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‘DIRT’ OR ‘SPICE’ IN VAUDE 





Ed Ballard, America’s Unique 


Figure, Retirmg to Live Abroad| 


Miami, May 13. 
associated 
Tageart, 


Ed Ballard, 
with the late Tom 
of Indiana, and Jerry Mugivan, 
the outdoor show operator, is re- 
ported about to dispose of all of his 
many holdings in this country, to 
live abroad. 

Zallard and his family will prob- 
ably go to Switzerland, where one 
of the Ballards’ daughters is attend- 
ing a finishing school. His exten- 
sive interests are in French Lick, 
West Baden and other parts of In- 


closely 


diana: in Mackinac, this town, 
Hollywood and Palm Beach, Fla., 
and Hot Springs, Ark., besides 


numerous other interests unknown. 
About the only place Ballard is re- 
taining is a hotel at West Baden, 
managed by his brother. 

Mr. Ballard has been traveling 
back and forth from Europe so 
frequently of recent months, it is 
said he has determined to settle 
ever there until his children are out 
of their college days. 

Ed Ballard has been a unique 
figure in this country for years. He 
seemingly has been always secure 
from those special writers who 

(Continued on page 27) 


BOOZE PRICES DOWN; 











Where’s Brisbane? 


Hollywood, May 13 
One month's free rent and a 
mess of groceries to. start 
housekeeping with is the grati- 
tude of landlords in Westwood 
for new tenants 


Around 50,000 homes and 
apartments in greater Los 
Angeles have “to let” signs. 











Bus Co. Sponsors 
Passion Play to 
Stimulate Fares 


Chicago, May 13. 

Greyhound Bus lines here have 
taken over the Bloomington, IIL, 
Passion Play—which has been es- 
tablished seven years—and are 
using it as their first tryout in 
the show biz. 

Play is being heavily exploited at 
all bus stations within a radius of 





DEMAND ’WAY OFF 


Whether it’s so much talk about 
Prohibition, the doctors or the 
cheating owners of booze selling 
joints, the demand for liquor around 
New York has taken a great drop’ 
Since New Year's. H 

Dealers’ prices on the best of 
scotch available in the metropolitan 
market has fallen off to $60, a clip 
ef $15 from last month’s quotation 
of $75, and $25 off from March's 
$85 top for the best. Rye is like- 
Wise rated in quotation at present 
at $70. 

A price of $60 for the best scotch 
new was the cost around New 





800 miles. “The Motor Bus Trav- 
eler,” a bi-monthly mag of the _com- 
pany, with a circulation of 100,000, 
is also being used. 

Passion Play at Bloomington 1s 
at present run by locals. Has been 
a big draw for a 200-mile radius the 
past seven years. Given in the 
Scottish Rite Temple from March 
16 to May 15 this year, it is esti- 
mated biz jumped 32% since the 
Bus Co. took hold. Play has not 
been run with the idea of a profit, 
all surplus revenue going into pro- 
duction. 





WITH CAKES AT 75c 





Year's for the “poison” the speaks 
mostly sell. The speaks continue! 
to buy the cheapest booze, other | 
than in the class speaks where the} 
best obtainable is served. 

Champagne is held at almost any’ 
Price the buyer will offer. Its light 
demand is heart breaking to the 
champagne handlers who have been 
holding large unwanted quantities 
Since the sad holiday trade. 

A considerable number of former 
Selling places reforming on the 
beeze end have helped to lighten, 
liquor prices. These places feel 
freer and better since without the 
Mezitimate accompaniment. 

A singular fact is making itself 
fvident around the Times Square 


ow in those that do and do not 





and that is many of the 
itues are on the water wagon. 
y like it, they say. Various ac- 


counts are related why they hopped 


ard, but underneath them all is 
he “poison” they were drinking for 
liquor, 








TEA-READING LEGAL 


Gypsy tearooms are cropping up 
in Times Square. Mostly sandwich 
and cake joints with a flat charge 
of 75 cents for the eats and tea 
readings supposed to be gratis, al- 
though the reader gets 25 cents a 
reading out of the 75 cents nick and 
plenty of profit left on the tea. 

Readers, too, are working a side 
racket through intriguing the gull- 
ible femmes on the slight reading 
and handing out cards for private 
and thorough readings at home for 
$1. The dames are going for the 
racket heavy. 

Several pinches have been made 
by policewomen in these tearooms, 
arresting the readers upon charge 
of fortune telling, but ail cases 
thrown out in the 
Court since no fee had been ex- 
acted. Therefore no case, accord- 
ing to court ruling. 





Caroline 


Magistrate's 








‘FVERYBONY CAN Hideaway Stars Annoy P. A.'s in N. Y.; 
Can't Tell Who or What Is on Level 


CENSOR AKO ACTS 


“Clean-Up” Stage Campaign 
in R-K-O Vaudeville 


Houses Resumed—Left to | 


Readers of This as to Wis- 
dom of Censoring Turns 


“CUTS” 


31 


R-K-O has revived the biue vaude 
gag thing and made quite an issue 
of it, going after dirt users in all 
theatres (excepting the Palace, New 
York), and also some users of what 
is known as “spice.” 

R-K-O'’s president, Hiram S. 
Brown, instigator of the dirt cru- 
sade, agrees that elimination of 
spice from vaude would be quite as 
harmful as too much leeway for 
out and out dirt. 

According to the clean-up cam- 
paign carried on for the past couple 
of weeks, if continued without alter- 
ation, all acts on the R-K-O will be 
only eligible for weekly concerts 
before Sunday school classes, or as 
Jimmy Duffy used to say, acts can 
be ‘phoned over with no offense to 
easily offended ’phone operators. 

Mr. Brown and the rest of the 
R-K-O office state that a proper 
line must be drawn between “dirt” 
and “spice,” so that R-K-O vaude 
may be pure enough not to bring 

(Continued on page 27) 


REAL FAN VIEWPOINT 
BY AMATEUR WRITER 


Newark, N. J., May 13. 

“The Call” is testing the film 
fan viewpoint through establishing 
a column for an amateur writer, 
devoted wholly to pictures. 

Helen R. Foard will conduct the 
column. 

The newspaper believes in.getting 
away from the ding dong profes- 
sional scribbler about the talkers, 
its readers, per Miss Foard will 
find their own opinions more accu- 
rately reflected, and the style of 
the news items more to their 











Iowa Merchants Back 


Anti-Chain Store Play | 


Des Moines, May 132. 
Independent merchants organiza- 
tion of lowa will back a three-act 
play which it is proposed to have 
presented by 100 rep companies, all 


| to fight the chain store “menace.” 


Neil Shaffner wrote it, and he and 
Shaffner Players, rep 
troupe, acted it before 700 members 
of the Briardale Browers Ass'n in 
convention in Ottumwa, Ia. 

Play is called “Chain Stores” and 
treats of ruin of small business man 
by the “octopus” chains, 

It is billed to play here. 


LAST WEEK 


taste 





| 
| 








Overwhelming 


A former fashionable block 
of private brownstone resi- 
dences in New York’s mid-sec- 
tion contains four families 
only in as many homes. All 
the other houses in the block 
are now class speakeasies. 


Railways Promise 
Players Publicity 
Plants’ with Fare 





' 











Hollywood, May 13. 

Railroads running out of L. A. 
are going the limit to get picture 
trade for their respective choo- 
choos. Reduced fares go into effect 
May 15 and the transportation sys- 
tems are canvassing Hollywood 
heavy. All are going strong on the 
publicity angle, with each road 
promising to outdo the other in 
getting the players newspaper 
space. 

Union Pacific is fitting up a car 
with trick furniture and a piano to 
photograph Sally O'Neill and Molly 


licity-hungry 
;plenty of grief other stars who make 
a point of avoiding the usual pub- 


a problem. 
exactly 
dodgers are. 
cognito brigade have no 


s.iling 


Although stars who 


cause 


are 
press 


pub- 
agents 


licity whoopla are just as much of 
P. A.’s can’t ever know 
how sincere the interview - 
It seems that the in- 
aversion 
to publicity providing it doesn’t in- 


i volve any inconvenience to them- 
selves. 
On the New York end, without 


the intimate knowledge of personal- 
ities that the studio has, the prob- 
lem is sometimes acute. 

Hubert Voight once spent two 
days tramping from hotel to hotel 
in New York when instructed by 


Metro from the Coast to locate 
Greta Garbo. There was no ad- 
dress. 


Voight trailed Miss Garbo in ap- 
proved Philo Vance fashion, start- 
ing with the conductor of the 20th 
Century who tipped him that she 
had gotten off at Harmon. He 
picked up her trail in Saks Fifth 
Avenue, missed her at the Ritz 
where she had had tea, and only 
caught up with her an hour before 
she sailed two days later. 

Ramon Novarro is another who 
likes to hideout, and Clara Bow did 
a Houdini from Paramount on her 
last visit to Broadway. A _ con- 
firmed evaporator is Ronald Col- 
man. As soon as he completes a 
picture he vanishs. 


5,000 Miles Away 


Although reported from the Coast 
for Honolulu it 


O'Day. Gag is that the players, : came out 
who are going east to fill vaude!that Colman was actually in New 
dates, are rehearsing their act | York and had been for some time. 


while en route. 

The minute a picture name men- 
tions a railroad trip, representa- 
tives of the roads pounce from 
every side. Railroads have spot- 
ters in all the studios to advise 
them on who is going east. Spotter 
gets a commission on all business 
coming out of that studio. 


LEGIT OFFER FOR MARY 
PICKFORD IN NEW PLAY 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Mary Pickford has received an 
offer from A. H. Woods in New 
York, to take the lead in a new play. 
It is Henri Bernstein's “Mello.” 
Woods intends to produce it in the 
fall 

Miss Pickford is reported giving 
the proffer some attention. She 
last appeared under the legit man- 
agement of David Belasco, before 
becoming a screen celeb. 





Forgot to Diet 


May 13 

Theresa Folcini, currently in a 
carnival at Strasbourgh, is only 22 
ind weighs 609 pounds, 





Paris, 


He was hanging around with his 
fellow-Englishman, Percy Marmont. 
New York office knew nothing of 
the matter until a kidding item in 
one of the film chatterer columns 
came to the attention of a taxicab 
driver. Latter got the idea there 
was a reward out. He revealed Col- 
man as stopping at the Hotel 
Gotham. Goldwyn office slipped 
him a fin for the information. 

Next day Colman and Marmont 
slipped to England. 


Girls Driving East 
Hollywood, May 13. 

Western girls have a yen to drive 
east, without male escorts. 

Mrs. Frank Whitbeck and Mrs. 
Louis Epstein head the caravan 
having started Monday morning for 
New York. 

Mrs. George Brown and Bruce 
Gallup's niece follow the same route 
in June. 

Everybody 





look out. 
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BROOKS 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


COSTUMES 


GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 


1437 BWAY NY TEL 5560 PENN. 
———— ALSO 15.909 COSTUMES TO RENT 
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Running Time Longer for Par 
Talkers—Going to Not Under 


65 Mins—Too Much to Fill If Not 


— 7 


Starting immediately Paramount | 


feature talkers will be longer than } 
they have been. Ascribing several | 
trade reasons for suddenly going | 
into reverse, the company, which 
along with other producers, has 
been giving impetus to the tendency 
toward shortening of pictures, has} 
decided to call a halt before serious | 


. | 
damage is done, and add more run- 


ning time. 

In the future the Par pictures will 
run between 65 and 70 minutes, ex- 
cept with specials, but, it is of- 
ficially stated, not below 65 minutes, | 

Within the past year producers) 
have lopped off running time in big 
chunks, cutting the 
of features to 60 
Many talkers 
foota that 





down average 





minutes. | 


been released 


around 


have in 
ge consumes less than 57 
minutes. 

Par, first to indicate a reversal] 
policy on length of features, is | 
keeping in mind the operation pre: | 
lems its own Publix theatre circuit 
houses are faced with when pictures 
are too short, as well as a growing 
dissatisfaction on the part of the- 
atre owners against 
cutting too far. 

Too Much Other Show 


A high P-P production official 
declares that when a feature runs 
only 60 minutes or under, it is 
necessary to pad too far with shorts 


generally 


and filler, especially where houses 
do not have stage attractions or 
vaude shows. Even then, with the 


tendency in the direction of keeping} 
stage entertainment to the 
various difficulties are met with. 
The difficulty in getting good 
shorts product is admitted as one 
of the biggest of operating prob- 
lems when features fill less than 
half of the entire performance. 


Public Kicking 

Public reaction to features as 
trimmed down during the past year 
has been noted, Claim is that pic- 
ture patrons are beginning to re- 
sent the shortness of many fea- 
tures, no matter how long the full 
show runs, and in some cases are 
startled by the sudden endings. 

“The public has gotten so ac- 
customed to a certain length for 
features and can almost uncon- 
sciously judge when they should 
rightfully come to a finish that 
when they are cut to 60 minutes or 
under they feel they are being 
cheated,” a P-P official said. 

Even with a haif dozen shorts, 
many all-sound programs are run- 
ning under two hours, it is known. 


3 STUDIOS READYING 
“RESURRECTION” FILM 


bone, 








With “Resurrection,” the Count 
Tolstoi story, now in the public do- 


main, three film companies are 
understood readying talking ver- 
sions of it. Universal is to have 


it made by Edwin Carewe with 
Lupe Velez and John Boles in the 
lead. United Artists, for whom 
Carewe made it as a silent with 
Dolores Del Rio, is contemplating 
doing it again with tke same star. 

Tiffany, about three months ago, 
began building sets for it but to 
date have not selected a_ cast, 
though Phil Rosen is scheduled to 
direct. 


Richards’ Operations 
New Orleans, May 13. 
E. V. Richards underwent two 
operations in a single period at a 
local hospital last week. He was 
under ether for over two hours. 
One operation was for a double 
hernia, very serious and the other 
for the removal of his appendix. 
Richards is recovering nicely. 
In the same hospital a few days 
previous, Mrs. Richards bore him 
their ninth child, son. 











Growing old means an 
incapacity to accept a 
new idea 











MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
180 West 44th Street 
New York 

















Dusting the Attic 


DIXON and ANGER 

Comedy Act 

19 Mins.; One 

Hyde & Behman’s 

(From “Variety,” Jan. 12, 1907) 

This pair have secured some- 
thing of a noveity in German 
dialect comedy. Special drop 
shows a western scene, 

The men have been captured 
by Indians while working a 
mine. They escape, and some 
good dialect talk is worked in. 

Anger changes to an Indian 
makeup, and one song is used. 

Rush. 


Lou Anger kept his Indian 
makeup on, arrived in Califor- 
nia in that disguise and sang 
the Indians out of the land he’s 
now handling for United Art- 
ists as an executive of that 
company. 











ROXY-N. B. C. CONTRACT 
READY FOR SIGNATURE? 


It is reported the contract bind- 
ing Sam Rothafel (Roxy) to the 
radio family has been or is being 
drawn up by downtown lawyers, 
representing both. Its terms are 
said to be a salary of $5,000 for 
Roxy’s services in connection with 
the National Broadcasting Company 
(radio) and Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
(vaudefilms), Another remunera- 
tion is to go to Roxy for the direc- 
tion of a mammoth theatre to be 
erected for R-K-O within mid-town 
section without policy divulged. 
That extra salary will be based on 
a percentage of the theatre's weekly 
gross, it is said. 

The $5,000 weekly salary for Roxy 
is not readily accepted along Broad- 
way. Though it is admitted the 
salary will be a big one. 

Parties to the deal make no posi- 
tive denials but will admit nothing. 
They state if it is completed the 
deal will be announced. 

Roxy has about a year to go as 
director of the Roxy (Fox). It is 
understood if Roxy wishes to leave 
upon entering into. the new con- 
tract, both sides can reach a mutually 
agreeable understanding. 





Audience the Jury 


Chicago, May 13. 

O. A. Millman, formerly with Uni- 
versal, has obtained screen rights 
to Judge Marcus Kavanaglis best- 
seller, “You Be the Judge.” 

Millman wants to direct, with the 
book to be done as 12 dramatic 
two-reel shorts with an unfinished 
conclusion to each, making the 
audience the jury. 


Mary Lewis’ Picture Will 
Be Made by Pathe 


Reports that the picture Mary 
Lewis, Met soprano, was to star in 
f.: Pathe had been called off are 
declared untrue by high Pathe offi- 
cials, who say that “The Siren’s 
Song” is definitely to be done, but 
had to be postponed owing to the 
sudden death of the singer’s foster- 
father in France. 

Miss Lewis has 
Pathe for one picture, with an op- 
tion held by Pathe for three more. 


Gene Buck and U 


Looked early this week as if Gene 
Buck will be secured by Universal 
to handle 
U's coast studios: 

Buck is the president of the 
American Music Society, besides a 
stage musical producer and stager, 
lyricist and librettist, also know- 
ing almost everything else about 
the show business. 





Olcott Joins Columbia 
Hollywood, May 13. 
hbidney Olcott, recently returned 
from England, has been engaged by 
Columbia to meg “Ladies Must 
Play.” 





Original by Paul Hervy Fox. 


a contract with R-K-0 





WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll's “Sketch Book,” 
Chanin’s 46th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 

The New York News said: “Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Sketch Book’ is rich in 
the possession of Will Mahoney, 
still the amazing champion of all 
the tap dancing acrobats.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


UNIQUE STAFF 


Scientist, Theologist and Labor Man 
New Academy Acquisition 











Hollywood, May 13. 
The Academy of MP Arts and 
Sciences has drawn from science, 


ireligion, and organized labor for 
new staff members’ within two 
weeks, 


Newest addition is Daniel Ber- 
man, M.A. in physics from Stanford, 


and a Columbia grad. He will aid 
Lester Cowan, assistant secretary 
of the Academy, on technical de- 


tails. Don Ledhill is 
torial aide. 

The Baptist church contributed 
Clinton Wunder for public rela- 
tions, and Equity contributed Will- 
iam Conklin for actors’ relations in 
Academy activities. 


Cowan’s edi- 





SHEEHAN'S OWN 


TERM CONTRACT 


Accustomed to handing out long 
term contracts through the Fox or- 
ganization, Winfield Sheehan re- 
ceived one himself last week as 
general manager and vice-president 
of Fox. 

Sheehan received his agreement 
from President Harley L. Clarke 
shortly before starting westward to 
look over Fox west coast studios 
for the first time in seven months. 
It could not be ascertained what 
period is named in the Sheehan 
contract, but one of his close friends 
said: 

“When that contract runs out 
Winnie will be ready to quit the pic- 
ture business. You can safely say 
Winnie Sheehan will never be with 
any film firm but Fox.” 

During his lengthy vigil in New 
York, Sheehan stuck closely to his 
hotel, generally supervising the Fox 
business, east and west. 

It is expected Sheehan will be a 
more frequent New York visitor 
under the present Fox administra- 
tion with his added work than in 
previous years. 

On his way west Sheehan stopped 
over a few days in Chicago to talk 
more Fox matters over with Clarke, 
who had already reached that city. 
He is due at the studios tris week. 





Does Everything 





But Act for Picture Duo’ 


Los Angeles, May 13. 
Sally O'Neill and Molly O’Day ar- 
rive in New York tomorrow (Wed- 


its musical end at the} mesday) to do a genuine sister act 


for R-K-O. 


Bern Bernard, of the local R-K-O 
office. It stipulates the girls break 
in for a week free of charge, while 
the office works on the act, after 
which they are guaranteed two 
weeks at a joint salary of $1,500. 
Further options list as four weeks 
at $2,000 and eight more weeks at 

2,500. R-K-O is paying traveling 
expenses. : 

It marks the first instance of the 
vaude circuit recruiting and then 
putting together an act for people 
imported from the film colony. 








Booking was arranged out here by | 


Gov. Al Smith Calls Off Deal 
For DeForest Sound Pooling: 








New Art 





Scene grabbing by silent 
veterans was becoming a lost 


art in the talker regime un- 
til Ray Hatton showed the 
way on the FN lot the other 
day. 


Hatton and a bunch of bar 
room boys were supposed to 
be singing in an interior-ex- 


terior. For better synchroni- 
zation they shot the voice 
part indoors, then retreated 


silently outside. 

In the recording one of the 
players, with a rich baritone, 
finaled with a flare that would 
have done justice to a Tib- 
bett. In the _ silent repeat 
shot, Hatton finished the scene 
with eloquently dramatic ges- 


tures. 

When the film was dubbed 
and run it was apparently 
Hatton with that finale voice. 











Consular Agents Want 
Hollywood Film Jobs; 
Appeal Made to Hays 


Holywood, May 13. 
Racket of Los 


agents of foreign governments 


Angeles consular 


has 
reached such an aggravated point 
that the producers have appealed 
to Will Hays for relief. 

Consuls have been soliciting stu- 
dios to be retained at fat fees as 
advisory experts on foreign ver- 
sions. They have even been bold 
enough to promise a guarantee of 
passing in their native country if 
okayed by them. 

Hays has been requested, to get 
in touch with the various consular- 
generals and have the wolves called 
off. 


PLAY FOR BANCROFT, 
MENTIONED IN CONGRESS 


Washington, May 13. 

George Bancroft, of the pictures, 
is going legit and a congressman, 
Dr. William I. Sirovich, D., N. Y., is, 
or has, written the play that will 
bring that about. 

Dr. Sirovich recently informed a 
House committee that he had back- 
ed several legitimate productions to 
the “tune of $25,000 each,” but in 
this instance he states the Shuberts 
are to do the producing. 

Piece is set to open here, accord- 
ing to the lJawmaker-physician, he 
having made that statement on the 
floor of the House and at the same 
time inviting that body to be his 
guests at the opening. 

Bancroft was here to confer with 
Dr. Sirovich Thursday. 





Weather 
Washington, May 13. 
The weather forecast given ‘“Va- 
riety” by the U. S. Bureau for week 
beginning tomorrow (Thursday): 
Showers and cooler Wednesday; 
generally fair Thursday, probably 
followed by showers Saturday and 
Sunday; cool Thursday and wormer 
by Friday. 


London, May 13. 
Rain and wild gales throughout 
England over the week-end. Im- 
| mediate outlook is for further 
| soaeeny weather. 
Paris, May 13. 
Weather here is seasonally mild, 
real springtime conditions. 
It contributes to the traditionally 
gay season in the French capital. 








“Glorious Affair” Title 

“Her Glorious Affair’ has been 
selected as the title for the Evelyn 
Laye musical Sam Goldwyn will 
produce. 

Picture will be a musical with a 
running story written by Louis 
|Bromfield and Sidney Howard. 





! borne out are also claimed by 


| close 














Patent Field Open—Warners 


e 4 


From the prospects of being a 
leading factor in the world pooling 


of talker patents, Dr. Lee De For- 


est is back to his former position, 
Attorneys for Governor Al Smith, 
wiuio have also served the Warners 
on special matters, reported against 
the DeForest rights. Warners, 
in turn, now deny any deals or in- 
terest in De Forest, even stating 


that when they enter the non-theat- 
rical field it will be with their own 
sound patents. 

Litigation, according to the War- 
ners, will prove the talker patent 
field to be wide open with no in- 
terests, including those of the elec- 
trics, in the position to command 
need for a pool. 

Confirmation of the calling-off 
the Smith deal is made at the 
quarters of M. A. Schlessinger, who 
has had the Doctor-inventor 
contract for the past year. 

DeForest’s Muffs 

That Schlessinger muffed_ both 
deals by “being too tough” and that 
Smith’s lawyers found many things 
regarding the DeForest status not 
those 


of 


head- 


under 


theatre 


domi- 


to the South African 
owner, during his efforts to 
nate the sound field. 

All that is left for Schlessinger is 
the trial of his action against West- 
ern Electric May 19, in Wilmington, 
Del. 

That the former Governor Smith's 
lawyers have been afforded 
timate knowledge of the details in 
this action, through their survey of 


an in- 


the patents, has resulted in the 
opinion that Schlessinger has pre- 
sented his evidence before trial. 


PAR. DECLINES $12,500 
OPTION ON DENNIS KING 


Hollywood,' May 13. 

Paramount has not and will not 
exercise its option on Dennis King, 
according to report. Latter is now 
in London starring in “Three Mus- 
keteers,” which he did on this side 
for Ziegfeld. Incidentally, somebody’ 
said Zieggy sold the physical pro- 
duction of this operetta to Sir Alfred 
Butt for $25,000. 

With King having received $8,500 
weekly from Paramount for “Vaga- 
bond King,” the studio declined to 
take up the extension which called 
for $12,500. ’ 

It is also said that Paramount, 
paid King $6,000 in traveling ex- 
penses to make the journey to and 
from the Coast. 


SAILINGS 





June 21 (New York to Los Ane 
geles) Will Green (Dixie). 

June 17 (New York to London), 
Irene Franklin, Jerry Jarnagin 
(France). j 

May 29 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Wiswell, Zelda, 


Sears (Roosevelt). 


May 24 (London or Paris to New 


York): Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goetz, 
child; Ricardo Cortez (New York) 

May 21 (New York to London), 
Phil Baker (Bremen). 

May 17 (London to New 
Horace Liveright (Aquitania). 

May 15 (New York to London) 
Hal Kemp and Band (Majestic). 

May 15 (New York to 
Charlie Murray (Ile de France). 

May 14 (Paris to New York) Ar- 
thur Swanstrom, Gina Malo 
(Bremen). 

May 14 (Paris to New York) 
nette Flynn (Bremen). 

May 14 (New York to Genoa), 
Harlan Thompson, Marion Spitzer 
(Mrs. Thompson) (Vulcania). 


York) 


Ja- 


May 12 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Bill Pine (California). 

May 10 (New York to London), 
Hilda Glyder (Columbus). 

May 10 (London to New York}! 
W. J. Hutchinson (Fox, London) 


(Mauretania). 

May 9 (New York to Paris) 
Seidelman (Olympi‘). 

May 9 (New York to Paris) 
Wagegenaar (Olympic). 


J. H. 


Sam 


May 9 (New York to London): 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Torrence 
(Olympic). 

May 9 (Capetown to London), 
Cowl and Mackay, Three Remmo% 
Tommy Trinder, Hamilto! "4 id 


and partner (Carnarvon Castle 


Paris) =] 
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MERGER COMPLICATIONS 





Subj ject of Over-Exploitation 
Coming Up About Theatres—Films | 


+ 


of pictures and 
overdone to the 
point where a halt may be called 
by some of the larger circuits. 
Feeling with respect to exploiting 
of shows in various ways has sud- 
denly swerved, with showmen now 
saying that too much man-power 
and money are being spent on ex- 


Exploitation 
shows is being 


ploitation work, stunts and cam- 
paigns. 
‘reponderance of exploitation 


during the past few years has re- 


sulted, they claim, in the practice 
becoming a little too common, with 
everyone interested in show busi- 
ness trying to go the other one 
better. 

sately, it is pointed out, pub- 
licists and exploiteers have waved 
aside all precepts, in some cases 
stooping to cheaper stunts than 
circuses would, with the hope of 


attracting attention of the public 
directly or through the newspapers. 
Too Common 

This is partly explained by the 
fact that tried and true exploitation 
stunts and mediums have become 
so common and ordinary that pub- 
licity men feel that they have to 
dig up new ideas or else no one will 


pay any attention. 
Circuit officials say exploitation 
has now approached the _ point 


where every week every theatre 
lays on the publicity stuff heavy 
on every picture, whether those 
pictures or shows lend themselves 
to exploitation or not. Thfs, they 
claim, is killing the chances for real 
exploitation when something comes 
along that can stand a little special 
circusing. 

Also, it is felt that exploitation 
on big downtown houses is often 
wasted. Theatres that generally do 
a regular business, much of it from 
transients, it is argued, do not need 
the same exploitation as other 
houses, 


FRENCH GIRL LOST GAT; 
WILD WEST PROTECTOR 


Tania Fedor, Marcel Andre, and 
Andra Berley, all from the Comedie 
Francaise, Paris, passed through 
New York last week en route for 








the Metro lot to make French 
talkers. 

Dave Blum, Metro's foreign rep- 
resentative, feted the party in 


Times Square. 

Custom authorities required Mlle. 
Fedor to leave behind a pistol she 
brought in. French star, who had 
her ideas about the west, begged 
permission to keep the gat on the 
grounds it was, after all, a very 
small pistol. 


Irene Delroy’s Star Film 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Irene Delroy will be starred in 
“Call of the East,” first original 
screen operetta by Jerome Kern and 
Otto Harbach. Alan Crosland will 
direct for Warners. 

Production of “Sit Tight” orig- 
inally intended for Miss Delroy will 
be set back. 


Film Cutter as Lead 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Claude Berkley, film cutter at 
Pathe, was given a screen and voice 
test Monday, 
He may get the 
Helen Twelvetrees in 











lead opposite 
“Her Man,” 


DuBarry in Title 


of 





“DuBarry, 
has replaced “Flame of the Flesh” 
as name for the new Norma 
Talmadge starring talker, now in 


Preduction with Sam Taylor direc- 
tor. 


Woman Passion,”’ 


the 





This is the first time that the 
mame of DuBarry has figured in| 
that type of title. | 








No Answer 

Producer who has clicked re- 
cently with some high-brow 
flickers, told his director to film 
“Well of Loneliness.” 

Director facetiously replied 
that “hired Lesbians would be 
expensive.” 

“Well,” the producer, 
we get Portugese?” 


PRODUCT DEAL 
WITH FOX-PAR 


“ec 


can’t 











A trade or deal for product be- 
tween Fox and Paramount is said to 
have been reached within the past 
week. It’s the same sort of deai 
attempted between the two-com- 
panies last year, which failed of its 
purposes, with Wiliiam Fox then 
acting. 

For the current deal several mecet- 
ings were held by the heads of the 
two companies and the arrangement 
arrived at. Each agrees to play 
the other’s product in full, it is said. 

Reports of the continued meetings 
of the Par and Fox execs lead to 
other rumors, among them of a pro- 
posed amalgamation in the future. 
Both sides deny any basis fur that 
run.or, 


20 IDLE EXTRAS FOR ANY 
ONE WORKING ON COAST 


Hollywood, May 13. 


Activity jumped a little for the 
extras last week, mostly because 
things couldn’t be as bad as they 
were the previous week. 

Central Casting Bureau issued 
5,210 pay checks for the week. 
Nearly half of these were for Mon- 
day and Tuesday, when 1,213 and 
1,128 were out in makeup. The 
figure is 11% below the 1929 aver- 
age, which will be appreciably 
lowered, this year, 

Average placements daily this 
year are 840, against 980 last year. 
Those 840 are drawn from the reg- 
istered list of 1,541, which means 
there are 20 idle extras in Holly- 
wood to every one working. 

Michael Curtiz had the most im- 
pressive set of the week Monday, 
311 persons in a street scene for 
“Soldier's Plaything” at Warners. 
Frank Borzage had a mob of 115 
in a Viennese carnival at Fox Hills 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Kids Crash 


Hollywood, May 13. 
After finishing a one reel comedy 
for Pathe Tom McFarland, 12, and 
his brother, Hank, 10, were placed 
under contract by that company. 
Immediate production on a fea- 
ture with the boys who do trick rid- 
ing in rodeos started Monday. 
Kids had hung around the studio 
for some time trying to crash in, 











Mme. Schumann-Heink 
May Appear at Par 


opera 
Para- 
month 


Mme. 
star, may play 
mount, New York, 
or in June. 

Negotiations have been 
to book the Waegnerian 
in the Par-Publix deluxer 
Broadway, but nothing closed. 

If it will be the first 
time that an opera star has played 
the big picture hou 


Schumann-Heink, 
a week at the 
late this 


started 
songstress 
on 


closing, 


se, 


| 
| 
| 








Mme. Schumann-Heink’'s last en- | 


igement of this was at the 


{ippodrome four years ago. 


ZC type 
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HOW WALL ST. 15 
NOW 


Fox-Loew First and Then 
Fox-Radic with Par-War- 
ners Afterward — Deals 
Look Likely, with Year’s 
Limit 


—_— 


—_———— 


BATTLES WITHIN 


It’s the battles within on the mer- | 
ger swing now, before the ultimate | 


combo of certain groups all into 


linked in an all-encircling 


world combine of film interests, 
with Fox and Loew leading the pa- 
rade. Immediately and on their heels 
looms the Fox-Loew-Radio hookup. 
After is due General Electric and 
all of its big biz turbines. And the 
final swing, if not the first, will 
be delivered according to the lay- 
out of the Par-Warner combo. This 
Par-Warner has a lot of ifs. 

Fox-Loew in three months, they 
say. Fox-Loew-Radio within a 
year. Which is a guess on time by 
an official close to the works. 

Wall Street is behind. Though 
seemingly everybody is agreed for 
the definite goal, when all be one 
and one for all, the all -for one stuff 
is ohay for the finish, but before 
that, it’s nix. Questions of pride 
aad position are involved. 

Something the world in general 
may omit from _ speculation, but 
never the exec in Wall Street—or 
on Broadway. 

That Fox-Radio deal has passed 
the stage of mere talking. It’s in 
the embryo of being created. Law- 
yers and diplomatic moneyed tac- 
ticians are working out details now. 

With another possibility, Par and 


(Continued on page 36) 


one or 





L. A. Critic Blames 


It All on Mencken 


And Quotes Hearst 





Hollywood, May 13. 

Louella Parsons filled the critical 
spot in U. 8S. C.’s course on the mo- 
tion picture. Miss Parsons deliv- 
ered a lecture on “Motion Picture 
Criticism” last week. 

Louella inaugurated film criticism 
for the Chicago “Herald” in 1910. 

None of Louella’s contemporaries 
on L. A. dailies were on hand for 
the discourse, but the regulars of 
the class were augmented by visi- 
tors. These included Miss Parson’s 
secretary, Maud Lathem and Har- 
riet Parsons of “Photoplay,” Lester 
Cowan of the Academy, and a Va- 
riety mugg. In the audience was 
also a Mrs. Dean of Chicago, who 
said she had interviewed kings and 
queens without trpuble, but had 
never been able to get into a pic- 
ture producer’s office. And then a 
number of the university’s journal- 
ism majors who wanted to know 
how to become picture critics or 
studio press agents. 

Miss Parsons answered all ques- 
tions with diplomacy, advising 
would-be critics to practice the art 
in 


studio publicity directors. 

Hearst's Ideas 
Her talk on criticism ran 29 min- 
utes and dealt largely with inci- 
dents of her experience. The worst 
had to say of contemporary 
criticism was denunciation of 
wisecracker school, which she 

blames on H. L. Mencken 
For specific rules of critical con- 
luct Miss Parsons read a 300-word 
telegram from W. R. Hearst, who 
she pointed out, employs more pic- 

(Continued on page 36) 


she 
film 


the 


their spare time and advising | 
would-be press agents to interview | 











Laemmle’s Life 

Eng 

the 

‘arl 

Uni- 
out 


the 
write 


John Drinkwater, 
lish dramatist, will 
life autobiography of ¢ 
Laemmle, head of 
| versal. It will be turned 
early next year and be pub- 
lished by his English publish- 
abroad and in this 
It will be printed in Eng- 

German, French and 


or.» 


ers, 


try. 


coun- 


lish, 
} Spanish 
Dave B 


tl 


ide! who has bee 
e data for the bool 
England this week to 
and turn over to Drink 


the data he has. 


FAMOUS PARIS 


sails for 
confer 
water 
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13. 
the 


Paris, May 
Frenc g@men,” 
musical, will be shot as 
a talker on actual location here by 
Warner Bros. This means that the 
famous Ritz Bar, Joe Zelli’s equally 
famous Montmartre nite club and 
the Paris office of the American 
Express Co. will get free screen ad- 
vertising. 

Jake Wilk now here scouting 
stories for Warners, will stay here 
until etciiniuiais Warner arrives in June. 


“Fifty Million 


Broadway 


Foreign Talent “Arrives 





German group of actors 
for the Metro studio arrived on the 
“Europa” May 12. 
Nora Gregor, Hans 
Eugene Von Jordon and Karl Et- 
tlinger. 

Also on the same ship were the 
wife and family of Jacques Deval, 
French playwright and novelist, who 
joined the latter in New York. 
Deval will also work for Metro. 

Additional French actors arrived 
Tuesday on the “Ile de France.” 
They are Suzanne Delsue and 
George Mauloy. Another French 
writer, Ivan Noe, came in on this 
boat, Metro-bound. 


Haley Loses Gall Stones, 
But Par Option Soothes 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Paramount will take advantage of 
its option on Jack Haley. Comedian 
just made his first film, “Follow 
Thru,” and will stick on the coast. 
Haley collapsed the day after he 
finished on the picture and woke 
up in a hospital, minus a couple of 
gall stones. News of the studio's 





rocks. 
serious. 

Paramount also has a lien on the 
film future of Zelma O'Neal but, it 
is understood, will hold this deci- 
sion in abeyance until “Follow 
Thru” is released. 


Haley’s condition, though, is 


Haley was somewhat improved 
last night in the Hollywood Hos- 
pital. 


| Belasco’s | Starring Off er 
To Jeanette MacDonald 


Jeanette McDonald has not replied 
an offer received from David Be- 
lasco through Richard Pittman, for 
a romantic drama with music 
lasco has in contemplation for early 
next season. 

The offer takes cognizance 





to 


of Miss 





SPOTS IN FILMS 


bound 


Included are 
Junkerman, 


action eased the parting with the) 


+ 


‘Wm. Fox Says Sheehan's $410,000 


THINKING All Faded in Stock—Claims $90,000 


William Fox's investing acumen 
ind financing ability gets a by-play 
from the former film magnate him- 
self in answer made by his attore- 
ney, Samuel Untermyer, to the come 
plaint filed in the N. Y. Supreme 

;Court against the previous Fox 


president by Winfield Sheehan, who 
is suing to recover $410,852 alleged 
owed Sheehan by Fox. The amount 
represents 4,000 shares of Class A 
Fox Film stock. Sheehan is repre- 
sented by Nathan Burkan. The trial 


tentatively scheduled for June 2, 


Krom what can be gleaned in 
f'ox’s answer, the ex-Fox head, act- 
ing as Sheehan's financial advisor, 
invested and re-invested Sheehan's 
holdings until the final upshot was 
a loss of $90,000 for Sheehan in the 
last analysis, plus an alleged debt 
|for advances of $160,000. 

This financial transaction tran- 
spired over a period of two years, 
Sheehan first handed over 4,000 





Be- | 


MacDonald's picture engagements 
with Paramount. 
It is reported unlikely the Belasco 
| proposal will be accepted. 

Printed among other similar ap 
proaches to the film field, to indi 
|cate the need of Broadway pro-/ 
ducers casting from the picture 
lranks, Miss MacDonald graduated | 
j into pictures from the speaking 

) stage, 


shares of stock to Fox. Latter was 
to hold and invest, sell and resell 
In the deal went a $50,000 advance 
to Sheehan. 
How Fox Did It 

Sometime subsequently Fox sold 
the stock for $410,852.50. Taking off 
the 50 grand advance Fox invested 
the balance of about $360,000 and 


bought 6,860 shares of preferred 
stock of Bankers Securities Corp, 
for Sheehan 


From that time on the financing 
figured like a ball game. Fox claimg 
he advanced Sheehan another 100 
grand in two payments and also 
bought for Sheehan 2,000 additional 
shares of Fox Class A Film stock, 
He paid $133,075 for the stock and 
sold it for $42,410. Loss of about 
$90,000. This was in January, 1930, 

Fox still has the 6,860 Bankers 
Securities shares, according to his 
answer, and avers a willingness to 
turn these over to Sheehan, but not 
until the latter pays up the $90,000 
loss plus the $100,000 Fox alleges 
he advanced the v. p. 

Then the break came. 


Colman Without Band 


London, May 13. 

Ronald Colman arrived on the 
“Homeric” Sunday (11), but got no 
publicity on his visit. 

American screen star remained in 
his stateroom until the crowd on 
hand to welcome friends had dise- 
persed, Then he left the ship 
quietly. 








Ona Munson’s First 
Hollywood, May 13. 

Ona Munson will arrive here in 
time to start work May 19 at First 
National on “Going Wild.” Lawrence 
Gray opposite. 

Miss Munson has a one-picture 
contract with options for six more, 
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New Neighborhoods Without 


Stages, for All Sound Policy; 


Chicago, May 13 
Taking a radical step from the 
operating policy which made their 
circuit foremost in the industry, 
Balaban & Katz-Publix henceforth 
will build all neighborhood houses 
as straight sound theatres. 


Stages and orchestra pits, usually 
installed by B. & K. insurance 
against a possible change in the 
public amusement trend, are being 
left out entirely. 


as 


B. & K. gives as its reasons a 
firm belief that presentation in 


not stand further ex- 
that the new type of 


Chicago will 
pansion, and 


construction solves the automebile 
parking problem. With the stage 
and orchestra pit space saved, 


houses will have room in the rear 
for parking from 800 to 2,000 cars. 

This year’s B. & K. building pro- 
gram calls for four 2,000-seat the- 
atres, all without stages or orches- 
tra pits. An innovation marble 
steps leading toe the screen dais in- 
stead of the pit. First house, Gate- 
way, on the northwest side, will 
open in June. 

Parking Free 

In the rear of the Gateway the 
space is usually occupied by a 
stage has been prepared for park- 
ing 1,000 cars free with a drive to 
the street. This idea will be fol- 
lowed out in the future in all new 
neighborhood spots. At 63d street 
and Halstead avenue, busiest neigh- 
borhood section in the city, a new 
straight sound theatre going up 
will have adjoining parking space 
for 1,500 cars. 

A few years ago the circuit spent 
$240,000 to install a stage in the 
Senate, neighborhood house pur- 
chased from Lubliner & Trinz, but 
is now running the theatre with 
straight sound. 

Executives believe they can take 
the risk of clinging to straight 
sound, and if a trend to presenta- 
tion becomes strong, they would be 
able to build stages without ex- 
traordinary expense despite their 
costly experience with the Senate. 

Of the 29 houses operated by B. 
& K. all but six have stages. Of 
these five were bought from other 


is 


circuits. One, the Maryland, was 
built by B. & K. Stage was not 
included in this neighborhood 


house, now some years old, because 
of its proximity to the Tivoli, de- 
luxe south side presentation the- 
atre, and at the time the Maryland’s 
peculiar construction was not fore- 
east of a change in B. & K. enter- 
tainment policy. 


286 FRIARS ON COAST; 
ENOUGH FOR BRANCH 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Somebody has figured out that 
there are now 286 Friars on the 
coast, with 25 to 50 more due this 
month. 

This has given rise to talk of a 
western branch monastery. Inter- 
ested members are awaiting the ar- 
riva] of Fred Block, when some ac- 
tion may be taken. 

Meanwhile there is also a move- 
Ment to organize a Hollywood Com- 
edy Club for pinochle players. 








Aarons and Film Work 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Upon Winfield R. Sheehan's arrival 
here Joseph M. Schenck will ap- 
proach him on the matter of Alex 
Aarons producing for United Artists. 

Aarons came west for Fox, but 
couldn’t get together with studio 
officials on “Funny Face.” Under- 
stood U. A. wants him to do two 
musicals. 

Meanwhile Aarons is due east to 
do a stage musical with George 
Gershwin. 





Two Coasters East 
Nancy Carroll and Buddy Rogers, 
Par-Publix stars, arrived in New 
York Sunday following completion 
on West Coast of “Follow Thru” in 
which they appeared together. 
Each will star in separate pro- 
ductions in the east, Miss Carroll 
in “Laughter,” to be directed by 
Harry D’Arrast. Rogers is. in 
“Heads Up,” to be megged by Victor 
Schertzinger. 


“4 











6 Neighborhoods in 
Detroit, Shut—Koppins’ 


Detroit, May 13. 
Koppins’ six houses have all 
folded, due to bad. business. 
Each of the houses is located 
in communities where they have 
little or no opposish. 


LEGAL OPEN DOOR FOR 
SOUND PATENT TEST 


The refuge of the indie equipment 
manufacturer from prosecution by 
the big electrics during the past two 
years is abruptly swept aside by a 
ruling from the New York Court of 
Appeals. The decision eliminates 
the technicality, providing the loop- 
hole for the indies, in that it per- 
mits Western Electric to co-plain- 
tiff with its subsidiary ERPI in 
the actions. 

Pacent, long mumbled as the se- 
cret offspring of the Warners, will 
be the first to feel the ruling. De 
Forest in local actions will be an- 
other. 

Westernites, who regard the rul- 
ing as most significant, now claim 
the electric will immediately get at 
the root of every patent it claims 
infringes its own. 


WARNERS BUYING 30 
HOUSES FROM U? 


Reported deal on between Warn- 
ers and Universal] says that WB is 
on the verge of buying 30 Universal 
theatres. Detailed information is 
lacking, but clostire is believed near. 

Selling 30 houses to Warners will 
leave around 100 theatres Universal 
still owns outright or is interested 
in as a partner. These 100 houses 
cover isolated spots from coast to 
coast. 

















Swanson on Her Own 


With Gloria Swanson’s next, 
“What a Widow,’ Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy terminates his activities in 
connection with Swanson produc- 
tions or pictures. 

Miss Swanson is arranging for in- 
dependent backing on future pic- 
tures, it is said, and will release 
through UA. There is the possibil- 
ity Art Cinema may assist the star 
financially on some of her coming 
pictures, unless other plans are 
made. Art Cinema has financed her 
before. 





GAGGING FOR BOW 


Hollywood, May 13. 
For the second time in three 
months William Conselman has 
been borrowed from United Artists 
by Paramount. This time he teams 
with Grover Jones on dialog and 
adaptation of Clara Bow’s next, 
“Love Among the Millionaires,” 
which Frank Tuttle will direct. 
Conselman’s first Par assignment 
was dialog on “Ladies of Desire.” 





Navy Wiring Boats 


_ Overcoming various problems now 
declared to exist, the U. S. Navy 
will wire its battleships so that 
sound pictures can be played. 

It is understood officials not only 
want talker apparatus for free 
shows to sailors and others aboard 
ship but also for the exhibition of 
special pictures teaching gunnery, 
seamanship, etc. 

At present U. S. ships are equip- 
ped with apparatus to play silents. 





Whiting’s New Term 
liollyw: od, May 13. 
Jack Whiting’s ticket has been 
extended by First National. 
Louis Shurr negotiated the option 





extension on a new term basis. 


Rear Space for Free Parking 








(CHIC) 


York and King 


Originators of “Tin-Type”’ comedy. 
En route for home. 
Get out the banners. 


(ROSE) 


Opening 
86th Street. 

Palace, New York, May 24. 

Represented by JENIE JACOBS 


May 17, Madison and 





Screen Credit, 
Taken Off 


Although screen credits for 
Adolph Zukor and Jesse L. Lasky on 
Par pictures are removed with 


change of corporate name to Para- 
mount Publix, other customary 
credits will remain, it is officially 
said. 

All pictures shipped from the west 
coast since April 24 are presented 
by Paramount Publix instead of by 
Zukor and Lasky as in the past, 
with first to be released under new 
presentation credit, “The Devil’s 
Holiday,” current at the Paramount. 

While several production confer- 
ences were held recently with a 
view to trimming screen credits to 
name of Par-Publix, the story, au- 
thor’s name where outstanding, di- 
rector and cast only, that plan has 
been discarded. 

From the inside it is learned that 
recording credits will be off but that 
other usual credits including au- 
thors, adaptators and cameramen 
will stay. 

Economical 

Par-Publix recently considered 
mass elimination of credits partly 
as an administration measure with 
the economical angle figuring, it 
being claimed that where credits 
exist on pictures, they must be used 
in all advertising, ad sales and other 
matter. 

In P-P production circles it is 
also claimed that with the coming 
of sound that so many additional 
eredits, such as recorders, dialog 
writers, ete., were added the public 
became confused if not annoyed. 


down to two, this including every- 





thing. 
Warner Bros. and F.N. are down 
to similar footage but squeeze 


everything into two frames so tight- 
ly that most all of it is lost. 


Shapiro’s Cold Feet 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Vic Shapiro may go Victorian in 
favor of trains as the result of his 
last airplane trip. 

Plane ran into head winds of gale 
velocity, returning from Yuma loca- 
tion of “Big Trail.” Three attempts 
to get over San Grigonia Pass final- 
ly succeeding, at an altitude of 
16,500 feet. 

That was a little too much. 

Shapiro's toes are still cold. 





Circus Kid on Screen 


Vallee Roberts, four-year-old child 
actress, appeared last week at War- 


ner’s studio in “The Hard-Boiled 
Guy.” 
It developed that the child’s 


father, circus performer, is laid up, 
a temporary cripple. 

Kid made a big hit. First time 
before a camera, and didn’t miss a 
cue, 





Al Rogell, Indie 
Al Rogell, directcr, is turning pro- 
ducer. He will make four features, 
indcpendently, for Tiffany. 





They will be released next season. 





Lukor-Lasky, As 


$2 Special Picture Houses Now 
Of Passe Vintage Along Broadway 








Boardwalk Talk 


Sunday Carl Laemmle and 
William Fox met and talked in 
Atlantic City and immediately 
rumor mongers saw confirma- 
tion of the reports that Fox is 
coming back into the industry 
with Universal and Columbia 
as his organization. 

This is exactly what hap- 
pened, according to Mr. 
Laemmle's right hand man: 

Said Mr. Laemmle to Mr. 
Fox: 

“Bill, you look great.” 

Replied Mr. Fox 
Laemmle: 

“Carl, you look great.” 

After that each continued 
rolling north and south, respec- 
tively, on the bcardwalk. 


GASNIER FOR FRANCE, 
PRODUCING FOR PAR 


On the strength of his direction 
of “Shadow of the Law,’ William 
Powell starring talker soon to be 
released, Paramount Publix has 
given Louis Gasnier a long-term 
contract. It is sending him to 


to Mr. 











{France to produce talkers there in 


the French language. 

Gasnier will remain there 
eight months at least, 
original French 
P-P’s plan to 
market locally. 

Before coming to this 
Gasnier was directing chief of 
Pathe in France. He is a French- 
man with a thorough knowledge of 
the French language. 


“TOL’ABLE DAVID” AS 
TALKER BY COL. 


Columbia has bought “Tol’able 
David” for talkers. This is the pic- 
ture which mauy years ago clinched 
Richard Barthelmess’ claim to star- 
dom and put Ernest Torrence on 
the main boulevard. It was orig- 
inally made by Inspiration for First 
National. 

No director is yet picked by Co- 
lumbia. Meanwhile company is re- 
ported in negotiation to sign up a 
series of big league directors for 
their forthcoming season. 


U. A. Publicity East or 
West on Schenck’s Say So 


Hollywood, May 13. 


six or 
to turn out 

versions under 
serve the French 


country, 











The P-P credit “frames” are now | 


When Joseph M. Schenck goes 
east at the end of May, he will de- 
| cide if the United Artists’ publicity 
department remains in New York 
or comes west. ; 

On the coast they are urging 
Schenck to consolidate all adver- 
tising and publicity in Hollywood. 
It awaits Schenck’s decision. 

Schenck will be east about two 
months on the pending trip. 





“FRANKIE” NOW “HER MAN” 
Culver City, May 13. 

“Frankie and Johnnie” will be 
J'mmy Gleason and Helen Twelve- 
trees when Tay Garnett puts “Her 
Man” into production at Pathe May 
19. 

Original story by Howard Higgin 
anc Garnett, based on the bawdy 
ballad, is being adapted by Tom 
Buckingham. 





One Picture Only Job 
Margaret Breen, of legit, has been 
engaged by Paramount, through 
Mike Connelly, for “Heads Up.” 
It will be produced at the New 
York studio and star Buddy Rogers. 
Engaged for the one picture only. 





Bushman on Loew’s 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Francis X. Bushman opens a 
vaudeville tour for Loew in New 
York May 24. 
He leaves here next week. 





Buddy Rogers’ Brother 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Buddy Rogers’ brother has been 
placed by Paramount and will play 





bits the first couple of months. 











Picture showmen, conversant with 
the $2 run situation, are convinceg 
several antiquated legit houses used 
by picture companies must go with. 
ina year ortwo. Else, it is claimed, 


they will probably be without ten. 
ants, picture or legit. 
Par-Publix has rented the Cri- 


terion, New York, its show window 


on Broadway for many years, to 
Douglas Burden, whose picture of 
the north, “The Silent Enemy,” gcoeg 


in May 19. It is reported that Par. 
Publix felt it had no pictures that J 
were built particularly for a $2,run 
and also that the advanced price 
thing is petering except in larger 
and more modern playhouses, 

Houses besides Criterion pegged 
as sure to go down before long, 
probably to be replaced with new 
era theatres, are Astor, Gaiety, 
Central, Globe and the Cohan, all on 
Broadway. 

Par-Publix, which owns the site 
of the Criterion and Loew's, New 
York, wanted to start tearing down 
but has been held up on leases, in- 
cluding some on small stores in the 
side streets. 

No Demand 

Gaiety, owned by the late A. L, 
Erlanger, has its days numbered 
also, according to picture showmen, 
who say this, the Globe, Central and 
Cohan are no longer desired by the 


larger operators. With Erlanger 
dead, anything is pointed out as 
likely to happen to that site. Er- 


langer, while he lived, had a mania 
for buying theatres and a stub- 
bornness against disposing of any 
of them. Tiffany will leave the 
Gaiety by June 30. 

Warner Bros., with a lease on the 
Central soon to expire, is known to 
be anxious to get out of that spot, 
claiming it was glad it could sube- 
let it ‘for balance of lease to Unl- 
versal. 

Fox also was in the Globe which, 
like the Criterion, it is claimed must 
do around near capacity biz to show 
a profit. Gaiety about the same. 

It is said that when the Metro 
lease on the Astor, considered the 
best of the former legit houses on 
the main stem, expires in 1934, 
Walter Reade, owner, will tear the 
theatre down along with Morosco 
and Bijou adjoining on 45th street 
for erection of a large playhouse. 

Topping 

Par-Publix has long wanted to 
top the Roxy in size on the Broad- 
Way site between 44th and 45th 
streets, while the site where the 
Central reposes was being” conside 
ered recently by the Fox organizae 
tion. 

No one seems to know what the 
fate of the Cohan may be but it 


stands in a comparatively old 
building (Fitzgerald) and is the 
fartherest south of picture-legit 


theatres on Broadway. Legit houses 
on 42nd street, used by various pro- 
ducers in the past, Including Fox 
and UA, are now declared out for 
pictures. Other side streets figure 
much the same. 

The Par-Publixs, Foxs 
Metros are souring on the $2 
ture proposition because those pice 
tures are often soon afterward rege 
ularly released at pop prices. : 

Par-Publix has the Paramount) 
Rivoli and Rialto as follow-ups on 
$2 product from Criterion, but for’ 
some time has actually felt that @- 
picture gets as good a break by 
opening in pop runs with subse- 
quent earlier general release. For 


and 
pice 





~~ 
¢ 








has the Roxy where the same $2 4 


pictures are seen in more glorious 


surroundings than, for example, 
they would be in the Gaiety oO 
Globe. Metro has the Capitol for 


first regular run. 

Formerly the $2 run business was 
rendered slightly more exclusive DYy 
maintenance of high-class pit or 
chestras to play accompaniment for 
productions. Sound has made a pict- 
ture look the same in the $2 house 
as in the grind. 


Newmeyer’s Next 


Fred Newmeyer, Par-Publix di- 
rector, who just finished “Queen 
High” at the Astoria studio, may 
do another in the east, this counter 
acting reports that he is through 
with the company. 

Following completion of “Queen 


Newmeyer was advised te 


orders. 


High,” 
stick in the east to await 

This director has never been U2 
der a term contract, havine bees 
signed for only a picture at @ time 
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Nearly 300 Fox Eastern Houses 


Placed Under Arthur's Direction 


Nearly 300 Fox theatres, including 
fts six deluxes, 
wnder the direction of Harry Arthur 
as the Fox general eastern theatre 
operator. Only Fox theatres away 
from Arthur’s command is the Fox 
West Coast group of over 300, in 
charge of Harold F. Franklin as 
head of the Fox West Coast (sepa- 
rate) organization. 

With Arthur taking over physical 
possession of the Fox theatre op- 
erating offices in New York City last 
week, Jack Leo, former operator and 
brother-in-law of William Fox, was 
granted a 90-day leave of absence. 
He was instructed to report at the 
Fox offices by H. Michaels (Clarke) 
at the end of his leave. Leo holds 
a three-year contract with Fox. 

Jack Loeb remains as the Fox vaude 
booker in the reorganization, with 
the office renamed the Fanchon & 
Marco Exchange, with Mike Marco, 
of that firm, its head. Its headquar- 
ters are in the Warners’ Hollywood 
Theatre building on 


Coast, expecting to return to New 
York within a fortnight. 
Sheehan’s Friend 

Monday it was announced that 
Jos. Johnson, Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Works in New York, has ac- 
cepted a position with Fox and has 
placed his resignation with the 
Mayor. The Commissioner, a friend 


of Winnie Sheehan for years, back 
to when both “were reporters on the 
“World” in New York, will prob- 
ably hold a new publie relations 
post to gauge reactions to Fox pic- 
tures 

Sheehan left for the Coast last 
Thursday, due to stop off a couple 


of days in Chicago with Clarke. 
Sheehan had remained for seven 
consecutive months in New York, 


at one hotel, during the Fox troubles. 
Oldknow on Financing 

With Arthur in the Fox theatre 
operating offices is Oscar S. Old- 
know, a Clarke man, brought over 
by Clarke from General Theatres 
to the Fox staff. Oldknow wili have 
charge of finances and financing for 
the Fox theatres end. 

No immediate changes are report- 
ed in contemplation by Arthur of 
the Leo staff, other than William 
Brandt as germ. mgr. under Leo. He 
resigned Saturday. All former in- 
dividual operators of Fox theatre 
divisions east of the Fox West 
Coast line, which is Kansas, are now 
subject to Arthur’s orders. 

In Arthur’s charge are the 142 
theatres of the Fox Metropolitan 
group, 80 theatres in Fox Midwesco 
(Wisconsin, ete.), with J. J. Fitz- 
patrick as the division manager; 
the Fox-Poli Circuit in New Eng- 
land, with Hershel Stuart supervis- 
ing, around 30 houses, about 10 Fox 
vaudfilm theatres in New York and 
Brooklyn, and seven Fox houses in 
Chicago. 

Major John Zanfct will probably 
co-operate with Arthur on the de 
luxe Fox theatres. At present Zanft 
is in charge of the Fox de luxes in 
Brooklyn, Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington. 

it is reported Arthur may enter 
into a deal with Balaban & Katz 
for a pooling operaticn of the Fox 
houses in that city. 

The F. & M. booking office ar- 
rangement is reported in more de- 
tail in the Vaudeville Department 
of this issue. 

jen Leo's former job as divisional 
director of the Long Island houses 
has gone to Sam Rinzler, who also 
handles Brooklyn, with 68 houses to 
operate, making the biggest addi- 
tion in the new line-up. 

Division heads are: Brookiyn and 


+ 
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in the east are now | 


Broadway. | 
Marco left New York Friday for the | 








Another Worry 





“Unusual” weather for Cali- 
fornia has even held up pro- 
duction in the studios. 

tain dropping on the roofs 
of the stages is picked up by 
the recording equipment. 














| 


Long Island, Sam Rinzler; Bronx, 
H. B. Kramer; upper New York, 
Harry Goldberg: New England, | 


Herschel Stewart : 
Fitzgerald 


H. J 


Sidney Meyers. 


Wisconsin, 
Chicago, 


Stage Show as Film 
Hollywood, May 
Million Frenchmen” 
Warner schedule. 
musical had Warner money 


13 
P saty is on 


the 


> 


new 
ice 


behind it 


METRO’S TRIO WITH 


Louis B. Mayer, 
of production 
Thalberg, 
and J. Robert 


vice-president in 
Metro; 
production exec, 


charge for 
Irving 
Rubin, vice-president 
and general counsel with head- 
quarters in the east, will all remain 
with the company for at least an- 
other seven years. 

The three have received new con- 
tracts extending April 7, 
following a meeting of the 
board of directors. 


to 


FORBIDDEN IN N. Y., 
UFA FILM IN NEWARK 


Newark, N. 
UFA’'s (German) 
Nature,” a picture ordered not to 
be shown in the state by the New 
York censors, is peacefully appear- 
ing here at the Little theatre. Sut 
two cuts were made by the local 

censors, 

At the Little the film is billed as 
the “‘Nameless Picture.” A prize of 
$100 has been offered in a title con- 
test for an appropriate name. 


J.. May 13. 
“Love Life in 





Fox and Interstate Have 
Reopened Negotiations 


Despite authentic reports R-K-O 
had reached an agreement to take 
over the Interstate Circuit of Texas, 
Fox is said to have reopened nego- 
tiations last week for the same 
purpose. 

One of the reports was that 
R-K-O had made an advance pay- 
ment to Karl Hoblitzelle to bind 
the deal, but that Hoblitzelle had 
indicated no acceptance of the de- 
posit up to the time of the Fox re- 
entrance. 

Fox was the first to dicker for 
the Interstate, before William Fox 
met with his difficulties. At that 
time the Fox deal was closed, but 
later, to relieve the Texan circuit 
of possible embarrassment, William 
Fox ordered a revocation of all In- 
terstate house leases held by his 
company and the theatres reverted 
to Hoblitzelle. 

Fox people this week said they 
had as much chance to obtain the 
Interstate as any one else. The In- 
terstate has about seven Class A 
houses in Texan keys. 


Slip-In Bancroft 
George Bancroft slipped into New 
York last week without Par-Publix 


ito whom he is under contract know- 


ing anything about the why and} 
wherefore of the trip 

Bancroft came up from Wash- 
ington where he had a chat with | 
President Hoover and was photo- 
graphed with him. 

It is reported unofficially 
Senator friend of Banc who ar- 
ranged the meeting with the Chief 
Exec is anxious to write a story 
for the P-P star. 


that a 
rott 





Fetchit Replaced 
Holiywcod, May 13. 
Replacing Stepin Fetchit in unti- 
tled Pathe western is Stompen Sellit, 


negro picked up by studio at $200 
weekly. 
Stepin Fetchit just closed in flop 


colored musical, “Up and at “Em.” 


1937, | 
Loew | 








PRONEY WAYa 


Reporting ‘Overage’ One of 
Tricks — Helding Over 
Without Reporting An- 
other—Two Sets of Books, 
Etc., by Gypping Exhibs 
Who Can’t vain Cheating 


|'DISTRIBS WEARY OF IT 


NEW 7-YR. CONTRACTS 





| as 
| 
| 


| 


' 


Reporting a small overage 


must be honest on count or wouldn't 
do this, and playing of pictures 
longer than called for under en- 
gagement, are among new forms of 
gypping strategy employed by per- 
centage grifters. 


In distributor circles the problem | 
is | 


is reaching the point where it 
being characterized as the biggest 
kind of a racket that ever struck 
the show business. It is declared to 
be amazing the many different 
methods seized upon by the cheating 
gentry in an effort to bamboozle the 
distrib. Yet flat rentals are avoided 


Percentage booking may have 
finally go except with the larger 
circuits and the reputable indies, 


in view of the large number of ac- 
counts that can’t be trusted and 
the difficulties surrounding a com- 
plete check in all spots where state- 
ments are known not to be on the 
up and up. It is said on the inside 
that some of the best known of in- 
die exhibs have been caught trying 
to put it over on the distrib. The 
name of one might surprise the 
trade just at this time. 

Those that are captured repre- 
sent only a small minority of the 
cheaters who exist, it is pointed 
out. Suspicion points to guilt in 
many cases, with distribs knowing 
what pictures should do, but it is 
stated a difficult task to get the 
goods on all such exhibs, with some 
company checkers also under sus- 
picion, 

Gyp Anyway 

Pictures are usually played on 
guarantee and percentage or on 
straight percentage. Latter is 
claimed the preferred method, but 
with gyppers all around, distrib 
protects himself in many cases with 
the guarantee. Then the gypping 
is on the overage. 

Percentage is usually 25% or more 
up to a certain figure, with overage 
50-50 

Exhibs thinking as fast as most 
of the distribs and thus succeeding 
in cheating latter out of an inde- 
terminate amount of coin, are go- 
ing in for psychology as concerns 
overage. Cases are reported where 
exhibs have been turning in over- 
age in small amounts up to $50 or 
more, depending on house capacity, 
etc., to impress the distrib that the 
exhib couldn't be cheating when do- 
ing this. 

One of the large companies dis- 
covered that one exhib reporting 
overages in small amounts was in 
reality stealing $300 from the dis- 
trib on business over figure agreed 
at which the 50-50 split began. 

2 Sets of Books 

Besides this, exhibs are starting 
to keep two sets of books, making 
it more difficult for producer-dis- 
tributors to regard black and white, 

produced for checker, as au- 
the ntic. In some picture 
circles it was thought demand that 
exhib keep a full set of books 
would reduce the cheating. One 
company is refusing to sell product 


on percentage to anyone not keep- 
ing books, but that from best in- 
formation now doesn’t stop the 


grifters 

Zicycling of film. wag rather 
cessfully curbed a few years 
but through percentage booking 
another form of that evil is declared 
creeping back into the business, 

Under it the exhibs prone 
crookedness are claimed pl 
percentage-bought pictures a day or 
two over the engagement, usually 

(Continued om page 14) 


suc- 


ago, 


on | 
percentage bookings ostensibly to /| 
kid distributor into believing exhib | 


to | 


selling | 
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aying | 
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WEST" EXHIRG® New York Dope on Washington's 


Attitude in Picture Mergers; 
Just Can t, Says Wise New York 








e 

| Great Advice, If— 

| : , a ie 

| New signs for all the dress- 

ing rooms at Warners Flatbush 
studio read: 

In case of fire don’t lose your 
head. This studio is equipped 
with sprinklers and is 
thoroughly fire proot 

Only danger is from 
your head 











'WARNERS’ VARIETY OF - 


| SHORTS IN B’KLYN: 


last 
by 
rox 


Flatbush _ studio 
a special two-reeler 
featuring Harry 
Arthur 


Warners’ 
week made 
Herbert Fields, 
and Beatrice Curtis. 
ley directed. 

Guardsman Quintet, from radio, 
assisted Robert L. Ripley in his sec- 
ond of the “Believe It or Not” 
Eddie Green revue, with Jed 
man, also recorded. 

This week (12) Warners h an 
all-musical line-up of shorts, includ- 
Ruth Etting, Douglas Stanbury, 
and a fourth com- 
bo formed by Barbara Newberry, 
Alice Boulden and Jack Thompson. 

Warrers has purchased an origi- 


series. 


Black- 
1s 


ing 
Yacht Club Boys 


nal scrip, “Everything Happens to 
Me,” written by Sam Kopp and 
Harry Hayman, 


Hays’ Coast Committee 


In order to save as much money 
as possible to producers in affecting 
its Code of Ethics, the Hays office 
has decided that its special Holly- 
wood Committee will preview pro- 
ductions in the making, sequence by 
sequence. 

If the sequence does not meet up 
with the letter of the Code, then 
the committee will instruct the 
director to re-shoot. 

Hays members who will act as an 
appellate court do not feel that the 
committee’s decisions will be often 
referred to New York. 


” 


Paris, May 2. 
A long romance culminated in the 
marriage, in London, of Joseph K. 


Freeman, who went to Europe three 


years ago for Metro, with Made- 
moiselle Simone Duriau, 3elgian 
heiress. 


in Belgium where he met Miss 
Duriau, whose likeness to Greta 
Garbo has often caused her to be 
mistaken for the star. It also 
brought her numerous offers to act 
in ssiiieiataban 


$260, 000 for 3 WB Films 
By Oleson and Johnson 





Hur- | 


Permission for the film industry 
to be consolidated into one big 
group, whether through a holding 
company or otherwise, will never 
be granted by the government. 
| Mergers that would eliminate even 
less competition stand even Aa 
slighter chance of winning Wash- 
ington s approva 
( I ilso from high Hays 
puree ilmost immediately after a 
‘ ) rthy mnferences among 
leaders of the industry, is the ob- 
ervation that while most of the 
| bankers are inter related, they are 
far from interlocked Their various 
ictivities in the different producing 
companie are, in most cases, as 
competitive as their dealings on the 
street. Here, it is commented by 
producer-spokesmen familiar with 
details of inside moves, that the 
competition among bankers and 
brokers is keener than that ever 
|} known in filmdom. 
Highlighting the government's 
latest attitude is the word reaching 
here through official channels that 
Washington, contrary to the belief 
of industry, is far from relaxing in 
its perspective on filmdom’'s get- 


For “Code” Coverage | 


together. Before more mergers can 
take place already on the 
calendar will have to be analyzed. 
Here the Fox-Loew low-down is 
revealed. Again, contradictory to 
all of the local dope, is the official 
word that the deal has been all the 
more complicated by the new regime 


those 


and the step-out of William Fox, 
So much so, it comes from Wash- 
ingtonian contacts for filmdom, 


that the 
necessary 
plaint 
original. 


Government has found it 
either to add to its com- 
or, completely revise the 


Motorizing 

The study and thought given the 
consolidation possibilities are seen 
in further observations by filmdom's 
representative groups about the 
General Motorizing idea, That angle 
was developed in the auto industry 
under entirely different circum- 
stances than could now be intro- 
duced in films, it is claimed. Gen- 
eral Motors, picture experts state, 
represented a corrollary of manu- 
facturers of autos who were then 
largely in a class with some of 
filmdom’s poorest indie exhibs and 
producing companies of today. 
Even now in the auto industry it 





J. K. Freeman’s Romance 


Freeman spent considerable time | 


represents a combine of far under 
50% of all the joy ride makers, The 
film industry, it is also observed, 
is now on an all-Rolls-Royce basis 
and without a Henry Ford to coun- 
teract any non-competitive status 
with the government. 

The mergers that can take place 
without government intervention are 
cited as a short subjects producer 
hooking up with a maker of features, 

Two big companies’ effecting 
straightaway merger whereby the 
competitive element would be less- 
ened is entirely out at this time, ft 


| is declared officially. 


Clarke Men in Fox 





Oleson and Johnson, who made New executives in the Fox organi- 
their screen debut for Warner's in| 24tion, appointees of Harley I 
| See Naples or Die,” have been en- | Clarke, president, and declared to 
lgaged by that organization to make | be Clarke men, include the follow- 
| th ree pictures during the coming | ing: 
year for which they will get $260,- William =. Mik haels, treasurer of 
1000 3eing on a R-K-O route they | Fox Films and Fox Theatres, 
| must arrange production schedule | brought over from General Theatres, 
30 that it does not interfere with | 4nd replacing Aaron Fox. 
| vaude dates. Samuel Burns, secretary of For 
I'irst picture to be made on coast | Films and Fox Theatres, replacing 
jin October. Another in February, | Louis Levine. 
j}and the last in June. For first two | Sidney Towel, comptroller of For 
| they will get $80,000 each, and for] Films, succeeding Emanuel Price. 
| the final $100,000. Wilfred Eadie, comptroller of Foxe 
wa ~ Metropolitan Playhouses, stated aa 
Joe Schenck Coming In la newly created post 

Joseph M. Schenck due in New | Osear A. Oldknow, in Fox-Met 
York from the coast end of this | circuit, with Harry Arthur. 
| week. | Otto FE. Xoegei and Frank BL 
Expects to stick around for >| Matthe x€ personal counsel to 
days. | Clarke 
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French Circuits Forced to Buy U.S. 


Talkers—Fear of Film Shortage 


Paris, May 1. 
Fear of talker shortage gives 
American distributors here a break 
with the circuits. They are climb- 
ing down and booking product 


wherever they can find it. 
Pathe-Natan, though announcing 


early release of 20 talkers, has 
booked Metro product for the first 
time 


Gaumont-Aubert-Franco combine, 
though owning the Gaumont studios 
and preparing to wire the old 
Franco-Film studios in Nice, is not 
yet producing under its own name, 
page 64) 
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FOREIGN TALKS 





MARKET-RATED 





Paris, May 13. 

The Big Four talker languages 
in pictures are rated as follows: 

English, first and far away the 
bulk of the market; German, sec- 
ond; Spanish, because of South 
American, third; French, fourth, 
taking in Canada and Egypt in ad- 
dition to the French colonies. 

Italian, Norse country and other 
dialects and dialogs don’t matter— 
much. 


MELBOURNE THEATRES 
OFFERED TO CITY 


Sydney, May 13. 
Hoyts is closing three Melbourne 
theatres and tendering the vacant 
houses to the authorities. 
Plan is to use them to shelter 
the unemployed during the winter. 











“Vagabond” Liked for 


Singing and Technicolor 


London, May 13. ° 
“Vagabond King” (Par) opened 
at the Carlton, to a favorable re- 
ception. Feature is preceded by an 
elaborate stage presentation, choral 
assembly making a fine effect with 
“The Beggars’ Chorus” number. 
Premiere audience was an invited 
one. Picture is figured to get over 
satisfactorily on its singing, with 
the Technicolor feature helping. 
Color is excellent in effect except 
that it hurts “definition” (photo- 
graphic detail) in the long shots. 


na 





LISBON IN DOUBT OVER 
SUCCESS OF TALKERS 


Lisbon, May 13. 

Reception here of the first talking 
pictures a doubt of their 
Fans were distinctly 
warm at the Royal, Condes and Po- 
luteama, which offered 
“White Shadows in 
(M-G-M), “Lady of Pavements” 
(U. A.) and “Lucky Boy” (Tiff). 

All were projected on Western 
Electric equipment which  repro- 
duced poorly with all except at the 
Condes. Blame appears to belong 
to the booth handling rather than 
the equipment. 

Introduction of 
great public interest. 
j}all titled in Portuguese. This be- 
came necessary when the govern- 
ment made it plain that it was op- 
posed to foreign language, to the 
extent it would issue a ban like 
Mussolini’s if product came to the 
screen in foreign tongues. 

Another factor against the prob- 
able success of sound in Portugal is 
that the people are ultra-musical 
and resent mechanical canned syn- 
chronizations, 

Lisbon’s Coliseum has a capacity 
of 3,500 and here the opera and 
two nationally famous orchestras of 
75 pieces do an enormous business 
in the huge place. 

Musicians already are on the war- 
path over the talker invasion, point- 
ing to the blight on: the musical 
trades it has caused elsewhere in 
the world. 


raise suc- 


cess, luke- 
respectively 


South Seas’ 


sound aroused 
Pictures are 








FOREIGN COMPETITION 
Paris, May 13. 

Due to special local conditions, 
French and American firms are co- 
operating in certain phases of pro- 
duction while they continue to be 
keen competitors in the French 
market for product. 

“Hollywood Revue” (M-G-M) was 
put through a process of Gallicizing 
certain passages, with the actor, 
Mauricet, doing the recording on 
RCA Phonophone sound on film in 
the Paris studio of Pathe-Natan., 

Subsequently the picture was sent 
to England to have sequences done 
on discs, working in the British Do- 
minion Wilcox studio. 


PIRANDELLO 


Berlin, May 13. 
Jesse Lasky has signed Luigi 
Pirandello, noted dramatist, to visit 
Hollywood in the interest of Para- 
mount production during August 








and September. 
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Americans’ Flat Rate 
Of $75 Per Booking, New, 
Riles’ English Exhibs 


exhibitors are organizing 
the 


and 


While 











| throughout country in refusal 


| 
t disk score charges Oi: 


> pay 


talkers and likewise declining to 





give guarantees on percentage 
' 

| bookings, the chief American dis- 
tributors are about to announce a 
new charge. 

This is a flat rate of $75 per 
booking for all color films. Coming 
jat a moment when a strong move 
' . 
iis on to organize a co-operative 


booking system for a large group of 
independent exhibitors, the new 
impost is pretty certain to meet 
violent resistance. 

A London exhibitor group com- 
prising all the independent theatre 
men in the Greater London area 
met Friday (9) and appointed a 
committee to draw up a plan for 
co-operative booking in the whole 
+of London and the home counties. 


WILD TALK IN 
PLENTY OVER 
FILMS ABROAD 


London, May 13. 
Much wild talk is in circulation 
as to the future intentions of the 
American picture industry toward 
the foreign situation. 


The most sensational predictions 
find ready listeners and even be- 
lievers. 

One of the newest stories to at- 
tract attention is to the general ef- 
fect that a huge community of in- 
terest is in the making by Par- 
amount, Warner and United Artists’ 
chiefs which is prepared to offer to 
Europe a choice of two courses. 

One is that all contingents and 
quotas be lifted, or the entire 
American industry will withdraw 
product from overseas markets. 

The other is a system of putting 
in bids for pretty much everything 
in the way of studios, theatres and 
producing organizations worth hav- 
ing, looking either to working 
agreements or outright ownership 
of the European markets. 

Capital for the picture business is 
low in most-of.the nations on this 
side. 

Little seems to be true in the 
midst of much exaggeration. There 
are a number of small and weak 
circuits in England, with a few 
practically broke. The trade thinks 
that if the Americans undertake an 
aggressive plan of approaching the 
foreign markets, they would as- 
semble these weak groups into one 
organization. Circuits in need and 
distributing units are holding on in 
the hope of some such happening. 














Itahan Restrictions On 
Foreign Talkers in Force 





Rome, May 13. 
Action of the authorities in lift- 
ing the foreign language ban in the 


case of “The Singing Fool,” does 
not mean that the restriction is 
wholly off. 


It is not likely the rule will be re- 
laxed. Case in question is an ex- 
ception due to Pittaluga devoting 
the proceeds of the attraction to the 
Opera Nazionale Dopilavoro, the 
working man’s recreational institu- 
tion. 

Picture is being shown at the In- 
ternational Institute, wired by West- 
ern Electric, where it was previewed 
by the King and Mussolini. 


Byron Bidwell Seeks 
Health on an Island 


Sydney, May 13. 

Byron Bidwell, formerly atiached 
to productions for Paramount-Pub- 
lix, left here recently, declaring his 
intention to settle on the Island of 
Papeete in search of restored 
health, 

He is now aboard a tramp vessel 
cruising about until he can reach 
the little visited island. 





Shoestringing Ist 





B. 1’S ENTIRE PROGRAM | 
FOR AUSTRALIA-U. T. 


Sydney, May 13. 

Union Theatres has contracted for 
the entire product of British Inter- 
national. 

Stuart Doyle says Union Thea- 
tres proposes to feature a policy of 
all-English pictures on its circuit. 
There is a double purpose to the 
strategy. British pictures ¢nter 
free of tax and can be exploited 
from the patriotic angle. 

“Splinters” is the first of the fea- 
tures to get first run exploitation 
on a run basis in Melbourne. 

U. T. also is the B. L. distributor 
here. 





“TURN ON THE HEAT” 
OUT IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, May 13. 

Local censor has ordered out the 
song number, “Turn On the Heat,” 
from the picture “Sunnyside Up” 
(Fox). 

The song is selling at all the mu- 
stores which are beyond the 
|reach of the censor. 





sic 





Dr. Neumond, Suicide 





Berlin, May 13. 

Dr. Hartwig Neumond, noted Ber- 
lin lawyer, committed suicide at the 
Esplanade hotel here. 

He was formerly a director in the 
Phoebus Fikhm Co. and acted as the 
company’s attorney and figured in 
charges of embezzlement. 





Eighth Week on Run 


Zurich, May 13. 
The Emelka production entitled 
“Drei Herzen im Dreivierteltakt” is 
in its 8th ‘week at the Capitol the- 
atre here. 


British Film Field 


London, May 2. 

Empire Film Corporation, with 
authorized capital around $7,500,000 
expected to go to public for dough 
May 12. Idea includes a non-flam 
stock, with claims of huge orders in 
hand; circuit of theatres, some pro- 
duction plans which include 
Geoffrey Malins and Adrian Brunel, 
and what have you? 

If they get any dough except from 
underwriters, the public deserves 
what it gets. And till Englishmen 
get a sense of humor these flota- 
tions will go on, and what’s the 
chance? This dept. told a gang of 
legmen that corpse-in-a-saloon 
story and Swaffer’s retort, and one 
after another they solemnly look 
around and said “Well, Swaffer is 
right; you can't borrow a _ body 
from a mortuary” (morgue)! 

Learning Us 

Fox is to make its own here, and 
Par has already started casting for 
its first, ‘“Moorland Mist,” to be shot 
at Twickenham by an Italian, Ar- 
thur Varney (Serrao). Six months 
ago both Par and trade press here 
denied any chance or intention Par 
would produce its own quota stuff 
after “Variety” had said from this 
side it would. 

M-G-M credited with going the 
same route, but this dept, can't 
figure why one outfit doesn’t make 
for both M-G-M and Fox. And 
what's stopping Gaumont-British 
from doing it for the three? It’s all 
Harley Clarke’s dough anyway. 

Gaumont have just got Walter 
Forde over from the Nettlefold 
camp, “by arrangement,” to mega- 
phone on “Bed and Breakfast.” If 
they give him a good ’outfit and 
some dough he should make a pic- 
ture all right. 

Color Quarrel 

Talkicolour Company, with which 
Elinor Glyn and Sir Rhys Williams 
are concerned, have been at outs 
with Raycol Company for some time. 
This developed further last week 
end when Talkicolour had three 





Palestine , 
Picture on Co-Operative Basis 


Jerusalem, May 1. 
With a group of people who ard 
willing to work without immediate 
pay, a camera, no money and ple nty 
of hope the Zohar Company is ready 
to make its debut as the first film 
producing organization in Palest 
Hitherto, alt picture production in 
this country has been confined ta 
one Fox effort (“King David”),« 
French made film (“The Well of. 
Jacob”), and some simple propa- 
ganda travelogues by the Zionist 
organization. contemplates 


ne, 


= _ 
Zohar 


(Continued on page 58) t 





IST SWEDE-MADE 
STARTS FURORE 


Stockholm, May 13. 


First Swedish-made talker has 
created a furore. It is a two-reeler 
entitled, “Sample of No Value,” with 
Karl Gerhard, Swedish revue idol, 
and a group of dancing girls in 
numbers. 

Picture is recorded on the Tobis 


system and is at the local Skandia 
theatre, wired by Klangfilm. ‘ 

Although the dialog is lisped and 
the reproduction faulty, the first 
native venture makes great enter- 
tainment on account of establishing 
the personal contact with the au- 
dience through the native tongue. 

It is stated that producers here 
and also Paramount will go in 
heavily for Swedish dialog material. 
Regarded as certain that the 
Americans will have to supply na- 
tive dialog once native product 
begins to compete with “dubbed” 
American pictures. 


Metro is already about to re- 
issue “Hollywood Revue” with @ 
new part, that of 


a Swe- 
was 


written in and recorded by 
dish comedian. Re-recording 
done in Paris, 


ALL THEATRE LICENSES 
REFUSED IN GLASGOW. 


London, May 13. 

Following the scare of the aue 
thorities caused by the Paisley thee 
atre fire, the magistrates of Glase~ 
gow have refused to renew any pice” 
ture house license in the town, af-” 
fecting 120 theatres. , 

A deputation of theatre owners 
will make an appeal tomorrow (14), 
when it is expected the blanket re- 
fusal will be withdrawn for all ex-" 
cept a few establishments. ‘ 

At the same time stringent new 
safety rules will be made known, 
Probably a large amount of recon-* 
struction will be ordered as a con*= 
dition of license renewal. 








aw & 





OSTRER AS B. G. CO.— 


London, May 13. 
_ Inside report here says that Mark 
Ostrer will supplant Cy Woolf as 


joint managing director of Gau- 
mont British. 
Ostrer is in New York, confere 


ring with the Fox people and others 
He’s an English banker. 
G-B is Fox controlled. 


Exnhibs Surveying 
Zurieh, May 13. 

A group of Swiss and Austrian 
exhibitors has been formed for @ 
visit to Joinville, Paris, and Elstree 
studios, London, to study French 
and British sound recording syS- 
tems, 

Delegation thereafter takes part 
in the International Film congress 
to be held in Brussels June 3. 








men charged with stealing equip- 





(Continued on page 25) 


Vienna “Name” uf 
Vienna, May }. 

Viennese operetta composer, 
3runo Granichstaedten is en route 
to Hollywood to make two <oum 
films, 

One is his ‘“Reklame,” irrent 
operetta success at the Theatre am 
Wien by and with Hugo Marise¢ 
chka-Karezeg, starring and co 


authoring. 


conferencier, 4 
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ENGLISH 





Belgrade, May 13. 

Picture houses in many Balkan 
spots are being stripped of sound 
equipment growing indirectly out of 
the suicide of Milosk Sapkovitch, of 
the Luxor group, due to losses on 
film contracts. 

Following the suicide, Filip 
Kovatchevitch died a victim of grief 
over his friend’s untimely end, and 
the entire country underwent a re- 
vulsion of feeling toward pictures. 

On top of that, t®e Disconto Bank, 
which had guaranteed payment of 
installments on Biophone equipment 
purchased by many small houses, 
could not collect on its end of the 
transaction and ordered the equip- 
ment taken out. 

Now only the Kolorac 
tains its wiring, using the 
Electric avenge. 


group re- 
Western 


GOOD FILM IN 
ANY TONGUE 


Athens, May 13. 


In contrast to opposition to talk- 
ers in the nearby Balkan territory, 
Athens shews complete willingness 
to pay higher boxoffice prices for 
sound pictures. 

Attikon here, finest theatre of the 
city, is constantly filled with native 
fans. Language difficulties appear 
to be of no importance, especially 
where features have predominating 
songs and music. 

Dag Films, local producer, re- 

eased its first native dialog sub- 
ject called “The Athens Apaches,” 
and it flopped in spite of native 
dialog and locale. Contrary to the 
Latins and the other nationals 
hereabouts, the Greeks prefer qual- 
ity product, even in English. 
. Greece will probably remain an 
American market. Athens and 
Salonica are the only towns with 
sound theatres so far, but it is like- 
ly sound will increase under the 
government policy of encourag- 
ing it. 

The present Greek ministry of 
education is organizing a central 
bureau with connections with the 
other ministries and with ample 
powers to give national distribution 
to educational subjects, ‘“educa- 
tional” in this connection meaning 
desirable. 


LAW UPHOLDS FOREIGN 
TALKERS IN S. A. 


Buenos Aires, May 13. 


After all the uproar here over 
American pictures currupting na- 
tional culture and sound throwing 
native musicians out of employment, 
first move to oppose dialog product 
by law did a flop. 

The local municipal council tabled 
two ordinances designed to stop 
foreign pictures. One called for 
outright prohibition of such pic- 
tures and the other used the device 
of taxing them out of the country. 

“La Nacion,” editorially character- 
ized the objection to foreign lan- 
Suage in pictures as ridiculous. 


Dutch Star in 11 Shorts 


) Amsterdam, May 13. 

Eleven talking shorts made in 
record time for Europe of three 
days at Paramount's plant in Join- 
ville near Paris have been con- 
tracted as a block for the Tuschin- 
sky houses. 

Subjects feature 
Dutch revue star. 














Louis Davids, 





Revulsion on Sound in Balkans, 
Follow Circuit's Head's Suicide 


GREECE LIKES 





‘Hungarian Owners Say 
False Representation; 


But Claims Are Hooey 





Vienna, May 13. 
An association of owners of me- 
dium sized and small cinemas here 


have banded together to resist 
what they describe as the propa- 
ganda of the sound apparatus mak- 
ers of the States. 

The showmen allege that the 
sound interests, leagued with pro- 


ducers, are trying to force sound on 
Europe by falsely representing that 
there is a shortage of silent product. 
Association has pledged itself to 
put into circulation a supply of 
silent pictures and meanwhile to 
boycott the American electrics un- 
til a cheaper German equipment is 
available. 
Movement is not taken seriously, 
as American pictures are being 
shown successfully at the better 
theatres, even when they 
dialog in English and few of the 
public understand the language. 
Agitation is another manifesta- 
tion of the familiar fact that sound 
is killing off the shooting galleries, 
while the better theatres prosper. 





| ZUKOR NOW IN BERLIN: 


BUYS PLAY IN PRAGUE 


Berlin, May 13. 
accompanied by 
Ike Blumenthal and Robert Kane, 
arrived in Berlin yesterday (12), in- 
tent, according to the statement 
made by Jesse Lasky before he 
sailed, upon arranging the patent 
interests for Paramount in Ger- 
many. Purpose of straightening out 
the patent angle is to open the way 
for production here, it is understood. 
Zukor is expected to remain in 
the German capital a fortnight. 


Adolph Zukor, 





Prague, May 13. 

Adolph Zukor was here until a 
few days ago, leaving for Warsaw 
en route to Berlin. He conferred 
with Paramount’s representatives in 
this territory and reference was 
made to the production of Czech 
talkers, probably in Hollywood. 

The Paramount head acquired 
film rights to Carel Capek’s play 
“R.U.R.” familiar to the American 
stage, which is designed as the first 
Czech talker. 





Amsterdam, May 13. 

Presence in Berlin of Adolph 
Zukor and the freely circulated 
stories that he is engaged in nego- 
tiations for patent arrangements 
to open Germany to Paramount 
product has added to the interest, 
already keen, of trading in Tobis 
and allied shares on the Amsterdam 
Bourse. 





“Song” at Prince Edward 





London, May 13. 
“Rio Rita” goes down as a failure 


with the announcement that it 
closes May 24 at the Prince Ed- 
ward. 


J. J. McCarthy has taken the 
house over for the opening of the 
new John McCormack picture, 
“Song o’ My Heart” (Fox), which 
starts May 26. 

McCarthy has expressed his sat- 
isfaction at obtaining the house, 
which he regards as London's finest. 





Spanish Experiment 


Buenos Aires, May 13. 
First National is trying an experi- 
ment in this territory with Spanish 
titles superimposed upon Techni- | 
color. 
Picture is “Sally” (F. N.). Tit! 
has been done by a new process 
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CO. MEETING 





Isidore Schlesinger’s Stoc 
holders Ask Many Ques- | 
tions—Attack His Nomi- 
nee—Proposed Deal with 


British Gaumont Blocked | 


ANOTHER “SAMPLE” 


London, May 13. 
Stockholders in Isidore Schlesin- 
ger’s United Picture Theatres Com- 
pany rioted at a general meeting 
yesterday (12) at which was up for 
consideration a plan for the man- 
(Continued on page 64) 


SUCHAN, MGR. 2D 
BALKAN, SUICIDE 


Prague, May 13. 

Picture difficulties in the Balkans 
have caused a second suicide, simi- 
lar to that of Milosh Savkovitch in 
Belgrade. The new victim is Helen 
Suchan, who killed himself with gas 
in his Vinohrady home. 

Creditors were pressing urgently 
and the showman gave way under 
the strain. 

Suchan owned the Feafilm and 
also had financed a picture entitled 
“The Girl of the Peripherie.” 








Savkovitch was the largest the- 
atre owner of the Balkans. With 
sound and the Balkans’ aversion to 
it, among other reasons, the circuit 
owner committed suicide, as re- 
ported in “Variety” about a month 
ago. 


German Taxation Sends 
Houses Into Darkness; 
Tax Cut Is Only Relief 


Berlin, May 13. 

A number of picture houses have 
gone dark here, declaring the rea- 
son they had been impoverished by 
over-taxation. 

Many are expected to stay closed, 
although a last minute cut in the 
tax rates should bring relief. 


“DUBBED” “RIO RITA” 
WRONG FOR SPANISH 


Buenos Aires, May 13. 

“Rio Rita’ (Radio) opened at the 
Ideal theatre here, version offered 
being dubbed in Spanish. 

Public and editorial reaction un- 
favorable, everybody remembering 
the uproar over “Broadway.” 

“La Presna,” local, declared it is 
impossible to solve the language 
problem this way, meaning that 
dubbing has made “Rio Rita” prac- 
tically unintelligible to the native 
of Argentina, 

Ideal figures to run the picture 
two months, but it is not likely to 
go one month in spite of tre- 
mendous advertising campaign in 
its behalf. 








Sydney, May 13. 
“Rio Rita” (Radio) film is 
smash hit at the Roxy, Sydney. 


Roxy, Melbourne, Flop 


Sydney, May 13. 
The Fullers admit their all-talker 
policy which includes shorts has 
failed at the Roxy, Melbourne. 
In its stead a regular double fea- 
ture bill will be instituted. 


a 
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FILM FIRMS RIOT 





‘South African Theatre Trust 


Sued by Kinemas Opposition 
For $1,000,000 in Libel Suits 





‘American Pictures 
Doing Very Well Right 


Now in Buenos Aires 


Bus 
Paramount's ‘‘Lo 
all local box office 
“Welcome 


nos 


Aires, 
ve I 


May 
-arade’ 


13 
broke 
records last week 
Danger 


Lloyd), ‘Laughing Lady” (Par) and 
“Sins of Fathers” (Par-Jannings) 
all big. 


These Fox pictures are doing well: 
“Sunnyside Up,” “Sky Hawk,” “Ro- 
mance of the Rio Grande” and 
“Cock-Eyed World.” 

Metro’s “Devil May Care” is prov- 
ing a winner, while “Taming of the 
Shrew” (U. A.) is having moderate 
success, and “Venus” is fair. 


SUBSTITUT E FOR 


ITALIAN QUOTA) 


Rome, May 13. 

Long expected Italian film quota 
proposal has been brought forth 
and disposed of. In its place there 
is up for consideration a scheme to 
bring about foreign technical co- 
operation with local producers for 
the unrestricted development of the 
native picture market. 

Italian producers’ petition to the 
ministry to establish a quota sys- 
tem was turned down because it 
was realized that Italy has no prod- 
uct that could be used for export 
on an exchange basis with the 
States and Germany, the two coun- 
tries against which it was proposed 
to erect trade barriers. 





2 Lukewarm Germans 





Amsterdam, May 13. 

Two new dialog pictures of Ger- 
man origin had their premiere here 
yesterday, neither arousing excep- 
tional interest. 

The Tauber feature, “Ich Galub 
nie mehr an eine Frau,” at the Tu- 
schinsky, evoked divided opinions 
from the reviewers. Moderate in- 
terest was displayed by the fans. 

At the Rembrandt cinema “Letzte 
Kompagnie” had a moderate 1ecep- 
tion. 

Two more wired houses have just 
opened with sound equipment in the 
Netherlands, both of 1,000 capacity. 

One is in Groningen and the other 
in Rotterdam. 





Warners and Tobis May 
Jointly Make 3 Films 


Paris, May 13. 

Warner Bros. is engaged in the 
preliminaries of making three talk- 
ing pictures here in collaboration 
with Tobis interests. 

They would like to film “The Beg- 
gar’s Opera” and “Die Fiedermaus,” 
but difficulties over the talker rights 
stand in the way. There are so 
many claimants of copyright that 
the choice probably will be aban- 
doned. 

Another international partnership 
in production is that of Svenska 
Films, of Stockholm, and Tobis, the 
two concerns being associated in the 
making of what is called a “super- 
German-Swedish” feature. 

Contract covering this project 
calls for the sale and export to 
Sweden of 30 saneasmcteone cquipments. 


Kim Barber Dies 


Sydney, May 13. 


Kim Barber, manager in Brisbane 
for British Dominion Films, died 
there late last week after a linger- 


ing illness. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| Kinemas, 


| 


| directors, 


Capetown, May 13. 
A million dollars is involved in a 
group of libel suits brought by 
Ltd., and certain of its 
growing out of publica- 
tion of comment on the company’s 


| appeal to shareholders for a loan. 


| 


(Harold | 


Company itself sues for $500,000, 


naming “The Sjambok,” Johannes- 
burg publication Stephen Black, 
editor of the Central News Agency, 
publishers, and the Technical Press, 
|} hase abled his London office that a 

Directors who have issued sum- 
monses and the amount demanded 
| are Col. James Donaldson, $250,000; 
|} Sydney Hayden, $125,000; George 

(Continued on page 27) 


PARIS LIFE FOR 
REINHARDT'S 
IST TALKER 


Berlin, May 13. 

Report from London that Max 
Reinhardt will direct a musical 
talker in England is confirmed here, 
Pierce is to be a screen version of 
Offenbach’s “Paris Life.” 

Production will be done in Eng- 
lish, German and French. Sponsor 
is Curtis Melnitz Productions. Pro- 
duction is to be under the musical 
supervision of Rudolf Friml 

Melnitz scheme to work on 
idea typified in the States by 
United Artists’ organization is ac- 
claimed in Europe as an idea, al- 
though the detailed plan of opera- 
tion has not been made public, the 
concern not seeking publicity at this 
stage. 

Financial backing also is the sub- 
ject of speculation. The I. G. Far- 
ben Industrie, great German trust, 
has sold the majority of its holdings 
in the Terra Film Production Co. to 
the Melnitz-Reinhardt group, with 
the amount of stock involved re- 
ported to be 90% of 3,000,000 marks, 
Purchase price said to have been 
paid in cash. 

The Farben Industrie decided only 
recently to dispose of its long con- 
trolled Terra property, without at- 


the 
the 


tempting to develop it further. Mel- 
nitz is leaving shortly for New 
York. 


FOREIGN ACT ORS TOLD 
NOT TO BILL HERE 


Foreign actors arriving in Amer- 
ica to appear in foreign language 
versions are being warned against 
giving out interviews, praising 
America at the expense of their na- 
tive lands, 

Whether sincere in such expres- 
sions or whether merely trying to 
ingratiate themselves with Amer- 
icans, the habit is regarded as dan- 
gerous, 

As many, if not most, of the 
foreign actors will never appear in 
any English versions, their whole 
value to the producer is in the land 
of their origin. Ill-advised inter- 
views have a way of getting back to 
Europe to the consequent lessen- 
ing of popularity. 

Some actors have been reported 
as expressing regret that they could 
not immediately become American 
| citizens. This doesn't make a hit 

with the folks back home. 


“Blue Angel,’ 


’ Fair, Zurich 





Zurich, May 13. 
Emil Jannings’ new picture, “The 
Blue Angel,” over which the Gere 


manic population of Europe is rave 
‘ing, had only a fair reception here. 
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‘Western Front” at Over 


Capacity, $21,957, in $2 Central 
Beat Broadway's Heat Last Wk 


Rhinestone Gulch was strewn with | 


the maimed and bleeding last week, 


as a result of the first box office 
typhoon of Spring. All of Broad- 
way, with a single exception, curled 
up in a swoon before a heat blast 


that laste d most of the week. 
Universal's $2 
estab- 


lt remain 1ed for 
smash, “Western Front,” to 
lish the exception. German 
of the war was a sellout, 
above the regular capacity of $18,- 
300 at the Central. 

Poorest proportionate showing of 
the week was at the Paramount, 
where “New Adventures of Dr. Fu 
Manchu” proved a flimsy defense 
against the heat, letting the house 
— to $58,700. 

aul Whiteman’s 
aad $102, 
against the heat but not what was 
expected and a little low fora hold- 
over week, although the Roxy has 
had holdovers at considerably lower 
gross levels. 

Friday saw the return of moderate 
weather so this week should tell a 
happier tale. 

Of the new pictures that came in 
over the week-end Paramount’s 
“Devil’s Holiday” got the most ef- 
fusive praise accorded a programer 
in months. ‘Divorcee,” at the Capi- 
tol, started off like a panic. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Astor—‘Rogue Song” (Metro) (1,- 


side 


going well 


“King of Jazz” 


120; $1-$2.50) (16th week). Barely 
stayed in five figures. 
Capitol — “Redemption” (Metro) 


(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). John Gilbert 
picture on shelf for year got plenty 
of manhandling from critics. 
Against heat and pannings probably 
deemed okay at $63,000. 

Central — “Western Front” (U) 
(922; $1-$2.50) (3rd week). First 
full week, Sunday-Saturday, $21,957, 
racks clean every performance. 
Capacity is $18,300 so horde of 
standees included. Two extra shows. 
No seats available at box office, 
most being next door at specs at 
$2.75 week-nights, $3.25 Saturday 
and Sunday. Over 30 ticket steer- 
ers around one night. Easily shat- 
tered all records for house previous- 
ly recorded by “Disraeli.” Looks 
cinch to ride summer. 

Colony—“‘Clancy In Wall Street” 
(Aristocrat) (1,900; 35-50-75). In- 
dependent comedy torpid all week. 
Couldn’t stand off sun in remote 


neighborhood. On chin at only 
$6,000. 
Embassy — “Newsreel House” 


(568; 25). Looked like news arcade 
suffered with rest; maybe $8,000. 

44th Street—“‘Song O’ My Heart” 
(Fox) (1,400; $1-$2.50) (9th week). 
This $2 contender has additional 
handicap of side street location. 
Down to $8,500. 

Gaiety — “Journey’s End” (Tiff) 
(808; $1-$2.50) (6th week). Bad 
break for this one. Got two tre- 
mendous weeks but with “All Quiet” 
advent tapered off. Understood Tif- 
fany will step out of Gaiety in June. 
Some stamina indicated in doing 
$12,000 against heat. 

Globe—"‘Cuckoos” (Radio) (1,065; 
35-50-75). Shortage of pictures fig- 
ured reason for 3rd week. Second 
gross around $13,000. “Runaway 
Bride” next. 

Hollywood — “Hold Everything” 
(W.B.) (1,068; $1-$2.50) (4th week). 
Took $6,000 sock in heat. At $16,700 
slated to depart after this week. 
“Pride of Regiment” (F.N.) comes 
in May 21, 

Paramount — “New Fu Manchu” 


(Par) (3,665; 65-85-$1). Routine 
mystery melodrama very poor at 
$58,700. Mysteries have been do- 


ing indifferently at this house for 
some time. 
Rialto—‘Paramount on Parade” 


(2,000; 40-65-85-$1) (4th, ‘final 
week). Floundered $14,000 in warm 
period for $24,500. “Big Pond” 


(Chevalier) opens Thursday night 
(15) with special showing. 


Rivoli — ‘Vagabond King” (Par) 
(2,200; 40-65-85-$1) (2nd, final 
week). Failed to mean thing fol- 


lowing 10 weeks at $2 Criterion. 
Suffocated at $27,800 and fortnight 
ample. Bancroft’s “Ladies Love 
Brutes” opens Friday (16). 

Roxy—“King of Jazz” (U) (6,205; 
50-75-$1.50) (2nd week). Paul 
Whiteman and band personally and 
composer, George Gershwin, on 
stage. Whiteman band not held 
over, regular Roxy stage show sub- 
stituting for 2nd week. At $102,700 
okay, if not big. 

Strand—“Strictly Modern” (F.N.) 
(2,900; 35-50-75). Fair enough at 
$28,000. 

Warners—“Song of Flame” (WB) 
(1,360; $1-$2.50) (2nd week). Came 
in Tuesday, getting $7,900 on first 
four days. Operetta musically liked 
but story against it. 

Winter Garden — “Show Girl in 
Hollywood” (FN) (1,416; 35-85-$1). 
First week only $21,800, not auspi- 
cious. 


700. This was pretty good | 





“ARIZONA KID’ AT FOX, 
FRISCO, $90, 000—BIG 


May 13. 

Two disappointments last week 
but otherwise local situation was 
healthily normal or better. “Ari- 
zona Kid” at the Fox smashed out 
$50,000 and “Divorcee” on second 
run at the Warfield was extremely 
robust. 

Will King, coast favorite, returned 
to town and revived the Casino, 
which has had the droops lately. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (5,000; 650-65-75-$1)—“Ari- 
zona Kid” (Fox). Pulled well from 
getaway and touched $50,000. Added 
proof that westerns are restored 
to popular favor here. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Divorcee” (Metro). Although sec- 
ond running, drew smart $18,000. 
Played Fox about month ago. 


San Francisco, 


Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- 
50-65-$1)—“‘New Fu Manchu” (Par). 
Pronounced disappointment. Open- 


ed light and continued that way 
for $15,500. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘Song of Flame” (FN). 
Came in with blaze of exploitation 
but did floppo. Yaanked after one 
week and meagre $11,500. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
§0-65-90)—“‘Paramount on Parade.” 


Holding up okay; 2d week, $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50- 
65)—“‘Cuckoos” (Radio). Slipped 


markedly but some profit at $10,500 
in 2d week. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,485; 30- 
40-50-65)—“‘Rich People” (Pathe). 
Normal gross for house, around 
$14,500. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50- 
65-90)—“Hold Everything’ (WB). 


Still zooming along; $9,500, 3d weex. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“Mamba” (Tiff). In small house 
okay at $6,500 on 2d week. That’s 
about grand under opener. 

Casino (Ackerman & Harris) (2,- 
400; 40-60)—‘Wise Girls” (Metro). 
House, in doldrums for couple of 
months, snapped back with Will 
King in stage act. King is draw 
here and paybox responded to $11,- 
000. 


2 H. 0. FILMS SAME 
WEEK IN DENVER 


Denver, May 13. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Weather: Fair 

Starting with a private showing 
for F. G. Bonfils, millionaire pub- 
lisher of the Denver Post, interest 
in “Ingagi” has taken the town by 
storm. Held over. “Hold Every- 
thing” remains for second week at 
least. 

First time in months two pictures 
have been held more than a week 
at the same time. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Orpheum (R-%-O) (1,600; 15-25- 
40)—“‘Ingagi”’ (Congo). Big. $14,000. 
Held over. 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—“Hold Everything” (WB). Good 








enough to hold over. $11,500. 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 20-40-50) 
—‘Laughing Lady” (Par). Fair at 
$4,100. 
Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-35- 
50)—“Green Goddess” (WB). At 


Aladdin few weeks ago so $3,500 
here good. 

Tabor (Bennett) (2,350; 
75)—“Loving Ladies” (Radio). 
$9,250. 

Denver (Publix) (2,.0); 

—*“Western Stars” (Par). 
past few’ weeks. $8, 500. 


RKO- Mouse $200 Apart 


Tacoma, May 13. 

(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

Weather, Dry 

Fair biz ruled. New 

policy seems okay 

tages. 

Improved lookout at the Rialto, 

which hit bottom week prior. 
Estimates for Last Week 


20-40-60- 
Up. 


20-40-65) 
Same as 





split-week 


RKO-Pantages (1,500; 25-50)— 
“Notorious Affair’ (Par) last half; 
Santry band first half, divided. 
$6,900. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 


50)—“‘Hold Everything” (WB). 
Laughs. $6,700. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50— 
“Rogue Song” (MGM). Big first 
few days--then dropped but good 
week. $4,200. 

Colonial (Fox) (350; oer ave 





and Easy” (MGM). 2,200 


at RKO-Pan- 











NOTEWORTHY 


The Butterfly Ball, an outstand- 
ing event of the New York Social 
Calendar, was held under the aus- 
pices of the Junior Auxiliary for 
the House of Rest, a home for the 
care and treatment of people af- 
flicted with tuberculosis. 

The elaborate entertainment fea- 
tured MEYER DAVIS’ ORCHES- 
TRA, with Joe Moss conducting. 


‘MONTREAL NO SET-UP 





FOR GARBO-PALACE OFF 


Montreal, May 13. 
(Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: fine 
Another week of middling 
summer weather having a 
lot to do with continued slump. 
“Anna Christie” held curiosity 
but missed big week at Palace. 
Went flat after first two nights 
and grossed only $16,500, much be- 
low expecttion. 
Capitol ran 
success with 


grosses, 


into only middling 
“Cohens and Kelleys 
in Scotland,” adventures of this 
couple having reached close to 
saturation point in this town; $14,- 
000 not so good. : 

Combo show at Loew’s rated 
above average with “Spring Is 
Here” grabbing off better propor- 
tion of the $13,000. Princess picked 
up on previous week with “One 
Romantic Night,” grossing $9,000. 
Imperial howed “Second Wife’ 
and average vaude to around $8,- 
500. Roxy put on a German picture 
“Don’t Play With Love” without 
special merit, but grossing well 
t -$3,200 to warrant hold-over. 
Neighborhoods had good week. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Anna 


Christie” (M-G-M). Started to 
taper early. Much under hopes at 
$16,500. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Co- 
hens and Kellys in Scotland (U). 
Mild reaction at $14,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65) 
“Spring Is Here” (FN). Picture 
had edge over average and vaude 
above ordinary collected nice gross 
of $15,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60). 
“Second Wife” (R-K-O). Just 
average show with slightly below 


average gross; $8,500. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55). 
“One Romantic Night” (UA). Lil- 


lion Gish first talker brought in 
better houses than previous week, 
with $9,000. 

Roxy (Ind) “Don't Play With 
Love” (German). Grossed $3,200, 
good enough for repeat. 


3 HOLD OVERS IN 
BAD WEEK IN WASH. 


Washington, May 13. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: hot 


Not much cheering last week. 
“Divorcee” at the decrepit Colum- 
bia with its small capacity, topped 
the town and held over. 

In response to queries reason for 
stressing white population in this 
report is due to fact town’s colored 
inhabitants of about 200,000 are 
not admitted to the theatres, they 
having their own houses. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew), “Divorcee” 
(M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Smash 
against adverse conditions; $16,000. 

Earle (Warner), “Western Stars” 
(Par) (2,244; 35-50). Considerably 
off; $10,000. 

Fox (Fox), “Temple 
(Fox) stage show (3,434; 
75). Down to $15,600. 

Met (Warner), “Hold Everything” 
(WB) (1,585; 35-50). Holding over 
at $14,000. 

Palace (Loew), “Young Eagles” 
(Par) stage show (2,363; 35-50-60). 








Tower” 
35-50-60- 


Lowest figure in many months; 
$15,500. 

Rialto (U), “King of Jazz’ (U) 
(1,978; 35-50-60). Holding over, 
though intake did not justify; $7,- 
500. 

RKO “Ingagi”’ (Congo). Second 
| week; $8,000, fair. 








K.C. 1S 0. K. 


Biues,” $22,300—“Sh 
Girl, $17,800 se 


Kansas City, May 13. 

Downtown first runs last week 
were of the light and frothy va- 
riety, with the exception of “Dr. Fu 
Manchu” at Newman. Even that 
house broke the spell with a special 
Wednesday midnight pre view of 
“Hold Everything.” 

Titles covered a lot of territory 
from Broadway to Hollywood. 

Loew’s Midland with “Society 
Blues” and vaude had one of its 
best weeks for some time. Main- 
street held up with “Show Girl’ 
and a strong stage show. 

Uptown, recently first run, had 
“Hallelujah” and the picture drew 
nice reviews. 

With the three big shots, Publix, 
Loew and R-K-O in hot competition 
for the business, customers got a 
break with early releases and the 
best pictures; quite a contrast from 
a year or so ago when the hits came 
in here after being shown in all 
the neighboring territory. Loew’s 
and Mainstreet also vieing for 
strong stage shows. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mainstreet—"‘Show Girl in Holly- 
wood” (FN) (3,200; 25-35-50-60) 
Hollywood hooey dramatized with 
Alice White doing best she could, 
but apparently badly miscast. Stage 
show. $17,800. 

Loew’s Midland—“High Society 
Blues” (Fox) (4,000; 25-35-50-60) 
Reviewers unanimous this Gaynor- 
Farrell picture would probably draw 
for no reason at all, and it did. 
Vaudeville. $22,300. 

Newman—‘Return of Dr. 
Manchu” (Par) (25-35-50-+60) 
ture of thrills and shivers, 
not stand much analyzing. 

Reyal—'Paramount on 
(Par) (890; 25-35-50-60) 
Sent to this house 
$3,900. 


“Society 





Fu 
Pic- 
but will 
$14,100. 
Parade” 
2d week. 
after at Newman. 


Pantages—“Broadway Scandals” 
(Col) (2,200; 25) Another back- 
stage affair, like others before. 


House seems to be suffering with- 
out vaude. $5,200. 


$17,000 IN NEWARK FOR 
LOEW'S: HEAT STANDOUT 


Newark, N. J., May 13. 
(Drawing pop., 700,000) 
Weather Hot. 

Real hot weather hit everything 
except Loew’s where Gene Dennis, 
mystic, brought them in with many 
repeaters, 


Mosque and Proctor’s have no 

cooling plants, hurting much. 
Estimates of Last Week 

Branford (WB) (2350; 30-50-75), 
“Ladies Love Brutes” (Par). Stage 
show much liked. Bancroft draw, 
but couldn’t pull above $19,800. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25,35-50), 
“Anna Christie’ (M- G- M). Second 
run Garbo just under second run 
“Disraeli”; 65,200. 

Little (Newark MP Guild) (299; 
35-50-60), “Rob Roy” (Pro Patria). 
Scotch strong for opening with bal- 
lyhoo, but heat promoted canny 
thrift; $2,000. 

Loew’s -State (2,800; 
“Society Blues” (Fox). Gaynor and 
Farrell in house for first time 
helped, but Gene Dennis biggest 
draw. $17,000. 

Mindlin’s Playhouse (436;30-50 
-75),“Seven Faces” (Fox), $2,500. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 30-50-75), 


30-50-60), 


“Paramount on Parade” (Par). 
Picture much liked, but disap- 
pointed at $16,300. 
Rialto (WB) (1,762; 50-65), “Hell 
Harbor” (UA), $7,100. 
R-K-O-Proctor’s (2,650; 25-60), 
“Western Stars” (Par). Matinees’ 


strength showed how Charlie Mel- 
son saved house from real nose 
dive; $13, 000. 


“Back-Stage” Films 
Pass Out-in Topeka 


(Drawing Population, 80,000) 


Topeka, May 10. 
Bessie Love and “Chasing Rain- 
bows” almost flopped at Grand last 


week. Lowest week in months. 

Novelty with “Song of the West” 
and its sound wiring finally brought 
up to dates, started clicking, but 
bad sound reputation kept many of 
the fans away. 

Estimates for Last Week 

: Grand (1,400; 50) (Fox), “Chas- 
ing Rainbows.” Just another back- 
stage show of which Topeka is be- 
coming weary. Scored lowest for 
months; $3,400. 

Jayhawk (1,500; 
fered because 


50) (Fox). Suf- 
of imperfect sound 
reproduction, “Benson Murder 
Case,” first half suffering most. 
“Devil May Care,” last three days, 
picked up bit: $4,600. 

Novelty (1,200: 40) (Fox). “Song 
of West” brought best business in 
months, though not at all what pic- 
ture should have had in Topeka; 
$1,400. 

Best (400; 25) (Fox). “Ace High 
Revue” on stage for 2d week of 





run; $950. 








2D DRAMATIC STOCK IN | 
OVER-SEATED PORTLAND 


Everything Off—‘Par Parade’ 


$8,600—“Romantic Night,” . 


$6,500 





Portland, Ore., May 13. 
Mostly program films with no 
special tieups last week. Big 
dropped to low levels. All houseg 
have announced “summer prices,” 
which means 35c. until 6 p. m. Only 
Fox-Broadway and Parker-Fog} 


United Artists keep 
60c. 


top price of 


down to four bits and mostly ads 
vertising cut-rate matinees. 
Publix Paramount doing bettep 


with Phil Lampkin and stage band, 
Act helps draw matinee trade, 
femme shoppers, et al. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 
“Lady to Love” (MGM). First 
Banky talker helped exploitation, 
Program picture did fairly. “Coral,” 


25-60)— 


stage show. $12g00. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,500: 25. 
50)—*‘Paramount on Parade” (Par), 
novelty, over to fair biz. Phil’ 
Lampkin and stage band. $8,600. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-50) 
—“Alias French Gertie” (Radio),: 
Underworld film went fair. Vaude," 
$9,000. 

United Artists (Parker-F ox), 
(1,200; 25-50)—“‘One Romantie 
Night” (UA) failed to get heavy 
register. Not good for run. $6,500, 

Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25- 


50)—Revised talker of “Phantom of 


the Opera” fair program week, ’ 
$3,500. 

Rivoli (Parker-Fox) (1,200: 25s 
50)—Second week of travel film, 
“Lost Empire.” Fair. May cone 
tinue. $4,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25« 
50)—“‘Hold iverything” (WB), 
Fair. $10,800. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 25). 


—‘Undertow,” dramatic, and got: 
attention. $3,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 
2d week of “The Texan,” moved 
from Paramount, pulled only fair. 


Serial film, “Up the Congo,’ good 
draw. $3,800. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1)— 
Duffy stock in “Girl From Child’s.” 
Usual. $3,500. 


Studio (Civic) (700; $2)—Moroni 
Olsen Players all week in stage 
drama “White Wings” under Junior 


League management. Good class 
trade in small house. $4,000. 





MERCURY’S 94 ONLY 
RECORD IN PROV, 


Providence, May 13. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather Hot 
Plenty of alibis. 











Publix R-K-O and others all. 


Unexpected heat’ 
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{ 
wave sent grosses toppling. One 
record last week was mercury to}, Real 
94, Phot ere 
Estimates for Last Week atta 
Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) “Hell reds M1 
Harbor” (UA) shorts. Laurel-]' 5), <p 
Hardy’s short, “Night Owls,” went Foire t. 
over big; $19000. Okay. “Paral 
-K-O- Victory (1,600; 15-50), hawt a 
“Big Pond” (Par), $9,000; very 500 Fann ns 
Majestic (Fay) (2,500; 15-50))) — sg 
“Hold Everything” (WB), $10,000 icely 
Under average. _ 
R-K-O- Albee (2,500; 15-50), Est 
“Runaway Bride” (Radio). Vaude Alamo 
No raves about this show at all. Temple 
$8,800. ‘MeKenn 
Fay’s (1,600; 15-50), “Secon@/—nteresti 
Floor Mystery” (WB), Stage shoWo attra 
Quiet at $8,000. "00. 
Mary 
B0-50) 
BOSTON PRETTY LOW — fRichara 
‘Bittle su 
Brown 
Met’s Low joan Over 3 Times a& [Great ( 
Big as daca Other t $3,250 
Rialto 
Boston, May 13. = roma 
(Drawing Pop. 850,000) ~~ 
Weather: Good State 
Luxurious weather passed out @& Porcee” 
bad week to films. Saddest of alli Bvays bi 
was the still lower drop in receipt# Pther g 
of “Journey’s End.” Last weeks eather 
gross $6,000—grand lower than pres efinitel; 
vious week. Same figure for SomS flow the 
o’ My Heart.” Drean ac 
Publix’ Metropolitan was on top early ¢ 
with $34,000 for “The Big Parade. ptarted. 
Keith-Memorial led the oth@€® | Strand 
Keith home, Keith-Albee, by eish® FHola & 
grand. “The Cuckoos” got $10,900 Bickle 
at the K. M. sTross to 
Loew’s State slid down to $13,800 
Estimates for Last Week 
Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)—"Bis E» 
Parade” (Par). $34,000. _— 
Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-5'-® 
—“‘The Cuckoos” (Radio). $10,900. Acader 
Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60)—“Let® Pay nigh 
Go Places” (Fox), $10, 200 ; 2 xplaine: 
Tremont — “Journey's End $2 the Prod 
top. $6,000. )_» f It's th 
Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-07 um co 
“Redemption” (MGM). $13,80°. so) 
Majestic—“Song o My Heart 
$6,000. 
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STOCKS’ 





Balto. Houses Keep on Standard 





Time, Fighting Daylight’s Hour 


Baltimore, May 
(Draw. Pop., 850,000) 


Weather: not 
Combined local exhibitors still 
to standard times despite 


eneral use of the daylight clock 
by patrons. No doubt b. 0o.’s are 
being hit by the new time ,partic- 
ularly for the late afternoon and 
first evening shows. Morever day- 
light observers, getting downtown 
at the usual opening hour find they 
must stand in a queue for an hour 
—and don’t. Question is how long 
will the exhibs hold out. 


Last week city was hit by the 
hottest early May week on record, 
and also had the Pimlico track to 


contend with. All-dry week gave 
the ponies the best break in years. 
Track operated on standard time 


‘on account of: railroad riding pa- 
trons, and this put people back 
home too late for evening enter- 
tainment. 


Grosses off generally, not a single 
house coming through with an out- 
standing intake. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew), “Free and Easy” 
(3,200; 25-60). Picture liked. Stage 
show over big. All wasted. Low 
week; $16,000. 

Stanley (Loew), 
King” (3,600; 25-60). Big musical 
no match for adverse conditions. 
Way off with rest; $14,000, not so 


“Vagabond 


good. 

Valencia (Loew), “Montana 
Moon” (1,200; 25-35). Same story 
here. Nose-dived to $2,200. 


Parkway (Loew), “Montana” (1,- 
000; 25-35). Ditto. Not as bad as 
downtown, however at $3,800. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), “Swing 
High” (2,500; 25-50). Off $8,000. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers), 


“King of Jazz” (1,572; 25-$1). Held 
over, but few customers; $5,000, 


liberal. 

New (M. Mechanic), “Lovin’ La- 
(1,500; 25-50); $7,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amus. Co.), “Hold 
Everything” (2,100; 25-60). Hold- 
over. Heat and races killed busi- 
ness of 2d week, down to $5,200. 

Met (Equity), “Hold Everything” 


7@15-50). Same story; $4,000. 


EVERYTHING'S” COMEDY 








1 TICKLED LOUISVILLE 
00) ae 
Louisville, May 13. 
d heat: (Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
One Weather: summer 
ury tog, Real hot last week and a real 
fhot gross for Loew’s with “Di- 
i. qyvorcee.” House turned away hun- 
“FTell dreds first two days and closed the 
eure best week in months at $15,000. 
: weal One day Hagenbeck & Wallace 
qcircus failed to dent takes. 
15-50) “Paramount on Parade” drew 
, an next, and is looked upon here as 
15-50), erhaps the outstanding talker- 
510,000, | rh ed Hold Everything” did 
15-50), Estimates for Last Week 
Vaude.f Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 40). 
at all, Temple Tower’ (Fox). Kenneth 
yMeKenna'’s “Bulidog Drummond” 


Secon@/—nteresting but not unique enough 
» shoW—o attract unusual patronage; $3,- 


> 


out & 
of all 
e¢ eipts 
week's 
n pre-e 

Song 


on top 
rade.” 

other 
, eight 
$10,900 


$13,800. 
Big 
-60) 


yn oo. 
Let's 





00. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
0-50) “Western Stars” (Par). 
Richard Arlen in weak spot with 
ittle support; $3,200. 


| Brown (Brown) (1,509; 20-50). 
Great Gabbo” (Cruze). Moderate 
at $3,350. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50). 
Paramount on Parade” (Par). 
ops all other revues. Well re- 


'Reived; $5,900. 


tate (Loew) (3,252: 35-50). Di- 
yorcee” (M-G). Norma Shearer al- 
ways big locally; $15,000 against 
pther good shows and very hot 





for the actors 


weather. Haden Read at last has 
efinitely won his audiences and 
ow the patrons sing with gusto to 
rgan accompaniment. It took him 
early two years to get the bunch 
Btarted. 
Strand (4th Ave.) (1,785; 35-50) 
Hold Everv ” r . 

sverything” (WB). Comedy 
hickled customers and advanced 
Sross to $5,800. 





Explanation for Actors 
Hollywood, May 13. 


ay night for actors. Conrad Nagel 
xplained to them the attitude of 
the Producers, 


It's the second time the new mini- 
mum contrac 


b Academy held a meeting on Mon- 
; 











Pittsburgh, May 13. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,000,000) 
Weather: hot 
Mercury up and grosses down. 
Hardest hit was Par'’s “Vagabond 
King’ at Warner. Yanked after 
Single week on $10,000. 


up for months because Warners re- 
fused to tilt scale to $1 and then] 
did a nose dive at reg prices. Tiff’s | 


“Mamba” brought in at minute’s 
notice Friday after it 


to yank “King.” 


right with 
on 
done this week. 

“The Big Pond” at Stanley 
Enright liked, but couldn’t over- 
come mercury. About $23,500 at 
Stanley, “jump of several 
Hollywood,” and maybe $12,500 at 
Enright. 
m.c. at Stanley may have helped. 

“Young Eagles” at Penn 
bettered $23,000, and Aldine took it 
on chin again with ‘Three Sisters” 
at $8,000. 

“Alias French Gertie” got only 
five days, house going to Friday 
opening with “Ingagi.” At $4,000 
“Gertie” only fair. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35, 50). 
“Three Sisters” (Fox). Meant noth- 
ing and lucky to step off $8,000. No 


cast names and picture rated weak 
fare at best. 

Enright (WB) (3,700, 
60). “The Big Pond” (Par). Day 
and date with downtown Stanley, 
about $12,500. House abandoned 
acts month ago, offering only stage 
band specialties. Goes to straight 
pictures next week. 

Harris—(Harris) (1,800; 10, 20, 30, 
40). “Not So Dumb” (M-G). An- 


25 ,35, 40, 


other of Metro pictures Penn didn’t 


want and made third in month for 
Harris, others being “Hallelujah” 
and “Great Life.’”’ Marion Davies’ 
picture okay at $5,500, undoubtedly 
helped by stage show. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25, 35, 
60, 75). “Young Eagles” Par) one 
of Buddy Rogers’ weaker sisters. 
Less than fair at $23,000. 

Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200; 25, 
35, 50). “French Gertie” (Radio) 
finally in after booked on four suc- 
cessive weeks. Only five days, house 
going to Fridgy opening last week. 
About $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25, 35, 60). 
“Big Pond” (Par). Also at Enright. 
Picked house up several grand over 
preceding week to around $25,500. 
Dick Powell’s return as m.c. Stage 
show good. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25, 35, 60). 
“Vagabond King” (Par). Took dull 
thud at less than $10,000 for first 
week. Yanked after six days, pic- 
ture having been booked for fort- 
night. House had announced pic- 
ture as early as March 1 but re- 
fused to tilt scale to $1. Premature 
and successive announcements fig- 
ured harmful to picture, 


“Big Pond” St. L. Clicks 


13. 





St. Louis, May 
(Draw. Pop., 1,000,000) 
Weather: Warm 
Business held up well in all 
houses last week, due chiefly to ex- 
cellent weather most of the time. 
All shows had attractive bills and 
spent money to advertise them. 
Only opposition was from Forest 
Park Highlands that opened with a 


| $2,900. 
t has been elucidated | 


‘in Wall Street.” 


St. Louig (4,280: 35-65)—‘‘Clancy 
Vaude, 


was decided 
Latter picture was 
to have played day and date at En-| 
Warners 2d week and is 
view at East Liberty de luxer 


and 
grands 
over previous week’s “Show Girl in 
Return of Dick Powell as 


hardly 


' 
} 
| 


BIG POND’ LOOKS OKE IN 
PTSBG STANLEY, $25,500 





Picture held 





|and 
| tately, 


big flourish, and other outdoor at- | 
tractions, 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) 
—‘Big Pond” (Par). Stage show. 
$30,600. 

Fox (6,000: 35-75)—‘‘Double Cross 
Roads” (Fox). Stage show. 
Loew’s State (3.300: 25-35-65)— 
“Hell Harbor” (UA). Shorts. $12,- 

100. 

Missouri (3,800: 35-50-65-75)— 
“The Texan” (Par). Shorts. $12,700 
| Grand Central (1,700; 50-75)— 
|“Murder Will Out” (FN). Shorts 


cand 
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Future Obscure As Market 








Advices Vary 














Widely— | 


Ie L.A Held Up Very Nicely Last Wk: 
CKER - Short Goes $8,000 Over Average: 


‘Bad One’ Off Sharply at $19,000 


Theatre Shares Arrayed |In Heat Detroit Sees Red; 


As “Showmen” and “Wall | « 
St.”’ Issues—Talk of Loew | 


Increased Dividend. 


“GTE” DISAPPOINTING 
By AL GREASON 


Progressive dullness 


ized the week’s market with broker- 
age opinion widely divided on the 
One side takes the position 
that lows of last week’s break have 
not been tested as bottoms, while 
the other bases bullish ideas on the 
fact that the inside market position 
with crowded short account argues 


future. 


against a wide break. 


Yesterday was one of the quietest 
sessions of the year with the volume 


falling slightly below 3,000,000 
shares. Amusements were entirely 
neglected, moving sluggishly close 


to Monday’s levels. 


character- 


The ticker was 
motionless for minutes at a time 
and for an hour at a stretch once 
active stocks would not appear on 





the tape. Customers’ room turned 
? . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Amusements 
High. Low. Last. Chge. 
900 Con F.... 23% 23% 23% + 3 
12,300 East K....248% 244 247% +4% 
9,600 Fox ...... 53% 52144 68% + % 
5,200 Gen. Thr.. 48 47 458 “4 
5,100 Loew .... 95% 92% 94% +2 
23,000 Par. ..... 70% 68% 69% + % 
1,600 Pth A..... 16 15% 15k— % 
29,400 RKO ..... 42% 41% 42% +1 
TOO BEG sccave 29% 238% 29%+ % 
31,100 W B...... 63% 67 67% + % 
Curb 
1,100 Col. P 52% 52% 52%— % 
1,000 Fox ...... 14% 14% 144% — 
1,200 Tech. 66 65% GS'2—- % 
Bonds 
100,000 Gen. Thr... 99% 99% 9914— % 
4,000 Pathe .... 74 74 74 ee 
4,900 Loew, ww.12 126% 128 41 














to matching nickels and ignored the 


board altogether. 


Up to 1 o'clock the extreme range 
market's fastest stepper, 
to 48%; 
2-K-O’s spread was even less be- 
During the third 
was a little show of 
activity with prices moving up frac- 
tionally, but It didn’t get anywhere 
Only 
issue that got a play was Loew, 
which surged to a new all time top 
above 95 and held most of the gain. 


of Radio, 
was an even point, 49% 


tween 4114 and 42. 


hour there 


for most of the theatre stocks. 


Eastman also was in demand. 
It is possible that the 
may be a preliminary period 


advice in the street is non-commit- 
tal, urging the familiar on-the- 


fence policy of “maintaining a trad- 


ing position for small turns.” 
Keep Off Warning 


Course of prices as the new week | 
opened confirmed the reasoning in- 
spired by the tone of the market on | 
the recovery from the sharp break 
to the effect that Wall | 
quiet period and 
any 
violent upward surge for the pres- 
was elo- 
| quent of the big banks’ intentions. 
Prices were shot up violently, halt- | 
| ed just as they began to look good, 
precipi- | 
the familiar device of making 
| outside dabblers uncertain and hesi- 


of May 7, 
Street wanted a 
was determined to discourage 


ent. Thursdays’ session 


then dropped just as 


tant, 


Saturday came a surprise upturn, 
timed to nicety when nobody looked | 
Monday, | 
have | 
carried through, the market turned 

potty and confusing, leaving no cue 
to what it might be expected to do 
did noth- 


happen. 
thrust should 


for anything to 
when the bull 


yesterday. Result was it 
ing particularly. 


The powers 


(Continued on page 12) 








dullness 
of 
quiet accumulation as a forerunner 
of a later upward swing, but best | 


| ally 
| been 


| be called off road. 


that make markets 
seem definitely to have frowned on 


Exception, ‘All Quiet’ 


Detroit, May 13 
Skids were under the local house 
grosses last week. Unusually warm 
|} weather hurt 
Compared to other houses Fox 
| fared very well Unusual exploita 
tion played up “This Mad World’ 
to satisfactory figure considering 
“King of Jazz” off first and sec- 


ond week. Expected to build, but 
failed to do so. “Journey's End” not 
up to expectations and will be taken 
out after another week when it will 


play in a Publix house at pop 
prices. Current at $1.50 top. 
Michigan with “Dr. Fu Manchu” 
almost hit the all time low. Did 
hit low for 1930. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Michigan — “Return of Dr. Fu 
Manchu” (Par) (4,045; 35-50-75). 


Way down for low mark of 1930; 
$28,700. 

Fox—“This Mad World” (MGM) 
(5,100; 35-50-75). Class picture put 


over with smart publicity. With 
bad weather break house outdid 
itself with $26,700. 


Fisher—“In Gay Madrid” (MGM) 
(2,800; 35-40-75). Small overhead. 
Anything over $18,000 profit. Un- 
usual considering beauty of house 


'and fact that elaborate stage shows 


produced locally; $16,700, 

Oriental—‘“Rich People” (Radio) 
(2,300; 35-50-75). Names in picture 
helped little, otherwise not much 
excitement; $8,000. 

United Artists “A Romantic 
Night” (3,300; 35-50-75-90). Un- 
usually light business. ‘The Big 
Pond” opens Thursday; $8,100. 

Paramount “Western Front” 
(U) (3,300; 35-50-75). Picture sur- 
prise. Morbid and not for flapper 
consumption, drew class. trade. 
Held over for 3d week. First time 
any picture played this house over 
two weeks for several months. One 


week the usual $18,100. 


State—“King of Jazz” (U) (3,000; 
35-50-75). Tunes and pretentious 
production failed to draw. Light 
business first week, but held over 
because of nothing else available. 
Failed to build 2d week as hoped. 
“Hold Everything” opens Friday; 
$4,600. 

Adams—‘Captain of Guard” (U) 
(1,800; 35-50-75). Personal appear- 
ance of John Boles first two days 
helped alonog. Not bad; $10,200. 

Shubert - Detroit “Journey’s 
End” (Tiff) (1,200). Failed to over- 
come conditions. To start in Pub- 
lix-Kunsky house at pop prices 
soon. Good showing at $6,000. 


TORONTO RED HOT: 


GROSSES PROVE IT 


Toronto, May 13. 
(Draw. Pop., 800,000) 
Weather Hot. 

Hottest early spell in years and 
biz was punk, Amusement 
and carnivals also helping to keep 
grosses down compared with 
month 

Estimates for Last Week 

Uptown (3,000; 35-80), “Benson 
Murder’ (Par). Best attraction for 
week, but biz down; $16,500. 

Tivoli (1,690; 35-65), “Rogue 
Song” (Metro). Second week not 
so good, big drop to $14,000. 

Shea’s Hip (2,690; 30-60), “Lum- 
mox.” Vaude. Picture failed 
draw and vaude only fair; $14,000. 

Imperial, (3,500; 30-60) “Ladies 
Love Brutes” (Par). Bancroft usu- 
draws here and would have 

better except for weather; 


$16,500. 

Royal $1-$2.50) 
“Babes in Toyland,” 3rought here 
after show had been prepared to 

Things like this 
£0 pretty well here: $17,000. 

Loew’s (2,200; 30-60) “Ship From 


Alex (2,000; 


Shanghai” (Metro). Not so good; 
$13,009. 
Empire (1,400; 25-$1), “Pigs.” 


Last week of stock for season, an- 
Other $4,500. 


—+ 


Manchu’ NS.G., $28,700; 


|} moved out to the 


'around $5,900. 





parks | 


last | 





60 | 


T.os Angeles, May 13. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,500,000) 
Weather: Usual 
Business is holding up for the film 
houses with “Caught Short” still 
making most of the current and lo- 
cal noise Dressler-Moran comedy 


Boulevard and will 


be close to, or slightly over, $14,000 
upon concluding its lone week there 
That about $8,000 over this neigh 
borhood theatr« average and a 
weet follow-u] he film in hav 
ing ven the State a new ali-time 


houst 
week 
“All 


‘em 


record of $46,100 the previous 


Quiet” continues to knock 


over at the Carthay, and a third 


|} week at around $18,000 is something 
| more than satisfactory. 


Both the Chinese and Mayan, with 
McCormack and “Journey’s End,” 
haven't been able to get going. It’s 
too late now. 


State and “Her Golden Calf” will 
do about $26,500 as a fair figure. 

Mother's day Sunday seemed to 
help a majority of the houses, 
afternoon attendance picking up in 
most cases, 


“The Bad One,” at the United 
Artists, was among those favored 
and due to its solid start should 
border on a $19,000 first week. 


‘Ingagi” appears to be on its way 
to a $12,000 fifth week at the Or- 
pheum, and if picking up any may 
stay another seven days. 

“Mammy” quit the Downtown 
after a 2d week to $14,000, and 
Barrymore closed his fortnight at 
the Hollywood to $21,200. 

New, “Fu Manchu,” is doing noth- 
ing special at the Paramount and 
will have to step to reach $22,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (Fox)—“Caught Short” 
(Metro) (2,164; 25-50). Comedy on 
stock market pushing house out of 
all proportions and sure to reach 
$14,000. It may shade that a little. 
Is $8,000 over house average. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“All Quiet” 
(U) (1,500; 75-$1.50) (3d week). Fine 
3d week at around $18,000. 

Chinese (Fox)—“Song 
Heart” (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (4th 
week). Complexion for this one has 
not changed; they simply won't go 
for it in big way at $1.50. Did 
$15,700. 

Criterion (Fox)—“King of Jazz” 

(U) (1,600; 25-75) (4th week). On 
final four days will not better $5,- 
000; had quiet stay. “Divorcee” ar- 
riving this Wednesday preceded by 
two weeks’ advance campaign in 
dailies with stills of Shearer get- 
ting bigger each day. “Big House” 
after that. 
' Egyptian (UA-Fox) — “Young 
Fagles” (Par) (1,800; 20-65). Buddy 
Rogers didn’t give house any the 
best of it; $9,200 under house aver- 
age. 


o My 


State (Loew-Fox)—“Her Golden 
Calf” (Fox) (2,024; 25-$1). $26,500 
pretty good here, although follow- 


ing $46,100 of “Caught Short” natu- 
rally doesn’t sound so good. 

Mayan—“Journey’s End” (Tiff) 
(1,490; 50-$1.50 (4th week). Mis- 
quoted last week. Should have been 
$5,800, not $8,500. Still off, 4th week 
Blowing at end of 
5th week. 

Million 
(Par) (2,300; 
$5,500 

Orpheum—“Ingagi” 
270; 50-75) (5th week). Will be 
around $12,000 on 5th week. If 
spurting any will be held for an- 
other. “Cuckoos” next. 

Paramount (Publix)—‘New Fu 
Manchu” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Not 
overly intriguing to natives and 
lucky if reaching $22,000. 

RKO-—“He Knew Women” (Ra- 
dio) (2,950; 30-65). House off some- 
what of late and at $14,000 this one 


Dollar (Par) — “Honey” 
35-50). As usual at 


(Congo) (2,- 


|} won't end slump. 


United Artists (Pub-T7A)—“The 
Bad One” (UA) (2,100: 25-$1) (1st 
week). Started off smartly and $19,- 
009 figures first week with smile. 

Downtown (WRB)—“Mammy” (W- 


|B) (1,800; 50-75) (2d, final week). 
| Out after two weeks with final $14,- 
|}000. “Numbered Men” (FN), first 


| of prison cycle, current. 


Hollywood (WBRB)—“Man ‘¢-0om 


| Blankleys” (WR) (2,756; 25-75) (ist 
*| week). 


Did nicely on fortnight; 


| finishing at $21,200. 





Masquers’ Frolic, $7,200 
liollyweod, Mav 12. 
Annual Masquers Club Frolic was 
held Saturday night at the El Capt- 
Hollywood. 
Crossed $7,200. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Chicago’s Worst Grosses Last 
Week—Red Ink Splashed All Over 
Loop Houses-—Nothing Stood Up 


Chicago, May 13 
Bottom has fallen out of the loc: 
Picture market. Week before ied 
business was brutal. Last week it 
died. 
Loop exhibitors are running 
around wildly trying to dig up 


hole. 
a thing. 


something to plug the 
and alibis don’t mean 


blame it on the general depression, | 


on the weather, on daylight saving 
and on the dog and horse races. 


Last year at this time grosses 
were: 

Chicago: “Divine Lady” (FN), 
$52,000. 

McVicker’s: “Broadway Melody” 
(M-G) (5th week), $27,000. 

Oriental: “Dangerous Woman” 
(Par), $37,000. 

Monroe: “Ojd Arizona” (Fox) (2d 
loop run), $5,800. 

Orpheum: “Glad Rag Doll’ (WB), 
$12,000. 

Roosevelt: “Weary River’ (FN), 
$35,000. 

State-Lake: “Donovan Affair” 
(Col), $26,000. 

United Artists: “Coquette” (UA) 
(3d week), $32,000. 

Woods: “Noah’s Ark” (WB) (5th 


week), $16,000. 
The above figures show the re- 
markable power of the holdovers. 
In the last four months, no pic- 
ture with the exception of one sex 
“injunction” film (“Party Girl’) has 


been able to stick more than two 
weeks. The pictures, at the run 
houses, show fair strength in the 


opening stanza, then fizzle and are 
yanked. : 
Bad Beating 


The Oriental took its worst beat- 
ing in months last week with a 
picture that was sent in to bolster 
this weakening house. At $20,800 
this represents approximately 11 
grand of red ink. The house is a 
great B&K worry, and rumors are 
strong at present that house will 
gwitch to straight picture policy. 

MecVicker’s lost $8,000 on the sec- 
ond week of “Rogue Song,” going 
to $11,200. This is a new low for 
the house, which formerly hal $13,- 
000 as its record low. The picture 
was heavily exploited, and the extra 
ad space in the dailies cost over 
$10,000. 

The Chicago shows the same sad 
tale. This ace house was heart- 
breaking at $39,000, <pproximately 
$3,000 in the red, with “Ladies Love 
Brutes.” George Bancroft is an es- 
tablished fav here, yet there are the 
figures. 

R-K-O State-Lake. vaudfilm, 
which rarely dropped below $25,000 
in the past, broke about even with 
$17,500. “Happy Days,” after a fair 
first week at the Roosevelt, rolled 
over and played dead and was 
yanked after 13 days. United Artists 
had enough with one week of “Be 
Yourself.” 

R-K-O Palace, straignt big time 
vaude, did $10,500, sending it into 
the red for $10,000. 

Woods couldn’t do anything with 
the presence of John Boles in per- 
son with “Captain of the Guard,” 
and house was six feet under at 
$8,500. Monroe and Orpheum tell 
the same story. Orpheum now using 
second run product in a desperate 
effort to cut the nut. 

“Journey’s End,” road show, far 
under expectations at the Garrick. 
“Across the World,” travelog, at the 
Studebaker, just died. 

Last week is conceded by all local 
picture men to have delivered the 
worst business in the loop for all 
time. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.)—‘“La- 
dies Love Brutes” (Par) Stage show 
(4,000; 50-85). Best figures in loop, 


but pain. Worst in months at 
$39,000. 
McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.)— 


“Rogue Song” (M-G) (1,865; 50-85). 
Started fair, but on 2d week to- 
bogganed to record low for house. 


$11,200. “Hold Everything’ (WB) 
current. 

Monroe (Fox)—‘Double Cross- 
roads” (Fox) (1,000; 50-75). No 
better than big houses. In hole at 
$2,200. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“Mamba” (Tiff). Stage show (3,200; 
50-85). Dropped $14,000 from pre- 


vious week's gross; landed head- 
down in the red ink, just $800 above 
record low. Terrific wallop at 
$20,800. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“Green God- 
dess” (WB) (799; 50-75). House 
switched to second runs to save bit 


on nut. Not much hope at $4,700. 
Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“Happy Days” (Fox) (1,500; 50-85). 


After good first week, went on skids 
and yanked after 13 days. Last six 
days $18,600. “Texan” (Par) opened 
nicely to $3,700 for first day. 

State-Lake (R-K-O)—“Other 
morrow” (FN). Vaude (2,700; 
75). House slumped but 
$17,500. 

United Artists (Publix-UA)—‘“Be 
Yourself” (UA). (1,700; 
Only one week for this 


To- 


managed 


one at 


Excuses | 


They 


50- | 


50-85). 





BAD ON MOST OF 
MINNEAPOLIS REPQRTS 


wensnniiie May 13. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weatner: Un‘avorable 
Depression holding local show- 
|houses and practically all other 


conmimercial enterprises in vise-like 
|grip. Gives every promise of last- 
ing at least through the summer. 
|Instead of improvement, further 
retrogression. 
| Several days of hot weather and 
|}a few rainy nights added to mana- 
|gerial woes last week, making go- 
ling all the tougher. It’s hard 
enough pulling to get in the cus- 
|} tomers when weather conditions are 
| favorable, managers say. 
| Pie Rogue Song,” heavily 
| poomed at the Century, probably 
|}did about as well as could be ex- 
| pected under all the adverse cir- 
| cumstar neces, but the returns were 
away below normal for a picture of 
|this caliber, the recipient of such 
; excellent exploitation. Still the Tib- 
| bett production is being retained 
for a.second week—probably be- 
cause the contract between Publix 
and M-G-M calls for at least a fort- 
night run. At any rate, there wasn’t 
enough business during the first 
seven days to call for the holding 
lover of this picture. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota — (Publix) (4,200; 75) 
“Western Stars” (Par) and Publix 
stage show, “Modes and Models.” 
Program gave best of satisfaction. 
Better than preceding week, but far 


| 








under par for this house. Consid- 
ering generally bad conditions, 
probably no cause for complaint; 
$24,400. Poor. 

Century — (Publix) (1,600;75) 





“Rogue Song” (M-G-M). Opinions 
| regarding merits of picture mixed. 
| Tibbett’s singing aroused much en- 
thusiasm and word-of-mouth praise. 
| Preceded by big and effective ad- 
vertising and exploitation campaign. 


Gross many thousands less than 
probably in normal times; $9,900. 
Poor. Held over. 

State — (Publix) (2,200; 60) 
“Hell's Harbor” (U.A.). Lupe Ve- 
lez real magnet, but picture re- 
garded as far from hot. Consider- 
ing conditions, house did _ better 
from comparative standpoint’ in 
most of recent weeks: $6,600. Bad 


RKO Orpheum—( 2,890; 50) “Tem- 
ple Tower” (Fox). Vaude. Fair 
picture and very good vaudeville, 
Carroll's Revuette particularly com- 
mendable. Great amusement buy 
for 50c. or, if you happened to be 
in possession of two-for-one cards, 
25e. And still they wouldn’t buy. 
What a town! $9,000. Very bad. 

Lyric—(Publix) (1,300; 40) “Lord 
Byron of Broadway” (M-G-M). 
First episode of “Hunting Wild Ani- 
mals in India,” added attraction re- 
sponsible for most of trade here. 
Picture panned and. did not figure. 
$2,900. Very fair. 

Pantages—(1,600; 25-50) “Around 
the Corner” (Col.) and vaude. Show 
pleased; $5,000; bad. 


RKO 7th Street—(RKO) (1,400; 
25-40) “Ingagi’” (Congo). 2nd week. 
Unfavorable weather hurt mid- 


week; $6,000. Profitable and satis- 


factory. Held over for 3rd week. 
Aster—(Publix) (900; 35) “Wed- 
ding Rings” (FN). First-rate pic- 


ture seemed to hold little box-office 


power at this house. $2,000. Not 
so good, 

Grand — (Publix) (1,100; 35) 
“Honey” (Par). First half; “Song 
of the West” (Warners), 2nd half. 


Second loop runs; $2,200. 

Shubert — (Bainbridge dramatic 
stock) (1,400; 35-$1) “Brothers.” 
Stock. $4,000. Bad. 


TIFF’S SOUND FLEET 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Tiffany has started construction 
of another sound truck. 
This increases its fleet to six. 








$17,000. Poor. “Hell Harbor” (UA) 
replaced. 
Woods (R-K-O)—“Captain 
Guards” (U). (1,200; 50-85). 
Boles in flesh four shows a day 
didn’t help matters. Worst since 
house opened at $8,500. Will he 
yanked any day, with “Cuckoos” 
(Radio) set to replace any day. 
Garrick (Shubert) “Journey’s 
End” (Tiff). (1,200; 50-$1.50). Road 
show special received splendid com- 
ments all around, but house follow- 
ed trend and = only fair first week 
at $10,000. Capacity for house at 
scale about $18,500. Picture will 
probably scram shortly to the Mc- 
Vicker’s for pop price run. 


of 
John 





Studebaker (Insull)—‘Across the 
World” (Indie). (1,200; 50-$1) 
| Travelog with Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
| Sohnaon and Boy Scouts weak on 


opening. $4,000, very bad. Goes out 
after two weeks, with house revert- 
| ing to legit stand. 


| tices but mediocre business: 











PHILLY’S GOOD CHANCE 
RUINED BY HEAT 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Hot weather played havoc with 
the downtown picture houses last 
week. Several survived nicely until 
Friday and Saturday when the bot- 
tom fell out entirely. Virtually 
every: one of the grosses at least 
one-fifth off from what might have 
been expected under normal cir- 





cumstances. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)—‘In 
Gay Madrid” (M-G-M). Good no- 
$42,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)— 
Texan” (Par, ist week). Started | 
well and would undoubtedly have 
had nice week except for weather; 
$23,000; held over. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Those 
Who Dance” (WB). Another dis 
appointment; $7,000. Off Saturday. 

Earle (2,000; 50-75) —“ Slightly 
Scarlet” (Par). Under average 
with $18,000. Stage bill under aver- 
age too. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘“Para- 
mount on Parade” (Par). In Ist 
week $21,000, enough to warrant 2d 
week, although not notable. 

Kariton (1,000; 50)—“The Di- 
vorcee” (M-G-M). Picture shown 
previous week at the Mastkhaum to 
record biz. Good here at $5,500. 

Erlanger (1,900; 50-75)— “The 
Cuckoos” (RKO, ist week). Best 
house has had in some time despite 
heat; $13,000; held over. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—“Double Cross- 
roads” (Fox). Well under average; 
$26,000. Stage bills at this theatre 
recently have been noticably in- 
ferior. 





BOX OFFICES COLD IN 


BROOKLYN’S HEAT 


Brooklyn, May 13. 

Brooklyn house returns as cold 
as the Arctic with the terrific heat 
and humidity blamed. Helen Kane 
was special stage card at the Par- 
amount but didn’t help much. 

The Fox billed Bob West like a 
circus but the plugging didn’t drag 
‘em in. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Paramount—‘New Fu Manchu” 
(Par) (4,000; 35-50-75». Rudy Val- 
lee in pit and Larry Rich and Helen 
Kane on stage. No rave at $46,400. 

Fox—“High Society Blues” (Fox) 
(4,000; 35-50-60-75). Rube Wolf on 
stage. Bob West at organ. Biz a 
little livelier at $15,000. 

bee—“‘The Love Racket” 
(Radio) (3,248; 35-50-60-75). $13,- 
300, very poor. 

Strand—“Strictly Modern” 
(2,800; 25-35-50-60-75). 

Met—“Montana Moon” 
(3,577; 35-40-50-75). 
$19,600. 


SEATTLE SPOTTY 
$16,800— 





(WB) 

$18,000. 
(Metro) 

Not so bad at 








“Divorcee” Tops Town, 


Several Flops 





Seattle, May 13. 
(Draw. Pop., 550,000) 
Weather, Ratn and Colder 


Snappy sex as elaborated in “Di- 
vorcee” did its stuff for Fox. Held 
over. 

Al Franks getting ready to re- 
open old Pantages, under new name 
and with musical comedy, first run 
picture policy at 10-20-30. As this 
is a great “dime town’ for shows, 
lineup looks okay. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Paramount On Parade” (Par). 
Heavy advertising helped. $12,200. 

5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Children of Pleasure” (MGM). 


Stage show. $10,300, flopped. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)—“Di- 
vorcee” (MGM). Got kale. Sweet- 
en’s stage gang added sweetening. 
$16,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 


50-75)—“‘Hold Everything’” (WB). 
2d week. $9,000. 
Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 


(2,000; 15-25-35)—"S 
No” (WB). $9,900. 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 
—‘Anna Christie” (Fox). 
week. | $3,100, good. 
Metropolitan (Pub)—“Young Men 
of Manhattan” (Par). $4,700. good. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-50)— 
“Spring Is Here” (Rad). $9,000 flop. 


he Couldn't Say 


15-25-35) 
Good 





Grauman’s Cab. Foolishly 
Let In Howard Hughes 


Hollywood May 13. 

Sid Grauman has designated what 
is officially called “Grauman’s Cabi- 
net.” Sole and only function of 
the cabinet is to look after the open- 
ing of “Hell's Angels.” It consists of 
Grauman, Hammond, Beall, 
Brown and Howard Hughes. 


George 


Hughes | 


can out-vote the entire bunch. 
Local interest in the opening is 
attested by 1,600 orders for the $11 
pasteboards in advance of their 
printing. 
Expect Chinese may go clean 


whole week prior fo opening. 





‘The | 


Comparative Grosses for A April 


Table of grosses during April for towns and houses listed as pre 








viously reported weekly in variety. 
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April 5 April 12 April 19 | __ April 26 | 
CAPITOL “Anna “Girl Said |" “Montana | “Free and] 
| High.$109,286} Christie” No” Moon” | Easy” 
|Low.. 30,000 $76,727 $69,200 $73,000 $69,800 
(3rd week) 
Stag e Show ee PLP ee | 
PARA- ~ “Honey” “Honey” “Benson  |“Young Maq 
MOUNT $77,200 $57,300 Murder Case” | of 
| High. .$95,000} (ist week) (2d week) $66,900 | Manhattan" 
_ Low. 49,100} Stage Show ‘a i. Hy |__‘$75, 800 
ROXY “Captain of | “Captain of | “Cock o” the “High So.) 
| High. $173,658 Guard” Guard” Walk” ciety Blues’ 
|Low.. 59 ,300 $99,700 70,300 $59,800 $133,300 
(ist week) (2d week) (New low) (Ist week) 
Stage Show i 
STRAND “Playing “Disraeli” “Disraeli” “Song of | 
High. .$81,200 Around” $33,100 26,700 West” 5% 
Low... 15,000 $23,700 (Ist week) (2d week) $30,600 
st ~All Sound | aes ie 
April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 
CHICAGO “Green “Montana “Men Are ~ “Benson 
High. .$71,300 Goddess” Moon” Dangerous” Murder” 
Low... 33,000 $44,500 $52,500 $41,500 $46,500 
Stage Show ae 
McVICK- “Son of “Son of “Hot for “Hot for ] 
ERS Gods” Gods” Paris” Paris” 
High. .$53,000 $30,700 $15,400 $28,900 $18,700 
Low... 13,000) (1st week) (2a week) (1st week) (2d week) 
All Sound i 
MONROE “Unborn “Golden “Crazy That “Sky 1 
High. .$12,500 Child” Calf” Way” Hawk” 
Low... 2,700 $2,800 $2,700 $3,000 $3,900 
(4 days) 
All Sound 
ORIENTAL “Honey” “Men With- “Free and /|“Show Girlig 
High. .$52,500 $40,900 out Women” Easy” Hollywood” 
Low... 20,000} All Sound $32,100 ___ $26,500 $26,800 
ROOSE- “General “General “Texas ~ “Texas 
VELT Crack” Crack” Moon” Moon” 
High. .$36,500 $24,700 $23,100 $17,000 $9,000 
Low... 9,000) (ist week) (2d week) (1st week) (4 days) 
All Sound Pees: 
STATE- “About “Only the “Loose “Lovin’ 
LAKE Women” Brave” Ankles” Ladies” 
High. .$35,750 $26,000 $25,000 $23,000 $20,000 
Low... 16,000 Vaude - 
UNITED “Vagabond “Lummox” “Lummox” “Puttin’ on 
ARTIST ne $19,300 $10,800 Ritz” 
High. .344,300 $23,5 (1st week) (2a week) $22,100 
Low... 11,000) (4th aoa (ist week) 
All Sound ee ee 
ORPHEUM “Wide “Furies” “Isle of “Song of 
bligh. .$16,900 Open” $5,500 Escape” West” 
Low... 4,800 $6,000 $6,000 $8,500 
i SP ae All_Sound _ Fa Sa Z ea 
April 5 __ April 12 April 19 April 26 _| 
EGYPTIAN “Anna « “Men Are “Sarah and “Vagabond 
High. .$14,000| Christie” Dangerous” Son” King” 
Low... 6,000 $10,000 $12,000 $12,000 $11,000 
Stage Show 
LOEW’S “Montana “Free and “Devil May “Society 
STATE Moon” Easy” Care” Blues” 
High. .$48,000 $32,000 $26,000 $26,000 $25,500 
Low... 15,000}/Stage Show ° 
PARA- “Young “Benson “Western “Paramount} 
MOUNT Eagles” Murder” Stars” on Parade” 
High. .$57,80C0 $20,000 $23,000 $26,000 $24,000 
Low... 15,600} All Sound 
UNITED “Hell’s “Be Your- “Be Your- “Love 
ARTISTS Harbor” self” self” Brutes” 
High. .$38,700 $8,000 $16,000 $11,500 $18,500 
Low... 6,200) (2d week) (1st week) (2a week) 
Stage Show 
WARNERS “Texas “Texas “Spring Is “Mammy” 
DOWN- Moon” Moon” Here” $19,200 
TOWN $22,000 $16,900 $15,800 
High. .$38,800) (ist week) (2a week) 
Low... 10,3 All Sound 
WARNERS’ “Hold “Hold “Love “Song of of thd 
HOLLY- Everything” Everything” Racket” Flame” 
wooD $28,000 $20,000 $16,000 $24,500 
High. .$37,300| (3rd week) (4th week) 
Low... 12.000! All Sound_| —— 
4a 
April 5 April 12 April 19 __ April 26 
WAR- “Bishop “Mysterious | “Mysterious “Rogue 
FIELD Murder” Island” Istand” Song” 
High. .$48,000 $12,000 $16,000 (2 days) $20,000 
Low... 8,200) (2d week) (Ist week) |‘Rogue Song’} (2d week) 
All Sound $27,000 
(5 days) 
PARA- “Young “Love “Vagabond “Benson 
MOUNT Eagles” Brutes” King” Murder 
High. .$36,000 $18,500 $16,000 $14,000 $19,000 
Low... 6,200) All Sound - _ > 
CALI- “Western “Western “Romantic “The. 
FORNIA Stars” Stars” Night” Texan 
High. .$34,000 $20,000 $13,000 $13,000 $17,000 
Low.. 6,200} (ist week) (2d week) (5 days) 
All Sound — 
ST, FRAN- | “Be Your- “Be Your- “Unborn “Unborn 
cis self” self” Child” Child 
High. .$23,300 $9,000 $7,500 $8,500 $6,000 ; 
Low... 3,000) (ist week) (2d week) (ist week) (2a week) 
All Sound ——— 
EMBASSY “Green “Texas “Texas “Hold 
High. .$24,300| Goddess” Moon” Moon” Everything” 
Low... 7, $9,000 $10,000 $8,000 $16,000 
(2d week) (ist week) (2d week) (ist week) 
— _AlL _Sound_ eee Sa —= 
eee LS — 
| April 5 | April 12) April 19) __ April 26_ 
~ STATE | “Lady | “Lummox” ~ “Lummox” “Montana 
High. .$40,000) Love” $15,800 $19,000 Moon 
Low... 14, 100) $18,000 | (Ist week) | (2d week) >- 09 
(ist wee k) rw — —_ 
~ METRO- “Young “Benson “Vagabond Beagrie 
POLITAN | Eagles” Murder” King” oo 
High. $66,000} $34,900 $40,300 $38,200 
Low.. 25,200: (ist week) \ 











> 


(Continued on page 32) 
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Myers, Richey and Steffes 


Variety has been informed an insistent effort has been made to secure 
the source of information of a story in Variety of April 23, last 
cipally mentioning Abram Myers, H. M. Richey and W. A 


upon as leaders of the independent exhibitors of their states or the U. S. 


| 
prin- 


Steffes, looked 


The story was headed “Hays’ Hard Rap at Indies Wha Sell Stock.” i 
Stock seller was named as H. M. Richey, secretary of the M. P. T. O. A 
of Michigan. Later on it stated, quoting from a “Haysite,” that “Si 


Steffes wants Publix to give him a theatre,” referring to Steffes the 
indie exhib leader of Minnesota, and again, speaking of Abram Myers 
head of the Allied States organization composed of states’ bodies of 
indies, it said: ‘Myers is starting his trade paper.” 

Messrs. Richey and Steffes immediately following the receipt of that 
issue of Variety in their home towns, Detroit and Minneapolis, wired 
Variety requesting its source of information. Each was answered to the 
effect that no news source is ever divulged, but that both could answet 
the story by wire and their answers would be printed in the 


next issue 


April 30 Neither Steffes nor Richey replied 
Negotiated for Theatre 

' 

Steffes denied he had ever asked for a theatre free from Publix, but 


it is unlikely he will deny he had attempted to negotiate for a Publix | 
theatre in the state of Minnesota 

Mr. Richey stated, that “I have never been and never will be con- 
nected with any ‘audacious stock selling scheme’.” The 
selling scheme” was among the other quoted remarks by the “Haysite’ 
in. the same Variety story. 

$3,000,000 Gross 

Over his signature in a prospectus issued by De Luxe Production, Inc., 
of Detroit, of which Mr. Richey is vice-president, it said that $200,000 
of the total capital stock of the company of $250,000 would be offered 
for sale at $10 each share to make a talking production of “Ten Nights ina 
Barroom” and that picture, when completed, would “conservatively gross 
$3,000,000.” Another statement in the same prospectus by. Mr. Richey 
was that the net profit to the company on “Ten Nights’ would be $1,- 
500,000 or four for one on the investment by the stockholders. Some of 
the other statements made are just as wild. 

Mr. Richey as a member of an exhibitors organization may be pre- 
sumed to know something about grosses. Can he or any other picture 
man believe that the old-fashioned-worse-than-“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
could ever commence to reach $3,000,000 in rentals? But accepting that 
it would, could Mr. Richey believe that gross possible without the co- 
operation of the giant theatre circuits, and even so, could he guarantee 
the co-operation of the giant circuits which he, as well as Steffes, has 
strenuously opposed on the surface at least for a long time? 

Why So Anxious? 

Just why this anxiety to procure the source of Variety’s information. | 
What did Variety print to create so much flurry or worry? What are the | 
facts? A simple denial by Steffes would have straightened out the differ- 
ence between “negotiating” and “asking” for a Publix house. Messrs. Richey 
and Steffes may still forward their answer for publication in this sheet. 

Variety's information now is that there is a trade threat made in con- 
nection with Variety's original story, unless its source is divulged. That 
threat has not been made to Variety, but to persons in the trade as 
Variety has been given to understand. 

As to Mr. Myers, although he has entered no complaint, it is said he 
is standing with Steffes and Richey on the trade threat. That is calling 
off any further contract conferences between indies and distribs. 

Myers’ Monthly News 

Mr. Myers became the leader of the independent Allied State organ- 
ization, after his first year’s salary as such had been deposited in a bank. 
He seemed to be leading the indies as well as they ever have been led. 
Until finally, Mr. Myers said his organization would publish a monthly 
magazine, in the line of a house organ, and it would carry advertisements. 
Objective of the house organ was to furnish its members with trade news. 
..Trade news monthly? The picture business can turn over in a week 
and Mr. Myers was promising to give his members news monthly! Later 
it seemed the advertising was a very important end of the monthly 
house organ. Letters were sent soliciting advertisements. To indie in- 
dependents? Maybe. To distributors, the heaviest advertisers, repre- 
senting the giant circuits? Yes. 

Which leaves the framework of three indie exhib leaders hooked up or 
trying to hook up with the giant circuits in one way or another; one want- 
ing a theatre, to buy, another sending his stock selling prospectus 
to giant circuit heads and the other soliciting advertising from them. 

Myers, Richey or Steffes or any “Haysite” may make reply in Variety 
to anything Variety prints regarding them, personally. But neither can 
secure the name of a source of information Variety ever prints, for only two 
know that: the one who gives the information and the Variety reporter. 

It is the creed of the newspaper man never to divulge his source, and 
Variety’s reporters are backed by this newspaper in that respect under 
any and all circumstances. 

Making it Persona! 

Another side to this is that three persons with an afleged grievance 
are attempting to sway the entire body of indies away from something 
the indies and distributors want—a mutually agreeable form of rental 
contract. Each of the three rather expose a hogging selfishness in 
that attitude. 

To satisfy or pacify their own feeling of indignation because something 
Was printed about them, they are going to call upon the entire field 
of independent picture exhibitors who want rental protection in writing, 
to take up their personal scrap and let those indie exhibs go hang 
about their own business matters, which are vastly more important to 
every other exhib. . 

That's the sort of leadership the show business has attempted, and 
Successfully, with actors organizations’ leaders carrying forward union- 
ized actors But the indie exhib is not an actor, despite his leaders. 

Which Way? 

It the indie exhib members of the various bodies represented by these 
three men prefer to fight for their leaders’ sancity rather than the 
Preservation of their own theatres, which 2 mutually agreed upon con- 
tract will greatly help, then it’s up to the exhibs. If the indie exhib 
won't protect himself even until the last minute, when the distributors 
apparently are willing that he should be protected in order that his 
theatre may be operated properly in its relations with the producers, 
ond the theatre live to return revenue to the distrib, it's almost useless 
to further look upon the indie exhib as a showman or business man. 


“gudacious stock 





ALLEGES © 


Three 





Instead, he goes into the actor class, to be swung about and hog-tied 
by selfish leaders and may lose this opportunity, now present, for that | 
Contract 


While these would appear, should have plenty of 
®xplaining 


ig to do why they want to jam up the works on the indie mem- 
Who are they? 


three leaders, it 





} 
“ership merely because they, alone, are displeased 


‘nd in this day when the picture exhibition is so precarious for not | 

niv t] indie exhib, but all exhibitors, circuits or otherwise! 
Myers is not looked upon as a showman or exhibitor. Therefore 

9 ieader on without direct theatre affiliation, all the more b ume | 


eing so easily influenced by Steffes and Richey 


NS 





ATTAGKO 


Allied States’ Direc- 
tors Displeased at Story, 
Says Myers—Three Allied | 
Officers Also Mentioned 


in Story—Interview 


VOTE GOING ON 


Washington, May 4 

There is a decided possibility that | 
the 5-5-5 conferences have reached | 
their finish. This includes the call- 
ing off of the gathering hoped to | 
bring about the standard contract | 
and iron out other difficulties, 

When first questioned Abram F. 
Myers, Allied States indie head, de- | 
clined to discuss this possibility. | 
When questions in this regard were 
coupled with others, Myers dropped 
the attitude of silence and to this 
specific question stated: 

“Three members of Allied board | 
of directors having raised a ques- | 
tion as to whether the organization 
should participate in the 5-5-5 
conference in view of attacks in- 
spired by the Hays organization. The 
matter was submitted to our full 
board as required by the rules. These 
leaders are scattered and many are 
submitting the question to their | 
boards, so that the referendum is | 
not complete. At the proper time | 
the association will announce the | 
position it has taken.” 

Attitude of the Hays organiza- 
tion, which Mr. Myers interprets as 
anything but a peaceful attitude, 
has already been reported. Myers 
recently stated that if “Hays wants 
to fight he’ll get that fight.” With 
the question of continuing the 5-5-5 
conferences submitted to a vote in- 
dicates the possibilities ahead. 

The next question put to Myers 
by “Variety's” reporter at the re- 
quest of “Variety's” New York of- 
fice was as to what he thought of 

. (Continued on page 12) 


U. A/S 21 FILMS, 6 
OVER LAST YEAR 


U. A.’s largest program ever will 
comprise 21 and possibly 22 pic- 
tures. Coming season ('30-'31) will 
be larger than last year's program | 
by six productions. 

Pictures are: 

“What a Widow” (Gloria Swan- | 
son). 

‘Raffles” (Ronald Colman). 

“Lottery Bride” (Arthur 
merstein, producer). 

“Whoopee” (Eddie Cantor), 

“Abraham Lincoln” (Griffith). 

“Eyes of the World” (Inspira- 
tion). 

‘“DuBarry, Woman of Passion” 
(Norma Talmadge). 

“Forever Yours” (Mary Pickford). 

“Whispers” (Chester Morris). 











Ham- | 


“Her Glorious Affair” (Evelyn 
Laye). 

“Lucky Break” (Irving Berlin, | 
producer), 
Tropical story for Dolores Del 
Rio. 


2d Gloria Swanson film. 

DeSylva, Brown & Henderson 
film. 

Joan Bennett starring talker. 

“City Lights” (Charles Chaplin) 

“Sons o' Guns” (Al Jolson). 

Douglas Fairbanks production, 

“Sea Dogs” (comedy). 

“Hell's Angels” (completed). 

Of this number, six are scheduled | 
as musicals, with a possible addi- 
tional picture, running it to seven | 
and increasing program tuo 22, 





Preview of “Lincoln” 
Holl; wood, Ma 


United Artists wil pre 
Abraham Lincoln xt 

Thereafter decisior lb ra 
or e release date. , 
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Ist Runs on Broadway 


J 4 ing 


Week May 16 
Capitol—“Divorcee” (Metro). 


Globe — “Runaway Bride” 
(Radio). 

Paramount — “The Texan" 
(Par) 

Rivoli—“Ladies Love Brutes 
(Par) 

Rialto Big Pond" (Par) 

Roxy AYTiZo i Kid | Ox} 

Strand Man Fron Bla 


leys (WRB). 
Week May 23 


Capitol Ladies of Leisure” 
(Col). 

Paramount—‘True to Navy” 
(Par). 

Strand — “Green Goddess” 
(WB). 

Winter Garden — “Courage” 
(WB). 

$2 Openings 
May 19—*“Silent Enemy” (Par) 


(Criterion). 
May 21—‘Pride of Regiment” 
(FN) (Hollywood). 











RICHEY BURNS ONLY 
ON WORD ‘AUDACIOUS’ 


Detroit, May 13. 

H. M. Richey stated at his office 
here he never denied connection 
“with the stock selling of the Deluxe 
Prod., Inc. That he is an official of 
this organization is a matter of rec- 
ord. The burn-up is over calling it 
“an audacious stock selling scheme.” 

Richey stated in no mean terms 
that this group was in this thing to 
make money. He believed that pro- 
ducing this picture meant nothing 
to him except that. He also said 
that there was no stock promotion 
connected with it. There was to be 
no commissions paid for the sale of 
stock and every dime was to be 
used in producing the picture. He 
also said that he had every penny 
invested so far, and that it would 
only be used if picture could be 
produced for the amount invested. 
If not the entire amount would be 
refunded to investors. 

Richey also stated that article 
printed in “Variety” put him in a 
bad light and was not fair. That 
there was nothing of the “blue sky” 
in the proposal to make “Ten Nights 
in a Barroom” into a talker. 

Matter of the prospectus stating 
the picture would gross $3,000,000 
and net a profit of $1,500,000 was 
not gone into, 


Oakie Better, So Sap’ Set; 


Even Break for Grass 





News from the Paramount 
York studio this week is: 

Jack Oakie is recovering from his 
throat operation and “Sap From 
Syracuse” starts pronto. 

They've planted grass in front of 
the studio and have assigned a spe- 
cial guard to see that the grass gets 
an even break. 





Author’s Sellout 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Paul Speir, former local legit 
producer, has purchased the pic- 
ture rights for all of Leonid An- 
dreyev's stories, with exception of 
‘He Who Gets Slapped.” 


L. A. to 0 ¥. 


Lewis Warner 

Paul Block 

H G Delabar 

j J Sullivan 
‘ Piotshine 


NDIES’ Warners and W 


Business Mystery of 


_ E. Stil Continues 


Warner Bro vil ettl ir 
lifferences w \\ t n kK 
for a minimur of $ ) 00 ast 
| That's official whether W. E. pays 


ioff or not 


Tea — . ; - , . 
It comes with the 1} Ire com- 


pany and the electric entering the 
third year arbitration pro- 
ceedings, which have come to be 


over 


recognized as a gag in some parts 
of the trade, but in higher and bet- 


| ter informed sources to be consid- 


electric has 
| imputations 


ered the tumbling block for J. G 
LT I iT 

Important picture executives in 
ontact with the A. T. & T. situ- 
1tion iy that ti parent organiza- 
tion regards Otterson as washed up 


because of his contractual dealings 
With film companies, and particu- 
larly the Warner 

Westernites, who, like the War- 
ners, have refused to divulge what 
has happened all these years in the 
industry’s most celebrated example 
of star chamberism, admit that the 
made many counter 
against the Warners, 


mess 


but has not evidence to substan- 


tiate most of the charges. Featur- 


jing in Western's counter-claims is 





New | 





the relation alleged between the 
brothers and Pacent, the first cheap 
indie equipment manufacturer in 
the field. 

The shouting of pioneerism in the 
talker field, loudest at first by the 
Warners, is now of equal volume 
from Western's headquarters. 

“We put sound over. We are the 
only company that believed in it, 
Others turned it down. They were 
afraid to chance it.” 

That's the cry from the Warner 
sector, while down Western's way 
this comes back: 

“We invented sound. We manu- 
factured equipment. Without us 
there would have been no sound. We 
saved the film industry.” 

A. T. & T.’s Rep 

Outside, certain members of the 
Hays organization regard the bat- 
tle between Warners and Western 
as serious; that it is sincerely bit- 
ter and that the brothers are out to 
do what they can do. 

Other members figure American 
Tel. & Tel.’s billions and its repu- 
tation for never having lost a bat- 
tle that it really wanted to win. 

Some of the lesser Warnerites 
calculate that it’s a real fight and 
that their bosses are out for scalp 
meat. 

Their bosses, however, are either 
silent on the subject or else they re- 
fer to patent situations and making 
the electric “pay.” 


Still the arbitration proceedings 


j}continue; the mysterious battle of 


the sound century. 


Camera Patents Co.’s Tiff 
With Col.-Affiliated Lab. 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Gamera Patents Co. slapped an 
injunction on the Horsley Labora- 
tory last Saturday, alleging that 


| the latter outfit had made unware 


ranted changes on its Spoore 
Thompson developing machines te 
which C-P holds the patents. The 
injunction was vacated Wednesday 
without bond. 

Inside angle fs a tiff concerning 
Columbia Pictures, which acquired 
an interest in the Horsley plant last 
year and has since had all its de- 
veloping and printing done there. 
Columbia is now a $1,000,000 yearly 
lab account, 


— ——————— 


June 5—Franklin Night 
Holly vood, May 13 
Date of Harold B. Franklin testi- 
monial dinner is now June 5 
Sid Grauman is handling all! the 
details 
Over 2,000 perso all stag, ex- 


pected to attend 





King in “Control” 


Hollywood, May 13 
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Stocks’ Dullest Trading 





| 


markably well during the early May 
slump and since then has kept up 
a well planned defense: Operation 


has the advantage of close holding 
of the stock. Bears would think 
| twice before selling it into the 
hands of a clique that rrobably 
could retaliate Shares not ip 
iddenly from 10 to 35 d rules 
steady just below 30 Bo s have 
been barely steady. 
Two Groups Now 
Whole amusement group already 
divided itself into two divisions 
in the minds of ticker followers 
There are the showmen-managed 
group headed by Paramount on one 
side, coupled with potential ally, 
Warners. and on the other side the 
| properties into which downtown 


(Continued from page 9) 
any demonstration. Another specu- | 
Jative orgy could be inspired almost 
any time now, but Big Business 
doesn’t want another Oct. 29. That's 
what a synthetic bull market would 
bring on unless the advance were 
supported by definite and ibstar 
tla petterment in general tf ine 
Amusements High 
Something like that broad s 
tion Is What 18S WworkIns pon tie 
amusement stock: rhe ‘ stan 
at an all-time hig! erage £ 
moved ip trom the autumi NDreak 
further than any one single group 1n 
the list. Earnings probably about 
ju tif, irrent prices for the focal 
issues, but no more Paramount is 
selling safely within the old ratio of 
10 times net, while friends of War- 


ners are putting out estimates of $8 
a share for 1930, compared to a mar- 


| support 


ket price below 70. 

Loew's current profits are at new 
records, and there is general talk of |} 
an increase in its regular rate, | 
which now stands at $3, to $4 o1 
pette! 

It’s difficult to figure Fox ratio ex 
cept that its profits are concededly 
above those of last year and its 
price level low. Thus the situation | 
would see: . to be that levels here- 


abouts are reasonable, but a new in- 
fluence is needed to push them fur- 
ther. Materials for such a move are 
at hand in possible new trade com- 
binations, and bringing these influ- 
ences forward probably is just a 
matter of picking the appropriate 
opportunity, which certainly is not 
the moment when Wall Street 
turned its face against aggressive 
speculative marking up of quota- 
tions. 
Merger Layout 

Possible merger move with which 
the ticker folk are at the moment 
most concerned is that involving 
R-K-O and either Fox or Loew, both 
of which are in a position for such 
a maneuver. R-K-O heads have re- 
peatedly made public denial of any 
pla: to that end, but these are re- 
garded as merely technical. One 
story is that Paramount and War- 
ner have gone so far as to commit 
themselves to a tentative defense 


against a Loew-R-K-O amalgama- 
tion of any kind, agreement being 


that if an R-K-O-Fox or an R-K-O- 
Loew amalgamation goes through, 
there will be a Paramount- Warner 
association to match it. In another 
story in this issue‘it is plainly stated 
the Par-Warner proposal is chilled 
at present over a deadlock on man- 


agement. 

Meanwhile situation of General] 
Theatres becomes an_ interesting 
element in the picture business. 


With its huge holdings in Fox and | 


Loew is takes a strategic place in 
the trade, the position of a holding 
company owning actual control of 
two supposedly competing organiza- 
tions. On the surface this looks like 
a parallel of the situation in the 
Allegheny Corp. in relation to cer- 
tain railroads which the government 
has challenged, and the legal status 
cf which may be presently clarified 
in the courts. 

Incidentally the $4 Fox dividend 
rate and a prospective increase rate 
for Loew ought to make General 
Theatres look good. The stock, on 
the contrary, has been making a 
poor showing on the ticker for two 
weeks. During the last break it 
took a severe mauling at the hands 
of bears, who threw stock at it con- 
tinuously without breaking its front. 
On the recovery it has done exactly 
nothing, marking time inside a nar- 
row range between 47 and 48 and 
never breaking ground in either 
direction, with the turnover drop- 
ping off from more than 100,000 
shares under attack to less than 
29,000 a day. Lack of initiative is 
puzzling. Whatever the maneuver 
is, it has discouraged the Times 
Square crowd, principally because 
the stock’s apparent short interest 
shows no signs of nervousness, 


The Loew Clique 


There has seldom 
a clique operation in the amuse- 
ments as the current Durant cam- 
paign in Loew. Durant, a director 
in Loew and one of the 
most spectacular traders, 
discussed as the big Loew 
company insiders boldly following 
his lead. Operation is carried on 
without regard to the general mar- 
ket trend. While other stocks were 
struggling to hold moderately half 
way levels, Loew's has been marked 
up within a point or two of its all- 


been so candid 


is openly 
bull, with 


time top of 94, touched last week 
when the rest of the market was 
irregular. It is said Durant set a 


top for Loew's some time ago. 
Story is that R-K-O will take in 


Pathe sooner or later but that is 
also doubtful, although Pathe has 
gone up on the reports. This also 


the R-K-O people have depreciated 


as a likelihood. Pathe has held 
recent gains only in part, getting 


up around 16 after the decline from 
19 to below 14, with a steady, mod- 


erate turnover which might mask 
accumulation. 

Shubert ks 

Shubert operation continues with 

varying fortunes. Stock held re- 


iis | 


financial interests have lately bought 
in. The partisans of both line-ups 
their preference with per- 
suasive arguments. Paramount ap- 
pears to be the only one without 
banking obligations. ’ 


Followers of the Wall Street 
shares agree cheerfully that Wail 
Street is interested principally in 
the business of making its theatre 
shares valuable securities and to 
that end has the Big Business vis- 
ion and courage to put through 
any constructive program. Moral 


of this is that they will make their 


shares valuable and attractive to 
the trading community, which 
means high levels for the stocks 
|and profits to their holders. 
Paramount 

Friends of Paramount argue to 
; the same conclusion but by a dif- 
ferent course. They point out that 


has | 


| Paramount has been tested by time, 








country’s | 





| striking 
| moving 


was developed into its present im- 
portance by the organization that 
still controls and operates it. They 
have in other words the showman 
ability to make the business pros- 
per and its securities flourish in 
proportion, 

Not that the Paramount crowd 
disregard market clique enterprises, 
for the record of the issue dis- 
counts any such view, but the point 
is that Paramount tradition is that 
of showman operation, while Wall 
Street works according to the Wall 
Street formula. In a measure the 
Warner background resembles that 
of Paramount, although the recent 
entrance of new outside financial 
interest in Warners somewhat 
changes the picture. 

While the theatre issues them- 
selves marked time, their big 
brother, Eastman Kodak, made 
progress on the recovery, 
up almost without a pause 
from its bottom around 220 to bet- 
ter than 245 and within ten points 
of its top before the last setback. 


Columbia Strong 


Columbia Pictures on the Curb 
attracted further attention by the 
way it held its recent gains, re- 
maining above 50 even after an- 
nouncement of its initial dividend 
at 37% cents, on a regular rate of 
$1.50, payable July 2 to common 
stock of record of June 19, and an 
initial dividend in stock of 24%% on 
the common payable semi-annually. 


First stock payment is Oct. 2 to 
stock of record Sept. 3. Regular 
quarterly 75 cents was voted on 


the preferred at the same time. 
Paramount voted its regular $1 
quarterly disbursement on the com- 


| 
| 
| 





| 











Coast P. A’s Grabbing 
Imports from Stage 
For Quick Cleaning 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Heavy importation of stage star's, 
and the arrival of others on 
has pumped new life into the free 
lance press agents who for the past 
year have been having a tough time. 
A great number who previously 
pulled down $400 a week and up 
have been hanging onto a few small 
accounts for “nut” money. 

When talkers came most of the 
stars who supported space gyabbers 
started on the downslide. Their 
first move was to cut off the p. a. for 
economy. Also hurting the free- 
lancers was a clause in many of the 
new contracts prohibiting the play- 
er from engaging: publicity men 
outside the studio. Many stories 
leaked through the personal p. 2. 
before the studio was ready to re- 
lease them, and others were dupli- 
cated, with dailies tossing them into 


spec, 


the basket. 
Buttonholed at Station 
Players arriving here from the 
east are waylaid by the p. a.’s as 


they get off the train, and signatures 
are grabbed for publicity contracts 
before they find out what it’s all 
about. Most of the publicity boys 
are getting $100 weekly or more 
from the new accounts. 

Even with the influx of new play- 
ers, things are far from jake for the 
publicity men. Newcomers are in 
a hurry to see themselves in print 
and, as a rule, their names mean 
nothing to the local editors. If the 
copy is sent east, there’s two weeks 
to a month before the blurbs reach 
the player, which is too long for 
the p. a.’s to wait before taking 
their bows. With most of the free 
space in the local papers grabbed 
by theatres, and the chatterers 
having plenty of friends to fill their 
columns, the only sure spot is the 
obit column, 





FOX DISBANDS ITS 


INDUSTRIAL DEPT. 


The decline in filmdom’s interest 
in industrial accounts definitely ma- 
terialized during the past week, 
when the Fox organization, pioneer 
in that field, disbanded its entire 
department. 

Fox industrial payroll, reported 
to be in excess of $5,000 weekly, plus 
other expenses is claimed to have 
far exceeded the earning power of 
the company. 





mon, payable June 28 on the record 
at close of business June 26. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer voted the 
usual quarterly 1%% on its pre- 
ferred amounting to about 47 cents 
(par is $27), payable June 14 to 
stockholders of record May 29. 
Company reported net profit for the 
28 weeks to March 14 at $6,076,000. 
Loew owns all the common stock 
which has never been traded in. 


STOCK EXCHANGE 
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Myers May Call Of 5-5-5 





(Continued from page 11) 
Steffes’ efforts to negotiate for a 
Publix house in Minnesota. 

To this one Myers said: 

“As I understand it Mr. Steffes on 
|hearing that a Publix house com- 
| petitive with his theatre in Minne- 
| apolis was for sale made inquiry 
| 
i 





with the view of acquiring the 
house. He was informed that Pub- 
lix did not intend to dispose of any 
more theatres, and there the matter 
dropped. 

“There was no foundation for the 
statement quoted fromsan unidenti- 
fied ‘Haysite’ in ‘Variety’ that 
Steffes was trying to get Publix to 
give him a theatre. I know of no 
reason why Steffes as an independ- 
ent exhibitor may not buy or lease a 
theatre from Publix, or anyone else 
to the extent of his resources and 
credit. The statement in ‘Variety’ 
obviously was inspired by malice 
and intended to have a destructive 
| effect.” 

Myers on Richey 


Continuing Myers gave his idea 
}on the Richey promotion in connec- 
tion with “Ten Nights in a Bar- 
room.” Myers said: 

“So far as the promotion of ‘Ten 
Nights in a Barroom’ is concerned, 
Allied is no more concerned with it 
than with Mr. Steffes’ negotiations 


for a theatre. The first I heard 
about it was when I received pro- 
tests concerning the story in 
‘Variety.’ As I understand it a 
group in Michigan having secured 
rights to the story and believing 


it to have possibilities, are seeking 
to promote its production as a talk- 
ing picture. So far as I know they 
have a perfect right to do this. 
“The offering of highly spéecula- 
tive securities by and on behalf of 
a certain large production company 
in the last year passed without 
criticism by ‘Variety’ or any ‘Hays- 
ite.” Is it not queer that the pros- 
pectus of these men, containing the 
|name of a single Allied representa- 





ltive should have come in for such 
a panning? 
“The time of the statement and 


the attempt to connect it up with 
Mr. Steffes’ affairs and the publica- 
tion of ‘The Allied Exhibitor’ all 
tend to prove that it was part and 
parcel of the undercover campaign 
of villification of Allied and its 
delegation to the 5-5-5 conference 
that has been conducted since the 
resumption of the conference in 
April.” 
Talking at Last 


Myers started talking after weeks 
when he has maintained an almost 
solid front of. silence. Under the 
same New York instructions 
“Variety’s” reporter asked Myers as 
to the chance of Allied dissolving, 
to which he answered: 

“There is not the remotest possi- 
bility that Allied States Association 
will dissolve. That it will is un- 
doubtedly the profound hope of cer- 
tain politicians in the industry, and 
I can only assume that they are 
responsible for reviving the rumor 
at regular intervals.” 

The new publication of the allied 
group came in for its share of ques- 
tioning. Myers was asked the why 
of a monthly association organ. 
How he expected to give such a 
publication any news value to its 
readers and why not mimeographed 
bulletins that would give the mem- 
bers “spot” news. Also if not in- 
tended as a medium of dispensing 
news then was it not apparent that 
the solicitation of advertising is to 
be its principal purpose. 

Mr. Myers said: 

Just a Mag 


“‘The Allied Exhibitor’ has not 
been announced as a trade paper, 
but as a magazine devoted to the 
interests of the theatre owners. It 
is not the personal enterprise of the 
president (Myers) of Allied, as the 
jtrade press has insisted but is the 
) Official organ of the association. A 
primary purpose is to publish ar- 
ticles of an instructive and con- 
structive nature regarding the the- 
atre business. In this it overlaps 
to a certain extent a few of the 
trade papers which have such de- 
partments. Another main purpose is 
to specialize on organization affairs 
to a greater extent than existing 
publications do or can afford to do. 
Naturally, in a monthly publication, 
news, as such, must be secondary 
consideration. 

“As regards the 
jwe get out weekly mimeographed 
jbulletins instead, the association 
has heretofore issued bulletins in 
that form whenever it was deemed 
advisable and will continue to do 


suggestion that 





so. That is not, however, a satis- 
factery medium for the broader 


lis herewith 





work in which the association ig 
now engaging.” 

That, Myers added, answers the 
question as to the main purpose 
of the publication being a play for 
advertising. 





Abram Myers was reported short- 
ly after the “Haysite” quotations 
were printed in “Variety” of April 
23, last, sending out a questionn: 
to all Allied members request 
replies concerning that story which 
reproduced: 


re 


Ing 
ng 


“Variety’s” Story 

(From “Variety,” April 23, 1930) 

Resurrecting “Ten Nights in 
a Bar-Room” from- the 
vaults, a group of independents 
headed by H. M. Richey, of 
Abram Myers’ Allied indie 
staff, are endeavoring un- 
load $250,000 in common stock 
at 10 bucks the share. The pro- 
moters are promising a $3,000,- 
000 return from bookings of the 
talker version of “Bar-Room. 

They say it can be a master- 


silent 


to 


ful combine of “Cock-Eyed 
World,” “Over the Hill” and 
“Sunny Side Up.” 

While informed of the move 
which is termed there “one of 


the most audacious stock selling 
schemes made in the industry,” 
the Hays office is not reveal- 
ing what action it will take. 

One Haysite comments: 

“Funds get low in some of 
these political exhibitor organ- 
izations. Myers is starting his 
trade paper and “Si_ Steffes 
wants Publix to give him a the- 
atre, so it looks like the Mich- 
igan lieutenant figures his best 
‘in’ is to become a producer.” 

Exhibitors, it is learned, are 
receiving subscription blanks 
and copies of an elaborately 
worded prospectus on the re- 
vived “Bar-Room.” A lot, how- 
ever, are turning the com- 
munication over to others and 
there is considerable conversa- 
tion. 

Except for the lining up of 
officers nothing so far has been 
accomplished. According to the 
printed matter, even DeLuxe 
Productions, Ince., is only pro- 
posed so far as the “Inc” goes. 
Printing and world rights to the 
theme are set. 


DeForest Trial in Canada 


Ottawa, Can., May 13. 

Various talking picture persone 
ages have been in Ottawa for the 
hearing before the Exchequer 
Court of Canada of the application 
of DeForest Phonofilm of Canada, 
against Famous Players Canadian 
Corp., for an injunction restraining 
the use of talking picture installa- 
tions because of alleged patent in- 
fringements. 

They included Dr. Lee DeForest, 
Eugene Augustin Lauste, 73, of 
Bloomfield, N.J., who claims the mas- 
ter talking picture patent as issued 
by the British Patent Office in 1906; 
Merritt Crawford of New York, and 
various officials of Famous Players 
Canadian. 

Lauste was called 
for defendants. 


Judgments 


M. D. 


as a witness 


George C. Tyler; Locke; 
$29,791. 

Cosmopolitan Opera Co., Inc.; N. 
Y. Tel. Co.; $100. 

Majestic Theatrical Circuit, Inc.3 
N. ¥. Tel. Co.; $52. 

Brooklyn Velodrome 
Gerstein; $739. 

Romona Theatre Corp.; © 
man; $31,973. 

Speak-O-Phone Corp.; Belmore 
Studio Film Tone, Inc.; $550 


Corp.; J. 


New- 


Bankruptcy 
A. & G. Publishing Corp., 551 5th 
avenue; liabilities, $35,948: assets, 
unknown. 


Cruze, Inc., Bankruptcy 
Los Angeles, May 1%. 


James Cruze, Inc., has until May 
22 to answer a petition in involun- 
tary bankruptcy filed against }t by 
three creditors. These aré Me- 
Huron’s Grill, the Metrop itan 
Sound Studios, Inc., and Sm & 
Aller (film laboratory). _ p 

Grill claims the Cruze proecus ing 
company owes $421 for _ oa 


studio claims $4,195 and the 
tory wants $5,319 for mater }e 


—— 
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Wun. Fox's Failure 


Of Govt Only Discovered Monday - 


—_—— ° 


to Answer Suit 





; he Clayton | 
Government suit on the la) Standard and Electro 


Act against the Fox-Loew purchase, 
started some three months ago, got 
hitched a bit when it was found 
that on Monday, the answer of Wil- 


—eeeeEeEeEeEeEeEeeeen 


liam Fox in that. matter had as 
yet not been filed. Answer for Fox 
and Loew's Inc., had been previ- 
ously made. Government would 
like to dissolve the purchase of | 
Loew’s by Fox. 

Trouble over William Fox’s non- | 


answer broke because of the mixup 
that occurred after Fox entered into 
the trustee agreement with Halsey, 
Stuart. Then he was represented | 
by the law firm of Hughes, Schur- 
man & Dwight. This firm put in 
he answer for Fox Films. None 
was made for William Fox. 
Subsequently that law firm with- 
drew by consent and Samuel Unter- 
myer represented William Fox. Lat- 
ter will in all probability also rep- 
resent Mr. Fox in the government 
suit now. Very likely that owing 
to these conditions Mr. Fox will be 
permitted extra time to prepare a 
defense for himself in the deal. This 
answer in all events will not be in 
before May 17, at the earliest. 
Complications out of the 
fact that Fox since the suit was 
started by the government has sold 


arise 


his stock and interest in the Fox 
company. Additional fact to be 
considered from Fox’s. personal 


angle is that previously the Loew 
control holdings were in the name 
of Fox Theatres. By Clarke deal 
the Loew holdings have been 
switched by purchase to Fox Films. 

Belief general business is that 
government suit will not get under 
way for a little while anyway. The 
angle shot at is that for government 
to step in now and bang away at 
biz combines or trade wouldn’t do 
general biz conditions throughout 
country any good. This, especially 
in view of the fact that present 
Washington administration is an- 
gling for and shouting prosperity. 

Bankers take the view that gov- 
ernment is aware of this angle and 
that any attack of the picture biz 
will have a correllative effect on 
business in general. 

But anyway the government fig- 
ures the big shots may, if the gov- 
ernment definitely opposes, form a 
holding company for both Fox and 
Loew's, putting in the assets of 
both and giving shareholders a fair 
break in the new company on an 
exchange basis taking in both com- 
panies. 





ENGINEERS MEET FOR 
4 DAYS IN WASH. 


Washington, May 13. 

Technical side of the picture in- 
dustry, including those responsible 
for the development of the newer 
phases of the talkers and of color, 
completed a four-day session here 
last week. It brought out many 
promises for future developments. 

Interest centered in Television 
which phase did not reach a definite 
stage of discussion until the speak- 
ing started at the banquet Wednes- 
day night. 

Will Hays was the _ principal 
speaker of this gathering, he giv- 
ing a talk that was sent out through 
a Columbia chain hook-up. 

Congressman William P. Connery, 
Jr., of Mass., formerly in vaude, 
was the master of ceremonies for 
the banquet proceedings. 





Indie Negro Talker 





Hollywood, May 13. 

Harry Gant, indie, has started 
roduction on “Georgia Rose,” fea- 
ire length talker with all-colored 
ist. Picture will be road-showed 
m the colored houses through the | 
uth and east. 

Clarence Brooks and Evelyn Preer 
are featured, with Dora Dean John- 
son, Roberta Hyson and Edward 


Thompson also cast. Recording is 
by Disney. 


n> oe 


| chasing 
under the direction of Wi 


Engraving Cos. Merge: 
Now 3d Largest in N. Y. 


Merging of the Electro Light and 





Engraving Company, the oldest in 


New York City, with the Standard 


Engraving Company, 35 years of 
ge, gives the formation third plac 


among engraving piants in the met 


} ropolis. 


With the merge the Standard has 
removed its plant to the Electro’s 
at 245 East 45th street where a 
force of 100 men are on a 24-hour 
day of three shifts. 

William Huffman (Standard), A. 
W. Morley (Electro) and E. F. Chil- 
ton (Standard) are the three prin- 
cipals of the combined companies. 
For a time the companies will re- 


| tain their respective titles. 


The Standard Engraving for years 
has been known as a show engraver, 
noted for speed and quality of work, 
the latter embracing all descriptions 
in their line. The Electro has been 
equally as well known in its field. 

The two plants excelling the 
merged combination in size.are the 
Sterling and Powers’. 


SEARCH FOR ASSETS BY 
SIMOTONE RECEIVER 


Hunt for lost assets of Simotone, 
Inc, one of the early floaters on 
sound, is still on but nothing has 
been found that might be called 
tangible. One of the alleged trust- 
ees still remains “undiscovered.” 
N. Y. Supreme Court has ordered 
the various principals of the com- 
pany and allied firms to submit to 
examination in court, May 23. The 
order to submit is to make for pos- 
sible discovery of assets and was 
issued at the request of the re- 
ceiver, Engene Blanc, Jr. 

Receivership followed action by 
Samuel Marcus against Simotone 
allied firms, which include Combine 
Sound and Color Films, Inc., Inter- 
national Talking Films, Ine., and 
alleged trustees or representatives, 
William D. Ackerson and George A. 
Lamb. 

Marcus represents Etchcraft Stu- 
dios, Inc. He brought the receiver- 
ship action after a judgment which 
he won against Simotone went un- 
quenched. This judgment was to 
cover $2,000, which Marcus has paid 
Simotone as advance to prepay in- 
stallation of reproducing equipment 
in the studio. He never got any 
equipment and so angled back for 
the dough. 

Marcus’ claim as outlined in his 
affidavit is that Simotone was 
manipulated so that its assets were 
shifted to the latter’s allied firms, 
thus making Simotone liable but 
unable to pay. Following the judg- 
ment, sheriffs tried to attach 
Simotone’s property but couldn't find 
any. Stuff they came to attach, it 
is alleged, belonged to Combined 
Sound and Color Films, Inc. Mar- 
cus claims that the assets of this 
company are one and the same as 
was formerly Simotone, Inc. 

With the appointment of a re- 
ceiver the various defendants were 
enjoined from disposing of any as- 
sets. This includes furniture. 








Dureau of Saenger 
Asst. to Saal in N. Y. 


Gaston J. 
charge of booking 


Dureau, formerly in 
for the Saenger 


| Circuit, is brought to New York, in 


the Publix office in the Paramount 
Building. 

He will 
and 


be assistant in 
booking department 
liam Saal. 

Dureau will supervise his depart- 
mental detail throughout the Publix 
Saenger circuit and other territory 
to be assigned. 
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Total of 300 De Luxers 
Among Theatres Held by 
Big Circuits—500 Class B 

| Houses in Same Group— 
For Class A, Average 
Weekly Overhead, $13,- 
000; Class B, $9,000 


9,000 OTHER HOUSES 


One-third of the wired picture 
theatres in America are controlled 
by the largest circuits. These are 
Paramount-Publix, Fox, Warners 
and R-K-O. It is estimated there 
are between 8,000 and 9,000 film 
houses now wired over here. That 
may explain the recent rush by the 
big circuits to add the wired houses 
| to their lists. 

It is also estimated by expert 
theatre men there remain 9Q, 
theatres on this side that will be 
| duly wired, if that many can live 
| long enough. This excludes around 
| 4,000 houses classed as shooting 
galleries or now dark possibilities 
always imminent for the remaining 
9,000 unwired. 

Of the 3,000 theatres circuit-con- 
trolled in the big way, there are, 
also estimated, 300 deluxers or Class 
A theatres in the first class cities, 
while there are 500 secondary cr 
Class B theatres. Estimates of de- 
luxers and Class B houses in the 
remaining 9,000 are not given. The 
majority of those in that classifica- 
tions in the independent lists are 
mainly neighborhood houses. 

A list compiled by “Variety” last 
week listed the Paramount Publix 
theatres at 1,500; Fox (including 
Loew’s), 1,000; Warner Brothers, 
400, and R-K-O, 175. That quant- 
ity for each is not authenic, but the 
estimates for the classes within 
them fairly are. 


55% of Rental 


Of the 800 theatres in the first 
two classes of the houses controlled 
by the large circuits will probably 
be found 55% or more of the total 
rental revenue possible for any 
talker playing the regular houses. 
The rest of the film’s total U. S. 
gross must come from the other 
theatres, either of the circuits or the 
independents. 

Figures and estimates are pre- 
sented to refute the general impres- 
sion that independent picture ex- 
hibitor is passing from the film 
field, to the control of the large cir- 
cuits. While many annexations 
have been r.ade, the big circuits 
have been working for that objec- 
tive for nearly two years to date, 
reaching but one-third of the wired 
total and much less, about one- 
sixth, of the American picture 
theatre in all. 

Average Overhead 

In connection with the large cir- 
cuits and the Class A and B thea- 
tres, experts placing their estimates 
of average overhead for each, these 
experts placing their estimates 
‘ overheads, weekly, as denc‘ing 
that the size of the overheads alone 
will demand stage support for pro- 
fram full length talkers as they are 
now running in pulling power. 

The average for a 
is set down at $13,000 a week and 
for the Class B house between $3,- 
000 and $9,000 weekly. It is under- 
stood there are a number of de- 
luxers with an overhead of around 
$25,000 a week, reaching now and 





gross 


then with a new deluxer in a largs 


city as high as $40,000 a week. 


Milestore’s Long Absence 


Lewis Milestone, who directed 
‘Western Front,” is going home to 
visit the folks for the first time in 


18 years. 


live in Kisheneff, 


} saney 


| returning here late in August. Mile- 
i stone will sail May 24. 


deluxer | 


tussia. | 
| He will remain with them for three | 
| weeks before visiting the continent, | 


—— 


ED 








OR HO ICES Fox Going After F. P-Can. Along 


With Par—Nathanson Hooks in: 
Importance of Canadian Deal 


|- oe — 





Tiffany Wants “Chow” 
| For '30-'31 Program; 
| No Definite Output 


| Hollywood, May 13. 


With eight more picture to go 
lon this year’s progran Tiffany i 
;Starting next years output with no 
jdefinite allotment decided upon. It 
jis believed Tiffany will concentrate 
on big pictures for the most part. | 
|First on the new schedule is “The | 
| Barbarian,” original by A YY 
Younger, scheduled to begin June 


i6 as an all technicolor production. 
| Studio is also negotiating with 
| Sidney Garrett, English producer, 
jfor “Chu Chin Chow,” Chinese mu- 
isical extravaganza brought over 
here from England some years ago 
by Morris Gest. 


RAILROADS KEEP ON 


| STANDARD TIME IN N. Y.| 


Only two railroads have changed 
from standard time to daylight sav- 
ing in New York. Lackawanna has 
switched because of a heavy sur- 
burban traffic and the Long Island 
Railroad, operated by the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, are the ones. 

Pennsylvania, New York, New 
Haven & Hartford, New York Cen- 
tral; West Shore; Baltimore & 
Ohio and the Lehigh, continue un- 
der standard time. 

Twentieth Century, operated by 
the New York Central, also con- 
tinues standard, There was some 
talk about trying the Century on 
daylight saving schedules but it 
was declared too many time tables 
operating interstate would have to 
be changed. 

Century will continue leaving 
Grand Central at 2:45 p. m. stand- 
ard time or 3:45 daylight saving. 

Busses with the destination of 
New Jersey and states south of New 
Jersey have switched to daylight 
saving time. Those with destinations 
in New England states are remain- 
ing on standard time. 


IST COMBINED PAR- 
PUBLIX CONVENTION 


Over 300 delegates will attend the 
Paramount-Publix convention open- 
ing tomorrow at the Hotel Ambas- 
sador, Atlantic City, including Jesse 
Lasky who cut his European trip 
short, and B. P. Schulberg, from 
the West Coast. S. R. Kent will be 
present, but Adolph Zukor will miss 
the sessions. He is remaining 
abroad for an indeterminate period. 

A program of 65 features, 36 two 
reelers and 68 one-reelers will be 
announced, with the budget to cover 
reported around $24,000,000. 

This is the first annual convention 
of the combined Par and Publix or- 
ganizations. 

Convention in Atlantic City will 
last through Sunday. Another is 
dated for San Francisco May 23-26. 
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SENNETT DUBBING SPANISH | 


| Entering Into Competish With 
| Roach On Shorts For Export 
Hollywood, 


Sennett 


May 13. 
Mack has decided to en- 
| ter the foreign market with dubbed 
Spanish versions of his shorts in 
competition with Hal Roach’s direct 
foreign versions. 

Sennett dubbed Spanish dialog in- 
to “Radio Kisses.” This was shown 
before a selected Spanish audience 
As a result of the reaction Sennett 


| 


| wholesale scale. 


has decided to attempt dubbing on a| 


| Warley L. Clarke, having cornered 
Fox Film, besides controlling the 
bigger portion of the equipment end 
| outside of the electrics with a sub- 


stantial interest in Television ap- 
paratus and laboratories besides, is 
now aiming for expansion by the 
Canada route 

Offside the deal looks merely lfke 
1 side dish on tl} strange whirring 
3 of Wall Street’s ball bearing 
manoeuvers On the inside it’s the 
rattling of a battle for control. 

Canadian property in the venture 
comprises about 60 theatres of the 
| Famous-Players Canadian company. 
Small compared to some American 
circuits but potentially meaning 
|much more. Control means the in 


on Canada in the biggest way pos- 
sible at the present time. 
Paramount Publix is now angling 


for the circuit. Shareholders are 
|} to meet in Toronto May 15 to de- 
cide that. Before then the share- 


holders will be importuned with a 
counter offer from Clarke, it is said. 

Paramount Publix offer is on a 
$57 stock exchange basis with four 
P.P.-Can shares for 5 F.P.-C. 





shares, 


| and complete control turnover to 

| P.P. Fox's offer will be on an ex- 
change basis slightly higher and 

| with control staying in Canadian 

| hands. 

| The Canada control stuff is a big 


bug in the deal, either way. Share- 
holders being barraged on the nix 
basis by a patriotic play. It’s like 
America for Americans, only differ- 
ent. On the other hand biz also 
playing its part. Some shareholders 
feel they ought to get a 50-50 break 
'on share exchange basis.. That is 
stare for share, etc. Others don’t 
know what it’s all about, so far ag 
Canadian reports disclose. 


Nathanson Wedges In 


Rub on the P.P. deal is N. 
Nathanson, former director and still 
a shareholder in F.P.-C., besides 
owning two vatuable sites in Mon- 
treal and Toronto, both of which 
are tempting bait. Nathanson tried 
to shove through the original 
British-Gaumont deal for F.P.-C. 
until estopped by Adolph Zukor. 
Nathanson is the man now dealing 
with Fox. He wields substantial 
influence in Canada and personally 
holds much backing in the Do- 
minion. British-Gaumont offered 
$75 cash for each F.P.-C. share 


Term Franchise 


Voting trust which controls F.P.- 
C. destinies, however, lies in Zukor, 
I W. Killam and J. P. Bickell, Lat- 
ter have okayed the P.P. deal, al- 
though turning down the British- 
Gaumont offer. Par has 20-year 
product franchise besides with F.P.- 
Can, 

Fox's plan if submitted will pro- 
vide for Canadian control by the 
same route as British Gaumont. 
Only the offer comes straight from 
Fox Films this time instead of from 
the’ British firm. Management 
would then be handed over to a 
voting trust. 

In British-Gaumont, Fox owns 
three-quarters of the non-voting 
stock and one-half of the voting 
stock, yet can only vote for 49144% 
of the company. Another 49%% is 
voted by the Ostrer brothers, bank- 
ers, representing the other share- 
holders, while the deciding 1% is 
controlled in Lord Lee, last factor 
in the company’s policies. 

There is also a third figure in 
the Canadian affairs. One of the 
Dominion banking syndicates has 
offered the shareholders a cash offer 
| of $60 a share. It was turned down 
| by the voting trust. 

There are different views as to 
| 





the P.P. deal. Two sources, both 
close, and apparently in a position 
to know 


say, yes and no, 


P. A. Parsons, former advertis- 
ing chief for Pathe pictures, is with 
the Fox film doing special 


j}work on the production campaign. 


| Parsons With Fox 
i 
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P-P’s Trailer Adv Will Run Up to 
$35,000 for Nat'l for 1,000 Weeks 


Temporary setup of Paramount- | 


Publix new endeavor in commercial 


film and trailer advertising has Lou 
Goldberg in charge of contacts for 
the theatre end under A. M. Bots 
ford with Emanuel Cohen holding | 
down Paramount’s national corner 
and William Johnson on the sale 
issues, Goldberg was promoted from 
district advertising and publicity 
chief of New York city. Johnson 


is head of the Theatre Service Corp., 
through which the proposed adver- 
tising plan will work. 

Johnson is not new to trailer 
stuff. He is from New Orleans 
where he operates a trailer and 
shorts film company. 

The present system is to concen- 
trate on national advertising. Local 


atuff to follow. Emanuel Cohen, 
editor of the Paramount Newsreel, 
has also charge of Paramount’s 


commercial shorts department, This 
is different from the new idea. Lat- 
ter runs only to 450 feet and is not 
intended to replace the regular com- 
mercial entertainment shorts of one 
and two reels. 

On the local advertising plan 
Johnson will handle the style stuff 
exclusively. The stuff to be sold on 
a slide-in name basis. Like a name 
plate system except that here it’s 
on film. The same trailer or film 
can be used simultaneously by re- 
print projection in 40 or 50 houses 
under a different advertiser’s ban- 
ner. 

Ad Rates 

No rate on local advertising as yet 
arranged. National accounts may 
run to about $35,000 a film. This 
will approximate about the same 
number of prints and take in about 
1,000 weeks. Average time to make 
the tour is put at about 8 weeks. 

It is figured to run the service as 
part of the theatre company’s ad- 
vertising department headed by 
A. M. Botsford. All mechanicals in 
connection with the creation of the 
film, continuity, etc., to be paid for 
by the advertiser. 

Along this method the rates to 
be derived from such advertising 
will net free revenue on a perma- 
nent basis. 

Goldberg’s former job as exploita- 
tion chief of this territory goes to 
Jack McInerney, now in charge of 
the Criterion’s department on ad- 
vertising. Goldberg’s promotion 
marks his rapid rise from assistant 
in the B. & K. outfit to the Brooklyn 
Paramount, to Paramount, New 
York, and now in charge of the film 
advertising. 





Pathe Adopts Aluminum 


Bungalow Camera Muters 


Hollywood, May 13. 

As a result of the Academy's 
tests on efficiency of various cam- 
era-silencers in use at coast stu- 
dios, Pathe studio has scrapped all 
other models and is standardizing 
the one-piece cast aluminum bun- 
galow designed by Joseph Wright 
and F. N. Redd under the super- 
vision of L. E. Clark, chief record- 
ing engineer. . 

This type was one of two devices 
tying at 19 decibles for highest in- 
sulation in the Academy tests. 
Pathe engineers claim that perfec- 
tions increase its efficiency to 21 
decibles. Figure for ideal insula- 
tion of blimps, set by the ERPI- 
RCA committee, was 25 decibles. 
However, the 21db blimps are said 
to permit camera operation within 
2 feet of the mike. John Mescal 
reports that one of his cameras was 
started accidentally while the mike 
Was on and was not detected for 
several minutes, 

Thirty of the improved blimps 
have been made and are in use at 
Pathe. The metal casing has a thin 
lining of sheet lead and a thick 
Hning of rubber. 
ism rests on a rubber bed. There 
is a focusing window and a lead- 
in lens control. An automatic de- 
vice stops camera mechanism at 
first tendency of film to buckle. 

The blimp is much heavier than 
some efficient silencers in use in 
coast studios, weighing 200 lIbs., and 
is set on a tripod weighing 200 Ibs. 
more. However, the tripod contains 
tilting and panning gears that op- 
erate at a touch, or the whole cam- 
era head can be swung and tilted 
clear. The tripod runs on 6-inch 
rubber-tired wheels and can be 
moved by one man where a dozen 
were required for the old-style ice- 

box. 


Camera mechan-" 





Sullivan Booking Films 
From N. Y. for All Fox’s 


Hollywood, May 13. 
H. G. Delabar, of Fox West Coast, 
left here Monday for the east. He 
will stop over in Kansas City to 
close the deal on the Schanberger 
circuit. 








Will be gone two weeks and re 


J. J. Sullivan, head film booker 
for West Coast, goes east Wednes- 
day. He will book features in all 
houses handled by Harry Arthur, 


- 
P. P.’s Official R 
| . F. $ Utticial Koster 
| Combination of Paramount and | ported may stay east. 
| Publix into one outfit has shifted 
| the officers and leads, giving the 
| new order of Paramount Publix 
|two additional officers all the way 


down the list with the exception of 
Adolph Zukor, president. By the 
new turn both Sam Katz and Sid- 
ney R. Kent become vice-presidents. 
Jesse L. Lasky is also a vice-presi- 
dent, as previously. 

Changes were effected at a meet- 
ing of the company’s board of 
directors held Monday in the Para- 
mount Building, New York. New 
finance committee and new exec- 
utive committee also named. No 
prefix before the titles of Messrs. 
Kent and Katz, evidently both pro- 
vided with similar official power 
but in different capacities. Kent 
ruling the sales end of the picture 
division and Katz, chief of theatres 
as before. 

Noticeably lacking in the formal 
announcement of officers is the title 
of general-manager formerly be- 
longing to Kent. Union of two com- 
panies evidently obviating such a 
job. 

Officers in the order given, place 
the Paramount execs similarly as 
before with the Publix chieftains 
subbing under. 

Full List 

Adolph Zukor, president; Jesse L. 
Lasky, first vice-president; Sidney 
R. Kent, vice-president; Sam Katz, 
vice-president; Ralph <A. Kohn, 
treasurer; Elek John Ludvigh, treas- 
urer; Emil E. Shauer, asst. treas- 
urer; Eugene J. Zukor, asst. treas- 
urer; Harry M. Goetz, asst. treas- 
urer; A. John Michel, asst. treas- 
urer; Norman Collyer, asst. secre- 
tary; Frank Meyer, asst. secretary; 
Wilfred J. Pineau, asst. secretary; 
Albert A. Kaufman, asst. secretary, 
and Melville A. Shauer, asst. secre- 
tary. 

Finance Committee: William H. 
English, Sir William Wiseman, 
Frank Bailey, Casimir I. Stralem, 
and Adolph Zukor. 

Executive Committee: Adolph 
Zukor, William H. English, Felix E. 
Kahn, Sam Katz, Sidney R. Kent, 
Ralph A. Kohn, Jesse L. Lasky, Elek 
John Ludvigh, Emil E. Shauer and 
Eugene J. Zukor. 

Dope on operating the theatres 
is that while Sam Katz as official 
v. p. of the combined Paramount 
Publix organization, will head a 
new operating company to be 
formed for the houses, but with 
operating title only. 





Academy Wants Home 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Building of a permanent home 
for the Academy of MP Arts and 
Sciences is under unofficial discus- 
sion, with probability that it will be 
taken up seriously by the organiza- 
tion shortly. 

Necessity of seeking largér quar- 
ters, subject ct a special meeting 
of the executive committee of the 
Academy’s board of directors yes- 
terday (12), brought the matter of 
building to a head. 

Academy building would contain 
its own private theatre and assem- 
bly room, committee rooms, and of- 
fices available for other picture or- 
ganizations as well as the Academy 
itself. 

Since the Academy’s organization 
three years ago its headquarters 
have been on the mezzanine floor 
of the Roosevelt hotel in Holly- 
wood. 





Lloyd Gets Snappy 
Hollywood, May 13. 

For the first time in five years 
Harold Lloyd wil complete produc- 
tion of a feature picture inside of 
eight months. 

The new Lloyd picture, “Hot 
Heels,” is slated to be ready for re- 
lease by the middle of September, 
four months after the start of 
shooting. 


G. H. & P. Defaults Judg’t 

A default judgment for $14,527 
has been filed in the Supreme Court 
against the G. H. & P. Amusement 
Corp., Julius Genell, Joseph Horo- 
witz, and Martha Pekelner on a 
note made September 3 last. 

The note was secured by protested 
notes of the R. O. N. Theatres, ag- 








greating $45,000. 


if not for entire Fox circuit, from 
New York. 


REVUE ALL COLD 
SAY FILM MEN 


In spite of the returns expected 
on Par-Publix’s “Paramount on 
Parade” and from U’s “King of 
Jazz,” the industry is declared 
through with revues. 

Any kind of a picture, whether 
musical or not, that does not have 
a strong story basis, is taking big 
chances in the opinion of film show- 
men. Public must have its stories 
and plots, they say, demand even 
being noticed so far as operettas 
are concerned that do not concern 
themselves enough with narrative. 
U has not stated its position on 
revues following “King of Jazz,” but 
is reported unwilling to go in for 
any more revues. Par-Publix with 
a hit in “Paramount on Parade,” is 
known from the inside to be off 
revues. In the future all of its 
musicals, including operettas, will 
provide plenty of plot and story. 
When wide film comes along to 
give greater scope to big produc- 
tion numbers, dance scenes, etc., the 
revue in the opinion of some may 
be made a safe proposition but not 
at this time. 


Percentage Evil Worse 


(Continued from page 5) 
one, with that day’s business repre- 
senting the amount of the larceny. 
Exhibs are stated working this 
rather cleverly, especially in isolat- 
ed spots. If he is a not-to-be- 
trusted exhib, the distrib sends in a 
checker. Most of these protectors 
of the distrib pocketbook (where 
they are not distrusted) are paid 
around $10 a day and expenses. 
When sent out on such checkups 
they are informed and the contracts 
will prove the point that picture is 
in on percentage for, say, two days. 
When those two days are over 
checker leaves right away, often 
that night if able to get out. At 
least, distribs say, he is seldom in- 
terested in that account any 
further. 
The Extra Day’s Net 

Exhib then feels free to play pic- 
ture an additional day, pocketing 
the entire proeeeds. Cases where 
these tactics are employed to 
further the worst racket in the in- 
dustry have been unearthed through 
newspaper ads and from other 
sources. 

Despair of ever trying to play 
percentage successfully with the 
smaller theatres in the tank towns 
and particularly those distant from 
exchanges is being expressed. It is 
said that where the returns on 
many of these dates are small, the 
distrib profit (whether exhib is hon- 
est or not) would be eaten up 
through necessity of sending a 
checker, 











Loring Chase 

One of the largest companies 
selling class product stated that its 
return on some of these bookings 
are so low that they would be out 
money after paying off the checker. 

Industry is anxious to go to per- 
centage 100% because flat rentals 
are as passe as silent product, but 
when it contemplates the hundreds 
of small, comparatively unknown 
accounts all over the country to 
trust and realizes that also some 
of the rawest gypping now is by 
supposedly influential theatre own- 
ers, the problem of how to change 
over completely is admitted to be 
nothing short of baffling. 

One distributor caught an ac- 
count right in New York City play- 
ing one of its big pictures on per- 
centage, and gypping to the amount 
of 1,000 admissions. 





Ellict McManus, 
Winfield Sheehan, 


secretary to 
leaves for the 





| West Coast tomorrow (Thursday). 





Monthly Studio Survey oe 





Hollywood, May 13. 
Production at the studios reached 
its top for 130 during April. A 
total of 68 units worked throughout 
month. This is one unit more than 
the average reported for March. 
February was low with 61 units 


laboring. 
In comparing the April average 
of 68 units against the yearly aver- 


age for 1929, production was far 
above normal with an increase of 
9.5 units. Evidence of continued 
activity is that 186 stories are now 
in the process of preparation for 
production. 





Metro continued to hold first po- 


THIS TABLE SHOWS SUMMARY OF PRODUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT THE 19 ACTIVE STUDIOS ON THE COAST DURING 
THE MONTH OF APRIL, 1930, WiTH COMPARISON OF £ 
AVERAGE ACTIVITY FOR THE SAME STUDIOS 
DURING THE YEARS 1928 AND 1929. STUDIOS 
ARE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS, ACCORD- 


ING TO THEIR 


short while Fox and Warners were 
close seconds with seven features 
each. Currently Metro very slow 
with only one company working on 
the lot. Paramount takes third po- 
sition with seven, yet, at this time, 
it is working eight and plans to put 
three more pictures into work. 
F.N. Lets Down 

First National, working to capa- 
city since the first of the year, 
dropped last month to four features 
and two shorts, but is fairly well 
ahead on its release dates. There 
is no prospect of this company pick- 


NAME OF STUDIOS. Average Average Total Average Stories 
features shorts units established in fina] 
working working working for prepa- 

Feature Group. April April April 1928 1929 ration. 

eS re etsescoe & 1 9 6.4 6.2 24 

Be. £35.648s0 0008 eceesosee- ¢ oe 7 8.0 7.3 26 

Warner Brothers ......02 7 ee 7 6.7 4.8 9 

Paramount jebseegessoce & oe 6 8.8 4.8 20 

Pirat National cescsssossce 4 2 6 8.8 4.8 17 

Ne Haigeccées eoccccsece 4 os 4 2.8 2.4 15 

COMMING 46s.450006Gbbsdean © oe 3 2.7 1.8 6 

PMEMO: ocvisneess adéssecrns. 8 2 4 2.7 1.8 13 

United Artista déissicvcsss. 3 1 3 2.0 1.6 16 

Ernivereal. sccegedeswesee: 3 | 3 5.1 6.9 10 

Tiffany ere eeeresereseeee 2 ee 2 3.0 1.8 8 

COUNO £424 ¢taecsienbeestck & oe 1 1.0 0.8 2 

CREME 606 44450%008 oe | oe 1 0.6 1.0 0 

Leasing Group. 
MIGETOOOHLAR. ccccsiccsceee 8 1 3 3.2 3.6 * 
MORSMEG. | é-0:6.06008 40-004 <aek 2 1 3 2. 2.5 7 
Short Subjects. 

Stak TROGGR 6 kote ceentsss.0¢ 2 2 2.1 1.8 2 

DIP OROUP 1.5664 s006geesees Ke 2 2 1.8 1.8 2 

Educational cccscoccccces.ce 1 1 2.0 1.3 2 

Sennett ...«e. eccccssecce 8 1 1 1.6 1.6 ee 

OGRE socvuysed.desnaeos . 53 15 68 71.3 58.5 185 
Total average units working in January, 1930 ......... 55 
2 “3 ri ae “ February, “ ceccccese O1 
- “ ex = “ March,  * weesvescooe OF 
- n “a - “ April, e eéastesss @ 
sition with eight features and one; with the same number of come | 


ing up for more than four features 
during May. 

Radio has a different story. Whilg 
this studio has been working ¢ 
consistent two and three units dur. 
ing the first three months of the 
year, April saw it burst forth with 
four features in work and every 
promise of shortly increasing thig 
number. 

Columbia, with four features go. 
ing at the present time, has reached 
its highest production peak. For 


April it averaged but three com. 
panies active at one time. 
Universal, Pathe, Tiffany Cruze, 


Chaplin and United Artists repeated 


CHIEF PRODUCT 














panies in work as in March. 
Leasing Studios Slow 

Leasing studios, always figuring 
on a handful of independents start- 
ing production, haven’t changed 
since the first of the year. Unless 
money is raised for independent | 
production, the leasing plants will 
soon have to reach out for other 
sources of revenue. 

Short subject group of studios re- 
tain consistent activity, but with 
little hope of an increase until the 
market for shorts becomes more 
active, 





“Trail” on Wide Film 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Producers’ eastern decision to 
abandon wide film will not, by re- 
port, affect Fox’s ‘“‘Big Trail.” This 
is being shot in both 35 mm. and 
Grandeur by Raoul Walsh and is 
ahead of schedule. 

Picture is due for showing at the 
Roxy, New York, the last week in 
August. 








Missouri (Publix) Will 


Resume Presentations 


St. Louis, May 13. 
Missouri (Publix) returns’ to 
presentation policy after 18 months 
of straight sound. 
Will book through the William 
Morris office, Chicago. House form- 
erly used B. & K. “B” units. 


Yorke, Arthur’s P. A. 


Gabe Yorke has been made pub- 
licity director of all Fox theatres 
coming under the jurisdiction of 
Harry Arthur. 

Yorke is one of Fox’s oldest pub- 
licity experts and has handled many 
of its biggest openings here. 

Yorke, in assuming the berth, a 
promotion, leaves J. J. McCarthy’s 
roadshow department where he last 
handled the McCormack picture in 
New York after Joe Shea had open- 
ed it. 








Rogell’s “Yukon” 


Al Rogell, after several days in| 


conference in New York with Grant 
Cook of Tiffany, is now in Detroit, 
with the latter closing contracts 
whereby he will independently pro- 
duce for that company “Flame of 
the Yukon” and “Aloha.” 

The former was made as a silent 
by Triangle with Dorothy Dalton. 
Rogell is negotiating to get Evelyn 
Brent for the role. 





N.Y. P.A.’S DON’T AGREE 
ON HAYS’ CODEFOR THEM 


Some opposition to a formal Code 
of Ethics for film press agents was 
reported from the meeting at the 


Hays office last week. One faction 
expressed the fear that newspapers 
may unmercifully kid any protesta- 
tion of high moral principles come 
ing from press agents, whom many 
editors still regard as their natural 
enemies. 

It was also suggested that a code 
of ethics amounted to a confession 
that what the newspapers charge 
is true. Doubt was expressed that 
editors in general will place much 
credence in the pretty picture of 
self-confesseq offenders suddenly 
promising to be good. 

Some of the flowery language of 
the original draft will be toned 
down in the final code when issued. 
Hays office had numbered copies 
of the first draft merely “loaned” 
them to those attending the meet- 
ing. 








Opering Days in Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, May 13. 

Sheridan Square, R-K-O stand im 
East Liberty, has fallen in line and 
gone to Friday openings. Formef 
opening day Saturday. 

New recruit leaves only one first 
run house in town, Harris, starting 
new programs on a day other than 
Friday. Latter still opens Saturday. 

Stanley will desert Friday next 
week, moving to Thursday. 





Small Fox, Denver 

Denver, May 13. 

Fox will build $150,000 theatre at 
First and Bradway to replace 
Queen, damaged by fire several 
months ago. To seat 1,200 and will 
be named the Fox. 
Opens Labor Day. 
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To-day, 


The newest theatre is old-fashioned with- 
out the BERLINER ACOUSTIC SYSTEM. 


But with it, the oldest theatre is up-to-date! 
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REMEMBER 


THESE TEN FEATURES 

















1—FIREPROOF. 


2—Proved performance. 





You can't build theatres as acoustically 
perfect as the Berliner Acoustic System 


3—Easy to install. oe eis will make any theatre. 
4—No mechanism. 


ee aa oe ee ee Meera eae 








coms No matter how bad your theatre now is 
{ 5—Economical. . - . ° 

suring Pee acoustically, the Berliner System will make it more 

Start- ed * 

anged . i 

Unless 7—Amplifies without distortion. perfect acoustically than a new theatre specially 

“othel 8—Adaptable to any theatre. planned and constructed for audibitity. 


one 9—First cost is the only cost. Berliner Acoustics make motion picture theatres into 


a 10—Invented by Emile Berliner, who made talking picture theatres almost ovetnight. 
the telephone, the phonograph, and the 


radio practical. . This miraculous invention by the world-famous scientist, 
REE Emile Berliner, not only takes the place of elaborate 
HEM | and expensive reconstruction...It is actually many times 
1 Code as effective as any reconstruction could be! 


‘'s was 
at the fu It can be installed almost as easily and economically 
action 


papers in completed theatres as it can during construction. 


jtesta- 
come 


many You don't have to skip a single show during installa- 
call tion...Does not interfere with your theatre's decora- (4 


hare tive scheme. 
4 that 


‘much Write right now for other amazing facts and absolute 
Idenly proof of the sensational success of the Berliner 
i f . 

toned Acoustic System. 
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copies 


vaned” 
meet- 


eh “$0 saan p phi C QO U p @ N 


mOeERLINER 
2 EXOT Aaa 


—_—___——28 
























Berliner Acoustic Corp., 
1808 Paramount Bidg., N.Y. C. 


Tell me ALL the good news about Berliner 
Acoustics, including approximate com for a 
seat house. 
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ADIO SWEEPS 
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MIGHTY DESTINY AS 
TITANS SET STAGE 
FOR NEW MIRACLE) 


SEASON.... 
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The eyes of world show business are focused like 
a flashlight upon the Radio Titan today. 


Amos 'n’ Andy, unmatched attractions since the 
7 world began, march in the vanguard of the Pageant 
i of the Titans. 

Other attraction marvels are shortly to be an- 


SRG S Taber wae — - 


ie TaN 


nounced. 

A miracle of progress was wrought by Radio in its 

sweep to the crest in 1929-1930...the like of which 
‘has never been known. But even greater accom- 

plishments loom beyond as the start of the new 


season approaches. 
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1» SHOW HISTORY IN MAKING AS RADIO 
|} LAUNCHES GRAND CHALLENGE YEAR 


Majestic symbol of super-showmanship, the Radio 
Titan looms today above the seething arena of 
the modern show world. : 













S 
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Radio’s inspired man-power is marching on Holly- 
wood fo write an astounding new chapter of show 
history. 

The annual Titan sales convention begins May 19th 
| »..a red letter day in a red letter year! 


From this historic conclave anew and mightier Pag- 
eant of the Titans will burst into glamorous life... 
will carry on the gallant traditions of Radio prog- 
ess and Radio showmanship... will plant the ban- 
her of Radio Pictures once and forever in the 
forefront of show enterprise the world »ver! 
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Joseph M. Schenck presents 


LILLIAN GISH 


‘ONE 
ROMANTIC 
NIGHT 


with 
ie] Wa cel aelti: 
CONRAD NAGEL 
MARIE DRESSLER 
Oana BCR CR OO - 





Based. on the Broadway Stage Wham 


by Ferenc Molnar, “The Swan” 


Directed by Paul L. Stein 



















rom United Artists! 


Liberty Magazine again singles out a United Artists winner for 


the highest rating possible—-FOUR STARS! “One Romantic 
Night” is the type of entertainment showmen dream about. A 
wonderful story, a top notch cast and perfect production make it 
a blue chip picture from every standpoint. Liberty Magazine says 
it’s ‘a lovely romantic picture... entirely delightful.’’ 


And it brings to the talking screen the voice of Lillian Gish. As 
a speaking star she stands at the top of the list. As the headline 
player_in Jed Harris’s sensational Broadway stage success, “Uncle 
Vanya”, she has won unstinted praise everywhere. Read the 
critics’ raves below. 





Lillian Gish Takes New York Stage by Storm 


Lillian Gish is perfect, a rare and charming —_ In many ways she is like Duse. Ina single Miss Gish returns triumphantly to the 


personality.—Daily News. 


Lillian Gish is radiant wit’: a fragile, melt- ‘most interesting actress _on our stage. 


ing beauty.—Eve. Post. 


night’ Lillian ‘Gish has~made “herself the speaking stage. Her performance has intel- 


ligence, skill and rightness_not to be 
—Fve World.  denied.—Telegram, 


~~ 
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Shorts 





. 
T II 2 
ROBERTO RAY 


with Canaro Tango Orchestra 


“Carinito” (Song and Tango Music) | 


5 Mins.; Paramount, Paris 
Paramount- Kane 
Paris, May 1. 
Roberto Ray is the young Span- 
ish-Mexican singer whom Jesse L. 
Lasky engaged here for Paramount 
Spanish-Mexican talkers. He will 
have just about arrived in America 
by the time this notice sees type. 


Ray has been around Paris in 
vaudeville at the Empire, where, as 
a minor member of a large flash 


act. he stopped it cold; also in nite 
clubs, notably in Fysher’s club. 

Ray has a nice personality, cork- 
ing flash dimple, for which the girls 
will go in a big way, and with a 
pleasant top-tenor, and an ingra- 
tiating manner of dulcetly whistling 
a refrain. His facial expression in 
the whistling is not awry and 
rather neat to look upon, all strong- 
ly in his favor. 

This short for Paramount-Bob 


Kane, made in Paris, can go any- 
where, despite the strict Spanish 
idea. 


The Canaro Tango Orchestra is 


one of the most famed tango units | 


in Paris, but here it is relegated to 
mere orchestral accompaniment for 
tay’s solo tenor ballad. 

Ray, it is planned, will be oke 
for musical Spanish-Mexican-Eng- 
lish talkers, feature lengths and 
shorts. His English is not bad. He 
looks and sounds like a good bet 
for a Spanish Chevalier. Abel. 


“FAST WORK” 

With Charley Chase 

Comedy 

20 Mins. 

Capitol, New York 
M-G-M 

A laugh-getter that takes front 
rank among two reel talkers. Prob- 
ably best yet turned out of the Hal 
Roach studios and certainly far 
superior to some Chase has made 
this season. Certain hit and ideal 
for comedy end of program. 

Very novel situations are at the 
bottom of “Fast Work,” growing 
out of mistaken identities. An am- 
bitious youngster, driving cabs for 
his dad, is hot on the make for a 
rich young thing who says her dad’s 
consent is the big obstacle. A nut 
escaping from an asylum runs into 
the old man, who in apologizing 
gives the insane one his personal 
card. When hero runs into nut, 
latter turns over the card. When 
Chase starts to entertain the nut by 
taking him to dinner, the laughs 
follow fast upon each other, chow 
scene being best of all as a laugh 
provoker. Father of girl learns he 
is being impersonated by some one 
else and goes to restaurant after 
guards have taken away real nut. 
Chase then thinks here’s another, 
when same card is flashed and that 
results in additional situations for 
laughs. 

No happy ending here. It’s more 
like a black out. Photography and 
recording excellent. 





June Marlowe plays opposite 
Chase and is o. k. Char. 
“TRIFLES” 

Drama 
15 Mins. 


Tivoli, New York 
Vitaphone No. 3722-23 

Semi-mystery murder yarn that 
doesn’t mystify. Draggy, gloomy, 
heavy, laughless and depressing. 
Not suited for a theatre. 

A shame to waste good playing 
©n such a framework. Jason Rob- 
ards, Sarah Padden, Blanche Fred- 
rici and Frank Campeau spend their 
efforts on an unappreciative piece of 
talking short boloney. 

In looking for clues in a murder 
case the investigators overlook the 
telling trifles. But their wives don't, 
The two women chance upon the 
evidence and learn the truth, but it 
closes with them hiding the evidence 
because they believe the murderer 
did no wrong. 

At the start a mean old farmer is 
shown berating his kindly wife for 
feeding the canary. Fades out as 
he advances upon the cage. What 
the women later find is a canary 
with a twisted neck in the old lady’s 
sewing basket. The dastardly hus- 
band was the one who had been 
slain. 

Any chances for suspense were 
lost. Bige. 


“SHE'S A HE” 
With Sunny Jim 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Loew’s New York, New York 
Universal 

These Sunny Jim comedy shorts 
are being turned out fast. 
is of ordinary Sunny Jim standard. 
Good for a chuckle here and there 
and, on the whole, makes a fairly 
pleasant short. 


Sunny Jim is forced to pose as a/| 


girl because of his aunt, who is vis- 
iting the house and who has a liking 
for small girls. This youngster is 
unusually talented. Great little 
mimic, especially apparent in this, 
Since he is forced to don a dress and 
wig. 


As usual, supported by his film | 


father and mother, oke assists. 





This one | 


“RANCH HOUSE BLUES” 
Rodeo Comed: Series 
Sketch, With Songs 


21 Mins. 
Colony, New York 
Pathe 
Interesting short framed on the 
old lines of the ranch which the] 


villain plots to seize because of oil 
At this house, the sophisticated mob 


had a good time over it, cheering 
the hero and hissing the villain. 


Don Douglas is the cowboy hero. 
Strums a guitar and signs a few 
familiar in a round baritone 


songs 


| Mildred Harris is the heroine who 
spurs Douglas on to better things, 
as well as his songs. 

A farewell party to Miss Harris | 
is an excuse to bring in a band) 
with some good instrumentation. | 
Also some comedy, songs and! 


dances by the cowboys. 
Can’t go wrong with this. 





“GOLDEN PAGODA” 

Travel Subject 

14 Mins. 

Strand, New York 
Pathe 

Sugar-coated travel 
made by Tom Terriss, captioned 
“The Vagabond Director.” This one 
has good incidentals, framed around 
Kipling’s poem, “The Road to Man- 
dalay,”’ number of that name fur- 
nishing a musical background for 
shots of the Golden Temple of Bur- 
mah, with a running lecture by 
Terriss. 

Picture is without sound effects, 
the lecture having been added to a 
silent series of Scenes, many of them 
picturesque shots at curious native 
life in the Far East. 

Interesting bit of travel, with spe- 
cial excellence in the running talk 
that illuminated the scenes with ex- 
cellent dramatic effect. Rush. 


educational 


“PEACE and HARMONY” 


Fox, Brooklyn 
Educational 

Jack White two-reeler around 
domestic squabble theme, following 
the old short comedies of silent pic- 
ture days in general content. Chief 
departure from the old formula is, 
of course, the dialog, and through 
the dialog some additional laughs 
are gained by the dialect of Eddie 
Lambert. That much of the comedy 
reaction is gained by tossing bags 
of flour around is the best descrip- 
tion. 

Everybody gets at least one sock 
on the head, including mother who 
invited the trouble by turning the 
house over to her two daughters and 
their new husbands. Slapstick in 
the kitchen most of the way. 


Lambert, formerly a vaude single, 
gives a good account. Featured 
with him and playing as well is 
Monty Collins. Stephen Roberts 
directed. Bige. 


_——-. 


“LOONEY TUNES” 
Cartoon Series 
“Sinkin’ in the Bathtub” 
5 Mins. 
Warners, New York 
Vitaphone 

Very amusing short comedy car- 
toon, with that its value, of course. 
For this short may be especially 
placed on a program where a laugh 
is called for, as it guarantees that 
laugh. 


As the first of a series contem- 
plated by Warners’ Vitaphone Va- 
rieties, WB has something worth a 
lot here if the series can commence 
to hold up to its start. 


The cartoon is a sort of parody, as 
signified by its title, on “Sinkin’ in 
the Bathtub,” on the song, “Singing 
in the Bathtub” in WB's “Show of 
Shows.” Its brief story is the travels 
of the bathtub, its mishaps, the 
while containing Bosco or his 
sweetie, Honey, or both. Placed to 
open the show at the premiere of 
Warners’ “Song of the Flame,” at 
the $2 Warners, New York, the class 
audience at that opening found this 
comedy most enjoyable. It will 
strike any audience the same way. 

While original in reason as here, 
to burlesque songs in Warner pic- 
tures, it’s not original in conception, 
but is in sketching. 

Leon 
the series, with the cartoons by 
Hugh Harman and Rudolph Ising; 
musical score by Frank Lasales, 
and animation by Isadore Freleng. 

The score is but another arrange- 
ment of “Singing in the 
cued to the cartoon, and again this 
became a continual plug for the 
song proper, since its melody in one 
way or another is played throughout 
the short. That this picture has 
been generally released for some 
time may the strength of the 
plug, but to bring a cartoon of this 
character out on top of the picture 
itself and to follow the next week 





lose 


would no doubt lend itself easily to! 














Schlesinger is supervising , 





3athtub,” | 


One of best films here froia 
Germany in year. 














“THE CAVE CLUB” 

Singing, Dancing Novelty 
ins. 

Strand, New York 


Vitaphone No. 999 


Apparently started out to make 
this an elaborate short, then changed 
the plan. Ted Lewis, Frank Tinney 
and others are billed. Try to find 
them. Marjorie Leach has the cen- 
ter all the time, working .before a 
group of six girls in a comedy rep- 
resentation of a night club of the 
stone age, with bill of fare handed 
around on a marble slab and the bad 
news in the form of the check de- 
livered on a monolith, 


Miss Leach is the hostess, a la 
Guinan, and working twice too hard 
at it. Does a mild number and then 
into crystal gazing to vision what 
the night club of 1930 will be like. 
Switch to modern floor show for a 
capital comedy number, “Sockety- 
Sock,” by Ethel Merman, and an 
adagio dance with Harriette Har- 
baugh doing the tiger girl steps to 
whip cracking by a _ ringmaster. 
Good spectacle, 

Back to the cave club for a finish 
with the “Sockety-Sock” number in 
a comedy way, girls all carrying big 
clubs and beaning the man they 
want for the finale, 

Fair on laughs, better on dance, 
and whole business carried by the 
novelty “Sockety-Sock” number. 

Rush. 





“NIGHT” 

Disney Cartoon 

7 Mins. 

Projection Room, L. A. 


Another of those “Silly Sympho- 
nies” from the Disney pen, and very 
good. Plenty funny, this one, with 
some new animation tricks to in- 
trigue the trade as well as the pub- 
— aa can play to any capacity and 
clic 


Script layout Is episodic, change 
in characters coinciding with the 
switch in melodies. Principal innova- 
tion accompanies the well-known 
“Glow Worm” tune, fireflies in flight 
lighting up in cadence with the 
music. As far as known it’s the 
first time in any cartoon for this 
effect. 

Otherwise, the moon “tra-la’s” an 
accompaniment as its beams frolic 
on the water, there are a couple of 
comedy owls, and a bullfrog chorus 
which slightly slows up the pace 
but which can be cut at will with- 
out smearing the main impression 
A trio of mosquitoes and a pair of 
ingenuous prancing bugs, unfolding 
the well-known mannerisma of 
hoofers, add to the merit of the reel. 

Old folks, as well as the kids, have 
evidenced a strong liking for this 
series. They won't be disappointed 
in “Night.” 8 


“SLOW BEAU” 
Krazy Kat Cartoon 
8 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 


Columbia 


a real plug. Ordinary animal cartoon. Some- 
Regardless of the song itself or| what weaker than the rest in this 
the other values it may contain,|series when giggies are counted. 
“Looney Tunes” has made a fiying| Idea is a showboat show. 
comedy start. Sime. Synchronization all right 








, nant, 
| the odds are awfully heavy against 








lief in 
“Flame,” 


she is 
her, 


her after knowing 
to return and rescue 


with the villian exposed, runs along | 


the line of the stage operetta’s tale. 

It's pretty close in singing and 
playing between Alice Gentle and 
Bernice Clafre. Miss Gentle, from 
opera, sings well, naturally, and does 
more in the acting way than might 
be suspected. ' She is the sweetie in 
the “Red” ranks, and grows more 
likeable as the story proceeds. The 
cameraman was not quite as com- 
plimentary to Miss Gentle until 
toward the finish, as he was to 
Miss Claire at all times. 


Miss Claire is “Flame” and looks 
the Russian Joan of Arc they named 
her. She isn’t flashing, but most 
attractive, while her voice is de- 
cidedly pleasant and she plays with 
intelligence. 

To the film fans probably Noah 
Beery singing will be the big shot. 
He does sing and as though at home 





‘SONGS OF MOTHER” 
With Francis Luther, 
Lennox 
Song Revery 
12 Mins. 
86th Street (v-p) 

Pathe 

Produced by Van Beuren of 
Aesop’s Fables fames, this one is 
pat for Mother’s Day. It should 
get a good load of play date during 
the current week. Otherwise it is 
best suited to neighborhoods with 
family clientele rather than down- 
town spots. 

In some ways the direction is 
poor. Two children who sit be- 
hind their father as he plays the 
piano have been given lines of 
stilted and stiff meter which they 
read like a _ painfully-memorized 
kindergarden lesson. 

There are some other minor 
points which will be noted by the 
critical eye although possibly ir- 
relevant so far as the average film- 
goer is concerned. 

A certain measure of good taste 
keeps the short away from the 
maudlin stuff. Miss Lennox as the 
mother in the various flashbacks 
displays a rich contralto. Mr. Luth- 
er’s voice is agreeable rather than 
distinguished. Land. 


Elizabeth 


Waite HOYT and J. Fred COOTS 
“A Battery of Songs” 
8 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 972 

Pleasing song short, helped by 
May Questelle (not billed), who en- 
ters for the last of three numbers, a 
“boob-a-doop,” with Waite Hoyt 
as her nervous foil. Miss Questelle 
sometime ago won the Helen Kane 
contest conducted in the R-K-O 
theatres. 

Hoyt and Coots, with Miss Ques- 
telle, are doing practically their 
vaude routine of last winter. Coots 
is at the piano and Hoyt standing. 

Hoyt’s billing still is “The Boy 


| Wonder of Baseball,” although now | 


iround 30 years old and a Yankee 
alumnus of 10 years standing. Short 
would be far more yaluable in the 
should the Yanks get the pen- 
with Hoyt asa factor, though 


‘ 11 
haul 


such an accident. Now it’s just a 
pleaser, with Hoyt maybs well 
known to most audiences and maybe 


aot ge. 
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ture heviews (All Dialog With Songs) biz to make his try for the frail 
First National production and release, | laire girl, but okay in line with 
Directed by Alan Crosland, from the sce-| Miss Gentle. 
“Song of the Flame” (F.N.). nario by Gordon Rigby (also dialog), who Alexander Gray as the prince is 
. . aa japted from the operetta of same til ‘ ing P tray isn't a scener 
Good programer in all Techni- a yt te Rte, Geng, Wernice Clalse, pl asing. _Mr. Gray isn't a scent Y 
color of even entertainment, |Norh Berry and Alice Gentle featured. | Cating actor and that may stan 
with plenty of action and song. || lee Garms, cameraman. Jack Haskell } against him in general impression, 
F f » ed layers | number director Leo Forbstein, orches-| but he looks the prince, has an en- 
oF Ser See Ee No | oo gg prong wae ce og le fark | gaging presence and when the pic- 
“« ry s wi orig l usic of 
and handy for exploitation. No | an a arry a, Sn seen! See S ‘ture goers understand restraint 
reason why this picture should machest Silvey, asst. director. At| more than they do just now, the 
not at least hit regular aver- [|| Warners, New rk, on twice daily run at} Alexander Grays will receive better 
age in best of houses. se. OR . ~ sa "ii | recognition. 
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adapted from “Ex-Wife” makes K vh . , 
: , ° N : \ ( Inez Courtney and Ivan Linow, the 
this b.o. natural. Aside from I Roa itter the former ex- re Russian 
—_e ans plea ponte e . “A s ri +4 Wresti Miss Courtney is a mat- 
adaptors, good programer, well Mg eee eas : yw ter of record tt two laughs within 
directed and acted with some a : j a St ska| the only two inutes she became 
worthwhile comedy relief prominent These with business 
Beaut for exploitation, prop- 4 : 1 romantic | With Linow if it were he who pl 1yed 
erly handled, and grosses programmer that s i hold up to e general. Anyone who can muss 
. one , - x two laughs within that time limit 
“Devil’s Holiday” (Par). Ex- iverage rosses in the de ixes ol isht have been given more chances 
cellent from every angle. elsewhere. for this story carries no other com- 
Dramatic smash with comedy fhe picture contains competent) eqy though none is reall; eded. 
touches. i name players, the direction is un- Sime. 
“Show Girl in Hollywood” | ee gp and with pe pagar ser cin a 
yA Nes 3 nay rt = which runs more smootniy ater 
pr dnge ed egg Bay Rese than earlier, the likeable back- DIVORCEE 
dio ac sroun nepal Z | ground are Russian peasant mobs as 
est. No big laughs. ; ‘ the rule. At one time the film goes (ALL DIALOG) 
“Wedding Rings (I J N.). | to the wide screen for a pleasant M-G-M product and release Adapted 
Society drama. H. B. Warner | festival and this looks quite nice I e Ursula Parrott novel, *‘Ex Wife, “ 
and Lois Wilson (co-starred). |} with the staging here as otherwise oe Big’ pos ae an i Be ae 
Made from “Dark Swan,” best | With numbers happily andled b; : Mechan. Di- 
; " | ' skell nos a 
seller. That's its chief com- | Jack Haskell. . I g irae 
mercial asset. Quiet, beauti- here's more than ordinary int Tyee n by Douslas 
fully acted. Dull. Warner in est in the love match between a At Capit New York, for 
"s “4 ‘ : | prince of the realm and a peasant | week starting May ¥ Running time, 80 
straig ole. Sans : i. 2 sie 
str ight, polite boob role. Sa girl, for it is founded upon the com ninute . 
comedy. “ ' : | mencement of the Russian “Red” Je y Weererirr yi Norma Ly - — 
“Temple Tower” (Fox). Se- | Revolution. The leader of that | Ted esereess hester Morris 
quel to “Bulldog Drummond.” movement here revealed as a hypo-'! Dor } Montgomery 
Unconvincing mystery, weakly critical money getter, with a sweetie + len 1 borence wieneus 
j “ui r elene } lar¢ 
framed and lacking tenseness. in the ranks and trying to make the Bill “eek papaaiche Robert Elliott 
Only a fair programmer. peasant girl on the side, Janice pet neha 3 Mary Doran 
. y Aas rir » , ON OTT TTICrTrTr iri rere te Tyler Brooke 
“The Burning Heart” (Lan- How the peasant girl, known as Hansth. POTETTE TTT Tet Zelda Sears 
der—German Made). “Flame” through the stirring song |}; Bernard...........++..- George Irving 
~ , she wrote for the freedom of RusS- | Dorothy............+eeeee0: Helen Johnson 
Silent, os Bee ane | sia, is made to lead the Reds to the —- — 
Good art film. nor soun | castle where her prince lives, his In its adaptation of “Ex-Wife,” 
spots hurt for American arrest and escort to the border, a| spicy novel of last year by Ursula 
houses, Mayda Christians, condition she made to secure his| Parrott, Metro has taken liberties, 
American born girl, featured. liberty at her own risk, and his be- | and as a result the “ex” that figures 


in “Divorcee” is the sort of girl cen- 


sors themselves might aspire to 
rear. tefinement for those who 
might think the screen is getting 
rough has taken the upper hand 


here, with only the necessary touch 
of sauciness to satisfy those going 
fc. “Divoreee” because it is based 
on “Ex-Wife.” Judged aside from 
its original and liberal adaptation, 
picture rates as an almost certain 
natural for the box office. Business 
it will do should be big, with proper 
advance work. 

Through recent publicity general 
pulic should know that the picture 
is based on the widely read and dis- 
cussed novel first published anony- 
mously and later, after thousands 
of copies were sold, under the au- 
thor’s name. Any exploitation en- 
gineered will have to be cunningly 
and ingeniously handled to convey 
the impression here is ‘“Ex-Wife” 
under another but as good a title, 
Metro itself is sidestepping any 
mention of “Ex-Wife,” merely in- 
cluding in credits that picture is 
based on novel by Ursula Parrott. 

Any inkling that “Divorcee” has 
its origin in that highly controver- 
sial story, no matter how theatres 
get that over to the public, should 
be manna for the old b. 0. It should 
be possible to exploit the picture 
without any direct mention of the 
novel's title. 

That “Divorce” is a good distance 
from being anything like “Ex- Wife” 
in both force and content-does not 
exactly matter. The draw is there, 
just the same, and “Divorcee,” con- 
sidered apart from its lack of simi- 
larity to the Parrott novel, is an en- 
tertaining 80 minutes, well directed 
and capably acted. 

Miss Parrott will probably be 
more stunned than any author when 
she sees what has been made of it 
for pictures. Only the barest skele- 
ton of the novel remains, and that 
has been freely twisted. Metro could 
easily have made “Divorcee’ without 
buying rights to “Ex-Wife,” and no 
one would probably have noticed the 
difference, except that the heroine is 
unfaithful under widely different 
circumstances and the wife of one 
of her admirers has been maimed in 
an auto accident. 

Metro. has even changed the 
names of the characters as they 
were in the Parrott story, given it 
a totally foreign opening, skipped 
much of the material that made 
“Ex-Wife” an interesting yarn, 
missed entirely the spirit with 
which the heroine accepts the fu- 
tility of her marriage, suddenly 
broken off, and for a surprise end- 
ing takes the action to Paris and 
patches everything up. “Ex-Wife,” 
the heroine, remains an ex-wife, 
going away at the close with a 
newspaper man after she realizes it 
is useless trying to bring about a 
reeonciliation with her husband, 

It’s all reversed in “Divorcee” and 
the newspaper man, eventual hero 
of the novel, is not a news-hound 
hero, but an apparently comfort- 


| ably-fixed Lothario who ses out. 
| His fate and the lesson “Divorcee” 
teaches is remaining with his afe 
flicted wife 

Norma Shearer !s an excellent 
type as the ad writer who in the 
novel finally despairs of ever get- 
ting her husband back® but in the 
picture does and with a very effec- 
tive, formu! like clinch for the 

(Continued on page 29) 
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with HELEN TWELVETREES 


FRED SCOTT . DOROTHY BURGESS 
and Chester Conklin « Ben Turpin « Nick Stuart 
Robert Edeson « Stepin Fetchit » Daphne Pollard 
Sally Starr « John Sheehan «+ Mickey Bennett 
George Fawcett « Little Billy « Bryant Washburn 

William Langan 


| 


7 Directed by Joseph Santley . Produced by E. B. Dert, 
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THE BOX OFFICE 


All the elements that arouse interest 





BALTIMORE SUN: “It possesses all the elements that arouse and sustain 


interest in a story ... There are moments of the most exciting pitch in the 
picture. There is an authentic atmosphere of the circus in the picture... 


The cast is very imposing.” 


All the thrilis of a cireus—PLUS 
OHIO STATE JOURNAL (COLUMBUS ): “ Pathe’s star-spangled 


special, ‘Swing High,’ is a big colorful, entertaining and costly staged roman- 
tic musical drama of the circus world of 1875... Here's one circus you can 
enjoy without thought of rain, dust or buying balloons and pink lemonade, 


yet it contains all the thrills, faithfully transcribed to the screen.” 


A peach ofa picture—great song hits 


COLUMBUS CITIZEN: “ You'll find ‘Swing High’ a peach of a picture 

. . fine singing by Fred Scott and a Negro group. Two songs are certain to 
be hummed and played for the next few months. They are ‘With My Guitar’ 
and ‘Shoo The Hoodoo Away.’ This last is sung by the Negroes in some 


superb chorus work, beautifully recorded and reproduced.” 


COLUMBUS DISPATCH: “It has love interest; character development; 


dramatic episodes, and it boasts a corking good singer with likeable songs 


. . . Helen Twelvetrees shows the stuff that stars are made of s.-.- Fred Scott 
is a distinct success, his singing voice in ‘Happiness Over The Hill’ being 
something in the class of the four or five best male chanters heard in the 


talking pictures this year.” 


DAILY REVIEW: “ ‘SWING HIGH’ is our notion of a big bang-up box 
office satisfier. And it’s good for children from six to sixty, something the 


picture business needs badly right now.” 


M. P. NEWS: ” ‘SWING HIGH,’ will be-a paradise for smart showmen 
who delight in getting an exploitation natural, 
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New York Joins 
The Cheering! 


Broadway Critics Echo 
Los Angeles’ Praise! 
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“Magnificent . . . exceptionally well 
handled . .. splendidly recorded .. . 
as a picture it is far and away ahead 
of other musical efforts . . . won ap- 


plause and well deserved it.” 
—N. Y. Times. 
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“Most assuredly of a higher standard 
. . - admirable, soaring, richly melo- 
dious . . . pageantry and settings are 
stunning . . . a richness of design 
that is quite striking.” 





—'p | a Sun. 
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“No end of talent lavished on it” 
—Herald Tribune. 


cher ne 


a ’ 
4 a 6 : 
“ be . ona 
»® f - 






“Finely directed, well sung and 
beautifully composed. . .. Alan Cros- 
land has done an excellent job... . 
Technicolor is well nigh perfect 
throughout. . . . Bernice Claire is one 
of the most beautiful young women 
on the screen.” 
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ALEXANDER GRAY J 
NOAH BEERY, ALICE GENTLE 


BERT ROACH, INEZ COURTNEY, SHEP 
CAMP, IVAN LINOW 


Adapted from the Operetta by Otto Harbach, 
Oscar Hommerstein Il, George Gershwin and 
Herbert Stothart 
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-~-N. Y. Telegram. 

















“Elaborately fitted with extravagant 


sets, huge costumed mobs.” 
—Eve. Graphic. 
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“Far more gorgeous spectacle than it ever was upon the 
stage ... a beautiful production . . . thrilling effects ... 


as fine as any to reach the singing cinema.” 
—N. Y. American. 
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“Pineapple” Tossers Get 25 Years 


In Mich. for 





Bombing Theatres 


7% 
— 





Detroit, May 13. | 

Two convictions, three indict- 
ments and a fugitive from justice 
are the results of the campaign to 
hound up the people who bombed 
the various threatres in Grand Rap- 


ids and other Michigan towns. That 
the operators’ union was associated 
was proved by the testimony of one 
of those convicted. 

Roe Lawton and Ed Chamberlin, 
both of Grand Rapids, were sen- | 
tenced to 20 to 25 years for their 
part in the bombing of the Wealthy, 
Family, Royal and Liberty theatres 
in Grand Rapids, and the Regent, 
Muskegon. All neighborhood houses. 

Testimony of Lawton established 
that the Grand Rapids local was the 


instigator. Don D. Clarke, president 
of the G. R. local and former ex- 


hibitor there; Adam P. Russ, busi- 
ness agent, and Wallace G. Bouk, 
secretary of the same local, are un- 
der indictment. 

Frank Kinsora, pres. of the De- 
troit local and the one who arranged 
with a professional bomber, is re- 
ported missing. He will be tried ' 
for conspiracy if located. Lee Blue, 
the professional pineapple tosser, 
collected $800 for bombing two or 
three of the houses and supervising 
the demolition of the others. 

About a year ago these, neighbor- 
hood houses were unable to core to| 
a satisfactory agreement with the 
local and locked them out, operating 
as open shop since. It is believed 
that the bombing was done to in- 
timidate the exhibitors into sign- 
ing up again, as well as to discour- 
age others from going open shop. 

Blue helped make the bombs and 
did two or three jobs and the rest 
of the work was turned over to 
Lawton. He was to collect $500 
from the union but only got $80, 
whereupon he squawked. 

Chamberlin is reported as only 
being along when the various jobs 
were pulled, too drunk to do any- 
thing. -These two were prosecuted 
under the incendiary act. 

Officials of the union will 
prosecuted for conspiracy. 


FOX MAY MAKE DEAL 
WITH B&K FOR CHI’S 7 


Chicago, May 13. 
It is strongty rumored that Fox 
will shortly turn over its seven 


houses here to B & K for opera- 
tion by the latter under a profit- 
Splitting agreement. 

The Fox houses, operated by Sid- 
ney F. Meyer, have been showing a 
small profit despite three losing 
spots, but the feeling is that B & K 
operation would safeguard against a 
possible scarcity of product and re- 
duce competition with B & K the- 
atres. 

Fox has six neighborhood houses 
and one, the Monroe, in the loop. 

Harry Arthur, new Fox operator, 
is shortly expected here to talk over 
the local situation. 


Mer. Held for Ejecting 
Colored Man from House 


Newark, N. J., May 13. 

Peter Del Morris, manager of the 
local Capitol, pictures, has been 
held for the Grand Jury on the 
charge of having ejected a colored 
man from the theatre. 

The Negro was in an orchestra 
Beat when requested tc move to an- 
other location. He refused. 


be 














| for whom he is acting as agent, 





Lanning Leaves Loew's 
Pittsburgh, May 13. 
Livingston Lanning, manager of 
Loew's-UA Penn ever since that 
house opened almust three years 
480, resigned last week to make 
other connections. 
Harry Long, recently 
to head newly-created 
Vision in this district, 
borary charge of house. 


appcinted | 
Loew di- 


is in tem- 


INDIE FILM MAKERS’ 
MUSIC RIGHT POINT 


Unless indie film producing com- 
panies take out licenses -to use 
music on their sound tracks from 
John Faine, chairman of the M. P. 
P. A., and agent and trustee for 
music publishers, and also make 
a settlement for the copyright 
rights already infringed upon, Paine 
will shortly start suit against these 
companies for infringément of the 
copyright law, he says. 

Paine will take this action in con- 
nection with his position as agent 
and trustee for the publishers in 
granting recording rights of copy- 
righted music, and not in his ca- 
pacity as chairman of the M. P. 
P. A. It is reported that Paine, 
as agent and trustee, represents 
nearly 10 times as many publishers 
as are members of the M. P. P. A. 

Paine will shortly send out letters 
of warning to the indie producers. 

Indie sound producers will be re- 
quested to pay $150 per copyrighted 
song for the world rights to the 
song, and $75 per copyrighted song 
for use in the United States and 
Canada. 

ERPI and RCA Photophone, the 
two sound equipments licensed by 
Paine, collect a seat tax of 3%c per 
seat per annum from each theatre 
in the United States and Canada 
for the rights to use the copyrighted 
songs in United States and Canada 
solely. Money collected is handed 
over to Paine quarter annually to 
be divided amongst the publishers, 
ac- 
from each pub- 





cording to the songs 
lisher represented. 

For world rigietts, ERPI and RCA 
Photophone pay in addition to the 
3%c seat tax collected, $75 per song 
and $37.50 per for partial use of a 
sorg. 





Tear Bombs Quell Riot 
At Theatre by Students 


Uniontown, Pa., May 13. 

State, county and city police re- 
sorted to tear gas bombs Monday 
night to disperse a rioting crowd 
of 500 students of the University 
of West Georgia, who attempted to 
crash into the Metropolitan, Mor- 
gantown, W. Va. 

It was the opening night of the 
theatre since its renovation after 
a fire March 8 that caused damages 
estimated at $50,000. 

When the students appeared at 
the theatre the manager, George 
Sallows, told them the house was 
filled and offered to put on a special 
midnight performance for’ them. 
This displeased them and _ they 
started to throw vegetables and eggs 
and sand. 

In the ensuing melee, one youth 
was injured when struck in the leg 
by a tear bomb. Another injured 
was Captain Fred Riley, student in 
the university. Three others were 
arrested. 

Metropolitan is owned 
Penn-State Amusement Co. 


by the 





LAUGHIIN’S SHORTS 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Jack waughlin, former Publix 
stager, will make several! shorts for 


the Fowler studios on its '30-’31 pro- , 


gram. 

Laughiin’s first is “Volga,” Rus- 
sian atmospheric musical, to be fol- 
lowed with a minstrel idea. His 
agreement with the studio gives him 











| basis of stereoscopic 
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'patentees of third dimensional 


fin 1838, 


privilege of continuing stage work. 
PINF ON COAST 
Los Angeles,, May 13 
sill Pine, of the Balaban & Katz |} 
staff, droppec in here least week on 
his convalescent tour. He sailed 
yesterday (Monday) morning for 
New York via the Canal on the 


California. 
Pine is due back in Chicago about 
the end of the month L. A. is his 


home town, 
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‘CIN NEVER WORK, 
AYO aUlENTIal 


British Expert Explains Fun- 





| D. Cc, 


Feeling Organists’ Return Gives 


Some “Flesh” Semblance to Bills 
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the Smith- | 
Washington, | 


pho- 


Sion Daguerreotypes in 
sonion Institution at 
Since 1838 stereoscopic 


nething in 
talk- 


General demand for 


SOI 


the flesh,” now that novelty of 


damental Conflict Between | tography has formed a big branch of | ers has worn off, is resulting in @ 


Depth Illusion and Nature 
—lIgnorant Inventors 


By Thomas Bedding 


(Fellow of the Royal Photographic 
Society, England) 


London, April 24. 
Since Charles Francis Jenkins of 
Washington, D. C., had to pay peo- 
ple to look at his new fangled 
“Galanty Show” during the Chicago 


Exposition of 1893, the motion pic- : 


ture has been a curiosity to 99% of 
the world’s population, and an‘ El- 
dorado to the other 1%. More 
money has been wasted in abortive 


schemes for making motion pictures 
in “natural” colors than in any other 
branch of the show game. 

About the same time as Jenkins 
gave the first public exhibition of 
motion pictures John Anderton of 
Birmingham, England, succeeded in 
getting the third dimension effect 
on the screen, but only with “still” 
pictures. He projected by super- 
position the right and left halves of 
a stereoscopic transparency, slightly 
out of register, on the flat wall of 
a lecture room, but the picture had 
to be looked at through a form of 
stereoscope held in the hand, re- 
sembling a lady’s lorgnette, which 
presented the left half of the pic- 
ture to the left eye and the right 
half to the right eye. 

The illusion was astounding, you 
could see right into the farthest dis- 
tances of the picture, every object 
seemed to stand out in bold relief, 
it was the third dimension on the 
screen: but the oculars cut off so 
much light that the device was use- 
less for all practical purposes and 
for public exhibition. 


Deluded Inventors 


Spurred on by Anderton’s partial 
success with “still” glass positives, 
self-deluded inventors have flooded 
the patent offices of the world’s cap- 
ital cities with futile patent speci- 
fications for getting the third di- 
mension effect in motion pictures. 
Like the transmutation of the baser 
metals into gold, the manufacture 
of “artificial” diamonds, and other 
booby traps, the idea looks-good on 
paper, but it is utterly impracticable, 
as I shall proceed to show. 

Let us get down to the bedrock of 
the matter: 

Each normal human being has 
two eyes, separated from each other 
by, approximately, a space of two to 
three and a half inches. It follows, 
therefore, that each eye sees a dif- 
ferent or dissimilar picture of an 
object, although the simple fact is 
not known to one person out of a 
thousand. This can be easily dem- 
onstrated by holding the right fore- 
finger a few inches in front of the 
nose and, while steadily looking at 
the finger opening and closing the 
eyes alternately and rapidly. The 
finger seems to move from side to 
side. It does not. The apparent 
movement is due to the fact that 
each eye sees a separate picture 
from its own viewpoint, and the 
brain coalesces the two pictures to 
give the sensuous effect of one 
finger. 


| SO. 
|} of the notorious Chiment drawings, 


the “black 
Leonardo 


Italian painter, 


art.” 
da Vinci, the famous | 
tried to get relief 
(i. e., the third dimension) in his | 
pictures, and, of course, failed to do | 
Then there is the leading case | 


|for which steoscopic effects were | 
|claimed and never appeared under 
| intelligent scrutiny. 
. . . } 
Scientifically Impossible 
It takes a pecullarly penetrating | 








So it is in nature and the whole} 
of creation. 

This vital first principle is the 
“still” photog- 
and is undreamed of by thou- 
of would-be inventors and 
de- 


raphy, 
sands 





vices for motion pictures. 
Daguerreotypes | 

The first photographer, Daguerre, 
took advantage of this ele- 
mentary physiological fact to make 





knowledge of natural science, i. e., 


the optics and chemistry of photog 
raphy, the laws of binocular vision, | 
the mechanical side of projection, 


and expert showmanship to realize 
why in the present stage of human 
wisdom the third dimension on the 
screen is impracticable 

Ever since fiexible celluloid made 
motion pictures feasible, now over 
40 years, the essential materials 
have been available: cameras, 
lenses, chemicals, projectors; the 
fundamental first principles have 
not changed: and no results have 
been attained. They cannot be. 

It is easy to take third (or three) 
dimension motion pictures. All that 
is required are two cameras, ‘one for 
the left eye picture, the other for 
the right eye picture, operated from 
a common horizontal base line with 
synchronized simultaneous expos- 
ures. The crux of the problem lies 
in the projection of the third di- 
mension positive. Supposing this 
difficulty to be overcome, another 
and greater obtrudes itself: the 
viewing of the binocular films so as 
to get a sensation of monocular 
relief and depth. 

It cannot be done by the eyes 
alone (as Daguerre and Anderton 
demonstrated), and if you use ocu- 
lars or eyepieces you cut off so 
much light that the results are too 
dark to be appreciated. 

Besides, you won't get movie, or 
any other, audiences to fiddle with 
the necessary prismatic instru- 
ments demanded by theory. 


‘Anent Grandeur 


‘The fallacy of wide, or bigger, 
pictures, i. e.: Grandeur, magneo- 
films, etc., etc., being endowed with 
third dimensional attributes needs 
no serious refttation; all that a 
larger sized picture does is to ac- 
centuate the contrast between the 
light and shadow; it does not in- 
crease relief, which is purely a 
function of the brain, aided by prop- 
er external appurtenances, just as 
defective eyesight is improved by 
judiciously chosen spectacles, so 
that the brain receives a more 
sharply defined image of a scene or 
object transmitted to it by the eyes. 

In the past 20 years some well- 
known men in the motion picture 
industry: E. S. Porter, who made 
Zukor’s first picture, “Monte Cris- 
to”; J. Stuart Blackton, of Vita- 
graph; George Kleine, of Chicago; 
George K. Spoor, also of Chicagé, 
have dallied with third dimensional- 
ism, and their results equaled 0. 

Now I read that H. M. Warner, 
E. W. Hammons, J. Schnitzer, Joe 
Brandt, Carl Laemmle, even Will H. 
Hayes himself, are being made, by 


their industrious directors of 
publicity, to anticipate the coming 
of the third dimension to the 
screen. 

And the scientifically ignorant 
writers of movie tripe in news- 


papers and magazines all over the 
world predicate third dimension 
films with serene confidence be- 
gotten of sheer unawareness of the 
ABC of the subject. 

Thomas Alva Edison is trying to 
make “artificial” rubber to break 
up the British monopoly in it, so 
that Henry Ford’s tin lizzies may 
be 100% American. But Thomas 
Alva Edison can’t improve on Frau 
Professor Doktor Nature's prescrip- 
tions, any more than you can make 





stereoscopic, or third dimension,| human eyes see relief on a plane 
photographs, on silvered copper/| surface or concoct “artificial” dia- 
| plates, with a double camera, but} monds or convert lead or any other | 
the two pictures had to be viewed| base metal into 24-caret Aurum- 
through a stereoescope. There are | Gold, out of which that noble coin 
some fine examples of third dimen-ithe American eagle, is minted i 


; the Orpheum, 


comeback for the theatre organist. 


Throughout the country, it is re- 
ported, organists are being returned 


to their old jobs, big circuits in 


some cases putting the dust-laden 


Wurlitzers to work again, with a 


| view to adding sonte human element 
| to the show 

Even vaude houses, with “flesh” 
material a it 1s, are restoring or- 
ganists, R-K-O having done this in 
numerous theatres, including some 
of its better class houses. 

Par-Publix and other circuits are 
| understood to be doing the same, 
figuring that a 10 or 15-minute or- 
gan recital fills at least a part of 
the demand for entertainment in 
person, 

When sound came in, organists 
went along with pit men, houses by 
the hundreds going all sound. As 
a result, many organs were covered 
and have not been used since. Cir- 


cuit attitude is said to be that they 
have an investment in those organs, 
some costing plenty, and that the 
present demand for entertainment 
of some kind in the flesh can be ap- 
peased in many spots by organists. 
It is also claimed now that a mis- 
take was made in letting most all 
organists go. They can be obtained 
at union scales that are compara- 
tively low, and provide “filler” that 
fits in handily, relieving the same- 
ness of the all-sound programs. 
Also, the organists are on hand in 
cases where something happens to 
the recording apparatus and sub- 
stitution or faking is essential. 


FOX ADDING 10 IN 
ORE—26 HOUSES ALL 


Portland, Ore., May 13. 


Fox will build 10 new theatres in 
Oregon towns, states Howard Shee- 
han. 

There are now 16 Fox theatres in 
Oregon. Sheehan said this number 
was to be raised to 26 with ex- 
penditures of about $2,000,000 to 
put the campaign into effect at 
once. All the new houses are to 
be in small up-state towns. No 
changes for Portland where chief 
Fox house is the Broadway, which 
has topped b. o. grosses regularly 
for months. Successful local man- 
agement will continue as at pres- 
ent, with Floyd Maxwell as Fox 
city manager. 





Newsreel House Flop in 
Detroit—Tried by Indie 


Detroit, May 13. 

Local newsreel house failed to 
draw the business. 

It will revert to’ regular talking 
grind policy, with addition of all- 
night showing. 

Embassy, owned and operated by 
Alex Schrieber for over a month, 
has just given up the struggle to 
educate Detroiters to the all news 
reel policy.- Located on main stem. 





~  W. B. in Pa. 
Uniontown, Pa., May 13. 
Current reports are Warner 


Brothers are seeking a site here, 
and dickering with Mancs Brothers 
for their Manos theatre, at Green- 
burg. 

It is also said WB may take 
over the site at Connellsville where 
the Arcade theatre formerly stood, 
upon which the Wallace interests 
started to erect a theatre over a 
year ago and suspended on ac- 
count of financial difficulties. [ft is 
also reported they may purchase 
owned by the Macke- 
grothers in that city, @ 


house, 


larius 


operate a a set 


ondary 




















-_——o + - 








VARIETY 


Me WARNER BROS. 


Wednesday, May 14, 1930 

















Cae 











“PRESENT 








Shes 4125 gsi npeeaeUT tae 
ie Hii ME i ‘gg 
LO 


























oe 














Ciampi Bin oe ; Aa em Se me ca oo —_ at ay a at ce = ‘ ‘ - 32 ae ee aa al I 
9 APA Ti TA BEE aS = Fe » ee asi . Senet Pinca tr pe iat sb 


sey sag i: Sepang a SSE eS 





“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 








Wednesday, May 14, 1930 VARIETY 25 

















=—— oe — — - 
— — a = — —————— 

















URRENT musical hits provide the basis 
for this brand new series of animated 
song cartoons. 








The action of each one-reel subject con- 
| Ee cerns the goings on of Bosco and his sweetie 
ee, Honey and offers an unprecedented ex- 











ploitation tie-up with Radio, Phonograph 


and Songs. 


Animated by Isader Freling 
Produced by Leen Schlesinger 
Musical Score by Frank Marsales 
Cartoons by Hugh Harmon and Rudolph Ising 


*« 
First of the Series—= 


“SINKIN’ s4:2 BATHTUB’ 


A laughing Riot at Premiere of 
“SONG OF THE FLAME” 


Warner Bros. Theatre, New York 






























































| Be the First in Your Town to 
Cash in On “LOONEY TUNES” @ 
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«A TRIUMPH! Nancy Carroll is becoming a 
the finest actress on the screen”’.(N.Y. Mirror) b 
«MOST PUNGENT OF ITS KIND SINCE : 
‘THE TRESPASSER’. Carroll better than : 
she has ever been. A superior talkie with s 
marks of popularity stamped firmly upon « 
it”. (N. Y. Sun) " 
“QNE OF THOSE RARE AND INFRE- : 
QUENT TALKIES. Carroll superb”. (N. Y. I 
Herald- Tribune) 
“TALKING PICTURES AT THEIR BEST. ” 
Carroll’s performance is perfection. You en- " 
joy every minute”. (N. Y. World) V 
: aq 
«CARROLL COMES INTO HER OWN”. bpieeeen iit | ti 
(N. Y. Telegram) «SHE EMERGES A‘ FULL Written and Directed by ; 
FLEDGED ARTIST”. (WV. Y. Post) «A BOX EDMUND : 
OFFICE HIT FAR ABOVE THE AVER- GOULDING ; 
AGE”. (N. Y. Graphic) “HAS EVERY ELE- *‘Greatest all-around crafts- r 
MENT OF. AUDIENCE APPEAL”. (N. Y. iechee Walt Peebicics be ; 
Journal) “GOULDING’S DIRECTION ACE “Ths Teespasnce”, : 
HIGH”. (N. Y. News) u 
: ti 


The New 
and Inspired 


NANCY | 
CARROLL 
“THE DEVIL’S HOLIDAY” | 


LIKE THE START OF A NEW SEASON! 18 surefire box office 
record-wreckers between now and August! ‘**THE DEVIL’S 
HOLIDAY”, ‘PARAMOUNT ON PARADE”, MAURICE 
CHEVALIER in ‘**The Big Pond”’, ‘“*THE TEXAN” (bigger than 
“Virginian’’; with Gary Cooper), “*RETURN OF DR. FU 





With Phillips Holmes, James Kirkwood, Hobart Bosworth, 
Ned Sparks, Paul Lukas, ZaSu Pitts, Morton Downey, others. 








and “The Sap from Syracuse”, WILLIAM POWELL in “The , 
Shadow of the Law’’ (bigger than “Street of Chance’’) and “For 
the Defense”, CHARLES BUDDY ROGERS in “Safety in 
Numbers”’, ““WITH BYRD AT THE SOUTH POLE” (sensa- 
tional thrill drama), ‘“‘THE BORDER LEGION” (Zane Grey, 


MANCHU” ,““ YOUNG MAN OF MANHATTAN” (America’s best 
selling novel), CLARA BOW in “True to the Navy”’ and “Love 
Among the Millionaires’, JACK OAKIE in “‘The Social Lion” 


Dick Arlen, Jack Holt), “DANGEROUS NAN McGREW” 


(Helen Kane comedy wow), GARY COOPER in “Civilian 
Clothes’’. 





The Cream of the New 
Show World rniguTvnow: ' py 
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Arthur Tells Fox Mgrs. Not to Yes: 
Talks to About 50 in N. Y. Office 





“Don't do any yessing around 
here; tell us what you think; what's 


wrong with your house and if you | 


have any suggestions, send them in 





hy 


{ 
{ 


here. Now go ahead and make | 
good; put your house over; use 
your judgment and discretion; we're 
behind you. I'm not familiar with | 
the Atlantic seaboard so I suppose | 
any of you can tell me. We wish 


you would.” 
That covers 

Harry Arthur, 

told around 

gathered in his office Monday morn 


about the 
from the 


gist of wha 


west coast 


50 Fox house managers 


ing, called to New York by him, for 


his first appearance before them as 
the eastern general manager of the 
Fox theatre circuit. 

The managers. left the 
liking the way Arthur spoke and 
what he said. He appears to have 


| being 


a 
meeting | 


convinced them that he means | 
business. 

Arthur’ gave his house men the 
impression they could do anything | 


to advance the interests of their 
theatre. That they were on the 
ground and knew best, but he indi- 
cated that on important matters, 
such as a proposed change of policy 
in any manner, that should be first 
submitted to the home office. 

No announcement of the meeting 
was issued. It was a conference 
more than anything else, with the 
report above obtained from some of 
the managers present. 





Holland Seems to Favor 
Censoring of Sound Films 


The Hague, May 2. 

The Roman Catholic press in 
Holland insists on the censoring of 
sound and talking films. 

In these papers the pronounce- 
ment of the president of the board 
of censorship, D. Van Staveren, is 
quoted: “The law on the censoring 
of films speaks of the ‘performing’ 
of moving pictures. It is unjust to 
think in this respect of only visual 
observing; a stage-play is also ‘per- 
formed’ and there the spoken word 
is essential. The censor must hear 


the dialog or songs. It would be 
silly if they had to pass pictures 
with improper gags, because the 


facial features of the actor show 
nothing improper. I don’t believe 
that there would be one commission 
to be formed ready to make itself 
so immortally ridiculous. The fear 
of some interested that this cen- 
soring will lead to sharpening of 
the inspection has been belied by 
the experiences.” 

The papers acknowledge the 
trouble of the cutting of Vitaphone 
pictures, but what is most important 
must come first, they say. 

It is expected that the new min- 
ister of the interior will decide in 
favor of the point of view of the 
board of censorship, and will order 
censoring of sound films. 


_ 


| American 





PUBLIX TAKES TIFF’S 


“END” FOR CIRCUIT) 


Publix has 
End’ 


circuit at a 


taken Tiffany's “Jour- 


ney’s under 


guarantee said to ex- 


ceed $500,000. Publix will release 
the war film week May 30 

Along with the “End,” Publix is 
reported playing two other Tiffany 
releases, “Namba” and “Sunny|} 
Skies.” “Sunny Skies’ is just now 


released. 


Oddly Composed 3-Act 


May 2. 

which has been 
being ad- 
Jack Forester, 
going into the 
“La Grande Re- 
a full fledged co- 


Paris, 
An acute triangle 
talk of P 


through 

juvenlie, 
Apollo revue, 
vue,” June 1, as 
star with Damia. 

Forester, juv with the last Casino 
de Paris revue, prior to the current 
Mistinguett show, meantime hooked 
up with Edmonde Guy, herself a 
Palace music hall satellite, who 
went vaude with Ernest Van Duren 
as her partner. Miss Guy and Van 
Duren had been together for some 
time and although attached to each 
other as good friends, but the ulti- 
mate demand by Duren was some- 
what of a surprise to Miss Guy. 
This resulted from Forester becom- 
ing a third member of the act, 
Miss Guy dancing and alternating 
with two partners. Van Duren did 
adagios and Forester the ballroom 
stuff. 

Odd part of the triangle is that 
Forester and Van Duren are pals 
of long standing, living together in 
the same apartment, and the situa- 
tion unbeknown to all. 

Jane Marnac, owner-star-pro- 
ducer, at the Apollo is closing her 
“Aux Temps des Valses” (Bitter 
Sweet) and sub-letting to Rouge- 
mont and De Bery, who are also 
authoring and producing the new 
“La Grande Revue” at the Apollo, 
of which theatre they've also taken 
a sub-lease from Miss Marnac, 


M. C. Fete in Detroit 


Detroit, May 13. 
Ed J. Weisfeldt, Publix-Kunsky 
producer, is holding an m.c. con- 
vention at the Michigan week of 
June 6. 


Six m.c.’s will take part, two of 
whom will be brought from Chicago. 

Al Morey and Lou Kosloff will 
come in from Chi. Local boys are 
Del Delbridge, Monk Watson, 
Sammy Diebert and Al Donahue, 


the cafe aris is 


justed 


new 


” 








Picture Possibilities 





“Room 349”"—Unfavorabie 


“ROOM 349” 


that can improve upon this. 


; (Mystery Drama, Jack Linder, National). 
Similar idea done by Paramount in “Street of Chance 


.”’ Nothing here 


“Courtesan”—Unfavorable 
“COURTESAN” (Drama, Joseph F. Leone, President). 


One character play. Designed as novelty for stage. 


Holds nothing for 


screen, either. Ibee. 
“Oh, Professor”’—Unfavorable 
“OH, PROFESSOR” (Comedy, Edward W. Harris, Belmont). 
Too thin a yarn for pictures or stage. Ibee. 


“Lost Sheep”—Unfavorable 


“LOST SHEEP” (Farce, George Choos and Jack Donahue, Selwyn). 
Funny idea for stage but abandoned brothel atmosphere bit too rough 


for screen. 


Ibee. 


“Ada Beats the Drum”—Favorable 


“ADA BEATS THE DRUM” (Farce-comedy 
Should make a fairly good program talker. 





, John Golden, Golden) 


“Stepping Sisters”—Favorable 


“STEPPING SISTERS” (Farce, Albert Bannister, 
Play's leads are three girls of burlesque chorus 20 
make fair screen comedy but that’s about all 


“The Vikings”—Unfavorable 


“THE VIKINGS” 


An Isben play 


(Drama, Richard Herndon, New Yorker). 
of tragic Norseland, 


hardly adaptable to screen 
Ihee. 


So. Africa Cinema Suit 


a blanket for its | 


Ibee. 
Waldorf) 
years ago Might 
Ibee. | 


_—_———— 





(Continued from page 2) 


| Henry Dickson and David Heyden- 
rich, each $50,000. 

Article complained of character- 
ized the plea for a loan as an “im- 
pudent attempt at verneukery,” the 
tec being a Dutch term carrying 

» force of the English “decep- 
tion.” 

London, May 13. 
1yden, London dir 
Ltd., now if? Capetow 
| has cabled his Londor 
, writ charging libel has been 

igainst “The Sjambok, 
Black, editor ilso Centt 
News Agency and Technical Press 
Ltd., printers, demanding $ 

James Donaldson, 
| Kinemas, Ltd., also has brought suit | 
against the same defendants for 
, 250,000; Hayden for $125,000 and} 
Dixon, another director, for $590,- 
1 O00, 


Sydney H 
| of Kinemas 
1 office that a 
issued 
publication 


| Stephen 


10 VOD 


| Ten lawyers have been briefed by 
ithe plaintiffs. 
| Kinemas Broke In 
| Kinemas, Ltd., the only oppos! 
| tion to the African Theatre Trust} 


ever able to 
up in South Africa, has maintained 
from the outset that the paper, 
“Sjambok,” which has frequently 
taken hard raps at Kinemas, is a 
Schlessinger subsidized sheet. 

“The Sjambok,"” when 
was in its early process of forma- 


(Schlessingers) 


the African public. 
import of one antagonistic to Kine- 
mas story was cabled to “Variety” 
and this paper printed it. A protest 
was later received from Sydney 
Hayden, of Kinemas, who also 
stated he would wait until arriving 
in New York to further explain. 

When last in New York, Hayden 
explained all of the circumstances 
connected with the development of 
the Kinemas_ circuit in South 
Africa, and the “opposition” meth- 
ods adopted by the Schlessingers to 
impede its progress. Hayden then 
stated Kjnemas was gathering data 
and at the proper time would in- 
stitute a damage action against the 
South African Theatre Trust and 
the Schlessingers. 

“Variety’s” S. A. Correspondent 

Hayden also charged “Variety's” 
Capetown correspondent with being 
an employe of the Schlessingers, 
and stated he believed the latter in- 
stigated the first cabled report to 
“Variety.” This statement was de- 
nied by “Variety’s” correspondent, 
who offered evidence to substaniate 
that he was in no way connected in 
or concerned with the Schlessingers. 
As this paper's African correspon- 
dent has been on “Variety” for over 
15 years, with no previous com- 
plaint against him, his statement 
was accepted as a clearance since 
Hayden's opinion was a surmise. 

In probably all of the world there 
is no theatre circuit which so boldly 
proclaims itself as a “trust” in its 
title as the South African Theatre 
Trust, Ltd., its corporate name. For 
years it has been in fact a theatre 
trust over there, maintaining its 
hold against all comers until Kine- 





|}mas commenced to give it the 
works, despite the Trust's for- 
midable influence. 

| ° 

| Ballard Retires 

| (Continued from page 1) 
ferret out important unknowns, 


among whom Ballard ranks at the 
top. Unassuming, modest and re- 
tiring, Ballard is said to have kept 
a publicity department in one of 
his Indiana places for the express 
purpose of keeping his name out of 
print. 

In his home state he has been 
most charitable. A sanatorium 
founded by Ballard there has never 
been mentioned, although every 
patient is Ballard’s guest and they 


the curing baths. 

| Ballard’s wealth is figured in the 
millions and his career is as unique 
as himself. It has taken in every- 
thing, from national politics to the 
show business. 








W. B. Buys Murray’s House 
Pittsburgh, May 13. 

Warners added another picture 
j house to their increasing holdings 
here last week with the purchase 
of the Hollywood theatre, Dormont, 
|from Edward Murray for price re- 
ported at $200,000. 
May 28. 

Murray is a pioneer showmar 
|his cinema experience dating back 


7 V, 
Take possession 


| 27 years. 


chairman of} 


stand | 


Kinemas 
tion, carried nasty articles about it, 


seeking to discredit Kinemas with 
At that time the 


go there from all over the world for | 








Publix Div. Directors to Locate 
In N. Y. Offices for Operation 


DORIVAL’S SIDE LINE: ms 
GETS HIM MOST COIN "Ss" sos" 








Publix will operate its big circurt 


of P 


its divisional directors making th 
| headquarters in he Paramoun 
> ° | 
aris, May building Pris innovation 3 , 
i 
| a e to preserve } , 
——— put through in theatre opera ) 
iness of dealing in ol paintings g 
ithe first time 
which is said to pay him far more | ™™ . 
the stage, is one reason why rhere are ‘ublix divisional d 
Dorival f the Comedie | rectors Say Katz ' er 
iFrancaise, refuses to go to ILlolly- ; _— . 1 
‘ e ' ; ind Dave ‘ AtKIN \ Dé 
00 fecause he refuses to desert , ‘ : 
be A 3 ‘ . : : . | periors Besides the directors w 
TT: mo ea ‘ iv rate . < a 5 A : 
Comedi Dorival rt con id | by 1§ livi om managers eacl ub 
erable credit in the local press 


| ject to his livision director The 


| His vearlv income is reported to | 


. 81.000 fr : | excess of division managers 1 
be approximately VUI trom act- . ‘ 

po -vitgen op ec lcaused through some of the dire 
jing, plus $5,000 from teaching to é' ’ , 
ae : . jtors in charge of more than one 
jact, plus $20,000 from dealing in|} 
‘ | division. 
| painting . of 4 : ° , 
| ' ‘s 15 hil . | Of the dozen division chiefs cov- 

y . » £o Ss n as 

} About » years A whilst i aine the enti senior. aff with 


|Switzerland, Dorival bought for 60 


the exception of John Balaban (Ch 
lcents a little painting which, when | i 
-} , |cago and Detroit), who is coming 
icleaned, was found to be worth | : : 7 ae nom 
| > - © t n Speptembdel Je } .ubde 
about $1,000 Thi gave him the 2 2 . 
| (Great States ind Indiana), ind 
name of a wizard and he got into | : ; 
+Martin J Mullin (New England) 
ithe business as a side line in a ver 
ire now set up in headquarters It 
‘tive way. He make it practi 2 ’ : ee 
7 New York Dates when Rube 
lof financing unknown be ginners of : 
, ind Mullin move east are not 
ithe more modern school of paint- | 
. i known, 
ing, later building them up as ee 
s : [The division directors now oper- 
valuable signatures and unloading . 
ating their territories from New 


York are M. H. Feld (Division A 
de luxe houses): John Friedl (Sea- 
board states); Ralph Crabill (West- 
ern and Pacific Coast); J. A. Koer- 
pel (Southeast and North Carolina) 
Arthur L. Mayer (Central); J. B 


at current high prices 
| Recent deflation in modernistic 
istuff prices may eventually cause 
Dorival to find Hollywood more at- 
tractive 





F B’ Carroll (Ohio and Kentucky); L. E 
| Ox, klyn, and Roxy Schneider (Southwest); George 
Walsh (Saenger), and E. R. Ruben 


(Finkelstein and Ruben circuit). 


Day and Date Pictures 


The 12 divisions into which the 
country is split is subdivided fur- 
| Fox de luxe, Brooklyn, and Roxy, ther into about 100 districts, with 


district managers in the field unde: 
divisional directors. 


New York, will play day and date 
on all Fox pictures, starting Mcy 16 


with “Arizona Kid.” Another operative idea may be to 

Brooklyn Fox has been second| >unch the Publix Class A and B 
metropolitan stand, following the | houses with a general director over 
Roxy and either playing second | ©@ch. 


runs algne or concurrently with the| It is also reported that with the 
Academy (14th street), and the re-| presence of John Balaban in the 
maining Fox de luxers in New York, | New York home office made known 





—_ to the Famous Players-Canadian 
executives Paramount Publix is now 
U’s Special at McVickers dickering with for control, that that 
fact will carry considerable weight 

Chicago, May 13. 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 


across the border, as Balaban is 
goes into the McVickers here about 


known there through hig operation 
of the Kunsky houses in Detroit. 

May 31, initial appearance of a Uni- 

versal picture in this town’s ace 


Who the div. directors may be 
with more than one division has not 
run house, been reported. 


~ “Dirt? or “Spice” with R-K-0 


(Continued from page 1) 











red to the cheeks of children and {| ing office in New York were the offi- 


adults, though without making! cial censors. In fact, it seems any- 
vaude too tame for general enjoy-|one on the R-K-O staff is a censor. 
ment. Perhaps from this list of ordered 


Following is a list of cuts made 
in acts over the entire R-K-O cir- 
cuit last week (May 3-9). House 
managers out of New York and 
managers and members of the book- 


eliminations from various acts in 
one to three the reader may glear 
whether or not the goal which 
R-K-O says it seeks is being prop- 
erly approached; 





Dog saying, “The hell I won't.” 
Acrobat wiping hand on pants after rubbing nose. 
Instead of saying “hell,” modify it by using “heck’’—‘and you can still 
retain the effect.” 
. ‘Kick me in the middle.” 
Kicking stuffed dog off stage after girl puts water on man’s leg. 
Word “broad.” 
Waving red handkerchiefs by orchestra and looking down at trousera 
Story about “came home unexpectedly and found coat lying on chaic.” 
About woman barber nursing baby and saying, “You're next.” 
Girl jumping nervously around stage and picking up hat. 

Saying, “We are now going to lay an egg” when girl sits on tiny 
piano stool. 
Picking nose and wiping hand on coat lapel. 
Biz of apparently spitting in each other's faces. 

Reference to worms. 


Old bird bit of making mistake when picking up pieces of broken 
watch 

In imitation of Chaplin and Keaton, where they kick each other in 
| rear. 


“Sunnyside up.” 
In dance with giri, biz of comic smelling her feet. 
Vulgar suggestions during dance. 
Using “razz” at mention of name of Vincent Lopez 
“My girl's name is June, but I call her Apri! because she’s 
“How did you sleep on the hard bed?” Oh 
and rested.” 
Mention of Kane's Jeweiry Store from stage 
Looking down trousers and taking out toy 
Allusion to “Fanny” in mind-reading bit 
“A nine-pound baby was born and you are invited to ¢t! 
“If nature won't, Pluto will,” 
Reference to “joints.” 
Mentioning Kenmore theatre (at R-K-O Kenmore thea 
| Gag pertaining to picture taken a 


30 hot 
night 


not 


I got up during the 


piano 


vyedding.” 





baby all bare Mother ivses photo 


ind wants him to come home and pose for ar 
Bit Witt boy dan ing with back turn 7A to audi > and comediaa 
4saying, “That is his schoolboy complexion.” 





ERTL PO 











ee ee we One ne 


A yi 


a aR agent ne te 


emma 


ee ee 








eer SE FF 





Sa oes or nae — j —~ — al 


Be Ea 


| 


TESS 


ee 





28 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, May 14, 1930 








“Varietys Bulletin Condensed 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
department in this issue, and hereafter. 





Warners’ foreign short program 
of 25 goes into work June 1 at First 
National. Shorts will be picked 
from the current year’s English | 
talkers. Single and two-reelers will 
be made German, Spanish and 
French. 

That William Fox intends to &£U 
ahead with the construction of a 
12-story office building and theatre 
at Seventh and Hill seems to be 
pretty definite. Tenants of the 


building on the site have been given 
notice to vacate within 30 days 


Understood that this is a personal) jgent, made a hurried trip by 


| to 
| bis 


Fox, who put $500,000 on de- 


time 


deal by 


posit some ago. 


© 


William K 
production record 
delivered the final 
Intentions” within 
starting. Picture was considered 
okay without one retake ordered. 

Universal's “All Quiet” has been 
barred in Germany as well as Italy, 
according to advices out here. Rea- 
son is the anti-militaristic theme. 

U’s foreign office will appeal the 
German government decision, but 
have little hopes of getting it past 


Howard 
at Fox when he 
print of “Good 
21 days 


Mussolini. Book was banned in 
Italy, too. 
Tim Moynihan, former Notre 


Dame football player, here as an 
all-American selection for Warners’ 
“Maybe It’s Love,” is talking tests 
for the male lead in “River’s End.” 

Mark Larkin, assistant to Fred 
Beetson of the A. M. M. P., is ona 
10-day vacation. 





Rainbow theatre, L. A., 
J. O. Wallard to Joe Batto. 
east theatre, L. A., sold by C. 
Smithen to J. Eisen. 


sold by 
South- 
A. 


When Joe Tanner failed to put up 
a bond for his orchestra with the 
musicians’ union, scheduled stage 
show at the Strand, Long Beach, 
Cal., failed to open. 

Leon -Blank has taken over the 
Orange Grove theatre in Los An- 
geles for a run of Yiddish plays. 
Opens May 23 with “Father's 
Daughter.” 


Aileen Stanley left here for New 
York when called by the Shuberts 
to start rehearsals for the next 
“Greenwich Village Follies,” 


First assignment for Capt. Frank 
Peabody, former New York detec- 
tive, is as technical adviser at Fox 
on “Up the River,” prison yarn. 


E. A. Lake has been appointed 
manager of the West Coast Florence 
theatre, Pasadena, to replace Fred 
Rapport, switched to the Palace, 
L. A. Jack Rosenberg, formerly at 
the Palace, goes to the Adams. 


Upon completion of his work in 
“Old English,” Warners will trans- 
fer Leon Janney to F N for “Pen- 
rod.” 





Without any ballyhoo Dick Parks, 
local club booker, has been running 
a marathon dance at Hawthorne, 
just outside the city limits, for the 
past 10 weeks and has been gross- 
ing over $7,000 weekly. 


Radio has engaged Walter Weems 
to write dialog for the Amos '‘'n’ 
Andy feature, “Check and Double 
Check.” 


Production of “High Life,” sched- 
uled as the next Joe E. Brown star- 
ring picture, has been deferred by 
F N until completion of “Going 
Wild.” 


Unable to obtain definite assur- 
ance from the American consu! in 
Dublin as to the issuance of a pass- 
port of Maureen O'Sullivan to re- 
turn to this country, Fox has for- 
bade her to visit her home town at 
this time. 


J. M. Blackford, operator of the 
Egyptian ballroom, Ocean Park, has 
given up his lease. 


Following its importation of for- 
eign players for bi-lingual talkers, 
Metro has also imported French and 
Spanish writers to meet the foreign 
version situation. 


Three refrigerating units, capable 
of supplying 240 apartments, were 
installed on one of the F. N. stages 
for winter atmosphere in “Broken 
Dishes.” 

Lee Hugunin is back on the Sen- 
nett let as assistant general man- 
ager. He was away from the cr- 
ganization for more than two years. 








Pecause of her ability te speak 
French and Italian, as well as Eng- 


m. 


+ 


established a 


after | 





lish, Paramount plans to use Marcia |} 
Manners in as many foreign edi- | 
tions as it can. This is in addition 
to her work in the English taliers. 

Gus Shy and Cliff Edwards will 
be teamed in a series of blackouts 
for M-G’s “March of Time. 

The biggest private autemat‘e te! 
tphone switchboard west of the 
Mississippi has been installed at 
Metro. It contains 500 stations and 
is capable of handling 600 calls 


an hour. 


Charles Sullivan, Pathe vicc-pres- 
plane 
tga reach the bedside of 
Who 1s dangerously ill. 


boston 
mother, 

John Hill, 
rights to “The Little Show,” leaves 
for Chicago in two weeks to look 
over the original production now 
playing there. 

In order to win a bet of $50 made 
by E. J. Mayer, Buster Keaton 
jumped into a pool of water on the 
M.-G. lot. Two days later, Keaton’s 
face became infected and production 
on “War Babies,” his current pic- 
ture, had to be put back a week. 


who has the Coast 


Tiffany will remake “Snowbound,” 
produced several years ago by Phil 
Goldstone. 


Garrett Fort is at Pathe to write 
dialog for “Lazy Lady,” slated as 
Constance Bennett’s next. 


Pathe is the second studio here 
to employ a portable broadcasting 
and receiving set to keep in touch 
with production companies on loca- 
tion. 


Title changes for the week in- 
clude U. A.’s “Bride 66” to “Lottery 
Bride”; “Roadhouse” (Fox) to “Wild 
Company” and “Liliom” (Fox) to 
“Devil With Women.” 


F. N. has installed a special trail- 
er department under the direction 
of Lew Lusty, former p.a. for U. A. 





Lawrence Gray will play opposite 
Bebe Daniels in “The Love Cot- 
tage,” Irving Berlin’s film. 


Metro plans a French twist to 
“Sally, Irene and Mary” titled 
“Madelon, Charmaine and Diane.” 
Mirielle, French musical * comedy 
girl, is taking tests for one of the 
parts. 





William McGann has been eh- 
gaged by FN to direct the Spanish 
version of “Bad Man.” Cast con- 
sists of Antonio Moreno, Andre de 
Siguerola, Juan Torena, Rosita and 
Conchita Ballestero, Delia Magana, 
R. C. Gusman, Charles Villar, D. F. 
Rea, Jole Dominguez, Manuel Co- 
nesa and Carlos Ramos, 

Reeves Eason has gone to Bridge- 
port, Cal. to write continuity and 
dialog on “Raw Hide” (Pathe). He 
will also direct. 

Charles King, between pictures, 
is planning a trip to Europe around 
July 1. He may play some more 
vaude and picture house dates be- 
fore leaving. 





Horace Jackson is_ dialoging 
“Cross Your Fingers” to be directed 
by Joe Santley for Pathe. 

After trying Saturday midnite 
shows again for two week’s, the 
Chinese definitely abandoned them. 

Jack Robbins is enroute east 
after spending two weeks here con- 
ferring with M-G officials on music. 
Publisher plans to come back later 
in the summer. 











Arriving here to testify in the 
Lyon & Lyons-Lalo Lane dispute, 
due in Superior Court May 15, Ar- 
thur Lyons will remain for two 
months, 

Following its run at the Mayan, 
“Journey’s End” moves to. the 
Tower, downtown indie house, for 


its first local pop release. 


Fred Miller is now angling with 
Tiffany for ‘Mamba” to reopen the 
old local California theatre June 20. 


Ferris Hartman Comic Opera Co. 
going into the Shrine Auditorium, 
June 8, for the summer, is solicit- 
ing a vote from the public on what 
operas are favored. 


Jack Dale, of Ted and Jack Dale, 
vaude, is recovering from a nervous 
breakdown in the mountains near 
Riverside. 





Metro will borrow Jack Bucha- 





ifor Fox 


| first 
i“Soup to Nuts.” 





nn for one picture. He is under 
contract to Fox. 





Arthur Richman, playright, 
brought here by Metro, has been 
borrowed by Universal. 


Two ballrooms and 2 cafe went 
out of biz in town. Miller’s Orange 
Grove cafe, E] Patio and Palais 
ballrooms, 





Title of Victor McLaglen’s next 
is “Sez You-Sez Me,” in- 
“Dust and Sand.” Former 
gag line from “Cockeyed 


stead of 
is the 
World.” 





New Fox arrivals 
Montgomery, 
and 


twin 


are Goodee 
former Ziegfeld girl, 
Elizabeth and Helen Keating, 
dancers. Miss Montgomery's 
work is in Rube Goldberg's 


Constance Bennett is not leaving 
Pathe, as reported. Studio has ex- 
ercised it option on the actress, 
with new contract calling for four 
starring pictures on the new pro- 
gram. First will be “Skin Deep.” 





Fox will spot Joyce Compton in 
the femme lead of “Get Hot,” col- 
lege story. Sidney Lanfield will 
direct. 

With James Cruze buying “Rain- 
bow,” his unproduced play, F. Mc- 
Grew Willis, story supervisor of 
Tiffany, left that concern to go with 





Cruse. He will do the screen treat- 
ment, 
Three “Whoopee” chorus boys, 


Frank Erickson, Frank Meier and 
Jack Fox, have been picked by Hal 
Roach for “The Younger Set,” series 
of shorts. 


Los Angeles Chamber of Com- 
merce wil) tender a testimonial ban- 
quet to Harold B. Franklin May 
28. 


Group of local bankers has guar- 
anteed another season of the Civic 
Repertory theatre, but a femme 
society name is needed to give 
added class to the plug. 


An obscure girl, Dorothy Mat- 
thews, was picked by Warner for 
the .femme lead in “A Handful of 
Clouds.” 


Too much publicity is responsible 
for the film colony giving its proph- 
ets and soothsayers the air. At one 
time the crystal gazing racket was 
very big here. 





Group of actors led by Jean Her- 
sholt will compile complaints 
against agencys at a meeting of the 
actors’ committee May 15, 





Maurice Chevalier will do a con- 
cert here at the Mayan for eight 
days starting May 18. Ben Bernie’s 
orchestra goes with him. As in 
New York, Chevalier has the house 
on a rental basis. $3 top. 





Publix Coast stage activities have 
started with Harry Gourfain arriv- 
ing to assume charge of production. 
He will produce stage presentations 
in San Francisco, Seattle and Port- 
land, using pit bands from each 
house On the stage. Frisco will be 
the opening spot until the local Par- 
amount joins the group. 





Alex Moss through at Columbia as 


head of publicity. No successor yet 
named, 





First National will remake Booth 
Tarkington’s “Boy of Mine” as a 
talker, Studio produced a silent 
version of the story in 1924. 





Oscar Hammerstein 2nd, on the 
Warner lot to collaborate with Sig- 


mund Romberg on “Children of 
Dreams.” 





Brandstatter’s Montmartre cafe 
has applied for a receiver. Whether 
bankruptcy proceedings will follow 
is a matter of conjecture. Mean- 
while receiver will keep the place 
open. Ben Bernie and band leave 
the cafe May 18. 





H. L. Gumbiner, operator of the 
Tower and Cameo, will erect a new 
2,500-seat picture house on Broad- 
way between 6th and 7th, the same 
block in which the new Fox theatre 
will be built. 


Out of 10 cases brought before the 
Academy’s adjustment committee 
on minimum contracts, four were 
settled by payments of the amounts 
claimed without formal action. 





Better working conditions for 
women and children emploved as 
extras have been adopted by major 
studios and will be incorporated in 
the Industrial Commission’s order 
No. 16 by a agreement with the pro- 
ducers. 





Polly Moran will start on a coun- 
try-wide picture-house tour at the 
Fox, San Francisco, May 16. She 
will then hop to New York for Fox 
and Loew. > 

Fox West Coast is preparing a 
novel curtain for the Chinese, dis- 
playing around 90 life-sized heads 
of film luminaries. Warner Bros. 
is reported contemplating ® similar 
idea for the Hollywood, 





British Film Field 
(Continued from page 6) 


ment, Robert Dykes, cameraman, 
Albert Marriott, experimental en- 
gineer, and Cyril Barker, projection- 
ist, said to have been employed by 
Talkicolour Company. Apparatus 
had been turned over to Raycol 
Company, and when latter heard 
Talkicolour making a claim to it 
they sent the men concerned to the 
police with an attorney. Both con- 
cerns asked for a court order claim- 
ing the apparatus was their prop- 
erty but the judge refused, and let 
the three out on $125 bail. 
Talkicolour credited with being 
result of disagreements inside Ray- 
col, with breakaway by part-invent- 
ors who are declared to have taken 
with them essentials of equipment 
for color. 
Blattner’s 





Moviecolor concern all 


quiet, with Karl Freund, boosted by 
Blattner as largely concerned in 
this color system, now on way to 


Hollywood to shoot Technicolor se- 
quences for U. A. and Hammerstein 
in “Bride 66.” 

Merger Stoppage 


Filmcraft company held an ex- 
traordinary general meeting over 
the proposal to merge with British 
Screen Productions, International 
Talking Screen and Argosy com- 
panies. 

Violent opposition came from a 
large stockholder, Sutton, controlling 
82,000 shares and with associates 
holding a further 60,000. That he 
and his assuciates did not intend 
to put a farthing more money in 
until the scheme had been thorough- 
ly investigated and the true financial 
position checked by a committee of 
large stockholders was the position 
taken by Sutton. His stock opposi- 
tion prevented the resolution to 
merge from passing, and the meet- 
ing was adjourned till May 13 to 
take.a poll. 

At the same time the two other 
companies concerned held meetings 
and passed the merger resolution 
after long arguments. 

At opening of Filmcraft meeting, 
Lord Molesworth, chairman of the 
concern, told the standard story of 
the effect on the company’s for- 
tunes of the talker boom and de- 
clared but for this the prospectus 
estimates would have been realized. 
Which is like saying that if a man 
had not been pinched he would still 
be free. 

George Pearson, seconding, said 
they were in the position of having 
to find further capital or wind up, 
and result of winding up would be 
very disappointing, but they be- 
lieved a merger would immediately 
produce a profit-making organiza- 
tion. 

Where these boys get their optim- 
ism is marvelous. 

Anyway, as the opposition to 
British Filmcraft going into the 
three corner huddle comes from the 
city, it looks like the merger is flat, 
as the remainder of the outfit are 
in no shape to make the grade. 

George Pearson of British Screen 
—not to be confused with the 
George Pearson of “Journey’s End” 
—has been finding cash from his 
own pocket for salaries of what is 
left of British Filmcraft staff this 
last month, and George Banfield, 
chief of Filmecraft, has drawn no 
pay for most of a year, he says. 

At Filmcraft meeting in July last 
year balance sheet showed $980 in 
bank, which does not go far. This 
company, like British Screen, was 
one of the French, British & Foreign 
Trust’s issues. With possible ex- 
ception of Edibell Co., issues made 
in the film business by this trust 
have a dreadful record, 


—_—_—— 


Chips 

Ike Collins, Newcastle and Glas- 
gow district manager; Oswald Co- 
hen, London branch manager, and 
Norman Wild, Leeds branch man- 
ager, sailed May 1 for New York to 
attend Paramount Atlantic City 
convention. J. C. Graham unable to 
go owing to pending arrival here of 
Adolph Zukor. 

Bloomsbury Cinema, subsidiary of 
London & Southern Super Cinema 
Co., paid 30% interim dividend this 
week. 

Warners’ “Song of the West” and 
one of their quota films, “Knight in 
London” (Blattner), in Regal May 3 
for indefinite run. 

Alhambra switches to Thursday 
program change instead of Saturday 
from this week, opening with “Not 
So Quiet on the Western Front” 
&. i. Ride 

“Vagabond King” goes into Carl- 
ton in place of “Love Parade” this 
8th. 

Inside dope on Tivoli safe smash- 
ing Easter Monday is yeggs walked 


in with theatre cleaners, carrying 
tool bags, and were taken for me- 
chanics on a job. Stopped and 
swapped gab with several scrub 


ladies, and police have nary a clue, 
with Tivoli out. some $16,000. 
Kimber (Tubby) Phillips, heavy- 





weight screep actor, was killed in an 








Tiff Decides “Journey's End” Best 
Be Released Now—Road Shows N.G. 


» A 





Declaring that “Journey's End” ty» 
the only 100% critically endorsed 
picture in the history of filmdom 
and that its projections in five lead« 


jing key centers has definitely proven 


that $2 topping is dead, Tiffany ig 
cancelling all further 
roadshows and will 


plans 
generally ree 
lease it at popular prices May 24 

De luxe accommodations at 


for 


six 
bits for the best seats and the pub. 
lic’s knowledge that eventually all 
pictures hit that price level hag 
made the fans in many of the trye 


;out towns willing to wait, it is ade 


mitted by Tiffany. This, inspite of 
the success of the picture in New 
York and Los Angeles. 

Publix and R-K-O will be the first 
to get “Journey’s End” at pop 
prices, This means that in- 
|dependent franchise holders, of 


|which Tiffany has about 3,000 na- 
This first stockholders in British |tionally, will have to wait until after 


the first 
“End.” 


runs before getting the 


ist Runs First 

In regard to the indies 
claims that it was made 
the time of the signing that pic- 
tures of road show merit would 
play the first runs first. In regard 
to “End” it is pointed out that 
cutting short the roadshow plans, 
which originally had been sched- 
uled for the rest of the year, wil) 
mean that indies will get the key 
picture months earlier than was ex- 
pected. 

In deciding upon general release 
Tiffany also figured, like other com- 
panies, that it can garner more at 


Tiffany 
clear at 


the pop box office while the picture 
is still hot. 
“Journey’s End” will be lifted 


from the Gaiety June 30. 


Local Scrap Over Scale 


Milwaukee, May 13. 

R-K-O and Fox are having it out 
n the papers, following an increase 
in the Fox prices to 60c mid-week 
top, 20c above the R-K-O top at 
the Riverside and Palace. 

Fox increase, R-K-O charges, was 
coupled with an ad campaign to 
make the public believe admission 
at R-K-O houses also was being 
raised. R-K-O countered with a 
price advertising campaign directed 
at the opposition, and feeling con- 
tinues at a high pitch. 


Acts in Publix, Texas 


Dallas, May 13. 

It’s understood Publix is about to 
set two acts for each program in all 
of its first run Texas houses. 

Acts will be booked by the Pub- 
lix Artists Bureau in New York. 

Innovation will act as opposition 
to the interstate’s vaudfilm the- 
atres. 











— 





auto smash in town April 27 on the 
way to Elstree. Phillips, who at 
one time had a two-reel unit of his 
own, was born in Bloemfontein, 
South Africa, and 46. Served in 
South African and last war, in which 
six brothers were killed. He was @ 
well-known character actor rather 
of the Arbuckle type, but more hu- 
man, and had just been cast _by 
Harry Lachman for a part in “VYel- 
low Mask.” Smash was a light one, 
but Phillips was pierced through the 
back by starting handle of milk float 
with which his auto collided. , 

W. J. Maxwell, formerly with 
“Daily Express” and “Daily Mail, 
goes to P. D. C. (Pathe) as adver- 
tising and space grabber. P. D. C. 
kicks off by spending 125 grand on @ 
four weeks’ campaign registering !ts 
brand-name with public. 

Dupont’s final effort for B: itish 
International will be “Cape Forlor®, 
Stage play by Frank Harvey. 


M-G-M is putting out Frozen 
Fate,” made in Lapland with twe 
ginks suffering Johann ar! and 
Lispeth Sconni as their mo! ikers, 
and calling it a British quota ! ee 

Most of Universal’s quota an 


comes native-made from Indi: 
looks it. 

Sign of the times in trensferre™. 
of William Habberfield from studie 
manager of Gaumont to same Por 
at Gainsborough studios, Is)" 


vs 


ron. 
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side Stul—Pictures 


Paramount Publix is anxious to correct the entire trade on the fact 
that with the combination of the two companies into one corporate name, 
no hyphen goes between. When cut down to Par-Publix, the hyphen 
ig understood to be o. k. 


Professional courtesy between rival circuits in Chicago was at a high | 
point last week, When the equipment at the R-K-O Woods 
abled for Sunday showing, tubes were borrowed from the 
United Artists across the street 


was dis- | 


Publix-B. & K 


Difference of opinion over pictures from accounts resulted in Monta 
Bell's termination as a Par-Publix director at the Long Island plant 
Bell was figuratively if not literally demoted last summer when he was 
handed the meg to direct a few pictures himself He had since openir 
of the eastern plants been in full charge of production there 


Par-Publix is curbing the holdover practice for pictures at the Para- | 


| 


int, which -onsiderable number } 


mou within the past year, has played a 
on a two-week run. 


j 


| sour ad 


HOLLYWOOD CHATTER 


George Roesner has a new set ol 
crockery and a new prop smile. 
Charley King’s lunch is soup and 
crackers, for the waistline’s sake 
Francis X. Bushman, Jr., gets a 
kick out of anything. 
Jess Mendelson, former p.h. m.< 
is dving bits at Metro. 
Helen CGkan, George M.'s young 
est, may break into legit out her 
William Powell without his mous 
tache looks like Wm. Powell 
Edna Mae Oliver slipped int 
Hollywood last week for R-K-O 
Ber Bernie is playing golf w 
An all-squawker 
Three White Kuhns are operating 


the Chicken Inn at Hermosa Beach 


and singine for the trade 


Only picture scheduled in advance (as all are at this house) for a|, Benny Thau now has a house all 
fortnightly run between now and Aug. 1 is Clara Bow’s next “True to by himself in the hills He coasts 
the Navy,” opening May 23. jto the office 

ees } Dudley Murphy, here from Flor- 

Those NakkKen patents that the Warners purchased didn't cost the | ida. ind ight direct one for som« 
brothers over $5,000, it is asserted | body. 

Simultaneous with the buy Pacent, the Warner shadow scitenneenel 1 Programs for Hell's Ar 
a perfected sound on film attachment with the st of his indie equip- |oPpening May 27 at the Chine ( 
ment > VUU ove l limp teat 

The brothers deny any significance Sollv V nsl laims a stud 

- —— ha riven hit i ur ontract 

Cecil B. DeMille has a scene in Mme. Satan where Kay Johnson'}!52 options 
drops into a parked car and breaks up a petting party It is made in} Red axes hanging by fire ex 
two versions, that for Ohio and Pennsylvania having the petting open |tingyishers in Pathe studio have 
and aboveboard on the back seat sign: “For arguments only 

> . ; : »y° ; < ] > »f e } rics Iie —T *) ¢ ayy +} > ‘ 
ee version has the petters invisib] eated on the floor | Harry Wilson, on his way to the 

; : oS | Balkan States, ran out of gas at 
. : , : i|Pasadena and is back in town 
That amateur film field May not be as lucrative as it seems Gossip 


in the trade on the matter is that Eastman is behind the eight ball 
on its celluloid library dedicated to the parlor exhibs 

The figure probably isn’t overly important to the Eastman outfit, but 
it’s given as one reason for some of the boys who had 
ideas now seeking other channels for their talent 


Similar 16m 


Fad for front drive cars has hit the Coast picture colony 


Those owning the new drives in various models are Ann Harding, 
Ronald Colman, Harry Bannister, Hoot Gibson, John Miljan, Monte 
Blue, Mervyn Le Roy, Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, Bert Wheeler, 
“Whispering” Jack Smith, Maxwell Anderson, Frank Joyce, Louis | 
Samuels, Otto Gilmour, Jeannette McDonald, Ray Boswell, Jr., S. Rafel- 
son, Olive Mathews, Dr. Balsinger and Warren Miller. 





Universal will likely gross around $500,000 with its revival of 
of the Opera’ with sound, and Lon Chaney silent. 
cost U over $40,000 to sound the picture 

Another Chaney sounded reissue in the near future U has in mind 
according to report is “Hunchback of Notre Dame.” Chaney may or 
may not talk in that picture. From a Coast report in Variety last week, 
Chaney is now singing for the screen. 


Phantom 
It probably did not 


Circuits and film companies formerly getting a copy of “Now,” 
West Coast house organ, edited by Frank Whitbeck, every week, 
been advised that if they want it in the future they will have to fork 
over $10 a year for subscription. Organ, one of the most handsome 
gotten out, is being sold for 25c a copy. 

In mailing last free copy to opposition circuits, recipients were in- 
formed “this is the last going out gratis.” 


Fox- 


The 35-year-old fight between the Stagehands’ union and the Electrical 
Workers’ union continues, with the latter group taking certain aggressive 
steps in the mid-west centering around Chicago. They are attempting 
a show down with both the I. A. T. S. E. and the Motion Picture Oper- 
ators, claiming for themselves the right to maintain batteries in the 
operating booth, despite the fact that according to the operators’ and 
Managers’ contract, recently signed, the operators must keep up the 
batteries themselves. 


Due to the radical changes in styles, Hal Wallis ordered a houseclean- 
{ng in the First National studio wardrobe department. Instead of call- 
ing in a used clothes dealer to barter for the obsolete garments in bulk, 
news:that a sale would be staged was circulated among employees, who 
in turn were asked to tell their friends. Sale lasted one day and more 
than 500 gowns, with lingerie, hats and shoes to match were disposed 
ef at prices from $10 to $50. Original cost of some of the garments ran 
as high as $1,500. 


When the talkers came and left a number of the independent pro- 
ducers high and dry, the producers, in turn, walked out on the labora- 
tories owing several hundred thousand dollars in printing and developing 
bills. William Horsley, owner of the Horsley lab on the Coast, was one 
who held the sack for plenty. 

Horsley recently went into the 16mm. field and has reduced all the 
Pictures he was caught with for home projection. In so doing he has 
realized a larger profit than he would had the producers paid him and 
taken their film. 





have | 


again. 
| William Conklin 
{first talker in 1909. 
outfit in New York 
phone.’ 


Tony 
' 


worked in his 
Sound-on-disk 
called “Camera- 


Moreno has started land- 
scaping for his home on. the old 
King Gillette estate. He's not using 
t blades. 


sate 


That California sun has gone 
dark and the rain is playing a grind 
;policy of three a day on percent- 


;age 


yY razor 


Mei Lan-Fang was host to Mary 
jand Doug in Peking last year, and 
jthey re making him their guest at 
|Pickfair during his Philharmoni: 
date here. . 
“That,” said a local booster 
Hollywood, “is the 
man’s Chinese 
idinary!”’ 


famous Grau- 
theatre.” Extraor 
gasped the Englishman 
“When does it go off?” 

A radio wagon with amplifying 
horns has been parading Hollywood 
Blvd., the past week advocating at- 
tendance at the Mascal theatre. 
Twist is that the boys only trot out 
the truck when it rains as the sole 
disc seems to be “Singin’ in the 
Rain.” They’ve used up four rec- 
ymis and the tires are almost gone. 

Roosevelt Hotel Blossom Room is 
holding a Louis Shurr night Thurs- 
day. Customary practice for hotel's 
dance department but Shurr in 
panic because guest of honor must 
supply acts as entertainment or 
make arrangements for same. Shurr 
showed up at Malibu Beach Sunday 
with five bathing suits designed by 
Urban and 
as Owen McGivney,. 


guiding an English novelist around | 


spent afternoon doing! 


The Way of All Flash 








The Characters 
Mike Ommission, producer, stager, 





| personal representative, agent and 


fall around vaudeville 


! 
man. Has 


Jof Bill Robinson when his old man 
| threw him down a flight of stairs. 
Act One 

{Scene is a rehearsal room ($2.50 
per hour) in the June Green stu- 


j}dark hair and two blue eyes. Known dios, adjoining Cain's, Times 
to some as Mike the Chiseler and Square, New York Time is nine 
to others as Honest Mike. Others] clock Tuesday morning by Mike 
[Ommission's catch Initials on 

ire himself and himself Born in lenatch are D. F 
Rodent, Mo. First reached prom Mike atricht <ids let ret 
inence' by introducing plan to | started I'm payin’ five bucks an 
harge acts commission when lay-|our for this om. You kids 
: , iworked pretty hard yesterday an’ 
nz off and serving them Iiree waen |, uppreciate it Mi appreciates 
rking Borrowed from Chinese| everything but don't stand stal- 
loctors Almost id corner on lay llers; remember that I always says 
lif you wanna get some place you 


off market but forced to drop idea 
when someone heard him panning 
his own acts to the bookers. Takes 
allow- 
habit and 
commission 


,10% out of his wife's table 
force of 
kids 


them to public .school 


ince from 
charged his two 
for sending 
Know ll 


all the ropes but the ons 


they wrap around your neck 


Jimmy Tripletaps, instructo it 
ie art of terpsi or Knows more 
rout ock ticket t n | 
pul a nice DO, Can teaci e 
ing he knows abou dar I to 
three bars of music. Teach ill 
ipplicants the same routine b 
iways thinks he's Siving tien 
»mmething new, due to bad memory 


He's better than nothing, especially 
sinee he’s working for nothing. Ha, 
jha. I don’t know how the poor lad 


xists, but that’s changing the sub- 


ject,” says Mike. “Now get me 
right,” murmurs Jimmy) I aint 


| the greatest dance prof in the woild 
|and I ain’t claimin’ to be. But I 
| knows more stuff than any guy you 
hoid of. I thinks of it one 
minute and forgets it the next. I'm 
teachin’ while I'm thinkin’ and 
thinkin’ while I'm teachin’. I gives 
em my new idears while they’'s hot. 
Always gives ‘em something new 
ind, brother, it's sensational.” 

Mike Ommission’s Own Beauty 
Ballet. Line of 10 girls, all of whom 
ire beautiful, excepting 10, who are 
not. So tired from rehearsing they 
sleep between 
in each chorus 

Pansy and Billie Crowe, a sister 
| team. “Those Two Vivacious 
! Misses.” Would be sisters if they 
didn’t happen to have different 
fathers and mothers. Personally 
believe they are great and always 
have “mother” parked behind a 
nearby tree or telegraph pole to 
prove it. “Mother” is a second aunt 
to the one on the left. That's un- 
der, not in, your hat. “My little 
girls,” says Mamma, “may not be 
as successful as the Vodeo Sisters 
(current toasts of Broadway)—yet 
—but they are GOOD girls.” 

Louie Misstep, hoofing juvenile. 
Nicknamed “Lousy Louie” by school 
chums. Cute kid. Mike thinks the 
world of him and will continue to 
until Louie asks for his salary. Born 
dancer. Made the nurses scream 
and the doctors roar by doing a 
tinsika out of the ward. Asked for 
an introduction before agreeing to 
| take his first step. Learned about 
| billing later. Did his first imitation 


ever 


every second beat 








around the block. R-K-O western 


block, with the main body of the 
number of one-story stores. 
tic style. 


Antiquated exchanges not capable 
in, plus anxiety to be equipped for 


been credited as the director. 





Hays’ office which is trying to refine stills, advertising and publicity 
in pictures besides pictures themselves, has taken cognizance of the hot 
stuff on “Unguarded Girls,” sex picture current at the Carroll, but is 
not known to be doing anything about it. This one is shown for men 
only in the New York engagement and for women only in Brooklyn, or 
reversed daily or weekly. 

Stills are plenty ‘hot and are attracting crowds to the lobby, with 
spielers outside to lay on the suggestion that here’s a warm show. 
Barkers also announce that live models will appear on the stage at] 
éach performance. 


The Kuchenmeister interests which are concerned with the stock 
market manipulations of Tobis-Klangfilm are regarded by the Con- 


tinental film people as the cause for the German-American wiring hitches, 
it is reported from Paris. Should Kuchenmeister be eliminated, it is 
taken for granted that the Allgemeine Electrische Gesellshaft (A. E. G.) 


every angle 
Instead of merely meeting head 
is going in for considerable detail, 
ceiving various reports on a wide 
Turner is a wealthy man whor 
he sold his business. He is said to 


in it indefinitely. 

Before brought into R-K-O by Br 
undertaken the reorganization of 
at Rye in which Brown is heavily 





and Siemens-Halske would soon settle the current differences between 
Tobis-Klangfilm and the American electrics (Western and RCA Photo- 
Phone principally). 

So far only 110 German houses are wired by Tobis of which 69 have 


been modified with the recent Klangfilm improvements Adjustment of 
the patents’ t 


sq inbble would increase the Te ri ac) i market con- 


scala | 
Altho igh R-K-O is set on a policy of expal ) ) ) mid- | 
Ar: and centering on Iowa, the circuit is opposed ) , mone} 
DUuild houses, because of the evident des ) i ) mer- 
1ts and bankers to get into show business by financing Mason Cit 
example. Merchant there has gned ¥ --K-O to build 
i 4 » Specifications iid do i DY oo 34 ’ ’ i Zz 9 tores, 


Pd 


An independent studio head on the 


a nickel or penny here and there, 


is said to have cost his company 


major studios was making a pi 
of the flats with compo board He 
At his plant he immediately orde 
a special production he was to ma 
Meantime the company using the 
ound them impractical and forgo 
ryt “aitinge to see wil it the 
j i »9 do with t 


(Cont nued 


of building, which will be used wherever possible. 


In last week's film reviews of °C 


atre operation and its allied branches 


he 


division has hit upon a certain type 
Building for a square 
theatre rising above a surrounding 


All fronts are to be decorated in modernis- 


of handling prints since sound came 
wide film when that comes along, is 


resulting in the building of new exchanges throughout the country. 


ross Roads” Al Worker should have 


James Turner, from the textile business, brought into R-K-O as as- 
sistant to Hiram S. Brown, president, is investigating every department 
in the organization, ostensibly to familiarize himself with operations from 


xf various departments, the Turner 
departmental chiefs say, and is re- 
character of matters 


‘tired from the textile industry when 


be evidencing a deep interest in the- 
likely with a view to remaining 
own, Turner had, at Brown's request, 
Westchester-Biltmore Country Club 


interested financially. In less thana 
year he turned the club from the red into the black. 


Coast always on the alert to shave 
ran up against a snag recently It 


$25,000 He heard that one of the 
sing linen cloth for sets instead 
inaged to get himself on the lot 
“1 14 sets made out of linen clot} oO! 
nen cloth sets for an experiment 
0 it The “efficier producer 
He told « rvone how all he 

to repaint it ior each pi 


gotta work I could be sleepin’ till 
noon every day like Flo Ziegfeid— 
great guy, Flo—and some of them 
Maybe I will when 
I get the breaks. But now I gotta 
work, and I know it. So come on, 


|} other perducers. 


‘let's snap into it. (To pianist): 
Stay on key a little bit more today, 
ind give ‘em the right rhythm. Now 

ro jimmy take the line, 
Oka ‘ n down 
Alri t yne two three 
( i i watch ‘em, Jimmy. 
i i i l en 

(Girls slop through opening num- 

eT { ] n yutine.) 
Mike All I can Say is that’s 
pre ) ry it iin Now, 

}one, two, thr go—fer the luvva 
mud, watch ’em, Jimmy! 


(Girls do opening okay and en- 
tire company runs through act.) 

Mike: Well, pretty fair, but you 
| better do better when the boys come 
jin to take a look. I’m expectin’ Sam 
| Pencilin of the Keith office at 11. He 
| promised to be here. Says he can’t 
tell much in a rehearsal hall, but 
wants to get a slant before he slips 


lit to his pals, the bookers. Now 
when a guy comes in an’ I whistle, 
you know it's Sam, and when I 


whistle, you dance like you never 
|} danced before. And you dames, you 
| Crowe better deliver that 
harmony like I told you. Remember, 
Make it snappy. Don't 
forget everybody—when I whistle. 

(Half hour later man enters. 
Mike whistles). 

Mike: Sam, I want you to meet 
my little gals. Girls, this is Sam 
Pencilin of the United. Now he 
wants to see what we've got here. 

Sam (interrupting): Hurry up, 
Mike, I've got lots of business to do. 

Mike: Okay, Sam, Now, girls, 
Mr. Pencilin has to get outta here 
fast. So let’s go. Hey, Jimmy, get 
‘em started! All right, one, two, 
three—go. 

(Girls and principals run 
through routine, full of pep. Theyre 
hungry and Sam has the key to the 
ice bor.) 

Mike: 
old pal? 

Sam: As I said before, can't tell 
much in a rehearsal hall. Looks fair 
and I'll see if I can get you a show- 
ing. See me tomorrow. So long. 

Mike: So long, Sam, old pal. Don't 
forget the opening. (Calls Jimmy 
aside): Think he liked it, Jimmy? 

Jimmy: Yes, Mr. Ommission, 

Mike: It must be pretty good then 
‘cause he’s a tough guy. Won't take 
anything that don’t smell good. Best 
agent in the Keith office. On the 
level, too, like myself. Told him I 
need $1,000 to operate this flash on 
an’ he says oke without a argu- 
ment. I’m savin’ on everything I 
can an’ that’s why you may have 
to wait fer your salary. You won't 
mind waitin’ till we get set, willya, 
kid? 

Jimmy: No, Mr. Ommission. 

Mike: Thatsa boy. You won't be 
sorry. Now I'm lettin’ you in on 
the inside. Here's the layout. I'm 
gonna use that backdrop. from 
“Hoofing Honeys,” the spangled cyc 
from “Dancing Dearies” and those 
two nifty travelers from “Ninety 
Nip-ups and a Prattfall.” It’s all in 
first-class shape. I'll tell ’em every- 
thing’s brand new. 

Those guys behind the books 
won't know the difference. They're 
dizzy watchin’ acts and everything 
looks old to ’em. They're afraid to 
squawk fer fear of pullin’ a boner. 
Now we'll permote our agent fer 
an advance on shoes and we're all 
set to open. If they offer $750 we'll 
take it. Figger $36 bucks each fer 
|the gals, $159 as a showin’ salary 
ifer the Crowe's an’ $50 showin’ sal- 
ary fer Louie. 
the difference, 


Sisters, 


one and one 


Well, whatdya think, Sam, 





You an’ me can split 
minus commish, It'll 


| be half a yard fer you, anyway, till 
we get goin’ and leavin’ me only 
about $175 fer all my work an’ in- 

v tment Lo I get tl lis 
j i il pu it exp ted (To 

r t i Louie) All r t 
id let’s » thro n i iil Su 5 
‘ do t ra t l 
» Ons 
’ ( page sv.) 
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The Way of All Flash 
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as you do better when the boys 1S | yoand. 








Act 11 
(Opening day at St. Moe, Staten 
Everything fine but Mike's 



























































































































































April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 _ 26 lookin’. I’m expectin’ Benny Ham- new act.) 
MAIN- “Second “Framed” “Lovin’ “ter | ocram ef the iaew ames any min- Act 12 
STREET Wife” $17,000 Ladies” Tomorrow” ute. Whenl whistle, its Benny. Manager's Report: Terrible. 
High. .$32,000 $18,000 $17,000 $21,500 Act Two Act 13 
Low.. 8,000) Stage Show | __ = —__— | —_.— Mike (whistles): Girls, meet Mr. Mike (to hiniself): What else can 
ea Fr | "eee a =" _ — Hamscram of Loew's. He wantsta|I do but close it? I shouldn’t have 
ong ove” se : see you do yer stuff. Now just ease | lied to those kids about the St. Moe 
j 19.2 14.; 500 17,500 . . ‘ mie sella Ps 
ion #i0,000 i w | nee sie i through in the usual way. Mr. | salary, but I’ve got to make a livin’. 
= a af mn —. | Hamscram wants to see it natural! $200 for the two weeks of work 
“ “Witi t “Murder “Golden | $2 for the t s 
PAN: 2 en aicauaea” en Reof” Calf” like, as it'll look on a stage. Now, | ain't so good, but not so bad. I'l 
High. .$31,800) “79,800 $8,700 $8,100 $6,100 |} let's go, one, two—Hey, Jimmy, get | do better later, madam. 
Low. 5,000| -Vaude | em started—three! Act 14 
“ — ps — Benson | - “Love (Mr. Hamscram’s look is over.) Mike: rea. (ens: “salt sini an 
NEW f Young — | yore | qmoneon Brutes” Mike: Looks pretty sweet, eh =m * aon Sve Om ae . 
MAN Eagles” | Stars urder s news. To me the act looked great, 
High. .$33, 000) $14,700 | $15,000 $14,100 $14,900 venny ¢ but those bookers don’t know 
Low. 8.000! 5 ace _Show } | | ae Benny: Fair, Mike, fair. See if i nothin’ hewn alt a bunch of 
Se “ ghar eNotes eas can get you a showing. See me to- ‘ “ie mee ¢ 
Wendin lemons. Ia of forked over if I 
wa dh y could afford it, but I can’t. Not on 
SEATTLE Mike: Now you dames almost . , 
ae . : bi the salaries they offer you. Then 
ruined that. jut Benny likes me ape . : ; gir 
——_—_—___— ae aoe am 7 vi s : : . |they want it all back. Not only are 
' April 5 ' April 12 April 19 | April 26 and will probably ferget the mis- they a flock of gyps, but they don’t 
~~ PARA- | 4 a Vagabond } “Benson _ — “Young | “Love —s vig her nigra “re — ae, know a good act when they see it. 
* rd } ” s ” ea ee riz Ww F vs s d 
MOUNT | King Murder Eagles Brutes | “ "a soil — : rate as to-call thi | Now, if I was bookin’, our act would 
High. $26,000] $18,400 $13.600 $13,100 $12,000 | ac t. Dance Carnival” sounds good lbe playin’ the rest of our lives 
haa. 9.000! Stage Show _$. jand it’s my own idear. Any other catie ails. break this up aft as 
MUSIC “Texas “Texas Wide | “Mammy” {5 ynelvitsscggagee 1) ie , : ; we've been together so long, but 
BOX Moon” Moon Open $8,000 Crowe Sisters (in harmony): ie sake tent i. inane tide 
High. .$17,000 $7,600 $4,900 $6,600 Why, Mr. Ommission, didn’t you say pai kbs oes a Ra ths . Ons» , m i 
Low... 4,000) (ist week) | (2d week) it was going to be Crowe Sisters poet pA ge ste abi grid po 
_All Sound_ ae cate ern 3 and Co.? Miss +0 j y' X- 
a METH “Golden “Ship Es “Lady to “Blaze o’ . Mother (jumping out from behind eeaaogg eon od = = Baste bid 
_ AVE. Calf” | Shanghai ee 100 water cooler): Yes, you certainly — > ayes > na ven 
High. . wee = | $15,700 $14,8 rf did, Mr. Ommission, and my little retort — coin like that after 
oe i — a eee” | —““ineael “ngagi” girls don’t work if you don’t. — Act 15 
“Nig “Vengeance . Sens is = Tai 
M E Ride” $6,200 $14,100 $11,500 ‘ et Ae ent An gms, —— Mike: Listen, Jimmy, this is for 
ous . . , y, 
High. .$16,000 $5.100 (ist week) (2a week) a minute. We can call it “Dance j gare rd may Pos 
Hie “i 3,500 All ‘Sound Carnival,” with the Crowe Sisters. wou only. ; ve got a great rh aol 
ee a oar! “Hello ~ oe ; Sisters and Mother (together, all vines irdnen A line of 10 penne ” 
“ORPHEUM Love Second rvevlo ovin nee off thew, 2 , sy. ow, | girls, sister team and sensational 
High. . $32,000 Racket” Wife” Sister” Ladies” mother 0 ey, but together): No, boy hoofer. We can use the back- 
Low... 6,500 $10,100 $17,500 $15,000 $11,000 it’s got to be Crowe Sisters and Co. | 2°Y ; A — bon . 
Vaude . Mike: All right, let’s ferget about | 470P from “Cute Capers,” that nifty 
oo ——— it fer a minute. There’s other |CYc from “Steps and Steppers” and 
things more important. Jake Wolf | those two eye-fillin’ gold and black 
WASHINGTON of Fox’s will be here any minute. travelers from “Mike Ommission’s 
res When I whistle, you’ll know it’s | Dancing Dollies. We can get by 
___ April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 Jake. easy fer $1,000 ‘and that'll leave 
~ COLUM- | “Rogue “Only “Men Like “Puttin’ on Act Three plenty ye you an’ me. How do you 
BIA Song” Brave” That” Ritz” (Mike whistles and Jake Wolf like it? : ; 
High. .$19,000} $10,000 $10,500 $7,000 $14,000 goes through usual “see me tomor-| Jimmy: Great, Mr. Ommission. 
ao. 00 (2a week) row.”’) : Act 16 ; ($2.50 
All_ Sounc Act Four (Scene is a rehearsal room ($2. 
e SAME os oe oe ern Bran Mike: Looks like we're on the big red pet in the —— ‘engage Pe 
igh.. ’ Cc . ' time, kids. 10s, adjoining ain’s, mes 
Low... 6,000 Pe ig ag $9,000 $12 500 $12,700 Act Five Beware, Hew York. tase 49 gm 
7 = —:; — (It’s four-thirty and everybody's | 2 choc uesday morning by Mike 
1 we gat 500 ~ Sea R00 bane” Kane starved.) Ommission’s watch. Initiafs on 
Low... 14,000} $22,000 $22,500 $22,700 $14,000 Mike: Gee whiz, I fergot ali| Watch are D. F.) 
Stage Show (New low) about you poor kids. Here it is 4:30 Mike: All right, _kids, let’s get 
METRO- “Green  “Fexas “The “Mammy” an’ you haven’t had any lunch. Well, started. I’m payin $6.50 an hour 
POLITAN Goddess” Moon” Furies” $15,000 it’s so near supper time there’s no|fer this room an’ I don’t think 
High. .$21,000 $15,000 $16,500 $11,000 use ruinin’ your dinner. We might|there’s any use wastin’ time by 
Low... 5,000} All Sound as well stick it out. stallin’.. You kids worked pretty 
PALACE “Sarah and “Benson “Lummox” “Montana Act Six hard yesterday an’ I appreciate it. 
High. .$27,300 Son” Murder” $17,500 Moon” (Next Morning) Mike appreciates... You gotta work 
Low... 11,500 - $31,500 $21,500 Bic M (Same as Act One) ...Great guy, Flo...Breaks...Snap 
Ss age _Show Act Seven into it...Hey, Jimmy!...When I 
(Same as Acts Two, Three, Four | whistle... 
PORTLAND ORE. and Five, with different agents.) ae 
’ Act Eight ——- 
7 : . ° (Next Day) 
__April 5 Apes 12 bas A 19 Seek 26 (Mike gets offer from Fisher R- K-0 i in a lowa 
PARA — Eagles ee" Pe tM office for opening at $300 for four 
High. .$25,300 $9,700 $7,500 $7,100 $6,100 days and peggy 
Low.. 5,000 ‘ “hicag 
: u ; r Mike: Kids, we open Saturday at Chicago, May 13. 
“ oe ” ’ e ’ " Py ne p ‘a 
ee e>2,500 j ns Aaayrry Meet ee Wom? | the St. Moe in Staten Island, Just| Next step in R-K-O's middle west- 
ye 5.500 $11,000 $9,000 $9,000 to get our bearings. Only getting] ern program is the annexation of 
Sai ; Vaude $100 fer the date, just enough to] six additional vaude spots in Iowa. 
‘ — rr) rm 9 rT) a : r Circuit has theatres in Sioux City, 
i “Melod Texas Ingagi” Ingagi” pay your fares and expenses. We'll 
on Man”, Moon” $14,000 $7,500 fill in the last half in the Keith office | Cedar Rapids, Des Moines and Wa- 
High. .$20,000 $4,300 $7,000 (ist week) (2a week) fer real dough and from then on} terloo. Towns to be invaded will be 
Low.. __ 4,000) All Sound everything's okay. We'll be at the| chosen from Dubuque, Davenport, 
UNITED ““Puttin’ on “Be Your- “Temple “Rogue Palace in no time. Now the idear} Boone, Newton, Burlington, Mar- 
ARTISTS Ritz” self” Tower” Song” is fer everybody to work together. | shallton, Keokuk, Council Bluffs, 
High. .$16,000 $7,000 $7,000 $7,000 $11,500 We gotta plug to get over. Let’s| Fort Dodge, Mason City and Iowa 
Low... 4,000) All Sound - =< go through that sittin’ down routine | City. 
~~ BROAD- “Ship “She Steps oe } meee again. One, two, three—go! Hey, 
Hi hy $28,000 “auae Pye $14,000 $18,000 Jimmy, get ’em goin’! (Routine is . 
. ore. 9.000! Stace Show . finished.) All right, everything’s “Show Boat” Broadcast 
ce — fine. What's today? Thursday? Hollywood, M 13 
We got the rest of the week to eee my ot 
MINNEAPOLIS brush up on the numbers. Universal is dickering with Flo 
Act 10 Ziegfeld for permission to broad- 
April 5 April 12 April 19 (Rest of week spent brushing up| cast “Show Boat” over the NBC 
MINNE- ~ “Honey” “Girl Said | “Montana on numbers.) chain June 15. 
SOTA $30,000 No” Moon” 
High. .$45,200| Stage Show $26,200 $27,000 
ATE Sk Othe “Benson PROVIDENCE 
y “ r 
High.. ,000 Hawk” Tomorrow” Murder” . , . . 
ag ‘ sar 07 $7,000 $16,100 $10,100 April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 
All Sound | __ oie STATE “Girl Said “Free and “Be Your- “Montana 
— EUM “Night | “Harmon “Officer High. .$29,000 No” Easy” self Moon” 
OKOy Ride” coma” O’Brien” Low... 14,000 $22,000 $22,000 $18,800 $24,500 
High. .$22,000 $10,000 | $8,000 $11,000 All Sound 
Low... 5.000' Vaude | Pe Se, oem we Oe SS nee: MAJESTIC “Without “Men Are “Behind “Society 
eis sreremmes ss a in igi — ~~" | High. .$16,500; Women” and; Dangerous” Make-Up” Blues” 
BALTIMORE Low... 6,200) “Hello $13,000 on ane o $11,500 
Sister” acketee 
=e $12,500 $9,900 
| April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 —— Au Sound _ a ———— 
CENTURY “Burning “Young “Mysterious “Montana 
High. .$27,000 E Eagles” Island” Moon” TACOMA, WASH. 
Low... 15,000 $19,500 $19,000 $17,500 $25,000 . 
Stage Show; ae - - : 
“STANLEY | “Sarah and | “Puttin’ on “Lummox” “Son of April 5 eee 12 Sect 19 April 28 
High. .$33,500 Son” Ritz” $14,500 Gods” BLUE “Johnny Troopers Ingagi Ingagi 
Low... 12 $18,500 $17,500 $18,500 MOUSE Jones” Three” $6,400 $4,000 
Po ; All Sound High. . .$8,280 $3,100 ‘ $3,500 (Ist week) (2a week) 
- : — : : " Eat Low.. 1 All Soun 
“Bisho “Girl Said “Playing “Puttin’ on | ofl eae . ~ - 
eee 1,000 Murder” No” Around” Ritz” RIALTO “Montana “Happy Honey Vagabond» 
Low... 1,900} $2,000 $2,700 $2,600 $2,300 High. ..$8,500) Moon” Days $4,400 hy 
a ae All Sound Low... 2000] $5,600 $4,300 $4,800 
j All Sounc 
7 rr “Phantom “Captain of "or el loaner] BPeor 
Latah Sricahe”™ f Opera” Guard” R-K-O “Second “Officer “Strictly Lovin’ 
High. $18,000; Grischa of Op - : fe” 'B ” Modern” Ladies” 
Low 5,800 $11,000 $10,060 $16,000 High. .$14,500 Wife O’Brien odern 
% All Sound f Low... 4,2001 $6800 $7,300 $5,900 $7.100 
— — j 





COAST NOTES 


Carl Stockdale, “Sisters,” Co). 
Walter DeLeon writing another 
original for Eddie Quillan at Pathe. 


Robert McWade and Henry Hall, 
“Feet First,” Lloyd. 

Howard Jones, football coach, 
“Maybe It’s Love,” WB. 

Harrington Reynolds, “Old Eng. 
lish,” WB. 

Betty Healey, “March of Time” 
M-G. 

Iika Chase and talph Welles, 
“Madame Satan,’ M-G. 


Zella Young to write treatment 


for “So This Is Mexico,” Tiff. 
Robert Henley, direct “Captain 
Applejack,” WB. 
Reg Sheffield here from New York 
to play in “Old English,” WB. 
Lewis R. Foster will direct first 
Dane-Arthur short for Darmour. 
Skeets Gallagher featured part 


with Clara Bow in her next musical, 
Par. 
Howard 
dent,” U. 
Sam Hardy, 
P. Heggzie, 


Russell, “Little Acci- 
Emma Dunn and O. ag 
“Broken Dishes.” 


Joseph Schildkraut, ‘‘Aloa,”’ Rogel- 
Tiff. 

Doris Lloyd, “Old English,” WB 

Don Alvarado, “Forever Yours,” 
UA, 

Wade Boteler, “Behind the Lines,” 
RKO. 

Brooks Benedict,“Chicago Widow,” 
FN. 

Cyril Hume, scenario staff, WB. 

Fred Malatesta, Harry Vegar, 


Eddie Boland and Nick De 


Rinz, “So 
This Is Mexico,” Tiff. 


Estelle*Taylor, “Lilliom,” Fox. 
John Davidson, “Life of the 
Party,” WB. 

James Hall, “Married Men,” FN. 

Stanley Smith, Stuart Erwin, 
Skeets Gallagher, ‘Palm Beach,” 
Par. 

Olaf Hytton and Colin Kenny, 
“Grumpy,” Par. 

Paul Hurst, James Neal, Henry 
Tenbrooke, untitled Dix picture, 
Radio. 


Charlotte Walker, “Forever Yours,” 
TA. 


J. Farrell 

End,” WB. 
Montagu Love, 
B 


McDonald, “River's 


“Outward Bound,” 
Marie Dressler, femme lead, “Dark 
Star.” George Hill, director. 


William Staunton, “Pleasure Isl- 
and,” Tiff. 


Ben Corbett, Fern Emmett and 
Olive Young, “‘Ridin’ Law,” Big 4- 
Webb. 


3essie Love borrowed from M-G 


for femme lead in “Conspiracy,” 
Radio. 

Roger Davis, “Are You There,” 
Fox. 

John Stefflin, “Monsieur Le Fox,” 
M-G. 

Eddie Kane and William L. 
Thorne, “Big Boy,” WB. 

Parker J. McConnell, “Civilian 
Clothes,” Par. 


Aileen Carlyle and Virginia Sale, 
“Broken Dishes,” FN. 
Sammy Blub, Pathe short. 


Dorothy Matthews, “When We 
Were 21,” FN. 

Eddie Robinson, “Widow from 
Chicago,” FN. 

Theodore von Eltz, Stanley 
Smith and Charles Sellon, “Palm 
Beach,” Par. 


Ray Harris, writing staff Ralph 
Block Production, Fox. 

Elmer Ballard, “Handful. of 
Clouds,” WB. 

Henry Kolker, Wadsworth 
ris and Oscar Apfel, 
UA. 

William Conselman collaborating 
with Frederic Lonsdale next Col- 
man picture, UA. 

John Farrow, Fox scenario staff. 


Har- 
“Deception,” 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Anita 
Page, Roscoe Karns, Sally Blane, 
Joan Marsh, Albert Gran, Zasu 
Pitts, Gertrude Short, Slim Sum- 


merville and Nora Cecile, 
tle Accident,” WU. 
will meg. 

Fay Wray, Betty Compson and 
Bill Boyd (stage), “Spoilers,” Par. 


“The Lit- 
William Craft 


William Wyler to direct “Bou- 
doir Diplomat,” TU, 
William DeMille will direct 


Metro’s talker of Katherine Norris’ 


“Passion Flower.” Martin Flavin 
is scenarizing. 
Estelle Taylor, Mildred Van 


Dorn and Guinn Williams, “Devil 
With Women,” Fox. 

Terrell Davis, “Rain or Shine,” 
Col. 

Stanley Smith, 
Millionaires,” Par. 

Robert Thornby and Ed Brady, 
“Forever After,” UA 

Paramount has selected Kay 
Johnson as one of the femme leads 
in “Spoilers.” 


“Love Among the 





Portland Exhib Sues 
Publix for $1,000,000 


Portland, Me., May 13. 
Publix Theatres is named as de- 
fendant in a_ suit for $1,000,00 
brought by Abraham Goodside, wh¢ 
operates the Empire. 
Goodside alleges his theatre hi 
been discriminated against and 
has been unable to secure the t 





ter pictures. 
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r a Second Big Week at the 7 
JOHN BOLES—JEANIE LANG 
: How the critics raved over Boles rendition of “Song 
of the Dawn” and “It Happened in Monterey And 
| how they raved over the screens newest sensation,’ 
' Jeanie Lana, whostops the showw hat) shecroons |d 
Like To Do things For You"’ and ‘Ragamuffin Romeo.” 
She's already clicked as AMERICA’S PERSONALITY 

GIRL. Read all about it in the reviews below! 

i in . sound and color enteitainment - _ the. pictur : 


+ 

















“Entertainment for which New York is accus- 
tomed to pay $16.50 is presented at the Roxy 
this week in ‘King of Jazz.’ A lavishly beau- 
tiful cinematic production... 
tainment tapestry of breath-taking beauty... 
‘music galore ... plenty of spectacle ... lots 
‘of humor... upon occasion art reaches a new 
high . . . John Boles throttles all competition 
in the singing cinema... The ‘discovery’ of 
the picture is a little girl named Jeanie Lang, 
who stops the show when she croons to Paul 


Whiteman, ‘I'd Like To Do Things For You.’ ” 
—REGINA CREWE, N.Y. American 


“A marvel of camera wizardry .. . will appeal 
to all types of audiences... nothing imitative, 
all the various turns being blessed with origin- 
ality. . thoroughly diverting. . .: sparkling piece 
‘of work ..:./Rhapsody in Blue’ is set forth with 
tuch artistry . +.» picture aroused gales of 
faughter 2 coe ¥ There is no sequence that isn’t 


‘worth witnessing and no performance that is 


Hot capable in this fast-paced picture.” 
—MORDAUNT HALL, N. Y. Times 


a magnificent spectacle. It cost Universal two 
trillion dollars: You can see it for one. You're 
getting a great break . . . surpasses everything 
done in Technicolor... most spectacular color 
picture ever made >. Stunning!” 

—BLAND JOHANESON, N. Y. Mirror 


colorful enter- 


“An astonishing quantity and variety of visual 


beauty... musically, too, it is a superior pro- 

duction ... and one will sit before it and come 

away convinced he has had his money's worth.”” 
—QUINN MARTIN, N. Y. World 


“An eye-filling spectacle done in Technicolor 
and in exceptionally. good taste... perform- 
ances are good throughout.” 

—MARGUERITE TAZELAAR, N. Y. Tribune 


‘A handsomely mounted, elaborately devised 
picture... lots of brief and pointed sketches... 


good entertainment ... the audience seemed 


to like it a lot.” 
—THORNTON DELEHANTY, N. Y. Evening Post 


“There is a high class jazz carnival at the Roxy 
this week and, boy, how it goes over! ... The 
picture is as pretentious as anything Ziegfeld 
has done ; .. the director manages to inject a 
fast-moving pace .. . John Boles walks off with 


‘most of the singing honors... There is a little 
‘girl named Jeanie Lang, who steals a few laurels 


for herself.” 
—GEORGE GERHARD, N. Y. World 


\’As a spectacle it is an eye-filler . . : spirited 
comne . .. the music is exceptionally tuneful 


and there are at least three potential hits .. ; 


John Boles sings more beautifully and photo- 


graphs better than in any of his own starring oye 


vehicles.” 
—JULIA SHAWELL, N. Y. Evening Graphic 


What a picture! .. 







































































“Roxy is worth a visit this week... the film 
feature is unquestionably the most majestically 
mounted, the most plentifully, fulsomely cos- 
tumed... John Murray Anderson displays high 
standards... most effective of all is the staging 
‘of Mr. Gershwin's ‘Rhapsody in Blue!’ . 
there are all sorts of kaledioscopic camera 
‘effects in this episode.” 
—JOHN S. COHEN, Jr., N.Y. Sun 


.What...a 


.» picturel 


It isn’t often we get excited about @ motion 
picture. But when we saw ‘King of Jazz’—well, 
no praise is too great for it... Aside from 
‘Whiteman and his orchestra, the sole attraction 
in this film is entertainment. And that enter- 
tainment goes on for reel after reel”... 
—DAN THOMAS, N. Y. Telegram 
























a Cuiiaal Theatre, N.Y. $2.50 Top 
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ee Bill to Please Al \ 


Mm  Lacts, Songs, Dances, an 
i «A TRIFLE HEADLINE 60 
MONICA, & ANN SKELLY 


scott SANDERS 


treet 
Scotiane’s, G Soe SE 


PEPITO 


Famous Spenish Clows 


Hyde & Barrill—Lee Twiss 


uit Hh! ay 


4 Love, Drama, Fan & 
Mase in Movieland 


Take = trip thre 
the studies a 





MEW YoRA ClTY 

A PARTY OF THE STARS! 

“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” 
Ha apprest Hit ia Town! 


SUS Oe Biwer at 42nd 


Nite Owl Shows! 











NOW! At Popular Prices? 
“THE VAGABOND KING™ 
with Dennis King. 





> UNITED Biway’ 
_SRriets at oth 





SAN FRANCISCO 





BALTIMORE 


Cootipaces 
Matu., 15-25-35¢; Eves. 


_ Oo —_ = 


aan ens 


from 1 P. M. 


CHICAGO 


You Know Whit That Means? 


Janet 


GAYNOR 
Charles 
FARRELL 


Wm. Fox Romance 


B “HIGH SOCIETY BLUES” 


CHICAGO 





—_—_—_- —- ——— 
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Tune in on Statik 





on KFRC TONIGHT, 


Paramount- Publis Hour over Columbia Broadcast! 















In @ roll 


NEW York C(TPy 





lest _ Screen Drama of 
Je RA a Y° SEI 


wor ce STEER 


Tonight and Wed. WED. 


ef Artangemert | ith 
Maurice yt, presents 


a ORCESTER 





Nor’ A geerere 
The Company From ths Wilbur 


heater, Boston: 1 Bo, "soe 


Sea: Beat’ fom. | i130, Shoe! Aas 


NEW YorRA# cry 





















~ Fu u 
PARAMOUN T'S New Theitler 
Ne Mamie en 3ne, 

Arthur 

We See 

YORK 
Paul ASH To Revue 
Mr, & Mee, JESSE CRAWPORD 
BROOKLY N 


’ HELEN KANE 7 Porson? 
— a (or il 









With Her Director 


MERVYN LEROY 
Appear at 1:20~-3:40—7 ;30~10:00 


‘SHOW GIRL 
HOLLY WOOD~z 


The nee Vamp of Hollywood 
hing romance behind 
the scenes at at the studio— 


*¢omEny ¥ YELL, 
“THE RUBE” , 


6 to 7 P. M,, for 
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Reproductions of Theatre Ads 
in Various Cities, as Indicated 
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U-E-8-D-A-Y 
‘THS POPULAR “SWEDE” 
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Jonwny™ oct. © Wittou 3 a* Funan 
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ae 


WiwWw MAVEN 








MING 
MAUR 


TLAND, MAINE .-— 
ba scons CHAR NOW| 


THAN EVER 


Ice 


CHEVALI 
Thée Big Pond 


CLLUDETTE COLBERT 











. 
Paramoum 


Picture 


IER 


Beautifal 





«LADIES O 








America's foremost 
lizhe come. au ty 
Gstizheead in ths 
uproarious farce 
comedy of Luts f 


A Warner Bros. a 
-Vitaphone — 
duction 


Teday 2:20-4:"0-7:20.9::0 
30¢ 1 to 2-49. 2 to 6 


6 Oc Nights 
——SECOND FEATURE—— 


First National > Vitaphone 
rese, 


BILLIE DOVE ; 
“A Notorious Alf 



























AUDITORIUM. %c, #2. suse a a30 


TWiee pair 
SATURDAYS 9" SE onow 


“MIGHTIEST 


for the A Epic Picture 
1 
the ene: t Should 











1080: waTineEs, 30. 


DONT DELAy— 
tee 






ve hag? Fae, a + 
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City Beautiful movement Saturday 


forenoon. Princess is now owner 

of enough old tin cans to start 

a factory. ; ‘ 
The theatre, co-operating with 


the movement, sponsored by “The 
Journal” and the Garden Club, had 
offered free admission to any child 
bringing 10 tin cans to the special 
show, held at 10:30 a. m. 





St. Paul, Minn. 

Ole Olsen got 15 votes for mayor 
of St. Paul on the legit as result 
of ballyhoo he and partner, Chic 
Johnson, put on with torchlight 
parade and soapbox talks. Pair fol- 
lowed up campaign stunt by hauling 
big key to home of Mayor-elect 
Bundlie’s home and presenting it to 
him at midnight election day, to the 
tune of exploding flashlight powder. 


Dallas. 

On “Paramount on Parade,” local 
Palace got good results off of 
“Little Mitzi’ mats, giving ama- 
teurs chance to imitate popular film 
stars. Prizes $10, $5 $2.50 and plenty 
of free space in the dailies. 

One of most inexpensive stunts 
put over by an Elm street house in 
years. 


Dallas. 

Fair Park Amusement Co., open- 
ing summer rides and midway, 
pulled a neat exploitation stunt that 
had the whole town interested. Of- 
fered $100 to anyone for detection 
of “mysterious” man, Philo Vance 
type, who was spotted on fair 
grounds each day for week. Trick 
80 arranged that impossible for 
anyone to catch the prey before 
week over. ; 

Tie-up with Dallas “Dispatch.” It 
ran photo of man on front page 
each day, beginning with view of 
his back and each day showing 
more of him. Stunt packed the mid- 
way each night, all hot for the $100, 
which was all stunt cost, minus 
services of the Vancer. Paper got 
theirs by forcing would-be detec- 
tives to possess a copy of “Dis- 
Patch” on the hunt. 

Coincidence was that Melba (Pub- 
lix), showing “Benson Murder 
Case,” got full benefit of the stunt 
6ame week through , the press and 
Psychological situation without a 
penny’s cost. 


New York City. 

For the run of “Strictly Modern” 
at the Strand beauty shop attend- 
ant in lobby of theatre. Introduction 
ot the vogue of tinted finger nails, 
supposedly popular in Paris. Beauty 
attendant will apply to the finger 
nails of all women who are “strictly 
modern” tinting of blue, black, red, 
Pink or any other color to match a 
Part of the apparel. 

Demonstrations are given in the 
lobby gratis, with the purchase of 
tickets to the theatre not necessary 
to receive the nail tinting. 

: Tampa, Fla. 

For the two-day run of “Free and 
Easy” at the Publix-Strand, Man- 
ager H. T. Newman tied up with 
the Buick agency for a one-day in 
advance plug on the picture and 
two days’ plug concurrent with it. 

Buick agency furnished four new 
models for the three days. Cars 
carried runners on the sides read- 
ing, “Buick for Free and Easy Driv- 
ing; Buster Keaton now Showing in 


‘Free and Easy’ at the Strand the- 
atre.” 


Hope, Ark. 

Matt Press, manager of the Pub- 
lix-Saenger, got in soft with the 
kids in this town when he formed a 
Kiddies Klub, backed by the Pa- 
rent Teachers Association. Every 
Saturday morning Press holds a 
Special kiddies matinee, charging the 


back reading “I’m disgusted—The 
Girl Said No at the Gorman Thea- 
tre.” 

This chap mingled where 
crowd was thickest. 


the 


Waco, Tex. 

One week in advance of the show- 
ing of “Hit the Deck” at the Publix- 
Waco, J. P. Harrison, manager, built 
a battleship out of beaver board for 
a lobby display. Entire center of 
the lobby was covered with the ship, 
with ropes leading to each side of 
the wall and made into a hanging 
ladder. 

Portholes were cut in the ship 
and pictures of Jack Oakie put in 
them. Two big guns poking out of 
the center added a realistic touch. 

During the run of the picture 
Harrison removed the photos of 
Oakie from the portholes and turned 
them into box offices, selling tickets 
from each porthole. 


Seattle. 

Paramount theatre broke for some 
big spreads in free newspaper space 
preliminary to showing of “Para- 
mount on Parade” last week. A. J. 
Kennedy, press agent, put over his 
pet hobby on the Seattle “Star,” 
tieing up with the newspaper's in- 
surance-subscription plan and got 
two ads, 60 inches at a nominal cost 
of $3 or $4. The gag was to get gen- 
uine wires from Clara Bow and Jack 
Oakie, taking up the insurance along 
witht a sub to the paper. Telegrams, 
genuine, reproduced in ad. Papers 
looking for something different to 
stir up interest in this method of 
getting more subscribers, fall for it. 
Kenndy originated the idea and has 
used it in a couple of other cities 
previously. Newspaper reaction also 
good. 

Plugging for “Paramount on Pa- 
rade,’ Kennedy landed a full page 
in the Post Intelligencer, local 
local Hearst paper, at no cost to 
theatre except $30 in prize money. 
Local dye works paid the freight, 
some $600 for the page. This was 
based on solving puzzle requiring 
setting together pictures. Returns 
oke. Dye works pleased, and so was 
the theatre. 

Cleveland. 

M. A. Malaney, of Loew's, made 
tie-up with General Electric for re- 
frigerator display and ads with spe- 
cial newspaper stuff and windows of 
40 stores on “The Divorcee” (Metro). 
G. E. frigidaire used !n film. 

Waterloo, Ia. 

“Benson Murder Case” at Para- 
mount inspired Manager Irving 
Cohen to use a mystery car. Idea 
was all windows and glass covered 
with inside cheese cloth in black, 
carrying name of film and theatre. 
Scrim effect, opaque from outside 
and transparent from in. 

New York City. 

Larry Lipton, director of adyertis- 
ing and publicity for Fox Metropoli- 
tan Theatres, has made a circuit- 
wide tie-up with Lane Cedar Chests 
for filming of “Honey” (Par). P. L. 
Politzer company behind chests. 
Company is supplying all theatres 
with life-size enlargements of Nancy 


indorsement of chest by the star. 

Plan takes in neighborhood dealer 
with credit line sliced in and a 
chest also on display. Numbered 
tickets will be distributed a week in 
| advance of the picture and cedar 
| chests awarded on opening day of 
film. 





El Paso, Tex. 
Carlos Fries, manager of the Pub- 
lix-Ellenay, tied up with the Postal 
Telegraph office on its new type- 


| telegraph machine to exploit “Sons | 


of the Gods Type-telegraph ma 








Carroll for Icbby display, carrying | 


| furthered tie-up. 


locally played up answer and stunts 
on the run. Reporters in attendance. 
One right guess. 


New York City. 

The old reliable of getting the 
public into believing they help 
make the picture is being re-dusted 
by Mike Simmonds, now of Sono- 
Art, with “Film Fun” and 10 other 
Similar fan mags. 

For a modest cash prize, denomi- 
nation not revealed, Mike is getting 
his in several issues, plus four radio 
broadcasts—all of which is free for 


| Mike’s employers. 





Dallas, Tex. 

Harry K. McWilliams, for the 
Palace, arranged a tie-up with Mc- 
Kesson-Crowdus Drug Co. for a 
drug show in the lobby of the Pal- 
ace for one week during the show- 
ing of “Ladies Love Brutes.” Mc- 
Kesson, in return for the lobby 
space, purchased an eight-page sec- 
tion in the Dallas “Journal” before 
the opening of the drug show, giving 
space to the drug show and the the- 
atre program as well. In addition 
to the newspaper space, McKesson 
paid for the printing and distribu- 
tion of 35,000 heralds, with window 
streamers and counter cards for 
their 87 stores in this city. 





Milwaukee. 

Local R-K-O publicity depart- 
ment cooked up a co-operative stunt 
with Sears, Roebuck & Company, 
the Mailahn-Walters-Buetow store, 
and the Riverside and Palace-Or- 
pheum theatres which worked out 
as follows: At 10 a. m. R-K-O film 
director and cameraman were sta- 
tioned in the Forest Home avenue 
store of Sears, Roebuck & Company 
to take free moving pictures of every 
youngster not over 7 brought there 
by a parent. There was another op- 
portunity at 2 p. m. at another store, 
and a third chance at 4 p. m. at the 
Mailahn-Walters-Buetow establish- 
ment. 

The best shots of tots showing at 
the Riverside and Palace-Orpheum 
week May 9. “Wisconsin-News” 
gave the stunt publicity. 


Milwaukee. 

With El Brendel as the star of 
“Her Golden Calf,” the Fox public- 
ity forces, under the direction of J. 
D. Keefe, brought up a character 
actor from Chicago, dressed him up 
as an exact double for El and had 
him parade the streets three days 
before the opening. His dialect was 
very much Brendel, and his line 
when stopping people on the street 
was to the effect that he had heard 
his brother El was to be in town 
the next week and he was trying to 
locate him. He was particularly 
noticeable in front of store windows 
where his makeup drew plenty of 
attention. Brendel was heavily fea- 
tured for the week and business was 
big-for the picture, reported not do- 
ing so well in many other places. 


Madison, Wis. 

Merchants ate up tie-up with 
Parkway on “Spring Is Here.” Crim- 
son linoleum prints announcing just 
that, turned out by Manager Eddie 
Kelzenberg’s own little pen-knife, 
were planted in every store window 
and double-spreads in newspapers 
House happy with 
title broadcast; merchants figured 
good come-on for spring apparel biz 





Toledo. 

Kids with dogs invited to Para- 
mount (Publix) by Manager Sidney 
Dannenberg, in connection with 
Publix stage revue, “Puttin’ on the 
Dog,” with Sammy Cohen. One of 
the few times stage show has been 
exploited more than picture; al- 
though latter, Chevalier in “The Big 
Pond didn't need plugging. Tie- 





be outdoors and inside in Curtice, 


New York City. 

Fred W. Schaeffer, formerly man- 
aging R-K-O houses in Canada, 
succeeded A. Gordon Reid at Hip- 
podrome, 

Edward Masters has replaced J. 
Knox Strachan as manager of Presi- 
dent, St. Paul, Strachan going to 
Spokane to succeed L. J. Carkey. 

At Orpheum, Minneapolis, Emil 
Franke,has succeeded A. L. Haynie. 


Humeston, Ia. 
By special election put on at ex- 
pense of G. L. Wellemyer, town’s 
only picture manager, this town 
will get Sunday films. Wellemyer 
will install sound equipment as 
promised before election. 
Ottumwa, Ta. 
Jake Cohen is reopening the Jewel 
here as the lowa May 17. 


Churdan, Ia. 
BE. V. Bartle has bought the Isis 
from Joe Edwards. 


Reading, Pa. 
Ground was broken at Norristown, 
Pa., for the new theatre to be erect- 
ed on West Main street, near 
Cherry, hy Norris Amusement Com- 
pany. First spadeful turned by A. 
Sablosky, who with his brother, L. 

Sablosky, will erect the building. 





Reading, Pa. 

In an opinion given Mayor J. 
Henry Stump and City Council by 
City Solicitor John G. Rothermel, 
the latter holds that so long as no 
tickets are sold at theatres cpen on 
Sunday afternoons or evenings, the 
so-called benefit shows here cannot 
be interfered with and are not 
illegal 





Champaign, TL 


R-K-O will take over the 2,800- 
seat Virginia here May 25. House 
wired. Goes into three sound 


changes weekly, with three vaude 
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open Paramount 
with evening performance, May 1 
Utica, New York. 

Warners have acquired the Cou 
lonial, recently vaudefilm R-K-Oe 
booked house and the Uptown, pice 
ture house. 

Transfer includes purchase of the 
Colonial theatre building and 2le 
year lease on Uptown. Deal also 
involves the Richmond theatre at 
Herkimer, N. Y., lease of which 
goes to Warners. 

Robbins is understood to be come 
sidering a connection with the 
Warners. 

Warners control the Stanley hera 

A new corporation headed by 
B. Carrigan and known as the 
Olympic Amusement Corp. hag 
taken over the Olympic on Lafaye 
ette street. Policy of pictures only, 
House not wired. 

Theatre formerly operated by a 
company headed by Chris Marx, 
who is recovering slowly from a 
badly fractured skull, suffered when 
he was attacked by a bandit and 
robbed at his garage in the reag 
of his home several weeks ago. 

* McComb, Miss. 

Theatre, seating 1,500, will be 
erected here with roof garden, 


Paxton, IIL 

With Majestic, only picture house 
in town, closed for several weeks, 
and no buyers willing to take over 
the theatre unless guaranteed 
privilege of operating Sunday, 
voters in Paxton had an easy time 
voting to rescind the anti-Sunday 
show ordinance at a special elece 
tion last week. First time question 
ever voted on here at a referendum 
and the old ordinance was scuttled, 
710 to 593, after a strenuous came 
paign. 





Humeston, Ia. 
By a vote of 248 to 101 at a spee 
cial election last week the city 
manager, G. L. Wellemyer, was au. 
thorized to issue permits for Sune 
day shows. 





up with “News-Bee” (Scripps-How- 
ard). 

All kids had to do was be at 
theatre at 1 p. m. Saturday, bringing 
dogs. Passes for all. That only 
overhead. Appearance of hundreds 
of youngsters with mutts a news 
picture chance that few city edi- 
tors would pass up, 





Pittsfield, Mass. 

With “Vagabond King” playing at 
the Publix-Capitol, C. Frederick, 
manager, ascertained who was the 
most popular girl employed in this 
town’s largest department store. He 
arranged with a florist to have a 
uniformed messenger bring her a 
bouquet of roses just before quitting 
time. 

Attached to the bouquet was a 
card, ostensibly in Dennis King’s 
handwriting, reminding that “Only 
a Rose” was one of the popular 
numbers in “Vagabond King,” and 
mentioning the theatre and play 
date. When she received the bouquet, 
all the other employees crowded 
around to see what was up and the 
stunt got around quickly in this 
small town. 


Tacoma, Wash. 
Manager Walter L. Fenney, of the 
R-K-O Pantages, pulled a couple of 
publicity stunts with kicks in them. 
Fenney, wanting to startle the 
town on the morning that he 
changed the policy of his house 
from a full 
days of vaud and then 





week of vaud to three | 


and planted his own standards, 
topped with placards on the policy 
change. 


About 300 of them were stuck out, 
every business place in the downe- 
town having one or more, according 
to their frontage. But the holes had 
been drilled by local American 
Legion posts and cost the mer- 
chants and property owners $7.50 
per hole. The newspapers laid off 
comment until something happened, 
This was sooner than the manager 
of the theatre expected, for but 
a few hours elapsed until police 
wagons gathered up the sticks and 
Fenney was served with a warrant 
for violating a city ordinance. The 
fine was $25 for the whole, but the 
police said it could just as easily 
have been $25 for each hole. 


Another R-K-O affair which 
caused excitement proved a geod 
one, albeit a lawsuit was averted 
only by diplomacy. Feeney hooked 
up with the Tacoma News “Trib«- 
une,” afternoon paper, for a chame 
pionship low-sawing contest. 


London, Can. 
As an inducement to attend Pale 
ace theatre, “silver’ nights have 
been started, each lady patron ree 
ceiving some silver article. 
Going over big, and waiting lines 
are in evidence Monday nights. 


_—— —.- 





Birmingham, Ala. 


An antique automobile used for 


a picture; ballyhooing “Puttin’ on the Ritz” at 


show (new) for the other half. the Strand It paraded with two 
He usurped flagstaff poles, drilled! fellows in full dress riding it A 
jin the sidewalks on the main streets! local garage loaned the car. 
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Al Woods Believes His Movie-of-U’ 
Novelty Holds Lobby Strength 


| 
Woods, the legit producer, | 





Al H. a store feature. It 


eard for 


sion anywhere or 
would be a drawing 


to whom everyone is “Sweetheart,” 

; ' aw os ee SE ee a | department store. 
says he has a sweetheart in a new iacihe tn taker hte Geil 
novelty for any theatre lobby sell- | away from the legit since he left the 
ing. It’s “Movie-Of-U.”’ a com-|lot years ago with his pal, Sam H 
plete motion picture device whereby '! Harris, when they were chiseling 
the person seated before it for six | around with carnivals. Al now has 
sécond may be photographed in| the device in his office in the Eltinge 
action. theatre building on West 42d street, 

The reproduction con it in a}/ surprising his friends by taking 
case, ea y to carry in any pocket.! moving pictures of them, and again | 
Holding the case in the hand, the! surprising them by refusing their 
motions of the subject before the| offers to buy in. 


No Retaii Price Set 
Al says that while he thinks the 


giving a 


reproduced, 
a moving picture. In} 


camera are 
simulation of 


the six seconds three or four more | retail price of each moving photo 
positions are taken. will be 25c, he has no desire to set 
Within five minutes the complete|a standard retail price, but makes 


his 5c royalty and $1,000 advance 
for the machine a strict regulation 


operation is over, with the pictures 
developed in the drying room inside 


a specially built cabinet. While the | of every deal. 
finishing is going on, others may All booths must be purchased of 
reo before the camera every six sec- | Woods. If a concessionaire buys 
onds, with the only loss of time|the rights to one town in entirety | 
the change of sitters. instead of for a zone in that town, 
Woods has the world’s rights to and wanted eight machines to cover 
this unusual concession, entirely the purchased city, those eight 
away from anything heretofore in| would have to be purchased of Al 
the novelty line of still or moving | at $1,000 each, with each machine 
photography. Stanley J. Pask, an/| paying its 5c royalty per picture. 
American, is the inventor. Woods’! Larger key cities capable of holding 
terms so far settled for territorial | many booths in sections, suburbs | 


or neighborhoods will be zoned ac- 
cording to population, 

From accounts, Al Woods 
make no money out of the 


rights are $1,000 down for each 
booth delivered, with the booth in- 
cluded for that amount, and the en- 
tire photographic process curtained 


will 
booths. 


within. The process is rented on/} His entire income profit is from the 
royalty, Woods requiring 5c for| royalty. The booths are being made 
each subject taken. An automatic | by Dodd Ackerman, the scenic de- 


recorder is attached to the machine. signer. 


Drawing Card 


a ae rf : be more so in a lobby or outdoors. 
While indicating lobby popularity | Besides the booth, Woods provides 
for waiting lines or patrons as they the camera equipment in full. 
pass in and out of the theatre, _— After having had the machine for 
ticularly young couples, the “Movie- @ year or so, making trying tests, 
Of-U” is also an outdoor conces- Woods is about ready to market it. 
He is starting to advertise the nov- 
elty this week in the trade papers. 
Woods has not abandoned his 
legit producing, although about all 
through for this season. 





Blames Mencken 


(Continued from page 3) 


ture critics than any other editor 
in the world. 
According to Miss Parsons, her 


publisher says that critics are, as 
a rule, too critical. They write to 
please themselves, whereas their 
first duty is to write for audiences 
in order to give the potential buyer 
an idea of the play. 

“Critics go to the theatre to be 
displeased,” epigrammed Mr. Hearst. 
“Audiences go to be pleased.” 
“Fans do not want harsh criti- 
cisms; they like the critic to take 
the same friendly attitude that the 
fans themselves take,” said the tele- 
gram, 

Mr. Hearst also pointed out that 
it takes real intelligence to tell 
where and how anything can be 
improved, and concluded with the 
remark that the critic who writes 
to please himself and his fellow 
critics generally only has them for 
his readers. 

Miss Parsons summed up a critic’s 
duties as to looking with the eyes 
of the public and forgetting per- 
sonal prejudices. To use simple 
language, to be accurate and to de- 
scribe a film interestingly and in 
such a way that the peader can 
decide if it is worth seeing. Her 
idea is that the breezy style is the 
most successful. 

Following the usual questions, 
Miss Parsons explained that in her 
department of the L. A. “Examiner” 
five reviewers covered films and 
turned in reviews. If there was 
anything bad in them it was talked 
over. Asked for her technique of 


West Coast 
Theatres 
Unit 


Best of 
the Stage 











Talking Trailer 


N 
UNIVERSAL’S 
STUPENDOUS MASTERPIECE 
“ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT” 


Is A KNOCKOUT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


National Screen Service 


New York—126 W. 46th St. 
Chicago—810 S. Wabash 
Los Angeles—1922 S. Vermont 





that she never takes notes, but she 
thinks that critics should, 


Enright’s Straight Policy 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 
Enright, Warners’ de luxe house 
in East Liberty, goes straight pic- 
tures this week after year and a 
half of presentations, 
Arrangement said to be only for 
summer but may be permanent. 














FAMOUS 


MEGLIN 
KIDDIES 


NEW HOME 


2203 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 














BERNARDO DE PACE 


A Riot with “TOP 0’ THE WORLD” Unit 
NOW AT PENN THEATRE, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 

















Hollywood, May 13. 
Chap invites friends to his 
first preview at Carthay Circle. 
Has assembled 10 reels of his 
tests. 


| 10 Reels of Tests 


—— 


Keeping Small Burg People Home 
Now Tried by Indies of Texas 











! 


} 





“- SCRAPING OF| 
‘OLD DEVICES BY 


PHOTOPHONE 


_ - | Current reports 
First Made Talker Equip- | p-ix-0 rat dh 


ment Now Out of Date, 
Ross Believes 


RCA’s talker equipment subsidi- 
ary, Photophone, is taking it on the 
chin for $300,000 worth of apparatus, 
ftather than market 300 devices 
which a year ago were slated to 
bring $10,000 apiece, Radio is using 
the ‘sledge hammer to salvage only 
the brass. The significance is that 
Photophone would rather charge it 
up to loss than attempt to sell 
equipment that has been rendered 
obsolete by the many improvements 
in the interim. ~ 





| subsidiary 
| bringing it to the point where it is 


| late, 
| understanding on mutual playing of 


The scrapping of old Photophones, 


| ordered during the experimentative | 
|} regime of E. E. 
| place in Radio’s storage plant in the 
| Bush 


They are artistically at- | Ross, who, in the few months since 
tractive in Woods’ office and woul | succeeding Bucher has put the RCA 


Bucher, is taking 


Terminal building. Charles 


in the black, is rapidly 
being recognized as a serious com- 
petitor for Western Electric. 


Merger Complications 


(Continued from page 3) 
Fox. These two companies, through 
frequent meetings of their execs of 
seemed to so easily reach an 


each other’s product, it suggested 
more than that may have been in 
the background, if not openly talked 
over. 

Finally manouvered Wall Street 
is laying for the shunting of ERPI 
into General Electric. Source in a 
position to know gives it that ERPI 
always really owned by Western 
Electric which will give it to G. E. 
The two being related were merely 
awaiting the opportune time when 
the shaking off the subsid’s connec- 
tions could be properly accomplish- 
ed. When it will be done ERPI may 
go like Radio Corp. to G.E. in what 
will look like a bargain sale. 

Under this heading RCA Photo- 
phone will get a letdown, says the 
same info. With th® heaving to 
and from the two lines will simmer 
to Par and Warner on the one hand 
linked with the Germans while 
Fox-Loew-Radio and ERPI will be 
on the other. 

“Fair Stuff” 

Always Wall Street’s axiom: 
Everything fair in biz! And in this 
film wrangle it’s getting all of the 
“fair” stuff from every side. 

Which is anything foretells every- 
thing that there’s plenty of inner 
struggling going around. All work- 
ing up a steam roller and aiming 
to drive. 

Two men in two camps are watch- 
ing Raskob and dy Pont. Presently 
allied with Warner and therefore 
close ty Paramount on the combo 
angle general conception is that 
Raskob may swing to G. E. in the 
final showdown. 

The Terms 





Still it’s inside dope that Raskob 


observation, Miss Parsons admitted! was deliberately permitted to buy | on 


into Warner Bros. with a view to 
|getting in with Par. Banking 
{source stated that there will be no 
|hitch to Par-War combo when the 
itime is ripe because all that du Pont 
| and Raskob will worry about are 
the terms. If Par’s terms are okay 
the deal is set. 

A big block so far has been op- 


eration and authority—after the 
merger. The Warner side feels it 
should operate the huge combine; 


Par can’t see that from 
Until the question 
the Par-Warner 
cold. 

It is definite, however, 
ernment doesn't approve of any of 
| the mergers. But it may be will- 
ing to throw a wink or two. 

But the manner in which the 
banking officials look ahead is en- 


any angle. 
is determined, 
deal will remain 





| 


the gov-,| 





Lafayette Dark, Buffalo 


‘Buffalo, May 13. 
| With the appointment of a re- 
| ceiv er for the rents and profit of the 
|;Monument Theatre Corporation last 
ijiweek, the Lafayette theatre went 
idark Thursday night, with no plans. 
Receivership is a part of a fore- 
proceeding brought by the 
| Marine Trust Company on its first 
jand second mortgages amounting to 
| $1,200,000. 


closure 


Publix and 
acquiring the 
theatre but it is doubtful whether 
anything will be done until fore- 
closure sale. The house has been in 
the red for some time past with bills 
| accumulating. 
| The closing of the Lafayette 
;}marks the passing of the last of 
ithe downtown independent first run 
jhouses, Fox and Publix now con- 
trolling the local field. 


have 








B’way Dated Talkers 


“Ladies Love Brutes” (Bancroft) 
is the next into the Rivoli and an- 
other Par-Publix talker, “The Big 
|Pond” (Chevalier) follows ‘“Para- 
|}mount on Parade” into the Rialto. 








| Opening dates on either have not 
| yet been set. 

UA gets the break on the Rivoli 
following “Ladies Love Brutes” with 
“One Romantic Night” (Lillian 
Gish) but will have to wait longer 
for the Rialto before getting “Bad 
One” (Del Rio) into that house. 

Par-Publix is putting “With Byrd 
at the South Pole” into Rialto fol- 
lowing the Chevalier picture. 








ONE-MAN DEBATE 


Louis Nizer Gifted—Takes Both 
Sides 
Louis Nizer, attorney for the 


Film Board of Trade, will broadcast 
for 15 minutes each Saturday after- 
noon over WMCA,. He will conduct 
a one-man debate, first taking the 
affirmative side of the question and 
later the negative. 

Listeners will be asked to write in 
and tell which side of the debate 
was most convincing. 





Phil Brown, exchange manager 
for Castle Films, was rushed to 
St. Luke’s Hospital at 4 a. m. last 
week. Emergency operation for 
burst appendix. 





visioned by the combining of the 
Paramount and Publix outfits. 
Shifting of the theatre company’s 
assets into the picture outfit will 
|make @ holding company for Para- 
|mount. Publix will be operated as 
|an operating subsidiary and not a 
partner. Not much difference but 
|} technical enough to give color. 

Under such a plan a picture com- 
pany can later absorb others, mean- 
jing Warner Bros., and operating as 
| a holding company, go into and 
| deal with any circuit on operating 
| basis. Nothing new but merely 
‘awaiting harvesting time. 

Warners 

Position of Warner Bros. is some- 
thing to think about in this melee. 
Wall Street is supposedly wise but 
also dumb or else. Sometimes it 
even talks double. This may be 
one of the times. 

There’s Fox heading to slam in 
jon the Par-F. P. C. deal in Canada 
jand even and already taking Loew's 
which Paramount and others, 
jespecially Radio, have long had an 
jeye. 

There is also a close source be- 
lieving Warner and Par will never 
mix and that Fox will stay away 
| from Radio. This from a channel 
jthat figured in previous merger 
lnegotiations. A. T. & T., according 
to his views, doesn’t look with 
relish upon G. E. and Radio deal 
and may keep W. E. close to Fox 
land away from such a deal. 








| Meanwhile Zukor and Raskob are 
so big | 


iin Europe. Europe isn't 
|}when a deal is on. Paramount is the 
|single major company entirely in- 
dependent of Wall Street affilia- 
|tions. It has the banking advice of 
|Kuhn, Loeb & through Sir 
William Wiseman of that house. 
| Kuhn, Loeb is represented on 
| Paris board. 


Co. 


Split by Fox and Publix 


} 





Dallas, May 13, 
With increased drawing popula- 


tion and territory which talkers 
give them, Texas indie exhibs are 
using big-town ideas with success. 


ful results in the small bures 


Where once they called a ce: 


iple 
of lobby frames, a few window 
cards, and an ad in the home week. 
ly sufficient billing for a picture, 
now they go for mailing lists into 
rural districts, systematic tie ups 
with clubs, schools, ete., and viher 
tricks of the urban press agent. 
Some places where houses are 


owned by small circuits, regular p, 
a’s are put on the job for promo- 
tion work, usually handling the 
whole wheel. Most of the smaller 
indies, however, now use the heads 
they once scratched figuring how to 
beat the nut. 

Radio plays for the indies’ ad- 
vantage. With plenty of radios in 
the rural places, big picture bally- 
hoos coming over national networks 
through Texas stations give the 
boys and girls in the sticks pretty 
good idea what they want in film 
entertainment. Most of them keep 
up with talkers like their city breth- 
ren. 

The days of carnivals and tent 
show “meller-drama” are gone, “4s 
far as Texas is concerned. Small 
town exhibs realize it’s a much 
Wiser public they’re courting, one 
that’s got to be handled with as 
much diplomacy as used by metro- 
politan houses. 

Probably no more obvious is this 
fact than rapid fade-out of the old 
nickleodeons that used to get their 
running expenses from a Sat lay 
Tom Mix or Buck Jones special for 
the agrarians. Even farmers agree 
a “ten-cent show ain’t much good.” 

Lot of the old timers, accustomed 
to getting all stuff they needed from 
the film exchange, unable to get 
wise to regular showmanship, sell 
out or lease to younger chaps with 
ideas or go broke. 








FANCHON & MARCOS GREATEST "IDEX 


Fanchon & Marco’s 


GREATEST 
“IDEA” 


Now Playing the 
FOX 
BROOKLYN 














“THE DANCING FOOL” 
Featured in F. & M. 
“CITY SERVICE” IDEA 


JOE LaROSE 
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~ CHARLES ome ry 
FARRELL ohare GAYNOR 





— ct Re he 
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JANET thea taall 


N. Y. Daily News: - 47 A991 


Chicago Daily Tribune: 


JANET GAYNOR - 


. 8,202 





Nearest competitor ° ° 27,497 Nearest competitor . . 5,420 
N. Y. Daily News: Chicago Daily Tribune: 

CHARLES FARRELL - 43,314 CHARLES FARRELL - - 5,959 
Nearest competitor . e 32,533 Nearest competitor . «<« » 4,025 


The overwhelming popularity of the eminent Fox stars—Janet Gaynor and 
Charles Farrell, has been strikingly demonstrated by the Movie Star Popularity 
Contest conducted by the New York Daily News and the Chicago Tribune. 

Gaynor and Farrell won. Movie fans—the people from whom you derive 
your profitt—by their votes attested in unmistakable terms to the box-office 
pre-eminence of the rwo. 


“High Society Blues” and “Sunny Side Up” have established Gaynor and Farrell 





as America’s most popular box-office attraction. 
They'll be together again in “Oh, For a Man!” Like the others it will be the best 
oan attraction that it is possible to show. 
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“MOVIE STAR POPULARITY CONTEST 


conducted by the 


DAILY_g§ NEWS 
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The public says so— 
overwhelmingly 
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PROFITS? 


115,000,000 admissions weekly in 1930 
.- - 0,000,000 more than in 1927 


B out of 10 go to 3900 Western 
Electric equipped theatres. 


Bout of 10 pictures are produced by 
the 11 leaders*. 


Western Electric system exclusively. 


all recorded by the 


Western Eleetrie introduced 
-sound into motion pictures— set the 
standard for quality and performance— 
and made possible $500,000,000 in- 
creased theatre gross after three years of 


sound. 


® WARNER BROTHERS FIRST NATIONAL 
FOX COLUMBIA PICTURES 
PARAMOUNT — PUBLIX METROPOLITAN STUDIOS 
METRO-GOLDWYN HAL ROACH COMEDIES 

UNITED ARTISTS SONO-ART 

UNIVERSAL 


1929 
95,000,000 


admissions 
per week 


3267 theatres 
in U.S. 
Western Electric 
Tepebtey ele! 
Dec. 31, 1929 


— 1928 
65,000,000 


admissions 
per week 


1927 
SVAUUUROUE 


admissions 


per week 
—_— equipped 


1046 theatres 
in U.S. 
Western Electric 


157 theatres 
in U.S 


Dec. 31, 1928 


Western Electric 


equipped 


Dec. 31,1927 














1930 





115,000,000 


admissions 
per week 
3900 theatres 
in U.S. 
Western Electric 
equipped 
May 1, 1930 





——__., 


*y 


Kvery — 
Theatre 


can get its share of. 





profits by equipping 
with Western Electric 


The new Western Electric equipment at 
$2950 net— 


Average weekly rental of $42.28 includ- 
ing service— 

No down payment— 

The same Western Electric quality that 


is performing today in 3900 American 
theatres— 


Quality resulting from more than fifty 
years’ experience in manufacturing, continu: 
ing to set the standard— 





Service by the ERPI organization that 
now assures 115,000 performances weekly 
with negligible program interruptions. | 


| 


You can afford Western Electric. 
You can’t afford to be without it! 


Write for details of the new equipment and for 
a survey of your theatre’s requirements. 








Northern Electric in Canada 


Electrical Research Products Ine. 
250 West 57th St., New York, N. Y. 
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DIVORCEE 


(Continued from page 19) 
close. She has captured much of 
¢he spirit of the Parrott heroine, 
put obviously has been restricting 
jn her interpretation of the part, 
paving to follow a continuity that 
js palpably designed to avoid 
trouble with Hays and the censors. 

Opposite Miss Shearer is Chester 
Morris, who is actually cast as a 
newspaper man. You only know 
that because he says so once and 
¢hen you don’t feel he is much of a 
natural for an Underwood pianist. 
Audiences figuring out things for 
the finish will probably be fooled to 
find that Conrad Nagel, the other 
man, doesn’t successfully step in 
for the final fade, but that’s the 
way it’s been done here, the novel 
notwithstanding. 

Picture skips over all the zippy 
material that made “Ex-Wife” 
what it was. It gives a lot to the 
romance leading up to principal's 
marriage, where in novel the break- 
up was the starter of the story. 
Everything that happened between 
the walkout of the husband when 
he learned friend wife had cheated 
and the divorce decree is missing 
so that the “Divorcee” heroine 
could be free to sow more wild oats. 
The one and only scene touch- 
ing on infidelity and subsequent | 
“makes” has been skimmed over 
very delicately by Robert Z. Leon- 
ard, whose direction on the whole 
is an outstanding asset. He has 
sprinkled the picture in appro- 
priate spots with comedy relief, 
some of the laughs being pips. 

Because of its careful treatment 
and the wide detours taken in 
adaptation, it is unlikely censor 
troubles will be encountered any- 
where. 

Besides good performances by 
Miss Shearer, Morris and Nagel, un- 
usually fine work is contributed by 
Robert Montgomery, the husband’s 
friend, who helps himself to the wife 
as he would to an extended cock- 
tail. Other parts more or less minor 
but well played. 

Photography and recording good. 

Char. 





Still Going Strong 
4th Consecutive Year 


Benny MEROFF 


























GEORGE 


PRIZE 


And His Famous ‘PUNCH and JUDY’ 
Featured in F. & M. ‘Gyp, Gyp, 








Gypsy’ Idea 
AINSLEY 
DANCERS 
Now at Publix-Balabaz & Kats 
Theatres 











ORIENTAL—GRANADA—MARBRO 


Sous Les Toits de Paris 


(“Under Parisian Roofs’) 


(GERMAN-MADE) 
(20% Dialog) 
Paris, April 29. 
Tobia production and release. French 
talker, made in Germany. Directed by 
Rene Clair, French. Running time, 80 


minutes; at Moulin Rouge, Paris, April 28. 
Cast: Albert Prejean, Pola Illery, Gaston 
Modot. 


A very poor picture, slowly drag- 
ging along and without sustained 


interest. No sympathetic character. 
An Apache tale, where all are 
equally despicable. Theme song, 


same title as film, the worst ever. 
Well acted by all in cast. 

Story is that of a street singer 
who gets soft on a girl whose only 
tabulation is that she is a Ru- 


manian. One bad hombre tries to 
get the gal but fails and lands in} J, p. 
jail. All would end well if the fickle | 


girl had not made the acquaintance 
of one of the singer’s pals, who kid- 
naps her. 

Sound is OK but though the pic- 
ture is a talker it is by no means 
talkative. In fact, mostly silent, 
conversation often suggested but 
not audible, as when dialog is be- 
ing carried on behind a glass door, 
showing soundless lip movement. 

A shot of a street mob is excep- 
tionally good. One Apache fight 
sequence, in a dark alley, is well 
made. Only other big scene is that 
taking place in the singer's bed- 
room, where he has brought the 
shelterless heroine, Light is turned 
out just in time to save her face, 
but contrary to the rest of the film 
where things are seen but not heard, 
she carries on in the dark. Some 
American censors might object. 

Photography is poor, not through 
lack of neatness but because the 
lighting at al? times makes one 
conscious that film has been shot 


under strong studio lights, giving 
everything an unnatural appear- 
ance, 

Underworld locale throughout, 


without any redeeming’ sequence. 


Depressing and unfavorably re- 
ceived at its premiere. 
Suggested alternative title is 


“Unglorifying the Rumanian Girl.” 
Libby. 


and in blonde. Like La Bow, she 
never got beyond the second reel 
without undressing. A really smart 
scenario was one that irised in on 
the heroine in the act of donning her 
sheer hose. 

After the first three or four dozen 
features, at the rate of one every 
six weeks, there’s apt to be a re- 
vusion to any star persistently iden- 
tified with the same sort of thing. 
Understood the last couple of White 
pictures have been picking up static 
at the box office. 

There are spots where Miss White 
merely walks through. That may 





reflect production haste. Needless} 
to say, a type actress like Alice re- | 
quires more, not less, than the usual | 
directorial attention. 

Actually it’s a pretty wishy-washy 


McEvoy, the original author. 
Much is touched upon, little is cov- 
ered. A tragic note represented by 


out conviction. Her attempied 


handled. 


down to a minimum, although that 
is perhaps the chief reason why 
fans will care for the picture. Per- 
formances are hardly conspicuous. 
Miss Sweet does about the best. 
Ford Sterling sneaks in a few gig- 
gles, and John Miljan makes reason- 
able a passe director. Land 


DEVIL’S HOLIDAY 


(All Dialog) 


Paramount production and release. Star- 
ring Nancy Carroll, Written and directed 
by Edmund Goulding. Cameraman, 
Fishbeck. 


May 9. Running time, 80 minutes. 


Hallie Hobart.......-eeee0-- Nancy Carroll 
David Stome..cscsrsecsecces Phillips Holmes 
Mark Stome...c.ccccccscses James Kirkwood 
Ezra Stone......-. Preyer ry T Hobart Bosworth 
Charlie Thorne........++. eee... Ned Sparks 
Monkey McConnell.......++- Morgan Farley 
BRoeomt Cafr..ccscccscccocccccececs Jed Prouty 
Dr. Reynolds. .....eseceseevcees Paul Lukas 
DU, 340600486044 5066600<0 ..»--ZaSu Pitts 
Freddie, the tenor.........«. Morton Downey 
Hammond. ...cccssccesseccecs .. Guy Oliver 
BS TCE co 0'n 0 00 65056600800804 Jessie Pringle 
House Detective......csecesss Wade Boteler 
Mme. Bernstein.......+.+.« Laura La Vernie 


No need to mute the trumpets of 
praise on this one. Edmund Gould- 





Show Girl in Hollywood 


(All Dialog, with Songs) 
(13% Color) 

First National production and release. 
Based on story by J. P. McEvoy, with 
screen version and dialog by Harvey Thew 
and James A. Starr. Associate producer, 

Lord. Directed by Mervyn Le- 
Photography by Sol Politho. Music 
and songs by Bud Green and Sam H. 
Stept Film editor, Pete Fritch. Orches- 
tra direction by Leo Forbstein. Dances 
directed by Jack Haskell. At Winter Gar- 
den, New York, for pop run starting May 


Robert 
Roy. 





2. Running time, 77 minutes. 
Dixie Dugan...cccccccccccsess Alice White 
Jimmy Doyle...cccccssscseses Jack Mulhall 
Donna Harris...... ..-Blanche Sweet 
Sam Otis...... TYTTITITITT Le Ford Sterling 
Frank Buelow...ceeesses+s++--John Miljan 
Otis’ secretary.....secsoses--- Virginia Sale 
Kramer........+:. coccsccecess- Lee Shumway 
BIMB. ccccsece 96060 cbece éabs0 cea, aan 
Moderately amusing programmer 


with much studio atmosphere. In 
developing stories about itself Hol- 
lywood always “writes down” in an 
effort to spell out everything for the 
w. k. minor intelligence. Which may 
explain why “Show Girl” is only oc- 
casionally funny. 

Not that Hollywood is unwilling 
to kid itself. There have been three 
or four studio pictures in as many 
years, all with at least a suggestion 
of satire discernible under the slap- 
stick. Studio literature runs all the 
way from the one-sided and libelous 
“Jarnegan” of Jim Tully’s to the 
wildly impossible mergers of custard 
pie and romance that on at least 
two occasions have come from the 
Metro lot. Neither type carries 
much conviction as realism. 

“Show Girl’ is strictly routine. It’s 
hallmarked throughout as one that 
was pushed through with the per- 
functory attitude so typical of pro- 
gramers of a “star” series. It will 
help Alice White very little and, to 
some degree it may be reported, she 
helps the picture in about the same 
ratio. 

If the letters published in fan 
mags may be taken as dependable, 
Alice White has been on the horns 
of debate for the past two years. 
There is the pro- White and the anti- 
White fan. As an actress she is 
hardly characterized by delicacy of 
feeling or refinement of manner. 
She’s a type, which means she can’t 
be spread too thickly over a small 
area. 

Originally Alice White was First 
National’s answer to Clara Bow. 





CHICAGO, ILL. 








Somewhat more to the baby face 








JIM 





McDONALD » DEA 


“TWO SERIOUS GENTLEMEN” | 


Featured in F. & M. “BRUNETTE” IDEA 


Thanks to FANCHON and MARCO, CHARLIES HOGAN 
and SCHALLMAN BROTHERS 


THIS WEEK, LOEW’S STATE, LOS ANGELES | 


BARNEY 
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ing has created a strong, well-knit, 
tightly dramatic heart-wringer. Ut- 
terly refreshing, completely human 
and gratifyingly intelligent. 

As the author of his own story, 
Goulding is entitled to have the bou- 
quets banked shoulder-high, for he 
has conceived his characters with an 
artistic verity rare indeed around 
Beverly Hills. It is pictures such as 
this which revive the drooping con- 
fidence in the screen as a mirror of 
things and people as they really are. 

Incidentally “Devil's Holiday” 
comes at a time when the Para- 
mount program conspicuously needs 
such valiant reinforcement. There 
is every reason to predict box-office 
affluence, since it is, beyond all 
quibbling, a thoroughly fine motion 
picture. 

Nancy Carroll is nothing less than 
a revelation. Here is no pretty- 
faced ingenue, but a genuine trouper 
with imagination and power. She is 
entirely persuasive, both as the icy- 
hearted, strictly business, vamping 
chiseler, and later as the thawed- 
out and soul-miserable repentant. In 
the first instance she is just hard 
enough, In the last state not too 
maudlin. “Devil's Holiday” will add 
a bright veneer to Miss Carroll's 
professional standing. 

It is quite probable that Phillips 
Hoimes, son of Taylor Holmes, will 
find this picture has cleared his path 
of bumps. He was entrusted with 
responsibility, and the confidence 
was not misplaced. He made an 
excellent choice for the idealistic 
farmer boy without being sappy in 
his masculine virginity. A very fine 
acting job in toto. 

Many numerous comedy touches, 
notably by Ned Sparks, Jed Prouty 
and ZaSu Pitts. Each scene has 
been handled with an affectionate 
regard for the right emphasis. 
Goulding has reared it step by step 
with infinite patience that repays 
extra time or expense involved. 
Harry Fishbeck’s photography rep- 
resents an especially high standard 
and brings eye-ease to Goulding’s 
compelling panorama, 


Goulding’s “Trespasser” brought 
back Gloria Swanson. In Devil's 
Holiday,” which also goes after 


pathos, he confirms his mastery of 
heart-tug. His is a canny and 
shrewd technique. Land. 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(All Dialog) 
Berlin, May 1. 

“Der Tiger,” Uta picture, recorded on 
Klangfilm. Alfred Zeisler production, Di- 
rected by Johannes Meyer, Charlotte Susa 
and Harry Frank starred. Premiere Kur- 
furstendamm theater. 

The first German criminal ton- 
film, and the search for and even- 
tual capture of “The Tiger,’ master 
murderer. By no means a bad pic- 
ture, it will undoubtedly bring in 
much money through the 100 thea- 





Blanche Sweet is dragged in with- | 
but | 
unsuccessful suicide is incompletely 





| in 
scenario only intermittently bright- | 
| ened by some lines transferred from 


Foot 
In the studio, atmosphere is kept | - stage 


Of the two performances on the 
|} opening night the first was enthu 
| siastically received, while the second 


Harry | 
At Paramount, New York, week} their 


| 


| 


| 


laughs when he, too, easily finds the 
combination of the safe in what | 
later proves to be his own house. | 
At the moment it looks like a bad | 
lapse in the directing or manuscript, 
making a faulty approach to what} 
might quite easily have been a pow- 
erful ending had not the audience 
been improperly diverted. 

Although an extremely 
sive picture, the impression it creates 
is not cheap. Photography of Carl 
Hoffmann, one of Germany's great 
old-time cameramen, gives the film 
a richness of photographic texture 
that many super-productions could 


inexpen- | 


envy. The able direction of Jo- 
hannes Meyer and the restrained 
acting of all concerned give the} 
| story a validity that could easily ) 
less capable hands—never have 
appeared at all. Harry Frank, in} 
the lead, looks at moments like a| 
healthy Valentino; Charlotte Susa 
as the murderer, has a dreamy-eyed | 
come-hither look and very little op- 
portunity to show anything more, 


whether she has it ur 
Tone 


Nv. 

recording not uniformly 
Fault seems rather to lie in 
ness with which the picture 
was made rather than in any inca- 
pacity of the Klangfilm apparatus. 
Some music and one tango espe- 
cially composed by Willi Kollo. The 
audience was held by the picture. 


was time and time interrupted by 
what appeared to be organized cat 
calling. Razzing was not justified 
Some attributed it to musicians who | 
have lost their jobs through the ad- | 

} 

| 


vent of the tonfilm and who have 
recently been making much ado over 
plight. No English version 


+ | Was made, and the picture without 


its dialog would not hold 
as it has been photographed. 
Gibson. 


interest 


WEDDING RINGS 


(All Dialog) 
First National production and release. DI- 


Picture of curiously contradictory 
reactions, but assured as commer- 
cial program material on the 
strength of its prestige as a widely 
circulated novel, “The Dark Swan,” 
by its ultra-modern society atmos- 
phere and by the names that figure 
in the cast. Beautifully acted and 
splendidly staged. 

Elements against it are a prob- 
able luke-warm reception by the 
flaps and the fact that probably for 
the first time H. B. Warner is cast 
in a part that even with his distinc- 
tion makes him a foolish boob with- 
out comedy intent. 

Action is quiet, which is not in 
the picture’s favor for general re- 
lease, defect probably arising from 
fact the story is translated from 
book form. Not that the literary 
work hasn't been neatly done. Prob- 
ably the mixed reactions are in part 
due to the casting. Lois Wilson by 
the sedate character of an old-fash- 
ioned girl for which she is cast im- 
presses one as being a mature wom- 
an, while Warner, in character and 
appearance, comes upon the screen 
as a middle-aged man. These two 
are the sympathetic roles, while the 
heavies are sprightly young people, 
the wife played by Olive Borden and 
the gigolo by Hallam Cooley. 

From this circumstance the story 
of the novel is rather distorted. 
There enters Into it the situation of 
the young wife of the mature hus- 
band, which was not the point of 
the book and doesn’t belong. The 
two middle-aged people are the 
sympathetic characters and _ the 
young and lively pair are the oppo- 
site. In a book where the people 
are not fixed by literal actors this 
did not figure, but it does on the 
screen and it damages the story ap- 
peal. 

Ultra modern theme has the good 
and bad sister in a battle for the 





| 





man played out with a good deal of 
sophistication. Bad sister grabs the 
rich man and gets the wedding 
ring, with the good sister taking up 
the battle from that point and win- 
ning him in the end. Fact that man 
is one sister’s husband, but the other 
sister schemes to take him away is 
the “daring” modern angle and 
could be exploited. 

Play has no dramatic action to 
speak of, one of those society plays 
that gets its force from the suave 
exterior supposed to mask the surge 
of hidden emotion. However, the 


story progresses brisky and has a/| 


number of good episodes, such as a 
hotsy-totsy party thrown by the 


} successful bad sister, great pictorial 


Staging of a society wedding, and 


| some fine interiors of a home of cul- 


tured luxury. Dialog is tersely ef- 
fective and the picture 
its dramatic points forecfully. 


Production has two songs, one a 


tres that the UFA controls in Ger- | jazzy modern number, “That's My 


many. 
ly and cleverly in suspense for most 


of the time; only the way in which 
the satisfactory enough conclusion 
is presented jarred. The audience, 


that the detective is the criminal, 


Audience is kept legitimate- | Business,” 


; - | 
having been led all along to believe | 


|} happy ending, a sad flop because it | 


sung by Miss Borden, | 
and nicely handled, too; and a sen- ! 
timental song delivered by Miss | 


Wilson. Former is likely to get 
some circulation. 
Story falle down in interest on its 


rected by William Beaudine. H. B. War- 
ner and Lois Wilson co-starred. Photog- 
raphy by Ernest Haller. Scenario from 
Ernest Pascal's best seller, “The Dark 
Swan.” At Strand, New York, week May 
9% Running time, 65 minutes. 

Ti BIO n dé 55000006 deves .-H. B. Warner | 
nn GMs ée00es eeeeeeenal Lois Wilson 
Eve Quinn.......e.c+ee.seecee--Olive Borden 
Wilfred Meadows............ Hallam Cooley 
Zen BIOSICtOR. . cccccccoce ..-James Ford 
BERD 006s vaescndéecers Kathleen Williams 
Meee Quis soses cccewcess Aileen Manning 


does make | 


has been visioned in anticipation for 
many minutes and when it merely 
realizes expectations, without sur- 
prise twist, it sags and the triumph- 
ant pair look a little foolish, not the 
intention at all. Also “Wedding 
Rings” isn’t such an intriguing title 


land its application is far from pat 


here 


Physical production is a beauty 


;and the acting is uniformly capital, 


with a special bow to Miss Wilson 
who such roles to perfection. 
All the polished playing in the world 
couldn't make Mr. Warner look the 
part. Rush. 


THE BURNING HEART 


(“DAS BRENNENDE HERZ”) 
(Scored—With Original Song) 


does 


(GERMAN MADE) 

Produced by Lande Re sed > 
Patria Drama di | x . 
ger Featuring M 
tav Froelich Phot t - 
ant Recording credit not filme With 
German and English explaining titles At 
Soth St. Piavyhvuse ‘eek May 10 Rr 
ning time, 80 minutes P 
Dorothee Claudius Mady Christ! * 
Father Claudius Friedrich Kays 
Georg Witti¢... ..++..Gustaye Froe 
Mother Wiittig.. Frieda Richard 
De. Bs nb oak ab eeseedaeue Hanna Waa 
A Ghew Gitl..ccccccceses .-Lena Malena 
R Cemeert AMORE. «-ccccccces Ida Wuest 


Cabaret Manager .-Anton Edthofer 


Ludwe Berger has treated a sen- 
sitive and relatively unimportant 
plot in an extraordinary intelligent 
ily and serious manner to bring o 
what is easily one of the finest pi 
j}tures here from Germany in the 


theatres it 
but for the 


For the art 
spell money 


past year. 
ought to 


other houses the film is affected 

one or two sound spots that could 

have been eliminated and the too 
(Continued on page 43) 
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BERNICE CLAIRE 
Featured in First Nationals ‘« 


“Song of the Flame” 


SCA 
MAX 
PNG@@) es 
MAKE- 
UP 


“The Choice of the Profession” 





A make-up with Max 
Factor’s Preparations is 
applied quicker, smooth- 
er, thinner, and is an im- 
portant aid to correct 
characterization. 


— | Max Factor’s 
ETA PANCHROMATIC and 


{ ) TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP for the screcn 
Max Factor’s 
THEATRICAL 


—_— 
MAKE-UP for the stage 


At All Leading Drug Stores 














OR ee ee 
MAX FACTOR’S MAKE.UP SERVICE DEPT 
Hollywood, California 

Dear Sir Please send me ~ithout obligation 
oo my part, the bulletio | have checked How 
to 











Straight Stage Oharscens Motion Pleture 
Makel p Mek Makelp 

Name 

Street Address 

Oty State 





96% of all make-up ased by the Stars and Motion Pie 
ture Studios in Hollywood te supplied by Max Factee 


(Lee Angeles Chamber of ( commerce ativtice) 
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YOU HEARD THE 
NE ABOUT-—” 


“We've just busted every: record 
in the history of the State, Los An- 
geles. We’re playing a 2nd week out 
there. We’ve socked ’em in Frisco 
and we’re playing a 3rd big week 
in Detroit.” 


“IT’S A PLEASURE” say . 


(MARIE) (POLLY) 


RESSLER —- MORAN 
CAUGHT SHORT | 


«pivencan” with Anita Page. Suggested by Eddie Cantor’s book, | 
HELD OVER 2nd Dialogue by Willard Mack, Chas. F. Riesner, Director 


WEEK CAPITOL, ©. Y. N-M AYER’S RIO - 
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Shearer’s “Divorcee” sets new 
record at State, Boston. In 
Frisco brought back for 2 
weeks after initial first run. 
Broke all records Oklahoma 

City, midnight shows 
added! 
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PROFESSIONAL 
PERFECTION 
for the PERFORMER 


FOR THE ULTIMATE IN PROFESSIONAL ATTENTION 


ROBBINS-M-G-M 


NOT FORGETTING 
THE GREATEST 
OF ALL CATALOGS 


THE MOON IS LOW 


From "Montana Moon™ 


BLUE IS THE NIGHT 
From "Their Own Desire" 


SINGING A SONG TO THE 


STARS 
From "Easy Going” 


CHEER UP, GOOD TIMES ARE 
COMING 


SHOULD | 
From "Lord Byron of Broadway" 


WHEN I'M LOOKING 


AT YOU 
From "The Rogue Song” 


THE WOMAN IN THE SHOE 
From "Lord Byron of Broadway” 


ANCHORS AWEIGH 


INTO MY HEART 
From "In Gay Madrid” 


IT MUST BE YOU 
From "Free and Easy” 











offers 


GEORGE 
PIANTADOSI 


who serves in the capacity 
of General Professional 





Manager - - - = - 


and 
BILLY 
CHANDLER 


who continues in the 
| capacity of Director 
of Radio Activities - 





Combined with the most complete and capable professional staff in music business 
— harmony men — special material writers, etc. 


And — the airiest, most commodious and spacious studios ever built — a triumph 
in modernistic artistry — 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


PUBLISHERS TO METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 














799 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK 
SERVING YOU THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ~ 

Chicago Los Angeles Denver 

CHICK CASTLE SIG BOSLEY CHAS E. McLAUGHLIN 
Philadelphia Detroit Cleveland 

CARL ZOEHRNS AL SKINNER PHIL JULIUS 
Boston San Francisco i i 

BEN GOLDBERG DICK ARNOLD Mane SOHIN SANDUSKY. 
Western Promotion Manager Seattle Montreal, Que. 

PHIL WILCOX CARL WINGE NELSON INGHAM 

Atlanta 
CHICK WILSON 
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The Greatest ager 
Money Maker of the 











UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR TREMENDOUS PROFITS 
AND STEADY INCOME \=77. 


A DELUGE OF QUARTERS 
* AS GREAT AND AS ENDLESS 
= AS NIAGARA FALLS 


: inn a al Scoeemaes “UR Gee Be MO : 7 -" 3 Sf Rib :0.5°5 Po 


A MONEY MAKING MACHIN six minutes. ““MOVIE-OF-U” cranks out 360 
This amazing novelty makes it possible to take pictures in one hour. (The action is almost entirely 
different moving pictures of yourself, or yourself 


=a] 


automatic.) At a quarter each, the machine’s 
and friends, put them in one small screen frame, a prritce + aeta is $90 for every hour you have it in 
then animate them all by the pressure of a finger tip. © i. Oieere ; 
: : q - _ In six minutes you have a finished moving picture 
Imagine what this means! A moving picture 4 # of yourself, developed, completed, in a frame 2% x 4 
with all the vividness, realism and movement of the % F inches to take home with you. Unquestionably, this 
living person — eyes, mouth, hands and body move % : 


} lng” + ; , 4 is the greatest money-maker of all time. For amuse- 
just as they do in life—a moving picture marvel that 4 


‘ ! ; : ’ ment parks, for fairs and dance palaces, steamships, 
does everything but talk, A moving picture, a screen § ' for summer resorts, for all-year-around business in any 


and projection machine, all in one. That is what 3 z community, the *“‘MOVIE-OF-U” machine will prove 

you hand the public for a quarter. q a gold mine. 

EVERYONE MAKES THEIR OWN SCREEN TESTS And what an opportunity for enterprising proprietors of 
- ; : motion picture houses! At last, your lobby can earn money— 

The ““MOVIE-OF-U” cabinet-machine enables anyone 4 big money—through the use of one of these cabinet camera 

to get a scteen test. The thousands of potential Chaplins, @ machines. Your lobby will take on new interest, new life. 









Bows, Fairbanks, Barrymores, Pickfords, Garbos, Jolsons, § 
Swansons, Lloyds and Talmadges will come crowding to 
the ““MOVIE-OF-U” to learn how they register and what 
their possibilities are for the films. 


$90.00 IN ONE HOUR 


It requires only ten seconds to make the movie of the indi- 
vidual or individuals and the whole series is completed in 


TERRITORIAL RIGHTS 
NOW AVAILABLE! Patents 


The “MOVIE-OF-U”’ will be as big an attraction as the Fea- 
ture Picture you are playing. 


All you need is the machine and an attendant, then get 
ready for the profit deluge. 

Our demonstration studio in operation is located in the 
Eltinge Theatre Building. Territorial rights for exclusive sales 
agencies are now available. Act fast and reap the reward. 
It will be the best business move you ever made! 


WRITE OR WIRE FOR 
Applied for FULL PARTICULARS! 


=| 
The American public is motion picture mad. There are 120,000,000 people in this country and 70% of them 


believe that they could make good on the screen if they were given a chance. You are going to make it 
possible for them to give themselves screen tests the same as they would get at any one of the gigantic studios 
in Hollywood. They won’t want just one—they’ll repeat again and again. Each one will mean a quarter to 
you and as the quarters pile up they turn into dollars and the dollars into hundreds. 


PROMINENT SCREEN STARS — BUT IT COULD BE YOU 



















































































A. H. WOODS = President 
236 = 238= 240 = 242 West 4ind Street, New York 
{Eitinge Theatre Building } 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 
| HE BURNING HEART | shadow of the standard set by the | sotane ine, provamenda,. situation, YOU'D BE SURPRISED. 














than the sound dubbing. 
In a dive sequence voices sing and 


original “Drummond.” 
(Continued from page 39) 

















} “ 
; a Kenneth MacKenna is under a | smeared | rather thick and in one (BRITISH MADE) | some kind of band plays and you 
j often incongruous English titling. handicap in donning the hood and spot taking an unusual big slap at (Synchronized) ; never see any cause for either on 
Score is good and apt otherwise. shoes which Ronald Colman filled so | the Greek Church. London, May 1. } the screen, besides which the sound 
Story is simple, concerning a boy | capably. His devil-may-care non- Something funny about this is} . avenes Nettlefold production directed | was suspit iously like some _ stuff 
composer and a girl soprano, The} chalance and debonair manner in| that the theatre projected a disc | yf... | wrote * itera, We H. Fowler! Rritish International used in one of 
» - . > ee . at 1a ai r rae rmmera {soel- . . . + 
boy has a drunken mother and the| the face of danger appears forced. | accompaniment that sounded like a! ;re. Faithfull and Leslie Thompson, Rea) its own productions, And this film 
girl an invalid father. Latter dies | He is of slight build, and therefore | Hebrew chant, although may have recording. Censors’ Certificate ‘"1 Pre was made at Elstree. 

, > ir ine ¢ ; } . >j ine the j - eh-and- | bee Lati ‘reek Wasn’' ‘learly | view at New Gallery Kinema, April 29 . <2 : 
on the eve of the girl getting a job| unconvincing when in a rough-and- | been Latin or Greek. asn't clearly : i . Perhaps Whittaker is not respon- 
and an accidental meeting throws | tumble with the masked menace, but | enunciated. Running time, 6 minutes. sible for the aaimah dialed i? he 
the two kids together. Love fol-| emerging the victor. What the aim of the propaganda | as e +) » things hieh make! isn’t he ought to let out a loud 

ss > } boy does not k1 y - ‘ a 26, to : P : . . ‘ k- Pend : One of those things which make ; , ‘ , 
lows. sut the aA Go 10V Drummond” is still seeking ad-| is may be self-evident, but can't be} you despair. Got everything Sire squawk It's easily the worst job 
‘ rirl is re: r rorkinge ‘ . , > . 3 ‘ uu despair, rot e) nin Story, . : 
that the _ one really eae as venture and new thrills. A gang of | entered into here. On the films rst-rate comedy idea. good enouch | Yet made of making over a silent. 
dive as a 1ostess an¢ not in tne crooks is entrenched in a house in technical end the photograp Vy 1s + y pit . tact SP sl And + @ wasn't ¢ a silent? it 
postoffice as he believed her to be. his vicinity, and Drummor d dete inusually clear and well done Wwitn page iy OF SAEs STSrg Vane, are was } 7 } yor} 
Follows acceptance of the boy's; mines to expose them They have | one or two beauty spots. In story ° } . : -_ P . . 

. . . : . . , t S I< to ‘ re ourt ny ere Ol oy} } ike é t noe 
composition and his finding out| double-crossed their previous com it takes a boomerang kick, seeming ; spies fh hein. ae ee pik ; —— 
about the girl. This is on the eve| panions in crime, one of whon ly, when American-made machin«s , eae? . wen pov : - mp “tre suleinkagee _— ian Noles 
of his debut. Everything is thrown] known as the Masked Strangler, has | 1s shown as the key to the farmers’ , : 5 : ~oed . , , 

+ . . y . , ' ie + } é ~ ¢ tT S74 an | cls ‘ I 
out of gear for the kids. 3ut it ends| strangled a number of people. heaven It n ti -s y ; : OL a 
: . ° ) nt« ras it Ss nh sion l I dart ti N 
okay when the girl getting out of a Marceline Day takes a position as Henry Ford and his tractors are| ! eae : we ae. I ips Ww reg ensk D. ; ™ t we 
sick bed where she had bee n hurled | secretary to He nry B. Walthall, the | really the heroes of the film and | .& wad production ma nage me ee oe ms is ough o 
by an auto crash, sings his master-| ergok in the house. because. it is} he’s a billionaire, or near enoug . ae " ose spletin: pe 2a. , a arwick Ward, sup- 
piece before the concert audience. later explained, she is the niece of he wrong way A ow, it's one}; posed » be an apa e in a French 
ree : Ss = . he. of hos¢ hinges \ ‘ vol cnow , fishing village, talks like an Oxfor 
It must have been a ticklish pro- | the man who was murdered by Wal r ld 1 : ~ ve i it pat “ ea = d 
A ° : . . coul nave i en made é& vow Vitn livers y ansy in« acts W Orse 
} s injecting this last phase |thall and from whom many emeralds W en : = " ; : 
, position . J & ; : at as | ware atal - . Soldiers and omen say Lioyd, and in Hollywood, but! Rest of the cast a joke, 
into the film. But the way wie s€-| were stolen. {which } l Fail t | Fellow named Johr 
call j Tiial 5 le ere almost fails to e any- e q « i Yorks 
quence led up to the concert and the | Drummond, breaking into the bar- BEEF: (All Dialog) © PE pee. Say , © an} ' athe ie a » aoe ¢ WOERs 38 Bs 
way the break is made places it | ricad od house arries tl sua) 4 olumbia produc tion anc elease lirected LIns L a pity. : \ | MBO LMOUSsE an reans a Leiescope 
3 : wap | TACacee 10use, Carries 1e¢ usué by Edward Sloman. From the stage play, A second thought is its defect| lens, so he goes into the village to 
out of the ordinary. Any other! mysterious shots, trap doors, secret | “The Sou! Kiss,” adaptation by Paul Her-| A ty teen A ie ap ie ir Bet al ventnes 0. Getttae came ante. 
director might have killed it. Ber-| tynn, Is, ete. | vey Fox and George Tilton. Photography | — “~ pet b-tipee. oe Soeees Sonn age Oe ee See 
ger made it look real. = i , ee |}by Ted Tetzlaff. Recorded on Western| S0Ound dubbed on later, with a] hits on a dive where several floosies 
?p — ‘ 7 Story doesn’t stand up, with but | Electric. In the cast: Irene Pringle, Grant | couple of sequences re-shot. At this,|} try to make him. One gets a swipe 
The cast is okay throughout but! ono or two scenes which contain| Withers, Helen Johnson, Walker McGrail, | j+ jc ct ines Ades aes al ~~ _ > iat mane ™ , 
the neatest pieces of acting are Aly Ss —— |Emmett (x rrigan and Blanch Frid it is still badly done, for the se- | from her boy friend because she will 
> é ‘ § é ¢ > oe . e . tol _ eo | = rrigé « < lé der | d “a 
z F " ve ld w é -har- any semblan¢ e of a shriek from a | tunning time, 69 minutes. At the New| Guences where Forde is trying to| not come through and John takes 
done by the two old women char -eak-hear . < 
ter One as the boy’s mother weak-hearted femme. Attempt at | York Hippodrome, May 10. | get his song heard in manager’s| her part. Then she follows him 
acters. as se ‘t+! comedy through Cyril Chadwick, teehee 1 offic } a errs oe” cal a - P : , 
The other, the wardrobe woman.| nasal-voiced Enelis} man always One S tin Geet edianens 3 er ' Hace Baye had the sound so stu-| down to the sea and wants him to 
T Yre drinking companions these | .), hline . peachy ipa gta © OF the rst releases to the! pidly handled they become irritating | take her from “all this,” but John 
Theyre drinking ym pi se . stumbling over something, stretched | Hipp under the new Columbia-| instead of funny ain't so nutt though he acts and 
. : L \ «i i ai i: i ) i .* ‘1 uk I ACtS < 
two. ii ‘al ti i too far. At times it detracted from | R-K-O product deal and a good pro- Ty pewrite tappir and } ter | t s lik } ), and pushe his 
-orcer c ro “AC “ic é ray op - : | , ‘ > | a4 mS « adieé nooie } taAlKS llKE f is), an us = ls 
Berge! showed Mee pe be oa os ©| what interest there was in the plot. |gram subject with the sure-fire in-| piving new dance breal » the boat off 
that may have been gleaned from Miss Day wasn't given much foot-|gredients of tropical atmosphere, | song trial, but rushing in and out of WW oe tm ¢ ait 
his American experience when he ie ¢ . ae ¢ he he llove intrigue : mee ataws Joe vedas, Ol : ig in and out o recked in a storm, he calls on 
il ri i by showing | 25°: Looked sweet and, when the/|love intrigue and murder mystery, | folk from the office ‘phones, con-| the saints to save him and swears 
set sail right in action by showing occasion called for it, either terribly | nicely directed and dramatically ef- | versations, and other ine moe wae | f 4] een tot mena Wecseon 
the boy’s mother being brought in frightened or terribly determined |\fective. No draw names, but excel- | ,. wie a or aw Wee iokgs romaghcks the girl and have her 
in a drunken state by the police. The jenadibedtenbeacihds | lent commercial subject for the} sing gk d. ; it the sil had been done| if he gets through, He does. 
mother then proves her stuff by | neighborhoods weet is plainly possible here: made| The rest has something to do with 
SY * lei hj ,¢ , . as finite use of some sounds only to! the former boy frie il being ‘ . 
denying her kinship to the boy and Oo A W Matias — Pie i Le ae i ‘ I ; | th oy friend being wanted 
from that moment on plays the LD ND NE Pe. pak riety Roope ee source in| develop the idea of the comic use| for murder and coming to the girl 
prodigal but proud mother keenly (Silent) m9 Pi pete tg a cae tae oo and exclusion of sound, it would| for a hideaway, but it is all so blah 
throughout. (RUSSIAN MADE) pr mtd hae bo Pov yi oe! a have been great. But it looks like] it’s hopeless to follow. i 
~ 4 , y . , c Sté "es é Cé ie - ° os . 7 « , ‘~ - ; 
Gustave Froelich as the young Produced by Sovkino. Distributed by Am- angle in an be lal eta. pot ic the stuff w: shot silent and they Cameraman seems to have had an { 
composer fits without attempt at| kino. Alternate title, ‘‘The Struggle of the | >, * Z 7 stage veal y post.| wouldn’t go to the expense of mak-| idea if he half-pushed the camera J 
. : ‘ stv] o hing | Soil.’” Scenario and directed by M. Hisen- | T'wo married women in love with a! ;.. ; eA . raat on ‘ E 
too Continental sty i: ometning | stein and Gregory Alexandrov. Photogra-| young officer when the husband of | me ot OVE to get in all the sounds, ) over it would be arty. Result what 4 
rare in foreign made pictures. pher, Edward Tisse. At Cameo, New York, | one of them threatens exposure and | dubbing on what they could do| you imagine. ; 


Trout i he English explain- reeks May 2 1 i ime. & ins r ; : easily < hes , aarge . > £ tence 
ad oo hainenn ty i — cane vian't week May 2. Running time, 80 mins. |is mysteriously shot to death in the il} ind cheaply. Large part of trade audience at 


always describe the sequence. 
There is exploitation interest in the 


Distinctive piece of propaganda 


| dark. 


Commanding general arrives on 


| 

} 
laughs, pre-view walked and rest squawked 
especially Forde chained to a tough | at time wasting. Frat. 


Fair few gags good for 


, product. Nothing unusual from the | ,¢ ee eee, og giant and dragged all around by a = Says 
film that can be used if these cor- | Russian viewpoint, the latter having | 'M€ Scene and s arts an inquiry dur- | him when escaping. But the fakey 


rections can be made Mayda Chris- 
tians, featured, is an American born 
girl. She is a New Yorker, daughter 
of Rudolph Christians, operator of 


gone in for that artful sport in a big 
way for some time past. Here, how- 
ever, dropped a niche or two in 
There 


jing which murder motives are de- 


and then another. Dramatic 


here is that the audience has pretty 


veloped, first indicating one person | 
trick | 


sound and the misfit the make-over 
has been are a dead weight on this! 
chances here. For America, 


The Poor Millionaire 


(Silent) 


one’s 


overlooking entertainment. ° 3 erpenayrge nothing. Frat. | Richard Talmadge production.  Distribe 

the former German Art Theatre. isn’t any from a theatre point of good reason to suspect one of the : | uted by Biltmore. Mr. Taimadge featured, 
Both are now in Germany view | wives and the suspense is kept taut } Cast includes Constance Howard.  Di- 
Miss Christians’ work is worthy a . |by the device of making it seem | rected by George Melford. At Columbus, 

2 ss Stle S . The »rha . "epic > > ‘ " ‘ ew fork ature, ay 
and possesses a sensitiveness remi- What perhaps weighted the film |likely that the wrong person will WOMAN HE SCORNED | New York, half double feature, one day, 


with consideration was the person- 


May 7. Running time, 56 mins. 


niscent of Lillian Gish but with nel of its directorial end after — penalty until the last mo- (With Pola Negri) ee 

. a ntios “ste 5 _ . a : “ ie c ; ——e - - ° ‘ —_ t > he out 
aaa } oy vt poet a see wales viewing the film it looks like the big Tension is sustained right along (BRITISH MADE) ey org ay Ueual ‘pnotenal 
yg Bayles vee oe sings ro ogre — a meg ony and with mild comedy incidentals aris- (Part ee =— enter te ad o | tee 
. : : err. - . is probable employmen r Para- ling nee ; zondon, May 2. waters ‘ MA _ < : 
English the song titled from the onl oy oe mes SS ace per ing from the blundering of the gen- Charlies Whittaker production Directea | Without getting the slightest dra- 
name of the film and goes over cig a i wf — 1 im behalf of the eral, a kindly but dumb inquisitor by Paul Czinner from his own story. War-|matic reaction. Cheap production 
nicely. Looks and personality, too.| Propasanda by and } a who is constantly led astray in his| ner Bros. Quota release. Features Pola lall the way. Even the title writer 

Berger’s directorial skill was evi- | Present film makers. . investigation. Neat dramatic trick | Negri and Warwick Ward. RCA_ record-| went wrong at times. 

Sag few . ; By this it isn’t meant that Eisen- | js , ing. Preview at New Gallery Kinema, TY te slack ardly carri 
dent, however, throughout especial- 7 is to have the net around the real} re. a Running t 105 Title is slack and hardly carries 
ly in his attention to detail of ; Stein isa flop. It does mean he has | slayer develop by the blunderer un- | “** * unning time, 105 minutes, 

} s atte é J 


movement which otherwise might 


hive wrecked the film. 


been touted too high from the re- 
sults achieved here. What he has 
accomplished has been done before 


til it closes on his own daughter, 
the jealous woman who fired the 
shot to save exposure of her own 


the story. About mistaken identity 
when twin brother of convict is 


named heir to large estate and falls 


Whittaker 
couldn’t be 


If Charlie 
show films 


wanted to 
made here, 


j and better by Americans. love affair and the consequent scan- | 0T W4S hired by Par to put Pola out ie meee sae acta 
TEMPLE TOWER In essence it amounts to posing a|dal. Stupid general when he unwit- | 07 Keeps, he’s done a fine job. —e 
bunch of Russian peasants, than!tingly convicts his own daughter, Nothing so poor except the Uni- v 


(All Dialog) 

Fox production and release. Directed by 
Donald Gallaher. Adapted from the story 
of same title by H. C. McNeile, and one of 
the ‘‘Bulldog Drummond”’ series. Scenarist, 
Llewellyn Hughes. At Colony, New York, 
week May 9 Running time, 58 minutes. 
Bulldog Drummond.....Kenneth MacKenna 
Patricia Verney......++...-+..-Marceline Day 
Blackton.....c..seceeeee+-Henry B. Walthall 
Pater Darrell.....eeee+e+e++Cyril Chadwick 
Matthews.....es+eee++0-e+-Peter Gawthorne 
Gaspard. ...cceccccccecesscoceeeesl van Linow 
The Nightingale..........++..--A. B. Lane 
Constable Muggins......... Yorke Sherwood 





A weak mystery meller with the 
usual foggy photography. Billed as 
the sequel to “Bulldog Drummond,” 
with the latter- title receiving as 
much display at this house as the 
title, “Temple Tower.” Hailing this 
as a sequel and successor to U. A.’s 
“Bulldog Drummond” is oke for ex- 
ploitation, but it is only natural that 
under those circumstances much 
more will be expected from this than 
is there. It falls nowhere within the 





whom the Russian film makers can 
select no more expressionless group 
anywhere, shove them before a cam- 
era and shoot at angles while the 
characters stand still. The result 
will then show two things at alter- 
nating intervals. Face always rigid, 
and only the eyes and mouth twitch. 
Twitched one way it’s glum sad. 
Twitched another it’s grim humor. 

But when the characters are in 
motion the acting is nil. To photo- 
graph such persons in standstills 
only takes trick camera work, and 
that’s where the Russians have been 
fooling most everybody on their 
ability. When it comes to love in- 
terest, they do the general flopperino 
in a big way. This film has no love 
interest, 

Story is sliced in situations that 
start with a poor peasant woman 
who goes co-op and leads an army 
of farmers into modernity through 
Sovietism and machinery. 

Usual play on titles is made to get 


holds steadfast to justice, a quick 
turn which glorifies a semi-comedy 
character for a punch finale. 


Acting’ honors go to Grant With- 
ers, who plays a weak part with 
simple directness that makes it 
wholly likeable. Two women do lit- 
tle to make entirely artificial parts 
stand out, with the best perform- 
ance in the cast that of Emmett 
Corrigan as the blundering general, 
an extremely well judged bit of bal- 
anced playing from this always de- 
pendable actor. 

Dialog is smooth and natural ex- 
cept where the two women labor to 
make it “toney,” error that most of 
the former silent players have by 
now largely overcome. 

No great cost involved in the pro- 
duction although it is nicely han- 
|dled in its technical phases. Use- 
ful material for such establishments 
as the Hippodrome, which grades as 
a. neighborhood in quality of sal- 
able goods. p Rush. 





: a ; Incongruous and cheap. 
versal Indian and Colonial-made & Dp 


junk has yet been offered this side 
as a British film. 

It is incredible; if anything is 
worse than the story it is the acting 
and that’s better than the direction, 
which in its turn is a shade less bad 





Louise Beavers, Edna West, Kath- 
ryn Clark, May Wallace, “Man- 
slaughter,” Par. 

Armand Kaliz, 
M-G. 





“Unholy Three,” 
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Let us make a permanent SOUND-ON- 
FILM record of your acting. An 
invaluable aid in casting for stage or 
studio. 















Our new studio in a fireproof building 
just off Columbus Circle has _ been 
equipped with the finest SOUND-ON- 
FILM recording and photographing 
apparatus, and our staff is prepared to 
give you every assistance. 


WE BUILD, BUY, LEASE, 
OPERATE OR MANAGE 
MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 
IN PENNA.—NEW JERSEY 
DELAWARE—MARYLAND 
—DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA— 

VIRGINIA AND W. VIRGINIA 


I700 SANSOM STREET 


t PHILADELPHIA,PA. 





- 


Our charges are extremely reasonable. 


Call us up for an appointment. 


COLUMBUS 6079 


Sight and Sound Corp. 


33 West 60th Ctreet 
New York City 
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Fox Bookino Office Wi ‘Weavers, with Old R-K-O |MOONLIGHT VAUDE | Agent Only Takes Chance 
§ Office Will Issue Contract, Balk at 4 Shows CHANGED NIGHTLY; On Radio Act’s Date: | 


Regular Contract for All Dates cnamten np iz, | Moontight vente win ve expen | Must Beat Best Record 


| 
| , 
| Maintaining they hold an old| mented with next month by the 


























stike Be , |Keith-Orpheum contract stipu-| Northern Navigation Company, Chicago, May 13 
Mike Marco ac ardly entered | ivide his time ‘tween ro | : y 4 i 
. oA ad be urdly enter¢ i | to divide his time be tween the tWO) jJating three shows a day except| New York. It operates excursion Faith in the power of radio 
upon his office as head of the Fan-!oceans, but it is anticipated that] i » boats utilized for moonlight sails 
chon & Marco Booking Exchange! most of his tin il be spent in| >2turdays and Sundays, the Weaver , ,|names has brought about a pe- 
| & 3 B ing & ge; most of his time will be spent in/ — : up the Hudson during the summer. 7 

in New York, which supplants the! New York The Marcos (Miss| Bros. headline R-K-O act at weal The vaude experiment will be culiar booking for the R-K-O 
~~ ironing office headed by Jack | Fanchon is his sister) lately built a} Orpheum, San Francisco, refused to | tried on all four boats of the Navi- | Riverside in Milwaukee. 

seo, efore Marc ssue ‘ rder;} home i severly ilis ar "co is i j j 

> See larco issued an order | home in Beverly Hills and Marco is} go four-a-day, in line with the cir- | gation Company. Mike and Henry, two radio boys 
that no engagement for talent! loath to leave it so soon Snider Agency booking four acts , a 


cuit’s new policy all through the popular in the midwest, have been 
booked through Lewis Morgan, who 


handles nothing but radio attrac- 


should be entered through that On the coast Marco has become | to boat and change nightly. 


agency without the regular play or! known as a st talent picker or} West. 


ire 


pay cont t issued. Mar s ruling | developer Several performers re-| The Weaver Bros.’ contract, made | 


was made after = ton a st Ole A el ee ae . . tions. The boys are to receive 50% 
wd " oes es ceiving their fi pportunity im @/ two years ago with Ted Lauder, the Fred Curt with R-K-0 pprwce aie te c 
with Harry Arthur, the Fox easte! Fanchon & Mar Idea”’ have come s over $15,000 :t the theatre. Mor- 


|late E. F. Albee’s son-in-law and | gan, their agent, has personally 


Benerai theatre operator east to remain. 














It is believed the atmos re of Ioeb has been in charge of the | then booking manager of the circuit, guaranteed them $3,000. As his 
the F&M booking office will be! Fox booking office since it was or- has another year to go. With the F . : Chicago, May 18. { COMENENER, SeerEaAn Wil Sake halt ‘ 
shesthes t0"thet ef te eecin Semin | Somtend He was the sole dictator| Weavers refusing to budge, the ; Tred Curtis has become asso-|of the boys’ share after the $3,000. 
coast agency) Out there F&M is/and became noted for cutting sal-| wires between here and New York ciated with the local R-K-O head- In other words, the house must 
noted for the civility and considera-| aries, also canceling acts before | burned for a whole day, with R-K-O quarters. He has been detailed as|do over $18,000 for the agent to 
hen atven enllere. writha Mike Marco | their engagements expired. He con- | finally deciding to permit the act to a field man, to procure theatres and | participate, with Morgan taking all 
never failing to see anvone who/tinues as the booker under Marco,| go on with three shows and fill in bookings, besides noting possible|th> gamble. 
calls on real business : | who is the head of the office. the fourth show with an added fea- | Sites for new houses. Record high of the house is 

Arthur and Marco have long been| Leb is reputed a very wealthy | ture picture. ; ato comes from the New York | $18,000. 
associated in a business way |™@", made while with William Fox. Same arrangement will prevail | ‘™ a -eorene Bene, highly recom- js — 
through the Fox West Coast circuit. | Changes for the Weavers in Oakland next snenees ae experiences: vaude Si 
Fanchon and Marco are generally| Phil Bloom and Jesse Kay, under | week. In Los Angeles the following veg tos 00 of its gp neha naga neat Brox Sisters at Par 
known in the trade for their stage | S¥UPervision of Marco and Jack Loeb, | week two or three extra vaude acts ape gee Po divisions, from} ,,.-publix has the three Brox 
units of entertainments, ensemble | Wi!!! book the vaude for the Fox cir- | will fill in the deleted show. There SW soe Sisters to open with Rudy Vallee 
productions with specialists. Their cult as & result of booking office | is nothing definite on what will be and Ray Bolger, who come into the 
units have extended east and are changes which included the release done after L. A., with the Weavers Another Lasky’s Act New York Paramount, Friday (16), 
playing over a route in this section of Jack Alien and Benny Kuchuk. having five or six weeks more to g0 for a week. During that date Val- 
as well a6 in the Weat where the On Bloom's book will be the | on their present route. | Hollywood, May 13. |ise will not be replaced in the 
units called Fanchon & Marco|4°@demy, Audubon, Ridgewood, — | Jesse Lasky’s old vaude act,/Brooklyn, Paramount, it playing 
“Ideas” are firmly established. Savoy, Crotona and Park Plaza Fred Schaefer has supplanted “Lasky’s Beauties,” will be made as/the regular unit and “Paramount 

Talent Developer ra ae Rehemcs ©. ali x > Pan yh) congealed =e by Pathe. Same company|on Parade.” 

tiem tin tata °°” | gp cht ee ee te, cee Seemt) Bren Blisters are expected ‘to be 
the coast Friday evening flying Kay will book Folly and Star Bert Cortelyou, of Lyons & Lyons “Cha hoi c Soa orgs A es oe re ee “ot 
back from Kansas City She exbaete gn Ptr ayo =o , degiye 2 4yons y Char an Kaley and Ruth Hyatt! Paramount, possibly joining touring 

¥. ; s ; page 50) office, now in Europe. will have the leads. unit. 


























MASTER 


OF 


MODERNISM 


CREATOR 


OF HIS 


SONG STYLE 


LOUIS ARMSTRONG 


KING OF THE TRUMPET | 


“VARIETY” SAID:— 
TE F ¥ | : 
LATE FEATURE Pe agg ans “Bhat Chocstetes’ was booked ta to £ d t the HIS FAMOUS OKEH RECORDS 


unit here, and wowed them with his hot trumpet stuff. Audience couldn’t 
“HOT CHOCOLATES” get enough—stopped the show—had to play an extra encore—audience “ST. JAMES INFIRMARY” 
wouldn’t take no for an answer.”—Michigan Theatre, Detroit (April 16). 


6 MONTHS IN NEW YORK | WALTER WINCHELL SAID:— “AIN'T MISBEHAVIN’” 
“Louis Armstrong, the most torrid of the horn-tooters and blue-shooers 


—his delightful specialties serve to entice the bored-with-Broadway diver- ' - 
AT HUDSON THEATRE sion-seekers—offers an endless routine of terrifically tempoed tunes.”— WHEN YOU'RE SMILING ( 
New York Mirror. 


UPTOWN, CHICAGO TIVOLI, CHICAGO PARADISE, CHICAGO 


WEEK MAY 9 WEEK MAY 16 WEEK MAY 23 
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS — MILLER & MILLER, 25 WEST 44th ST., N.Y. C. 
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PAUL KIRKLAND and CO. 


NOW PALACE, NEW YORK WEEK MAY 10 


OPENING PALLADIUM, LONDON, SEPT. 15. R-K-O, WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
SCALA, BERLIN, MONTH OF DECEMBER. FOREIGN, LEDDY & SMITH 
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R-K-0 Golfers Mix with Class in 
Westchester Match—Brown Wins 





About 75 members of R-K-O and 





-% 


Radio Pictures took two days off | 

| 
last week to play golf with and | 
cainst each other at the West- | 


chester-Biltmore Club near Ry é 
WN. x. 
home 

The tournament was 


Hiram S. Brown, playing his 


course, copped first prize. 


to be held this year. Next 
Oaks on 
August or 


the R- 


ot two 
Long 
September. 


will be at Glen 
Jsland in 
Charlie Freeman, 


ern booker, was reported to have 
swung it for Glen Oaks, which is 


his home course, with 


number one 


K-O west- | 


thous ht of] 


cinching the next duke himself. He | 


is president of the golf club for the 
fall match, which may make it even 
softer for Freeman. 

Brown had only to beat his own 
Jim Turner, to win the 
Even though Freeman, 
in his dinner speech, said Brown 
brought Turner to R-K-O to kill off 
the tougher golfing opposition, so 
that Turner could oppose Brown in 
the final and the latter win, it hap- 
pened just that way. 

Turner won the first hole by 14} 
strokes and Brown looked worried. 
They say he hates to lose at golf. 
Turner won the second hole by 23 
strokes and Brown commenced to 
grow older. 

‘T'll give you next Wednesday 
afternoon off if you toss the third,” 
Brown was heard to whisper to 
Turner behind a mashie niblick. 
Brown won the third. That whis- 


assistant, 
final match. 


pering went on behind the same 
mashie niblick for the rest of the 
match. Reports around the office 


Monday were that Turner has been 
given a two months’ vacation. 
Casey’s Cussing 

Two surprise guests of the 
ner, which climexed the play, were 
J. J. Murdock and Pat Casey. Casey 
rolled off a couple of Casey-copy- 
righted cuss words and told the 
boys they ought to be loyal to a 
good guy like Brown. Golf tourna- 
ments like this one weren’t possible 
in the old days, said Pat. 

Harvey Watkins arranged the 
tournament and Frank Jones di- 
rected the matches. Tommy Mc- 
Cauliffe, the armless golfer-vaude- 
villian, came up to show the dubs 
some tricks. 

First Radio Picture entry to bust 
into the prize winning class was 
Jos. Schnitzer, the R. P. president. 
He took the second flight honors. 
Qualifying round medalist was Sen- 
ator Walters and runner up Harold 
Kemp of Warners. Kemp slipped 
in because R-K-O still books Pat- 
erson. 

Runner-up to Schnitzer in the 
second flight was Frank O’Brien. 
Third eight winner was Jess Free- 
man, only Freeman to take a prize, 
and Harry Fitzgerald, runner-up; 
fourth eight, Jeff Davis and Lew 
Mosley; fifth eight, Jack Dempsey 
and Ben Kahane. 

sill McCaffery, last year’s champ, 
took Sen. Walters’ measure in the 
championship consolation match. 

The Worst 

Following winners of the consola- 
tions of their respective “eights” 
Seemed to win for shooting the 
worst golf: Lee Marcus, Ben Pi- 
azza, M. Osterer and Larry Puck. 
Harry Ward trimmed Herman 
Weber in final of losers’ consolation 
Dlay. 

All 


din- 


‘ived a 
on a 


those mentioned rec 
Prize. Stuff was scattered 
table and the winners, in 
standing, took their pick. 
Picking time got around to Pi: 
all that remained was a golf 
that will never hold Ben's piazza. 

Quite a classy spot for such a 
bunch of mugegs, that We 
Biltmore. Boys were quite put out 
by the permanent 
lifting their noses when wafting by 

“Waiter, fetch me a 
aqua,” said a lady with a 
to Pete Mack, the agent. 

That was the blow-off 


seat 


et, he ster- 


¢ 


glass of 
lorgnette 


acon Franklin’s Future 


The future for Irene Franklin as 
told ae herself without a cryst 
gazer embraces a vacation in 
Europe, with her husband, Jerr) 
Jarnagin. It will st Jun 7 


on the “France” from New York 
June 13 the F: 
duo will have completed 
Cial eight weeks over R-K-O. They 
rejoin the Hammerstein mu 
Sweet Adeline” in Boston, Sept. § 


anklin-Jarnagin 


- 


iZZa, |} 
| street, 


| 


| 


| 
| 








' 


| 
| 


order of je 
When | Vv 


vuests’ habit of | 


LAYOFFS AT $1 PER 








A Critic’s Idea 

A two-man act was given 
somewhat of a panning by a 
Variety critic last week, who 
said in part that the ac ‘could 
be framed in a taxi on the way 
to a party 

Both boys burned over the 
notice. 

“Where blurted one, “does 
that guy get off with this 
‘framing in a taxi’ business? 
He oughta know it costs 
plenty to ride in a taxi.” 











AS “PASSION” EXTRAS | 


May 13. 

Layoffs are in the “Passion Play’ 
holding a spear for $1 
eight times a week. 


Chicago, 


| 
as extras, | 


a performance 


More than 100 are used nightly, 
but crowds are still turned away 
from the stage door. 

“Pays my rent and $5 left over 


said one. 


BUM $20 BILL GOT 


for meals,” 


| by with 


| ducers and Fri: 


|}and 


| denying themselves a chance to 


jto get 





IN TED CLAIRE’S HAIR 


c., alleges he made 
Ansonia 


Ted Claire, m. 
the 


TWO TRIMMERS GO 
WEST 10 TRIM MORE 


Changing their names again, this 
time to Genevieve and Hortense, | 


Jimmy O’Neal and Irving Tishman, | 


‘ | 
}a couple of muggs who will have to 


| Stay under cover if wishing to get 


thos: monickers, left by 


auto for the coast yesterday (T 


day) for not r look at 
so flourishing millinery busir ‘ 
there 

O’Neal and Tishman, vaud 


irs club pillars 
in New York, received a pa 

wire from Mrs. O'Neal from Seattk 
to the effect that the 
best lid de walked out 
would Jimmy and Irving please stop 
trimming actors for the time bs 
come out there to trim 
With Jimmy and Irving 


shop's tw 


orators 


hats. 

against 
trim 
something, even only a hat, 
|bought two gallons of gas 
pointed the buggy westward. 
ithe two gallons are gone, 
|for shoves from other 
and coast on the down- 


When 


Motor ists 


on hills 


| grades 


“It may take a days 
there,” said Jimmy, “but you 
must remember all our coin is tied 
up in backdrops.” 

Last time out there O’Neal and 
Tishman were known as Pierre an 
Marcel, respectively. Mrs. O'Neal 
had the hats selling big until the 
boys walked in. They scared the 
customers away, besides Jimmy 
scaring his three-year-old daughter 
when he walked in the house. This 
time, so as not to frighten the child, 
Jimmy will greet his daughter by 
snapshots in advance. 

They’ll be back! 


couple more 








some purchase in 
Bootery, Broadway shop, and got a} 
bum $20 in change. 
collect the real dough. 

When the Bootery offered him $10) 
in settlement to avoid court action 
over what probably was a mistake, 
Claire refused. His attorney is 
Julius Kendler. 

The case is set for the Third Dis- 
trict Municipal Court, New York, 
and the Bootery will fight it out. 


He’s suing to | 








Sheriff Finds Barton | 
Ill in Bed at Home| 


Held in contempt and ordered ar- 
rested until he pays up $1,500 back 
alimony, Jim Barton was found by 
the sheriff’s officers in his home at 
Hollis, L. I, but Barton was ill in 
bed and no arrest was made. 

The comedian is said to be in a 
serious condition, 





Comedy Club Revival 
Chicago, May 13. 


After playing dead for several 
months, attempt to revive the Chi 
Comedy Club is again a hot tip. 

Backers are once more Milton Weil 
former president, and Jack Hor- 
witz, the big nose-bag man. Place 
again spotted for the fourth floor of 
Lindy’s. 


“Dutch” in Shorts 
Raymond and Caverly, vet vaude | 
team, will do their Dutch comedy 
in the films for Far. 
They are signed for a series of 
shorts under the billing of “Weiner | 
and Schnitzel.” | 


Madison Opposish 
Madison, Wis., May 13. 
RKG Orpheum got first real 
aude competition in two years this 
week, when Capitol, directly across 
put on stage band and three 





l‘acts in addition to regular talker 

Parkway tried vaude last winter 
but took terrib see within two 
m<¢ nths } 
] 
— —— | 

Yorke and King Back 

Yorke and King, away from these 
sheres for some time, returned from 
|South Africa Monday (12) on the 


at I 
S1cal, 


ness ex 


VAUDE TEAMS AS 


SALE SPIELERS : 


Chicago, May 13. 

Vaude artists as super-salesmen, 
delivering high-pressure talk be- 
sides entertainment and show busi- 
ploitation. 

This is the aim of at least one 
national manufacturing concern, 
turning out a food product. This 
company is firing all of its regular 
salesmen, and has appealed to in- 
die agents to supply them with man 
and wife sales teams. The com- 
pany tried the idea in California 
where it has been a success. It 
will use about 60 more of these 
teams for the nation. Chicago dis- 
trict to be handled by Billy Wein- 
berg agency. 

The vaude couple will receive $75 


! weekly, plus an auto and expenses. 





$10,000 LOST AT PALACE 
CHICAGO; DID $10,500 


Chicago, May 13. 
Palace, R-K-O two-a-day vaude, 
got the brunt of the depression last 
week. Its gross was $10,500, put- 


ing 


they | 
and | 


they'll ask | 


Nite Club Entertainers Find 





———— » | 


Road to Diverce in Their Work 





+ 





System 











-| ACTORS AND AGENTS 
GO IN FOR TRADE 


M 3 
Eight ents and tors have had 
Suppressed desire for the garment 
trade, have gone into the dyeing and 
cleaning i sine : A thei second 
love 
These are Ben Harrison, M 
Greenwald, \ \\ 1 N 
Friedenwald, Frank Berger, Irv 
1] é Ott ’ } 1] 
Wa 
l \I ( 
in ] ’ 
ind Gu Si I 


rented space to an ex-cleaner 


‘PHONEY DANCING 


| already 





| 


“FAMILIES” GROWING :: 


turns around 
Half a 
and with possible 
ception, the relationship is phoney 
It’s been discovered that a young 
dancer introducing mother, 
xr grandfather who also 
sure-fire audience hooey. 
It’s a break for of the 
tap dancers, but if the con- 
tinue to multiply the novelty will 
ve killed, even if the public doesn’t 
et wise. 


Epidemic of hoofing 


with “family” angle. dozen 


one 


some 


acts 


MISS ROSELLE’S $300 


Awarded Amount Against Fox For 
Tripping Over Nail 


Mildred Roselle 
ing $1,000 damages for injuries and 


against Fox ask- 


loss of playing time, was decided in 
her favor in the New York Muni- 
cipal Court with a jugment for $300. 

Through her attorney, E. Frank- 
lyn Goldner, Miss Roselle alleged 
that Feb. 2, 1929, while at the Fox, 
Brooklyn, at that time vaude, nails 
were hammered in the stage as 
marker for a dancing act. 

Feb. 7, she claims, one of the nails 
became loose and she tripped over 
it. She did not fall, she claims, but 


instead severely strained her leg 
which necessitated treatment al- 
leged that although finishing the 


week, she was later forced to can- 
cel three weeks because of the in- 
jury, as she sings and dances and 
the injury prevented her from dan- 
cing. 


Agents in Accident 
Mack, Jack Hart and Billy 
R-K-O agents, narrowly 


Pete 


Jackson, 


ting this spot approximately $10,000 | ese: aped serious injury and possible 


in the red. The week previous, the | 
Palace also took it on the chin with 





$15,000. It converts’ shortly to 
vaudfilm. 

State-Lake, R-K-O Loop vaud- 
film, broke even last week. 





Delayed N. V. A. Figures 


Although the N. V. A. drive has 
been over for more than a week re- 
ports are that not one of the large 
circuits has sent in a statement on 
receipts to the Pat Casey office. 

Until the returns are in figures on 
the financial result of the drive are 
not obtainable. 





Theo Lightner, Agent 


| his ribs and 


| 


| 


| 


“Lapland.” They have been booked Hollywood, May 13. 
by R-K-O for the Kenmore, Brook- Theo Lightner, formerly of the! 
lyn, opening Saturday (17). Follows |; igntner Sisters vaude, opened an 
last half of next week at 86th street | ,poancy here yesterday. 

ind Palace for week of May 2 | James Regan associated 

™ — ” a 
Lew Cantor's Acts Clark and Harrington have re- 
Lew who p t eis united for vaude after a separati 
penag Auda proa to cor three years, 
upon Ile Pp ] —_———— 

y iving a couple of ew produt Frank King, former manage 
on acts for the Loge Circuit Loew's Gates, Brooklyn, now man- 
Cantor will resume his legit st aging Consolidated’s Tivoli, New 

in autumn. | York. 


death in a car accident on their re- 
turn from last week’s R-K-O golf 
tournament in Rye. 

Hart suffered minor injuries toe 
Jackson scalp wounds. 
Mack escaped entirely, ascribing 
that to being an acrobat. 


Melson, R-K-O M.C, 
Charlie Melson, m.c. for many 
years in picture houses, has been 


booked by K-K-O to 


permanent m.c. at White Plains, | 
N. Y. Goes in Saturday (17). | 
Peter Higgins started the m.c. | 


White P 
many months. 


remaining 
Johnny 


policy in 
there for 


iains, 


Marvin succeeded him about six 
weeks ago. 
Healy on Coast 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Ted Healy arrived Monday for 
Fox's “Soup to Nuts.” He will be 
spotted for two picture house dates 


first under his Fox contract. 
Probably at the Fox, San Frar 
90, and State Los Angeles 
Arthur Klein on Scripts 
Arthur Klein is with Colun 
Pictures, New York office. 
Hie is in charge of scripts work- 


ing under Jack Cohen. 


ex-] 


> 
N 


Strauss, 
rapid age, 15 minutes is 
enougn for any mar- 
vaude perform- 
May Fredericks, 
May 3, 1929, at 
p. m At 3:45 p. m. the same 
i Alice May got 
of desertion, 
her 


probably long 
iage. Royal Scott, 
er, married Alice 


dancing instructor 


Another 

ittorney, {is 

taking ster to remedy a marital 

te blem for Laura and Harold Ten- 
ura i inother night club 


Leo Weisskopf, the 


out of bed 
at p. m. and shuffles down to the 
cee to shuffle, just as Harold is 
crawling into his nightshirt to hit 
the hay. So what was the they 


entertainer who crawls 


use, 


argued. 
They married in May, 1920, ana 
began to separate in June, 1924. 


father | 
hoofs, is 


elderly | 
| 16 years old when 


| collection of 


; ator, 


| 


land a 
| the rough by 
i writ of 
| Dawson 





Twins 


open as the| 


j last 


| Item ref 
| 


got her 
Shorr, on 
meaning that he 
her 
since she 


Alta Warsawsky, dancer, 
divorce from Maurice 
grounds of cruelty; 
spanked her on 
Court held that was only 
married on June 
27, 1928, she was not entitled to all- 
mony. 

One alimony suit in the week's 
marriage tales. Just 
as Sterling Dawson, picture oper- 
about to tee off on the 
his wife 
made him slice into 
nabbing him with a 
attachment. Mrs. Grace 
says he not paid the 
temporary alimony of $30 weekly. 

Now Dawson has to pay $50 a 
week until he squares $830 in back 
alimony. 


was 


Park golf course, 
sheriff 


Lincoln 


has 





BETH DODGE MARRIES; 
LEAVES SISTER FLAT 


After jilting her twin sister, Betty, 
at the stage door of the St. George 
theatre, Staten Island, Beth Dodge 
(Dodge Twins) was learned to have 
secretly departed for the coast with 
her new husband, Clarence Stroud 
(Stroud Twins). Miss Dodge played 
the Monday matinee at the St 
George, but failed to appear art 
night, without notifying her family 
or the theatre. 

As was reported they would be, 
Beth Dodge and Clarence Stroud 
were married in New York Satur- 
| day. Stroud recently divorced Bet- 
ty Wheeler, who had divorced Bert 
Wheeler for Stroud after years of 
marital and stage partnership with 
Wheeler. 

Since his separation from Betty, 
Bert Wheeler has become a talker 
star with Radio Pictures. Stroud 
are a vaude dance team. 


Who Mayer and Rapf Are 


Hollywood, May 13. 
and Rapf referred to in 
week's “Variety” on page five 
are not Louis B. Mayer and Harry 
Rapf. 


Mayer 


erred to 
“Young 
Hunter. 


production of 
stage play, Man's Fancy” 


with Gienn 


| Judge Kelly East 


Walter C. Kelly is coming back 
on R-K-O for some eastern dates, 
He starts Saturday (17) at Flush- 
ing, L.. Be 
Fitzgibbon Reunion 
The Fitzgibbon brothers, Bert 
and Lou, for years a double act, 
h e reunited, with DBert’s daughter 
to rm third mernber. 


Lou has been off the stage for 
some time with Bert doing a single 
most of the time since. 
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MURRAY 


HEADLINED R-K-0 PALACE, NEW YORK 


WEEK MAY 3 








“Variety,” May 7, 1930 


Miss Murray has the top billing. . . . Introducing 
the “Merry Widow” waltz. ... Mae Murray is the 
Palace headliner this week. SHE LOOKS LIKE A 
MILLION, AS SHE ALWAYS DID, AND THE 
HALO OF A STAR IS STILL ABOUT HER 
BLONDE HEAD. Miss Murray’s personality is 
sparkling. ...« They brought Miss Murray out for a 
speech. Bige. 
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Switching Headliners Make R-K-0 
Look Foolish to Patrons in East 


Dissatisfaction from the operat- | 


in¢ and exploitation end in R-K-O 
against the constant switching of 


acts in the eastern houses, is grow- | 


ing to the point where it is inferred 
an official ruling may be asked to 


eurb the practice. 


It is said the circuit is making! 


the 


itself ridiculous in the eyes of 


public in many cases where acts | 


are lifted from one house at the 
Jast minute and shoved into an- 
other. Programs, advertising mat- 
ter and circuit leaflets such as used 
fy many circuits and mailed to 
patrons’ homes are often past the 
gtage where corrections can be 
made to jibe with booking switches. 

In the case of headliners whose 
pictures may be played up promi- 
nently in the advance matter, much 
of it done when the shows are os- 
tensibly all set, it is felt it looks 
wery bad to have this going out or 
gone out when the headliner is lift- 
ed to be transferred to some other 
theatre. 

Several in R-K-O, including house 
managers, resent the numerous 
booking switches of late. 

As many as 10 important switches 
have been made in one week. 





San Diego a Split 

After Friday (16) Diego on 
the western R-K-O route goes from 
a full to a split week, playing Fri- 
days, Saturdays and Sundays 
only. To fill the week the circuit 
has arranged to put the R-K-O in- 
tacts into the State, Long Beach, 
Calif., for the other half. 


San 


% 





THELMA WHITE’S JAM 





| Two Contracts—One for Vaude: 
Other for Show 

Seems as thougn Thelma White 

has gotten herse into a pretty 

messy booking jam. Miss White is 

engaged to play a month or so ot 

dates for Loew. She’s in Jersey City 


| this week 


dates to fill. 
contract to 


and has other 
Meanwhile 
appear in Earl Carroll's 


to start 


she’s under 


Vanities,” 
Monday. 
Monday the White 
discussed by Tom 
senting Carroll; 


rehearsals next 


matter was 
Rooney, repre- 


Marvin 
ovan, of the V. M. A. 
Loew contracts 


| the matter of the 
| with Carroll So it 


Equity contract 


stands, 


Plunkett Goes West 

Jos. Plunkett, R-K-O’s theatre 
operator, left New York Monday for 
a trip to the coast. First stop Chi- 
cago. While there Plunkett may 
make a definite decision as to the 
future of the local Palace. He'll be 
back in New York in about three 
weeks. 

Another absent face around the 
R-K-O office was that of Ben 
Piazza, who left for Chicago Satur- 
day, expecting to return toda 
(Wednesday) or tomorrow. 





Healy and Kane withdrew from 
the bill at the Alhambra, Brooklyn, 
Monday, due to illness of Joe Healy. 
Martin Brothers went in. 











STILL 


BOOKED SOLID 


ARNOLD—MICK EY—CHARLIE—TEDDY 


FOUR CIRILLO BROS. 


R-K-OING 
WEEK OF MAY 24—PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Direction: 


IT 


JACK WEINER—ED. KELLER 


| 


' 


eastern | 


Schenck, | 


ciple Miss White will play out her | 


. ‘ | 
. Rooney says there's | 














SUDDEN HEAT THREW | 
PANIC INTO THEATRES 


Unseasonal hot weather that} 
struck New York last week, break- ; 
ing existing temperature records | 


years. 


Immediate reaction warm weather 


on show business is itting 
| down of overhead, thi: ‘ 

booking of cheaper show 
dropping of vaude for summer and 
in some instances, darkenil 


} 


| Loew’s Chi Office Closing 


Chicago, May 13. 
Loew booking office closes May 15, 


Johnny Jones moves to the Rialto 
to office with Aaron Jones, Sr. 
Charles Hogan will occupy desk 


space in the William Morris agency. 


P. A.’s Shift 


Resigning after many years with 
the Keith office, Jack Thall of the 
R-K-O publicity department, is 
joining Universal Monday (19), to 
handle exploitation under Joe Weil. 

Succeeding in. R-K-O will be Wil- 
liam Usselton, who has been doing 
publicity at the Albee, Brooklyn. 





Billy Cloonan took his books out 
of the Arthur Fisher office Monday 
(12) and parked them in the John 
Robbins office. 





— 





Official Straw Hat Day | 
Hot 
the 
panicked. 
Customers were turning to 
the light felts, but the retailers 


week had 


hatters 


last 


Sq liare 


weather 


Times 











outdoors’ 


season, 
meantime, Turner is mixed 


Ip in a legal battle here with Alex 


‘AMALGAMATED’S BOOKINGS 


Though Comerford’s Sold Out, 
Agency Continuing So Far 
Though Publix has taken over all 
of the houses on the M. E. Comer- 
ford list, Buddy Irwin is still book- 
Irwin is 


otherwise instructed. 


the Comerford office. 
its last Amalgamated vaude 
week, the house reverting to a 
straight picture policy. It is play- 
ing five acts on a split week. 


Fay’s in Providence will keep up 
its Amalgamated bills until further 
notice, 





| had an immediate reaction on show refused to display straws be- 
| business, | fore the official market day, 
| Closings are expected in great May 10. 
imbers soon if the hot te mpera- | 
res do not subside. Indie vaude 
rs are alread ads spal S Ol ? > 
we already. aespaicing °¢ TURNER'S W’KLY INCOME 
because of t panicky state thea 
cwmers have been sudden ON SAUCER-LIP MOB 
linto with a few hot days knockin: 
business a twister - 
In most all former years and Paris, May 2. 
ticularly the last three years, it S Terry rurner will collect a $3¢ 
been cool enough until June 1 to | We® oyalty on the Saucer-Lipped 
| wear light spring coats, with the- | Cong Women from Ringling’s un 
jatres getting in as good a menth! til next fall as part of the settlement | 
| eith May as ordinarily with April. |} for releasing the turn to the circus. 
representing Loew, and Major Don- | This year indications are that May | Turne r had a prior contract. 
will be a bloomer and nearly as bad,| Terry is holding out for the ex- 


| 
| 


Schenck says as a matter of prin- | if not worse, than June the last few | clugive theatre booking privilege of | 
| the big-lipped gals following their | 


ing a number of the theatres until} 
the | 
Amalgamated agency’s chief booker, | 
this medium being long operated by | 


Poli house in Wilkes-Barre, plays | 
next | 


Poli’s Scranton, another Amalga- | 


mated beoked house, has five acts | 
on a split until further notice. 

Keeney, Elmira, closes vaudfilm 
policy May 26. 





|GUINAN-LOEW AGREE 


ON CANCELLATION 


Texas Guin and 


an 


Loew's called 


it two weeks and out, when Miss 
Guinan and her crew finished the 
week at the Paradise, Bronx, Fri- 
day. 
“Miss Guinan was dissatisfied and 
so were WwW the Loew office de- 
lared 
Loew or 
nar . , F ne 
Yor} l i i to 
have started w M s { ohbh- 
jected to some cut ordered t 
I w's 
Ry mal et of Miss 
lina I I off the 
route was <¢ alle d off 


Eddie Redding has gone pictures. 


He's engaged to appe 


“Roseland.” 


ar in Warners’ 








George ANDRE & Co. 


ADAGIO FOURSOME 
BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 





























DICK 


and 


EDITH 


INTERNATIONAL FAVORITES 


ORIGINATORS OF 


TOE TAP DANCING 


ON A 


> FAIRGASE 


The Riggest Sensational Novelty Known in Years 


This Number Was First Conceived, Originated, Produced and 
Executed by Us During Our Recent Sensational 2'/. Years’ 


Tour of Europe, and Is FULLY PROTECTED. 


BARSTOW 





“ANNOUNCING’’—WE ARE THE 
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Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Yanking acts out of neighborhood houses because they are needed to 
fill Palace, New York, spots, signifying that material for ace stand is 
getting harder to find, is growing commoner in R-K-O. It may result 
in circuit pressure toward curbing it. 

Claim is that week-end matter on shows and money spent on acts 
yanked at a late hour from neighborhood bills represents a total loss. 

Considerable other switching of acts in the east, after they have been 
booked, is borne out by records. 








For political reasons since a strike was being made in their own di- 
rection and with a view to avoiding trouble and complaints, a new act’s 
attempt to bill itself as Amos and Sandy has gone by the board. 

A team of colored performers booked for Trenton and Paterson, N. J., 
next week by the R-K-O office under the name of Amos and Sandy, 
with the similarity caught later on, from reports, and the act asked to 
change its billing. 

Change has 


been made to Billy and Charlie 





Despite R-K-O’s affiliation with Radio Pictures, many vaudevillians 
playing for R-K-O have been engaged by outside film companies. 

This was brought forcibly to the attention of R-K-O and the agents 
when a singing act, playing for R-K-O was given a screen test by 
Warner’s and Paramount, with both advising the agent to hold off clos- 
ing future R-K-O contracts for the girl until they scanned the screen 
tests on the Coast 

When the agent informed R-K-O it 
use the girl for pictures. 


told him Radio might be able to 





Only performer in Chicago who flatly refused going on for the N. V. A 
benefit was Clifton Webb, English male star of a revue current in the 





city. Seeking an audience with him the entertainment chairman, Chicago 
representative of an internationally established booking office, got only 
as far as the valet, who after a long deiay brought back the message 
his master “could not possibly consider making an appearance.” 

Fellow star in the same revue, who had willingly promised to ap- 
pear, apologized for the other’s lack of grace. 


On the apparent premise that they’re not on the job unless they can 
find something wrong, one of the collegiate gals doing undercover re- 
viewing for R-K-O, picked on the doorman at a New York house, when 
reporting on that house. She found everything o. k. there except the 
doorman’s hands, which she reported were dirty. 

The doorman, rather courteous and handsome sort, is a trifle burned 
up, from accounts, claiming that college gal would have a tough time 
herself keeping her hands spotlessly clean if handling tickets all day. 
That is, unless she set up running water right next to the ticket chopper. 


A letter from a lay now and again comes in asking why is not a story 
printed telling where the older acts of vaudeville have gone? With the 
changes in the vaude map of the past few years and vaudeville per- 
formers who are or were specialists knowing naught else to do, such 
a story would not be cheering. 

The tales of privation amongst many old time vaudeville performers 
are sufficient to suppress any such story. For every one of the few who 
were provident and have ease in their voluntary retirement, are hun- 
dreds forced out of the business with nothing but sadness following. 
What others who must go sooner or later will do or meet is just as 
saddening in contemplation. 

Colored acts are yelling murder at the gypping they claim they are 
getting from club agents in the Times Square section who book them 
for auditions at clubs, for only carfare. The agents in setting the club 
programs tells the acts to report at certain places and the acts figuring 
it’s the same as regulation club dates show up. When asking for their 


(Continued on page 50) 





Hip Until Sept. 15 
Although R-K-O has the Hippo« 
drome, New York, over the summer, 
it is probable vaude will be taken 
out around June 1, with house 
placed in all-sound policy for the 
hot months, 

Theatre property has been pure 
chased by Fred F. French, who will] 
build a skyscraper on the site, but 
owing to the late Wall Street crash 
and the sales of bonds will not be 
ready to start razing until the fall, 

R-K-O has been told it can have 
the Hipp until at least Sept. 15. 





Waterbury, Sound 
Waterbury, Conn., May 13. 
Palace, on the Fox vaude books 
for a Fanchon & Marco Idea the 
first half and vaude the last half, 
drops its stage show May 23. 
House will carry on with @ 
straight sound policy. 





Richmond Off Vaude 


Richmond, Va., May 13. 
Loew’s National drops vaude for 


summer straight picture’ policy 
May 24, 

National will resume its place on 
the Loew southern vaude route 


next season. 














OPENING THIS WEEK, SAT., MAY 17, FOR R. K. O. 


RAJAH RABOI 


VAUDEVILLE’S MASTER SHOWMAN 



































DON’T BELIEVE WHAT I SAY HERE. COME AND SEE FOR YOUR- 
| SELF AT R-K-O ROYAL, 


BRONX, N. Y., STARTING SATURDAY, MAY 17 














—§——< Direction MARTY FORKINS— sa 




















Eastern Representatives: 


JOHNNY HYDE 
LEE STEWART 


WEEK MAY 16, GRANADA, CHICAGO 
PUBLIX, LOEW, FOX and WARNER _; 


ANOTHER SENSATIONAL HIT 


HERMAN (JU ,T& an CT ARE minerva 


THE OUTSTANDING MAN AND WOMAN COMEDY HIT OF THE SEASON 


NOW PLAYING PUBLIX-BALABAN & KATZ CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 
WEEK MAY 23, MARBRO, CHICAGO 


Western Representatives: 


REDDIE ROSENTHAL 
MILTON BERGER 


Many thanks to Messrs. Louis Lipstone, Max Turner, Sam Bramson, Paul Oscard and Not Forgetting Our Pal, Al Kvale, Our Master of 
Ceremonies, Who Is Making Our Engagerrent a Pleasure 


R. K. O. 














JOHN 





CHRISTIE COMEDIES 
bes | 


BUSTER 


THIS WEEK, PALACE, 
Still Doing OUR OWN ACT—Be It Ever So Humble— 


WEST 


NEW YORK (MAY 10) 





“The Two Sailors’ 


Direction HARRY FITZGERALD 




















BOOKED SOLID 





LEADING NEW YORK PRESS OPINION PROCLAIMED THE BEAUTY AND SKILL OF 


MADAM OLYMPIA’S PRIZE WINNERS 


FEATURING “PRINCE OLAF” 


NOW AT PALACE, NEW YORK (WEEK MAY 10) 


DIRECTION MARTY FORKINS—CHAS. WILSHIN ASSOCIATE 
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VAUDEVILLE 





Publix Given B. 0. Notice of Value | 
Of Flesh Attractions on Stage: 


! 
. . . ’ 
Convincing proof to Par-Publix } 


that stage talent is in demand is 





wants some kind of vaude in the | 
theatres to go with the talke: 
product. 

It is also pointed out that enough 
good short subjects canr 





demonstrated in the difference in | 


grosses with restoration of acts, in t } 
Ot r€ ot 


| day at Omaha ty Vaud over talent, wit particular regard 
. . s ew 
unit shows or as vaude, in several] | tained to take the place of vaud Wi present about six showil Sushwi - . —— or picture people to use n New 
F z Going into a straight picture po) ‘ 
. = ie ba - , with proper results fact with turn booked b lox ; York ke timate . 
centers which for a time have been | pai . i Kea , 4 A ‘ Bushwick. Rrooklyvr gives | 
all-sound policies. Consistent Grosses 7 ee ; up le Friday (16) 
ees Omaha and De Moines, whic} <r . ¥ W 
Outstanding indications that fiesh | ir 1 th cee ee which | Hous aS bee! playing split NE ACTS 
' rederenent - wontnt b me aropped the I iblix units are aiso } « 9 . week shows, booked by Jack Hodg- } 
enterta nent ; a »y rie reported doing better with v | d my N P | 7 , Mary Bak« nd Jean Kenny in 
4 ifiey ) \ i ALii auUuqae ) as © a i 
tblic if for no other reasor bhaw Ac 2 reac ‘ +} » | a? . i Ca e J S ew O1CY | ozlums two-girl act 
public } r ) reas Chav - ‘ i fi or the local un) 
, ee i 
to get away from the steady diet of pol a in effect in New Orlea | 
mav be spread his s1 r r , oO é 
all-sound programs, are furnished! ; 7 ee ee we Oey |} A new policy is imminent for Fox 
r-k houses formeriy on the re Zula 


by the Saenger, New Orleans, on its | stage show route. 


return to attractions. House for Denver recently went back after 
which were indiffere nt biz with all-sound shows, 
while Los Angeles, ’Frisco, Seattle 
{and Portland also have been picked 
| to get unit shows in the future, pro 

| duced out of ’Frisco, this after try 
, 
}ing the all-canned programs. 
immediate increase in business of] Or 


merly had units, 
dropped two months ago in favor of 
mechanical shows. 

Last week, first week of acts since 
that time, the Saenger reported an 


pheum, New Orleans, R-K-O a 
approximately $1,000 more a day | booked with vauds and filn i aid GIRLS AT SAENG ER 
than under the ail-sound policy.!to have been the most consistent R L, a Tex Rocket: OG l q OFF; 
This, it is said, is being taken as a| weekly gross getter this season of | 4@ncing girls from Dallas, engage enera ecutive tices 


fairly sure sign that the public | any house in that city. 


ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVES : 


ro S WEEDEN 
Musical Comedy SCHULTZ 
Motion Pictures y* AGENCY inc. Shorts 
Concert Tours ~~ iy Radio 


CALL—WRITE—PHONE 


PALACE THEATRE BLDG. 


Suite 201-202 1564 Broadway, New York City 
Phone 6145 Bryant—Cable Weedschul, N. Y. 













Veadevile 
Productions 


|} permanently for the 


PROVINCIAL TRY- OUTS 





R-K-O Picks Minnpl., St. Paul and 


Omaha for Local Talent 


Chicago, May 13. 
In a more direct effort to grab off 
some new material, R-K-O western 
officials will hold professional pre- 


iew nights in three midwest cities. | 


v 
Tuesday night’ in Minneapolis, 
Wednesday in St. Paul, and Thurs 


Academy, New York. 


l is about to be 
Harry Arthur, according to report 
Stage vaude now there will be 
switched to a stage band with a 
bevy of house chorus girls and acts 

front of the band. 


summer stage 
shows of the Publix 
atre here. 


Saenger the 


The “Rockets” are 


Ruth Laird, “Oil Queen” show girl 


Fox Losing Vaude 


Walker, Brooklyn, booked by the 
|| Fox office, closed vaude for the 
|| Summer last week, and the Repub- 


lic, also in Brooklyn, getting its 


| bills from Fox, darkens the current 


week, 

Several others may go to all- 
sound policies for the summer only, 
this having been the policy in 
former years. 


ordered by | 


trained by 


a 


VARIETY 49 





| Long Beach, Full Week, 


R-K-O’s Coast units, four-act 


} 
Los Angeles, May 13. 


bills, go into the State, Long Beach 
Cal., starti 
| House is paying $2,300 for the 
lunits, with the shows to come ir 
from the Orpheum, San Diege 
Change makes San Diego a three 
day stand 


Takes R-K-O Coast Units 


ng May 19 for a full week. | 


[AFTER FILM TALENT 
FOR B’WAY LEGITS 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Herbert Rubin, formerly booking 
,)} for Lou Irwin in New York, has 
joined the local Lyons and Lyons 
agency, 
Arthur Lyons is now here. He 
will spend three months looking 




















Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


































BRYANT 7800 


J. H. 


GENERA 











ENOS 


FRAZERE 


“Acme of Finesse” 
THIS WEEK 
MAY 10, TACOMA 


Managers 
LEE P. STEWART & LEWIS MOSLEY 
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LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST: 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 












NEW YORK CITY 


LUBIN 


i MANAGER 


HARGE 








STEVE 


JOHNNY 


FREDA ano PALACE 
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re nT i Siragponitgs tp aan Battal 


WORLD’S FAMOUS GUITARIST and 
BROADWAY’S POPULAR HARMONIST 


“KETCH-ON” 


THE BOYS WHO MADE FAMOUS THE SONGS 


“TALKING TO THE MOON” and 
“CLIMB THE HIGHEST MOUNTAIN” 


APPEARING NOW 


PALACE, NEW YORK 


WEEK MAY 10 











AUGUST 9, 1930, WILL CONCLUDE FIVE YEARS OF OUR CONSECUTIVE 
BOOKING WITH THE R.-K.-O. CIRCUIT. MAY WE TAKE THIS MEANS 


OF THANKING OUR MANY FRIENDS WHO HAVE SO KINDLY CO-OPER- 
ATED WITH US. 














Pictures, Productions and Radio—NAT KALCHEIM, WM. MORRIS OFFICE R.-K.-O.—MARTY FORKINS 
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BURLESQUE—VAUDE Wednesday, May 14, 1930 





CHARGE MUTUAL PULLS 
TALENT FROM RIVALS 


That the Mutual office, in on the 


financial end of the Irving Place, 
N. Y., considers the City took stock 
less than a block away opposition 
is evident by the tactics Mutual 
used on some of the comics from | 
Mutual shows pulling them away 
from prospective summer engage- 
ments at the City 

The City had Benny (Wop) Moore 
all set to join last week, but at the 
eleventh hour Moore canceled. It 
is understood Moore is under con- 
tract to J. Catalano, Mutual exec 
and show producer. 

Harry Bentley, who with Julius 
Michels produced his own Mutual 


show, the “Step Lively Girls,” 
lined up for a City engagement 
he too sidestepped. 

Joan Collette was expected to 
open last Saturday at the City as 
a runway leader, but reported 
unable to join, due to an operation 
for the removal of tonsils. 

Ike Weber (Mutual booking) is 
no longer placing the principals and 
chorus girls at the City. Weber is 
now allied with the Mutual, which 
connection is reported responsible 
for his ending booking relations 
with Mansbach. 


was 
and 


she 


Passaic Stock Folds, 
But May Try Elsewhere 


Stock folded at the 
Playhouse, Passaic, N. J., this week 


burlesque 


when last week's intake was insuf- 
ficient to cover salary claims. 
pas Hunter, producer of the 
ock, gave the cast notes for salary 
forthcoming with promise to 
liquidate in two weeks. The fold at 
the Playhouse was the second bust 


in an attempt to spot stock bur- 
lesque at the house. 
Hunter is holding the stock 


troup together for a try elsewhere. 
He tried to switch them into the 
Lyric, Hoboken, N. J., on percentage 
arrangement this week, but when 
house operators demanded straight 
rental, he called the Hoboken date 
off. 





Mutual Picks 4 Acts 
At First “Audition” 


Auditions for new acts seeking 
placement with Mutual shows for 
next season have been inaugurated 
at the American, New York, on 
Tuesdays at noon under direction 
of the Mutual Booking Office. 

The first was held last week and 
out of eight acts showing four were 
given contracts for a season’s work. 

It is the first time burlesque au- 
ditions have been held. System was 
started when Mutual decided to use 
specialty people with its shows next 
year. 


Mutual After City 


Every effort is being made by 
the Mutual offices, to get the City 
theatre in 14th st., New York, which 
is playing stock burlesque under 
Froelich & Mansbach. 

Mutual would like to use the City 
for Mutual shows next season and 
play Yiddish drama at the Irving 
Place, now playing a Mutual stock 
under Charles Burns’ management. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Ruby Royce, in N. V. A. private 
room at French Hospital, New York, 
recovering from pneumonia, 

William J. Kenney, who broke his 
hip. March 5, in French Hospital, 
improving. 

Jane West, in French Hospital 
alter appendicitis operation, recov- 
ering. 

Mrs. Claude Eddy, after major 
operation in French Hospital, al- 
most ready to go home. 

Mrs. Catherine Madden, in French 
Hospital, recovering from nervous 

_ breakdown. 

Sam Bernstein, who broke a bone 
in his right foot, now able to get 
around. 

Frank Ryan, 
clinic Hospital, 
hernia operation. 

_Mrs. Dave Beehler_ recovering 
after operation at Park West hos- 
pital, New York. 





b.o. man, in Poly- 
recovering from 





'Fleet’s In; Burlesque 
Folds at the Garrick 


No biz ended Jerome Rosenberg's 


to make stock burlesque 
pay at the old Garrick theatre in 
West 35th st., New York. When 


it opened on the heels of the clos- 


attempt 





ing of the Columbia uptown the 


venture looked encouraging 


When returns slumped Rosenberg 
| tried to rough his shows up, but} 
jeven this failed to turn the trick 
so the closing came suddenly last 
Friday night 
| No salaries were paid when the 
}house shut down The people ex- 
pect to collect eventually from 
Rosenberg who had the house un- 
ider lease 
| A burlesque show folding in a 
| week with the whole navy in the 
| North river sounds like a gag. 





Spot Main Street Spot 
For Angel’s Tent Stock 


Benton Harbor, Mich., May 18. 
Arthur Angel, who used to run 
; | 
the Bijou, is coming back with a 
Main street tent show, spotted 
across the street from the Butter- 
field Liberty. Angel opens May 29 
with a 16-person tab show booked 
by Milt Schuster, Chicago. Two 


shows nightly with a twice-weekly 
change. 

His biggest exploitation angle will 
be that he is an independent pre- 


senting flesh shows, with the big 
opposition being a circuit house 


which presents only pictures. 

The fact that Angel has some pull 
around town was only -thing that 
got him a license to spot his tent 
smack in the heart of town, 


Daley’s Grand Windfall 


Mutual burlesque touring for the 
season just closed may have been 
a disastrous one for most of the 
shows and less painful for others, 
but out of it Ed. Daley copped $1,000 
cash which was offered by the How- 
ard, Boston, for the best staged 
show playing the house. Daley got 
the money last week and it was like 
manna from the clouds. 

It was Daley’s “Girls From the 
Follies” which won the award paid 
by the Lothrop estate, which con- 
trols the house. 

The $1,000 reward all season was 
considered a gag, one of those 
things that would vanish like vapor 
before the season was over, but no- 
body was more surprised than 
Daley when he received the money 
last week. 





Burlesque Changes 


Paul Ryan, Alma Montague and 
Lillian McNeil closed with the stock 
at the American, New York, last 
week, 

Eloise Dwan was forced to with- 
draw from stock at the Gayety, 
Brooklyn, last week to undergo an 
operation. 

Frank Scannell closed with the 
stock at the Gayety, Brooklyn, last 
week and opens next week with 
the stock at the Hudson, , Union 
City, N. J. 

Jean Williams closed with stock 
at the Orpheum, Paterson, N. J., 
and will return to vaude with her 
former singing single. 





American Notice Up 


The notice to close went up last 
week for the American at Eighth 
avenue and 42nd street, New York. 





The hot weather spell knocked 
what biz was there further down. 


The stock which has been operating 
there reported closing May 17. 





Stock at South Beach 
Stock burlesque goes in at the 
Music Hall, South Beach, Staten 


Island, May 25, with Warren Brooks 

operating and producing the shows. 
Two shows daily at 50c. top. 
Company will include Pat Kelly, 

Marguerite Murray, Evelyn Scanlon, 


Faye Keller, Louis La Vine, Joe 
Kenny, Ruth’ Berringer, Flossie 
Kane, Nell Hyde and chorus of 12 


girls. 





Brooklyn Shift 


Sam Raymond has called off or- 
ganizing a new stock for the Star, 
Brooklyn, but instead will shift the 
white and colored stock which 
folded at the Gayety, Brooklyn, into 
the Star next week. 





City Loses Out First 
in 14th St. Endurance 


With biz no great ,shakes for 
either house, the two _ stocks in 
West 14th street section, New 
York, were hanging on, with one 


{hopeful that the other would close. 
The Irving Place is operated by 
Charles Burns and Mutual office 
associates, the house formerly play- 





ing wheel shows. 

The City is the first to toss up 
the sponge. It closes next Satur- 
day night leaving the Irving Place 


in possession of the 14th st. section. 


Mansbach plans to reopen the 
City as stock burlesque next Labor 


Day. 
Ti. Cut« ¢ _ . ke ia 
The City theatre stock is run hy 


Froelich & Mansbach, 
also interested in stock 
operations in Chicago. 
Repeated changes have been made 
at the City, Joe Lyons, formerly 
straight man for Tom Howard, pro- 
ducing the numbers, and Paul Kane 


the latter 
burlesque 


staging the numbers. Kane for- 
merly staged Mutual shows. 

Late additions at the City include 
Harry Elkes and Betty Fair (team), 
Dolly Joyce (no relation to bur- 
lesque’s own Mike Joyce), Jim 
Coulton, Helen Jordan and Bert 
Saunders. 

AMERICAN 
(STOCK) 

Better than averagé stock show, 

even though Rose and Walter 


Brown, featured comics, are holding 
in because of the Vice Society agita- 
tion, but dames going strong on 
semi-strip. Rose and Brown, noted 
for their rough stuff at Minsky’s 
Apollo, are lost with the hold-in 
check, and as result are just a 
couple of guys walking through the 
show. Both could rough up plenty 
if not held in, and the customers in 
Monday night were disappointed be- 
cause they didn’t. Both comics went 
legit, and to no good return, either. 
The mob prefers this brace other- 
wise. 

With the comics cautions, the girls 
did wiggling and semi-undress, with 
every femme principal going for the 
peal-off stuff and the mob out front 
laying odds on which chorister 
would step out and top what had 
gone before. 

Rose, doing lemon-haired Dutch 
sans the dialect, and Brown doing 
“Hebe” without accent either, car- 
ried what there was of comedy, got 
a few laughs and the best hand 
when they horned in on the encores 
of the girls’ teasers, only to do a 
fadeout until the femmes reached 
the brassiere climax, 

Claire Devine, bionde prima, han- 
dled the best numbers of the show 
and stalled them until second stanza 
before going for the teaser stuff. 
When she did, she got plenty. 

Hindu Wasa, added attraction, 
tossed off a couple of numbers, but 
stalled too much on the first to get 
over. Following the regular femme 
contingent that had done their share 
of stalling, Miss Wasa suffered on 
the teaser stuff, with the mob let- 
ting her go before accomplishing the 
peal-off in first stanza, but she did 
it in next. 


Billie Shaw was another who 
worked to the customers’ liking. 
Billie Holmes held in a bit and 


couldn’t be coaxed to drop the shawl, 
while Mae Malbin crashed where 
Miss Holmes left off, and outdid the 
others in twisting. 

It was the gals’ show all the way, 
with choristers giving the principal 
femmes a run, and the packed house 
out front only interested when the 
girls were on. The chorus, good 
lookers and shapely, provided added 
zest that one doesn’t usually get in 
a stock troupe. Their numbers car- 
ried pep, and the line went through 
them with seeming zest. 

Charlie Harris did well as straight, 
foiling for comics, and led a couple 
of numbers capably, especially the 
Navy song finale of first part, timely 
with the fleet in town and plenty of 
gobs in the audience giving it a big 
hand. 

Rest of the comedy didn’t matter 
much. It was the dames all the 
way, and they put it over. Edba. 








Theatres Proposed 


Albany, N. ¥.—$3,000,000. 
and offices. 


Also stores 
Clinton avenue and Pearl 


street. Owner, Fabian Securities, Inc. 

Bluffton, Ind.—$35,000. Washington 
and Johnson streets. Owner, Michael 
Hanley, Hotel Rich, Ft. Wayne, Jnd. 
Architect, E. J. Brown, Ft. Wayne. Pol- 
icy not given. 

Flint, Mich.—$20,000. Owner, Flint 
Community Players, : 

ackson, O.—$50,000. Main _ street. 
Owner, Dwight & Jenkins. Architect, 
Miller & Reeves Policy not given. 

Peru, Ill.—$35,000. Also stores and 
offices. Fourth street. Owner, care E. 
E. Alger. Architect, J. Hanifen, La- 
Salle, Ill. 


Salina, Kans.—$i00,000 (The Watson). 


Also offices. Sante Fe and Walnut 
streets, Owner, Midland Theater Cir- 
cuit. Architect, Boller Bros. Kansas 
City. 

West Union, 0.—$25,0009 (M. P.). Also 
stores. Owner, Adams County Bldg. & 
Loan Co. Architect, W. P. Ridenour, 





Portsmouth, 





——=— 





Inside Stuff—Vaude 


(Continued from page 48) 





money they are told that it’s an “audition” and that the men thera 
were figuring on making selections for.shows and pictures. 

Rather than make a squeal the acts accept the gyp. But among 
other acts they wax hot and tell the agents’ names pretty loud. 

The agents naturally get so much for the show and their main take 
is what they chisel off the acts with the Negro turns in particular getting 
the works. 

One act is so peeved that the next time it is worked on him he's going 
to land a sock on the agent’s chin. 


Some time ago the Loew vaude agents organized and the association 
functioned until it petered out. Something like $250 was in the treasury. 
When the critical illness of Arthur Horwitz, Loew agent, was reported, 
the agents learning of the financial distress of his wife and baby, agreed 
to send $200 of the organization surplus to their help. 


A take ’em gambling joint is reported running in a midwestern city. 
several actors inveigled into the place on pleas of friendship 
ported having gone for large amounts. 

One band leader is said to have lost $22,000 in a week there, leaving an 
I. O. U. for $10,000 of it. 

No one squawking so far, but the work is“inside said to be pretty raw 
with everything in the joint braced. 


are re- 


Hap Hazard, of vaude, has been flying to his many 
two years, always making them on time. Hap is his own pilot 

The other well known flier of vaude is Tom Smith, the comedian, with 
Tom's daughter, Eleanor, 19, of wide fame as an altitude aviatrix. Miss 
Smith is said to derive quite an income along the Connecticut beaches 
during the summer by taking up passengers at so much per, grossing 
as high as $400 on a Sunday. The natives are anxious to ride when thev 
know it’s Eleanor Smith piloting. 

Another sky pilot of much experience and highly rated is Ray Boyer, 
adopted son of Dr. and Mable Boyer. tay is a commercial pilot at 
present with an intent of becoming an air mail flier to round off his 
ether career to date. 

A few Sundays ago Ray was at the Curtis flying field on Long Island 
when some elderly people with four or five children selected him to give 
the kids a ride. The older folks did not care to go up. Knowing the 
parents below were anxiously watching his plane, Ray took off carefully 
and rose with a rather aggravating slowness, to him. Once straightened 
out above, one of the kidlets, none over 12, yelled to him: 

“Hey, Mister, ain’t you going to do any stunts?” 


dates for the past 


Reducing vaude stage material to lily white proportions as R-K-O 
appears bent upon doing, regardless of the box office consequences, that 
effort is in direct contrast to some other circuits which may be able to 
boost of as good showmen, perhaps, as R-K-O and at least knowing as 
much if not more about vaudeville. 

One of the best operators of variety theatres asked about Al Jolson's 
stage stuff and if he took too long chances. Told that Jolson always 
knew what he was saying and could get away with almost anything, the 
operator asked how New Orleans had gone for the Jolson entertainment 

Informed that the New Orleans audience went for it a hundred per 
cent and laughed their heads off, the operator replied: 

“That’s just the matter without stage stuff. We think we know what 
our audiences like and we don’t, Any old woman stuff is out after thir 
as far as I am concerned. Instead of telling the acts in the show to tone 
down to nothing, as we have been doing, I am going to let them go the 
way they have been going. If people want to laugh why should we 
stop them, and if they will laugh at Jolson at a $5 top, they must be 
dying to laugh in our houses at 75c?” 

Still R-K-O continues even its silly censoring, with dailies poking fun 
at its ideas of stage “cleanliness.” Vaudeville is getting enough socks 
all around without making it so wishy washy that even the ushers may 
soon quit. 


Terry Turner's experience with his Siamese Twins (Mary and Margaret 
Gibb) is another indication how precarious it is to take an act on a 
European tour. They all go over thinking they'll clean up with a novelty. 
Turner’s experiences are a sample of what really happens. In Berne, 


| Switzerland, he died. Back in Paris, Terry said he still thinks they don’t 


know his Twins were in Berne with the local management discouraging 
personal ballyhoo. 

Turner played on percentage but when he saw people from the next- 
door restaurant streaming into the theatre—part of the huge restaurant 
structure—without paying, the manager regretfully told Turner, “You're 
right, those people should pay, but we just can’t help oursefves. Our 
house is leased from the restaurant and they have the free privilege 
without limit.” 

That Turner was playing on percentage made it tougher but it was 
so funny Terry laughed instead of beefing. 

In other cities, Turner had to ballyhoo everything himself, to break even 
or better. He faced a funny one in Antwerp when he suggested the idea 
to the manager of having the customers shake hands with the Gibb 
sisters after each performance. The Belgian manager went into a 
panic—that sort of thing was simply not being done. Terry won his 
point and some 15,000 patrons shook hands with the Gibbs that week, 
breaking the 141,000 francs (Belgian) record by 5,000 francs. Many per- 
sons offered coins to the Gibbs. Turner finaliy wanted to know the idea 
and it developed it was a good-luck idea to give a franc piece to the 
Siamese Twins. 


Fox’s Regular Contracts 


> 





bookings for the east as previously, 
to be handled in New York by Jack 





Loeb. 
(Continued from page 44) aaa 
New York; Hempstead, L. I.; Niag- M. C.’s Placed 
ara Falls (4 daysy, Utica (3 days) Paul Spor, m. ¢. at the Para- 
and the pick-up Saturdays and mount, Toledo, goes in as m. c. at 
Sundays or week-ends in and 


the Paramount, Portland, Ore.,-to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Phil Lampkin, m. c. at the Para- 
mount, Portland, switches to the 


Paramount, Seattle, the same day. 
Both will remain in their respec- 
tive theatres indefinitely. 


around New York City. 

Jack Allen, brother of Edgar 
Allen, once head booker for Fox, 
came into the Fox office at the be- 
ginning of this season as booker of 
the Fox Metropolitan “small time” 
group. Kuchuk came over from 
R-K-O to assist Allen. 

Booking office changes were or- 
dered by Harry Arthur. 


Rube Wolf’s Vacation 
tube Wolf has been granted 2 
Billy Long tem- 


at tne 





Marco Stays on Cosat 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Mike Marco arrived here from 
New York and states he will re- 
main on the coast. 
All production and 


30-day vacation. 
porarily succeeds him as m.c. 
Brooklyn Fox 


booking of Buddy Fisher band (MCA) one? 





units to continue from this point, | week at the Sherman, Chicago, fol- 
he says. lowed by Maurie Sherman bana, 
Additional units will take carej which will stay until College Inna 





of other Fox houses, and vaude | closes July 1 or 135. 
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PARAMOUNT 


(“Home Wreckers”—Unit) 
New York, May 9. 
Three vaude acts, six dancing 
girls, couple of crates of scenery and 
props, and the summary of this unit 
is complete. Economy is crowned 
king, but as Jack Partington re- 
membered to appoint a privy coun- 
cil of comedy, the parliament of 





Publix audiences will probably 


award “Home Wreckers” a vote of | Clip showing himself and his new |45 minutes, it was well received by 


confidence. 


Unit is chiefly a rewrite on Billy 


and Elsa Newell's vaude turn. It is 
gay and smart burlesque of the 
bashful 90’s, when a bathing suit 


was cut from the same pattern as a 
Prince Albert coat. 

For the climax, O’Donnell 
Blair’s collapsing house is 
a big laughing getaway. 
there is a series of scenes, all con- 
veyed by drops and strung together 
on a fragile thread of continuity. 
The Newells work througheut confi 
dently themselves—smooth, affable 
and popular. 

n their bright and easy way An- 
drew and Louise Carr exhibit some 
extraordinary taps. They have an 
against-rhythm style quite excep- 
tional. In an era of superabundant 
hoofing acts they stand out. 

Six dancing girls are credited to 
Beverly. Really a very fetching 
group and a pretty picture in their 
modern frocks of modish design. 
Maybe too many people won't no- 
tice there’s only half a dozen. Qual- 
ity in some measure should balance 
quantity. 

With fitting propriety Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Crawford dedicate their 
eoncert to spring, using chiefly 
classicals. It is very interesting to 
discover the titles of some of the 
best known melodies which are filed 
away in the memory without proper 
indexing. For instance, ‘‘Rustle of 
Spring.” Pretty safe guess average 
non-musician couldn’t name it, al- 
though almost everyone would re- 
call it immediately when played. 

Paul Ash limited to the pit this 
week, but making the most of it. 
For a patriotic finale in honor of the 
visiting fleet the wide screen showed 
a flash of a battleship plowing head- 
on through giant water. It was an 
electrifying effect and brought the 
house to a crescendo of applause. 

Trio of guitar players garbed as 
Mexicans situated at the fork of the 
grand staircase to entertain the 
standees. Sugaring the citrate. 

“Devil's Holiday” (Par) on the 
screen. Usual newsreel clips. Biz 
good Friday night. Warm. Land. 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 
New York, May 12. 

Variety of material is most notice- 
able feature of the new collection of 
Fox-Movietone and Hearst Metro- 
tone clips making up 25c. show 
grinding here. This compensates 
for the lack of comedy. Ordinarily 
there’s at least one good laugh 
gzomewhere in the 45 or 50-minute 
performance provided. Only a couple 
of mild ones can be found in the 
fresh layout of news stuff. 

Patronage continyes to hold up 
Micely. At 8 o’clock house had 
standees, with the audience about 
equally divided between men and 
‘women. 

Opening news item the New Jer- 
wey oil tank fire, covered by Fox- 
Movietone from the sidelines and 
the air. Very spectacular shots 
taken of the blaze. 

Photography and recording from 
air figures, also, in clip following, 
Hearst-Metrotone this time getting 
gz00d glimpses of U. S. fleet enter- 
ing New York and airplane maneu- 
vers as welcome. 

An interesting item but one that 
looks faked is H-M's filming of total 
eclipse from California, with ex- 
planation as to how it was done. 
Moon is seen entirely eclipsing sun, 
but the scene looks as though clouds 
(or cloud effects) may be seen. be- 
hind the sun and moon. That gives 
it the phoney look. 

Leading clips of greatest news 
value include among others forest 
fires in the east, effectively cam- 
eraed; Edda Mussolini’s marriage, 
covered in detail; dinner in honor of 
Police Commissioner Grover Whalen, 
which is not so hot with the police 
ehief a trifie uneasy; sailing for 
France of gold star mothers; Max 
Schmeling’s return to New York, 
with the boxer a better actor than 
Whalen; arrival here of Lord Derby, 
English sportsman, welcomed by 
Whalen, this giving the head cop 
the big publicity break all in one 
show; and transfer of two fierce 
tigers from boat to Central Park 

00. 

Last mentioned is interesting but 
earried out into too much detail. Edi- 
tor’s note says that these <re tigers 
geen in last week’s real of capture 
in Malay on Hearst-Movietone ex- 
Pedition. Even pictures trip up 
Broadway to zoo, with sound trucks 

caravan. 

Scarcity of “vaude” stuff this 
week, only two clips in that cate- 
gory showing up. These are reduc- 


and 
used as 


| 
| 
| 


| pean 
Previously 
lin spots: 


ing exercises atop Chanin building | 


New York and whip-cracking 
routine by an Argentine. : 
Plenty talking in the layout, in- 


| girls 


in Virginia festival; tales about new 
footwear for women; talk by Pierre 
Quesney, 35-year-old French banker: 
arithmetic stu™ by three-year-old 
Bronx girl; speech over radio in 
connection with gold star mothers’ 
sailing; and talk by Schmeling, 
among others. 

Italy’s Duce who seems to crash 














newsreels every week takes the 
spotlight exclusively away from his 
daughter on her marriage, another 


army. 

Of foreign matters one of the most | 
interesting is the cheral work of a 
group of primitive New Zealanders 
who chant a catchy tune. Voices 


and harmony so good as to be out- 
standing. Others outside U. S., Bel- 
gians acclaiming royal family; Euro- 
athletes meeting in Algiers, 
impressive but badly photographed 
i Spanish royalty attending 
fete in Seville, and Japanese typists 
in school. 


ellaneous 


A sy mics 
i ssh TiCOuUr 


Among mis items and 
not so forte Wellesley girls in hoop 
race and baby gorilla in Philly zoo. 

Show well routined. Running 
time, flat 46 minutes. 

Fairly even division of clips this 
week, F-M being credited with 14, 
H-M with 13. Char. 


PENN 


two-three units which 
failingly. 

Dave Schooler back again as guest 
m. ec. on second jaunt around Loew 
presentation houses and makes him- 
self thoroughly engaging. 
has the class, the easy assurance of 
a veteran showman and the intimate 
style this mob likes. That they re- 
membered him here was indicated 
by a fair hand on his initial appear- 
ance. He makes only one mistake, 
carrying his versatility a bit too far 
by sketching on a six-frame easel 
various comic strip characters. A 
gifted accomplishment, to he sure, 
but Schooler doesn’t need it, what 
with his piano playing, hoofing and 
ability to mix with the acts. 

Brightest spot in “Color Rhythm” 
is tiny June Carr, a captivating dan- 
cing comedienne. It’s her third ap- 
pearance here within a year, first at 
the Penn, later at the Enright, and 
now here again. Miss Carr’s ec- 
centric style of dancing, more than 
slightly reminiscent of Cy Landry 
and something new for a femme, 
stopped the show, as it always has 
in this burg, and a burlesqued acro- 
batic bit with Schooler topped her 
off in great shape. Somebody’s go- 
ing to discover this gal some day. 

Small Brothers, three unison tap 
steppers, open with conventional 
routine and next-to-shut is Serge 
Flash, who juggles rubber balls 
around on his head with paper 
cones. “Color Rhythm” idea is car- 
ried out in one Chester Hale routine 
in which lighting effects give girls’ 


recur un- 


gowns at least three different 
shades. Nice effect and nice hand, 
too. 


David Pesetzki calls his. overture 
“Sevilliana,”’ one of those Spanish 
things in which the long-haired 
maestro seems to take peculiar de- 
light. Joseph De Otto continues at 
organ, Dick Leibert still on sick 
list. 

Picture “The Divorcee”’ and mob 
must have smelled a sensation, for 
opening biz above average. Cohen. 

AVALON 
(“Pleasant” Idea) 
Chicago, May 8&8. 

Carries a punch throughout, this 
Fanchon & Marco “Pleasant” idea 
running 40 minutes. 

Dancing rhythms surge in waves, 
concluding with a 10-minute mili- 
tary and eccentric tap routine by 
chorus of eight girls and men, the 
Belcher dancers. 

A departure is the constant re- 
frain of classical music set for mod- 
ern dancing movements, including 
“Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2” and 
Grainger’s “Country Gardens.” 

Opens and continues in a Swiss 
mountain village with the band of 
14 and Cookie, m. c., set on a 
chalet’s front porch, and the rest 
in gay colored peasant costumes. To 
complete it, five trained mountain 
| goats have a short routine. 

Talent comprises June Worth, a 
long-legged, supple kick and acro- 
batic dancer who is a burst of speed 
all the time; Diehl Sisters, comedy 
team, a small riot with their Spick 
satire and ridiculous ballet, and 
two juggling acts, Johnson and 
Duker, hat-sailing team, and Gen. 
Ed La Vine, the comic who juggles 
a heavy ball, a sledge hammer and 
a crushed-up cigarette paper. 

Further comedy 
| routine by the Belcher dancers, six 
as farmyard lassies, and the 





| other ten teamed up as prop oxen. 


eluding a word or two or more from | 
Mother Jones on 100th birthday; in- | 


terview of Ethel Barrymore by John 
Anderson of “Journal” (Hearst), in 
which dramatic actress talks and 
Photographs poorly; short talk by 


Winner of Queen Shenandoah crown | 


Clever staging and costuming 
throughout, with the usual F. & M. 
vividness of attire. 

On the screen Fox News, “General 
Crack” (WB). Business at the last 


show good on a warm spring night.|and Gary, has two spots for spe- | ture, 


Loop. 


and you have another of those one- 


Schooler 


in a barnyard) 


LOEW’S STATE 
(“Smiles”—U nit) 
Los Angeles, May 7. 
Fanchon & Marco Idea _ this 
week, labeled “Smiles,” has as its 
excuse for the handle a jubilant se- 
lection of opening and closing 
Strains from the orchestra pit. 
Nothing outstanding in the unit, 





yet as a grouping it is better than 
its individuals, Running more than 


an almost capacity matinee au-'! 
| dience, | 

Unit is built around three acts, | 
with Lamberti, comic xylophonis 
stealing the plums Three Slate 
Brothers, dancers, were liked. Dor 
fothy Neville, soprano, was spotted 
jin one number, contributing three 
| reliable oldtimers., 

Closing number used a backdrop 
of a beach concession crazy town 


| 


giving opportunity for a snappy fin 
ish with 10 F. & M. acrobatic step- 
| pers, exiting and entering through 
| doors in the drop. Alsu fur an en- | 
isemble entrance down a flight of | 
collapsible’ steps. Stairway also} 
contributed the curtain chuckle, | 
with Lamberti crashing from top to | 
bottom. 

As usual, the F. & M. unit was 
|colorfully dressed. Chorus of look- 
j}ers were handy with the feet, and | 
jthe 10 acrobatic workers got plenty | 





'plaudits for leg stretching and | 
“ ” . tumbling. } 
(“Color vai erent Unit) Opening number had all the gals 
Pittsburgh, May 10. _|on for fancy footwork to rhythm 
A spotty show that occasionally | of tuneful numbers of a decade ago 
has its moments. It’s the familiar |or more. Smile effect was carried 
lay-out—a dance turn, familiar | out here with balloons, painted with 
vaude deucers, a comedy act and/jaughing faces suspended and 
dumb act novelty. In this case, it’S| popbing grotesquely to the foot- 
a balancer. Add to this whatever | wor; 
the m. c. can manage to squeeze in Slate Brothers on next and 


clicking with a slow, precise style of 
foot rhythm. The three boys were 
called on for overtime. 

Laughs in the unit were left to 
Lamberti, who did his in one, with 
chalk makeup and trick evening 
clothes. His nonsensical patter as 
a prelude to his numbers, plus real 
skill with the xylo_ chopsticks, 
brought excellent response from tne 
customers, 

Dorothy Neville, Spanish arrayed, 
sang for her opener “Last Rose of 
Summer,” following with two oth- 
ers of like vintage. Her good voice 
Was appreciated. Walter Bradbury 
in at the finale for a short period 
of fast stepping. 

Feature was “The Golden Calf.” 
Fox intended lights for Jack Mul- 
hall and Sue Carol, but this house, 
after a record breaker with “Caught 
Short,” felt that laughs were the 
order and spotted El Brendel’s name 
out front. Laurel and Hardy com- 
edy, “The Brat,” and Movietone 
News completed. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


(“Black and Gold”’—Idea) 
Brooklyn, May 10. 

Things are looking up here. May- 
be a change in management or 
maybe the shows, although noth- 
ing currently to steam up extra- 
ordinary biz. “Temple Tower’ 
(Fox), picture, is playing day and 
date with the Colony, New York, 
latter a Universal house on Broad- 
way playing second Fox Film in 
a fortnight. Fanchon & Marco's 
“Black and Gold” Idea as the stage 
show, a 35-minute presentation that 
sells some extremely flashy mount- 
ings and wardrobe to good returns 
in spite of a shortage of first grade 
talent. 

It wasn’t exactly the show that 
made the Fox look brighter for the 
show was about average for the 
stand. Perhaps the report that for 
the first time in weeks the house, 
with “High Society Blues,” had 
pulled big attendance. 

As something to look at “Black 
and Gold” outdistances the aver- 
age presentation, including the F. 
& M.’s. With the proper sort of 
lighting, which it didn’t get here, 
the scarcity of wallopy § action 
might have been less of a factor 
than it was. 

For one number the chorus of 12 
comes out in gold spangled cos- 
tumes of extraordinarily rich taste 
for pop theatre. At approximately 
the same time a gilded statue of a 
man, all the while standing motion- 
less at one side comes to life for a 
|dance. Against the job of painting 
up and standing for about 15 min- 
utes or more without swaying or 
noticeably breathing, the dancing 
this man performs must be com- 
paratively easy. 

With the unit, the house orches- 


ard’s voice was needed to carry the 


number, of the type he sings ex- 
cellently, and the second a con- 
nected series of imitations of Eddie 
Leonard (without the shuffle), Ed- 
die Cantor and Al Jolson. Bern- 





girls 
in a 
that 
line 


In one of the line numbers the 
were in men's evening clothes 
routine closely resembling 
done by an English Tiller 
around town a short time ago. Lee 
Wiley, eccentric dancer, had two 
chances and made good both times, 


filling out the short specialty time 
‘allotted by presentations nicely 
| Bige. 


CHICAGO 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, May 9. 


Ordinary stage show, “Flapper- 
ettes on Parade,” locally produced 
tides along for 35 minutes, but 


lacks classy talent. 

With Joe and Jane McKenna, and 
Ulis and Clark, two mixed teams, 
booked against each other and do- 
ing the principal stuff, it remained 


a wonder the pacing was not in- 
jured and a second wonder that 
Ulis and Clark, the follow team, 


packed a punch with the audience. 

Opening is a collegiate idea with 
Ainsley Lambert’s 12 line girls 
backing up the Cutler sisters, nice 
kick and tap team, with precision 
work and radium effect, finishing 
with a scarf turn. Background is 
conventional carnival material, run- 
ning to green and reds, with the 
band, led by Al Kvale, set on a 
terrace. 

Following, Kvale’s bunch of 16 
put over a pop medley with good 
humor, a calliope number with 
ocarinas and the bandsmen jump- 
ing up and down as they put in in- 
dividual chords, circusing the stunt. 

The McKennas follow and go 
strong with the way Jane threw 
Joe around, and after slapstick be- 
tween Joe and Kvale, the return for 
a natural finish with their comedy 
knockabout adagio, 

After the girls of the line have 
executed a ‘collegiate dance with 
life-size boy dolis, again backing 
the Cutlers, Ulis and Clark project 
the girl’s dutch dialect and grimaces 
to the house. They got high returns 
the first show with substantially 
their vaude act, but changed about. 

Finale is much spangle and sil- 
ver, a band drill by the line, with 
drums, and flood lights, and Kvale’s 
men doing a Sousa while the stage 
brightens up with a huge back drop 
of prop drummer girls. 

With “High Society Blues” (Fox) 
running 100 minutes, and seven 
minutes of Par and M-G-M clips, 
the usual Spitalny overture and or- 
ganlog were out. Weather extreme- 
ly warm, but a good house at the 
first noon show, with the downstairs 
filled and a good balcony. 


STANLEY 


(Presentation) 
Pittsburgh, May 9. 

With Helen Kane the big noise 
on the stage here this week, house 
has produced its own presentation, 
Publix units laying off to make pos- 
sible re-routing when Stanley moves 
up to Thursday opening next week. 
Present show is only for five days 
although Miss Kane will work for 
one day in next unit show. 

Presentation labeled “Boop-a- 
Doop” and an entertaining show 
that naturally reaches its high spot 
with Miss Kane's appearance. Only 
one other act, Dezzo Ketter, and 
the chorus is the troupe that for- 
merly worked at the Enright before 





tra, which had previously overtured | 
in the rising pit, switched to the| 
stage. Non-conducting, but sing- 
ing m. c., is Freddie Bernard, fol- | 
lowing the long run here of Rube | 
Wolfe, who has returned to the| 
Coast. The big plug on the SPOnE | 

| 





now goes to the organist, Bob West, 
|instead of the m.c. West is doing 
| the community singing stunt in 
| high pressure manner, selling the 
; vocal self - entertainment idea 
powerfully via coaxing slides and | 
by frequently turning around for | 
personal spiels. At one side of the | 
stage for this week’s organ number 
was a trick thermometer, a light- 
ing arrangement registering the re- 
sponse. West has something which 
may grow at the Fox and the house 
{is giving him plenty of leeway. 
Bernard, recognizable as half of 
a one-time singing team, Bernard | 


j cialties of his own. First a straight; 


| routine 


| got rousing 


that house went straight pictures. 

Line girls open with conventional 
and band follows with 
“Stein Song,” going into the Walter 
Doyle parody, “To the Steins,” sung 
in Yid fashion by Hymie Graver, 
band trumpeter. After this eight 
of the boys out front in grass skirts 
for burlesque spring dance that 
went over for laughs. 

Retter next, getting off to slow 
start with his chatter, but, as al- 
ways, winding up in solid fashion 
with his wrestling bit. Dick Powell, 
m. c., megs a ballad, then into a 
song and dance bit in front of 
chorus with Madeline Ward for 
pleasant effect. While piano is be- 
ing moved on, Powell introduces 
Miss Kane. “Boop-a-Doop” girl 
reception. First num- 
ber with Powell and then she goes 
it alone on song from her new pic- 
“Dangerous Nan McGrew,” 


following with song hits from 


| 
| 


;as apparently 


CAPITOL | 


(Unit “Enchanted Forest”) 
New York, May 9%. 
Regardless of the fact that the 
show here is a long way from being 


take-offs and impression was that/the best the Capitol ever had, its 
with his pipes there is little need/ pox office potentialities are good, 
for imitations. Strength of the draw lies in the 
Besides the unit’s 12-girl line,] main and almost entirely in the 
house added another dozen, that] feature, “Divorcee” (Metro), a good 
| bringing the total of participants] program effort adapted with con- 
|}to an important number. Specialty | siderable liberty from the Ursula 
acts were Maxine Hamilton, Arnold | Parrot novel, “Ex-Wife.” “Di- 
Grazer, Lee Wilmot and the Fou vores is is nearly a good title 
Kemmys Hardest punch delivered |as “Ex-Wift 
by the Kemmys, adagio and acro- | Picture runs 80 minutes, which 
batic quartet, here before about @| seems a ri dea This uncom- 
year ago. The girl is on for the] monly long footage has tended 
first half of the turn, when the/ toward shortening the stage show 
| group resembles many others with|/t 9 21 minutes, a little less than 
;the now customary adagio tosses,|[Toew's figured on trimming the 
, but when the three boys are by/ units to allow for playing of some 
i themselves the picture changes to of Metro’s own two-reelers 
unusual man acrobatics. Nearest | rae : . 
thing to a show stop on the bill A Charley Chase comedy, pro- 
2 ; : ; duced by Hal Roach for Metro 
came through the Kemmys. : ~ - — = 
Maxine Hamilton, tiny blonde, | fobbles up 20 minutes and is one 
does a fast kick solo by herself and of the best shorts thus far a 
twice after that leads the chorus. | duced by Roach. A short like this, 


assumed by Loew’s, 
lends great variety to the shows. 
Units were to have been cut to 
around 30 minute, this week being 
exceptional because of the long 
feature. 
Although a pretty production and 


less vaude-like than units have re- 
|}cently become, with its basis in- 
volving more dancing than any- 
thing else, “Enchanted Forest” is 
|not strong entertainment. 

| Stage band is missing entirely 
|}and comedy is conspicuous by» its 
absence, the best part of the Ar- 
| naut Brothers act, that containing 
| the laughs, having been given the 
| go-by. Arnauts do the love-bird 
;} scene which is quiet comedy, but 
have apparently been told to cut 


} the material which leads up to this, 
Arnauts got over nicely but not 


as they do in vaude houses when 
audiences are responsive. 
Unit opens on a beautifully 


staged and lighted scene represent- 
ing outdoor atmosphere, with Ches- 
ter Hale girls in unique poses that 
suggest swans. An adagio number 
by Hilda Butsova and Leon Livoff 
emerges from this novel setting. 

Later on Miss Butsova exetehts 
a toe number of unusual grace, 
mastery of technique and a routine 
that is somewhat different. Livoff, 
following her, does a Russian type 
of dance but it’s next to nothing 
when the flash it is enveloped in is 
disregarded. 

Coloraturas have lately become 
very scarce around picture houses, 
but in this unit one gets her chance, 
She is Louise Bave, possessor of a 
rich, cultured voice that reaches 
anywhere inthis house. Over very 


nicely, proving primas have not 
been retired altogether by the 
changing public taste. 

Leading to the finale, the well- 


traine@q Chester Hale girls do give 
figures that have a touch of volup- 
tuousness. 

Unit is simple in a tasteful way 
and having no outstanding talent 
costing big dough is probably one 
of the most economical produced 
by Loew’s. Arthur Knorr conceived 
and staged it. 

Overture by Cap Grand Orches- 
tra, with Yasha Bunchuk conduct- 
ing in his accustomed graceful 
manner is a collection of Rossini 
tunes, well blended. 

Newsreel material includes clips 
of both Hearst-Metrotone and Fox- 
Movietone. Char. 


UNITED ARTISTS 


(St. Pcts.) 
Los Angetes, May 9. 

Current bill at this spot on the 
local Broadway contains two hours 
of pictures, six minutes of organ 
music and four minutes of screech 
on a machine called the Theremin, 
Science ain’t so grand if that’s mu- 
sic. Gaylord Carter, house organist, 
is decent enough to apologize be- 
fore wiggling his fingers at the 
tonal rod, but apologies don’t help. 
Four minutes may not amount to 
anything in a lifetime, but if there’s 
2,000 people in the house it amounts 
to five days, 13 hours and 20 min- 
utes of wasted human time per 
show. Crowd at the performance 
reviewed failed to get excited be- 
fore, during or after the demonstra- 
tion. 

Feature {is Dolores Del Rio in 
“The Bad One” (U.A.) running 71 
minutes. Short stuff is a Sennett 
golfing comedy, a Chinese talkerlog 
by Tom Terriss, an Aesop cartoon, 
and Paramount sound news. Four 
minute trailer for the next attrac- 
tion is stuck in the newsreel, as 
is the Publix policy. Eight eMps 
of news altogether, the most en- 
tertaining being Will Rogers at the 
unveiling of the Pioneer Woman 
statue. Final clip is a plug for 
florists on Mother’s Day. 








“Sweetie.” Clicked all the way and 
mob reluctant to let her off. Joe 
Keden at the piano. 

Dave Broudy’s overture, a 
Mother's Day thought labeled “Lul- 
labies,” in which the sleep-baby- 
sleep songs from all over the world 
are projected and Bernie Armstrong 


winds up the musical end with 
organilogue. 
Picture, “Man From Blankley’s,” 


and biz despite sweltering weather 
virtual capacity. Cohen. 


_ 
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PALACE 
(St. Vaude.) 


Nothing to write about here this 
week unless it’s to say that Clay- 
ton, Jackson and Durante are back 
again on a repeat and the number 
of times here can't be remembered. 
Any layman telling the folks about 
the show would probably report it’s 
palatable and enjoyable in many 


Ruggles 
some ot 


and Charles 
most punch, 


ond half, 
in the 


put 
the 


grade. 

Show seems more likely a motley 
collection of acts, not well selected 
and spotted, acts that indif- 
ferently and all in all fail to leave 
a good composite show impression, 

The bookers are apparently going 
in for singing headliners in a big 
way. Without a rest after 
weeks of Peter Higgins, in comes 
another tenor, Regan. Regan stopped 


blend 


the show, but that is beside the 
point as a booking matter. Instead 
of waiting a couple weeks to put in 
Regan, if that was advisable, he 
may now be held over for a second 


week and in that case the Palace 
would be tenor-ing ’em to death. 
Nothing at fault at all in using Re- 
gan except the time, running him 
in on top of Higgins. Were he not 
an ace performer, selling his songs 
remarkably well, there might be a 
different story to tell. 

Opening Madam Olympia’s Prize 
Winners, leaping greyhound act for- 
merly billed as Olympia Jules’ Dogs. 
Good little act of its kind, nicely 
presented and over o. k. at the 
Saturday mat. Dogs are beauties to 
behold. 

On No. 2 Paul Kirland and Co., 
which has played here before and all 
around. Did well, the cone balanc- 
ing and chair bits standing up satis- 
factorily for laughs, but far from a 
wow. 

Only flash on the show lent by 
The Berkoffs (New Acts), here with 
a Freeh Russian dance offering char- 
adfrized by uncommon speed and | 
entertainment value. Ensemble of 
six girls, lookers and with sightly 
curves to satisfy the new taste of 
that’s what it’s running to, dress 
up the act with class. Fast special- 
ties by the Berkoff trio the big 
punch. Strong applause finish. 

Steve Freda and Johnny Palace, 
wop comedians, fared favorably next 
without having anyone in the aisles. 
“Not a fast act nor a strong one on 
either laughs or song numbers but 
passable for Palace. * 

Charles Ruggles’ first comedy 
wallop in his well-known sketch, 
“Wives, Etc.,” by Roi Briant. As- 
sisted ably by Dorothy Lord, June 
Clayworth, Neville Westman and 
Lester Elliott, who play up to Rug- 
gles effectively. This is the rollick- 
ing farce playlet in which a souse 
wakes up the next morning to learn 
he has married the night before. but 
doesn't know to whom. Efforts to 
learn who the bride is furnish rich 
material for Ruggles. Got a big 
hand. 

The surprise of the afternoon was 
Regan, opening intermission. He 
stopped the show partly through an 
excellent performance and partly 
through showmanship. That he was 
aware of the difficulties of coming 
in after three weeks of another 
tenor was clearly indicated when 
he answered requests by saying he 
wanted to stay away from the 
“done-to-death” Irish numbers, one 
of which was sung here the past 
two weeks by Higgins. Singing 
pops, including melodies from pic- 
tures, he avoided the “Smiling Irish 
Eyes” and “My Wild Irish Rose” 
until nothing else could be done, 
tieing the show up in great fashion. 

Regan has a fine tenor voice of 
force and quality which sells with 
certainty even though the singer 
early in the act is inclined to be a 
trifle stiff. Did eight different num- 
bers, with Larry Walker acquitting 
himself creditably as accompanist, 
going to the pit fer the last three 
songs. 

Buster West in next to closing. 
While West is a clever dancer and 
clown he doesn’t seem to have the 
best pace to his act. Impression is 
that instead it’s merely a few bits 
loosely strung together, with West 
and the two others (John West and 
Marjorie De Haver) trusting com- 
edy inspiration for effect. Material 
is tomfoolery in main, plus hoofing 
which is relied on to smash through. 
Miss De Havcn, who hasn’t much 
ta do, but attempts a song and dance 


a cute thing looking like Clara Bow 
except that she is smaller of stature. 

Clayton, Jackson and Durante 
started out like a house afire and 
had the audience with them all the 
way. Were on only 29 minutes, 
probably due to spotting last. Next 
to closing is the spot for the 
schnozzle. 

Instead of spotting Pathe Sound 
News following intermission, Palace 
is now playing it on the tail-end of 
the layout when most people are 
walking. Unless the programs are 
closely watched, there’s a little 
strategy in this move, house re- 
maining lighted and orchestra on 
the job at end, this possibly leading 
some to believe another act is com- 


ing. Char. 





respects but not characteristic Pal- 
ace entertainment, 

Distinction and punch are the} 
main qualities in which the show is 
lacking. Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante, closing; the Berkoffs, dancers; 
Joseph Regan, tenor, opening sec- 


“filler” not coming up to the Palace | 


three | 


specialty to moderate returns, is 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 

Sophie 

| trip over the Loew Circuit walked 
| away with the show here Saturday 
| afternoon. A packed house at the 
second performance gave Soph a 
reception befitting a Queen and 
she gave them plenty in return. 


Madame Tucker was in _ perfect 
form and gave them everything. 
| They wanted more but the four 
| show schedule interfered. 

Good surrounding bill and Harry 
| Richman in “Puttin’ On the Ritz’ 
(UA) as screen feature. 

Chapelle and Carlton, mixed, 
|}opened with corking 
|featuring balancing and with the} 
roll upstairs while balancing 
partner the punch of the act and, 
provoking well deserved palm} 


| whacking. 

Winifred and Mills got the first | 
track at comedy in fellow on with! 
their skit, “In China.” One of the 
men does a gob under cork and the 
other, Chink. Their lingo is sure 
fire and topped off with some war- 
bling at finish makes a perfect com- 
edy act. 

Then Miss Tucker, with Ted Sha- 
piro manipulating the ivories, came 
and conquered with her songs and 
wisecracks. “Last of the Red Hot 
Mammas,” for opener with the 
comedienne going right on through 
remainder of her repertoire, includ- 
ing some new songs and old favor- 
ites and getting plenty out of all, 
especially “Cottage For Sale,’ which 
was the show stopper of the lot. 

Senator Murphy was another 
valuable aid to the comedy division 
with his typical monolog on prohi- 
bition as well as other fads and 
foibles of the hour. Murphy’s talk 
tickled and set the monologist for 
a solid hit. 

“Porcelain Romance,” picturesque 
dance offering enlisting three men 
and three women, made a classy 
closer. The flash is a splendid build 
up for the adagio foursome with two 
other girls dressing and harmoniz- 
ing while the dancers are doing 
their stuff. Neatly costumed and 
well mounted. Edba. 


MILLION DOLLAR 


(Vaudfilm) 


Los Angeles, May 8. 

Evidence of the local demand for 
vaudeville was emphasized _ this 
week when this house, seating 
2,500, cashed in on a full house for 
its second show opening night of 
the new bill. They came to see five 
acts which would fit as openers on 
any circuit. The theatre, however, 
being a first (when they can get it) 
and second-run house, puts its film 
attractions in top position and lets 
the vaude speak for itself. This 
week it was “Honey” (Par), news- 
reel, trailer and 60 minutes of stage. 

Show _ started with DePinas, 
troupe of four tumblers who go into 
action with risley work. It was 
okay with the gallery, filled with 
high school shieks and shebas, who 
generally pick the week-end nights 
to make whoopee in a theatre. 

June and Bud followed, doing 
taps. Couple showed some class in 
selling their wares. Trey spot 
brought on Niles Marsh, female im- 
personator, who reveals his sex at 
the beginning. The boy did all 
right. 

Next-to-closing marked the re- 
turn of the Four Covans. Act has 
been a permanent fixture in local 
vaude circles. It’s a mixed quartet 
of colored hoofers who know how. 
Finale was labeled “The Harpists.” 
Opens with seven gals, whose looks 
were killed by poor lighting. Sev- 
eral classical numbers were res- 
cued by a Spanish songbird, Do- 
lores Lopez, who was followed by 
Everts and Lowry, recently of Fan- 
chon-Marco units, who wowed with 
ballroom dancing. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

A late shift in bookings gave this 
house the A. B. Marcus revue, 
“Youth and Beauty,” which was 
originally slated to go in Fox’s 
Brooklyn this week. With the Mar- 
cus revue running to almost an hour 
and Fox’s “High Society Blues,” 
feature, running to 100 minutes, the 
Academy this week has one of the 
longest running bills in a long time. 
Entire bill takes in about three 
hours and a half. Vaude, only three 
acts, including the long-running 
Marcus revue, used up 80 minutes. 

Gus and Will, dancers, were only 
so-so. This type of act would have 
been better in deuce than opening, 
but at this house it was necessary 
for them to open. Mute hoofing duo, 
starting with duo tap work. Later 
go to straight tumbling and comedy 
acrobatics. 

Frances Arms was forced to make 
a curtain speech, begging off be- 
cause there was no time for more. 
Did imitations of a Yiddisher flap- 
pe:, Italian and Irish femme. Closed 
with a souse number, which was 
liked best. Her manner of delivery, 
making herself right at home with 
the audience, was a large factor in 
putting her across. 

Marcus revue is cleverly framed, 
and the cast, about 40, is expensive- 
ly costumed. It appeals to the phys- 
ical sense, but intrinsically it con- 
tains little. There is barely any 
genuine vaude entertainment, ex- 
cept, perhaps, some corking hoofing 
delivered by a young chap, probably 
Elmer Coudy, who is given oke leg- 








Tucker making her first} 


acrobatics, | few proving unfunny. 


girl | in 


mania support by a shapely femme, 
probably Dorothy Coudy. Otherwise 
it is one long parade of girls in dif- 
ferent costumes. After a few of 
these it becomes irksome, and the 
audience grows restsess. They could 
chop 15 to 20 minutes. Apparently 
the girls are only poseurs, and were 
chosen simply because of their good 
looks. When it comes to ensemble 
dancing, which they are called upon 
to do frequently, they are a com- 
plete flop, and go through their rou- 
tines in the listless manner of @ 
burlesque troupe, showing no co- 
ordination whatever. 

Blackouts are fairly effective, with 
the majority getting chuckles but a 
Comedy octet 
Small chap who comedes 
this is one of the few members 
of this troupe who appears to know 
what it’s all about. Good laugh- 
getter and could be given more time 
instead of using it all with the girlie 
parades. 

One good bit was a toe dance, 
delivered by a girl somewhat heavily 
built, but remarkably light on her 
toes and adept at pirouettes and 
spins. 

Others featured beside the Coudys 
were Loon Muller, Tommy Mullaly 
and Maria Fokina, 


58TH ST. 
(Vaudfilm) 


Three acts only here,one less than 
current at the other R-K-O Proctor 
eastsider, the 86th street. As at 
the Yorkville spot the headliner is 
a@ money act, however. This is 
Rose’s Lilliputians, a revue of 25 
midgets. Not only cute and en- 
tertaining, but a turn that may 
reasonably be accorded some ca- 
pacity to arouse curiosity. Lobby 
plastered with interesting publicity 
stills. 

Audbrey Wykoff and Co. have 
the same turn that has been around 
under the name “Three Genera- 
tions.” It’s billing explains ever- 
thing. Girl dancer is the daughter 





was oke. 


and grand-daughter of the two 
older male hoofers. Fast and on 
the supposed family relationship 


good vaudeville. 

Jerry Smith and Marie Hart pre- 
sent a skit with special scenery. 
It’s a type of vaudeville of which 
there is a diminishing supply al- 
though the usefulness as a variant 
from the more slapstick methods 
is evident. Not that Miss Hart is 
a comediene of any overwhelming 
sublety. She makes her points aud- 
ible to the last row, and she makes 
them with seasoned trouper cer- 
tainty. 

Same feature, “Fu Manchu” (Par) 
as at the 86th street. Ditto on 
“Songs of Mother” short. During the 
latter the sound reproduction was 
ver’ faulty the second show Satur- 
day. House won a ribbon or some- 
thing last season for haviing per- 
fect reproduction. Land. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 
(Vaudfilm) 


This week’s drawing must be ac- 
complished by the stage, that de- 
partment having Maurice Schwartz 
as its possible attraction. Feature 
talker is Radio’s “Alias French 
Gertie.” 

The Albee should be a strategic 
spot for Schwartz. Following in 
Brooklyn for the Yiddish dramatic 
star is reported large, and if that 
drawing is done, those who get seats 
far enough in front to hear the 
dialog should be satisfied. Schwartz’ 
Shylock was hardly built for thea- 
tres as large as the Albee. Here his 
lines were clear to the first half of 
the orchestra, indistinct further 
back and in the distant ares main- 
ly half an hour of pantomime. 

Bill is in reverse, opening on full 
stage and closing in “one.” An 
example of bad spotting that ran 
two piano-singing turns consecu- 
tively, didn’t help a bit, while one 
of these two, Club Abbey Croonaders 
(New Acts), never reaches the class 
of good vaude. It was the single 
flop turn on the five-act show. 

Don Lee and Louise and Co., 
dance flash, opener. Good looking, 
with some fair enough talent and a 
better than average idea of pro- 
duction. A flash like this makes all 
the bad ones look so much worse. 
Abbey quartet, musical, No. 2. 

Edith Evans and Ray Mayer, one 
of vaude’s sock mixed teams, socked 
as usual in the mid-spot, never fail- 
ing except at the start when the 
crowd saw another piano coming on 
and didn’t warm immediately. 
Mayer’s piano work and mugging 
is hard to resist, however, and so 
are the vocal slants from Miss 
Evans, a dresser and singer with 
little competish in either line in 
vaude. Miss Evans is remindful of 
Ruth Etting. 

Schwartz and his big set were 
next-to-close, the bill ending with 
Fritz and Jean Hubert the brother- 
sister knockabout combination. 
This is a smash act all the way and 
double at the finish when the girl 
reveals her sex. As far as anyone 
not having seen the act before is 
concerned she’s a boy up to then 
and taking as much punishment in 
falls as her brother. Something like 
this could have been used earlier 
on the show for speed might have 
quickened the pace up ahead. Well 
spotted bills around New York are 
becoming as rare as Ouija boards 

Business very weak pe aft. 

- ge. 











STATE-LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, May 10. 

It must be pretty heartbreaking 
for the performers at this house 
to see themselves almost ignored 
by the R-K-O press department. 
This house is established in this 
town as a vaude spot primarily. 
Pictures are secondary, with the 
repeatedly getting inferior 
product, mainly Publix-B. & K. re- 
fusals. State-Lake gets some ex- 
cellent vaude names, names that are 
unmistakable draws; yet the press- 
men week after week spread in the 
dailies about the flicker, and leave | 
the vaude angle to shift for itself. 

Two big names on the good bill 
this week, and both solid socks. 

Karyl Norman comes back from 
Australia and get a reception on 
his first appearance in many months 
and two encores. Routine the same 
as ever, over big. 

Sylvia Clark, the other name, was 
also big, but was also tired, refus- 
ing an encore and cutting two num- 
bers from her regular character- 
portraits routine. 

Rexola Bros. opened in full with 
a nifty skating turn. Joe E. Stanley 
and company, company being three 
girls, followed in full, making it 
rather tough backstage. Some fair 
comedy talk and some nice hoofing 
from the tall femme, 

Block and Sully have some great 
material, and sold it nicely to this 
afternoon crowd. Have _ smooth, 
easy delivery that can’t miss. Kary] 
Norma and Sylvia Clark followed 
in order. “Lights and Shadows,” 
nine-person dancing act, closed. 
Turn delivered every type of danc- 
ing, and made a fine flash. Opens 
with silhouette stepping on a Mis- 
sissippi levee; then some Colonial 
and ballet dancing, some good tap, 
acrobatics, Oriental adagio, mixed 
with plain and fancy tumbling. 

“Murder Will Out” (FN) feature. 
Business only fair. Loop. 


house 





JEFFERSON 
(Vaudfilm) 


For this type of neighborhood a 
fair but far from a strong show. 
Lineup of six acts represent plenty 
of variety, material running from 
elephant stunts to skits. Good 
flavoring of comedy will please fans 
after in, but in lineup there’s noth- 
ing to draw especially. Headlining 
acts given mazda credits are May 
Usher, Irvin O’Dunn and Maud 
Henry’s Elephants. How the pachy- 
derm attraction happened to get 
this billing is a question. Manage- 
ment must figure that type of act 
will draw around here. 

Feature on screen “Return of Dr. ; 
Fu Manchu” (Par), sequel to! 
“Mysterious Dr. Fu Manchu” and. 
likely to inveig': « bit of coin in 
Jeff's b. o. 

Vaude opened by Garry Owen and 
Salesladies (New Acts), saved from 
crumbling by two specialty dan- 
cers, both specializing in acrobatic. 
A five-people turn done as a flash, 
but without much flash. 

Herman Berrens, who has been 
around for yeahs and yeahs has a 
three-people hoke piano turn that 
limps miost of the way, some of the 
material suffering badly. Berrens 
stayed on 17 minutes Saturday 
afternoon, long for an act of his 
type. Fact that it moves slowly, 
stalling around a lot where it should 
zip is partly responsible. 

Smith, Gardner and Co. (New 
Acts) a four-people offering doing 
“Waiting At the Church,” recently 
played by Miller, Velie and Co. 
Worthwhile neighborhood act, nicely 
staged and played. Contains enough 
good laughs and novel situations to 
prove serviceable anywhere. 

Starting the second half of the 
layout of six, Irvin O’Dunn scored 
nicely but only after dogged efforts 
to get his gags across. When he 
saw that they were apparently not 
registering, he tried another 
method, finally winning out. O’Dunn 
has a free and easy style. He is too 
clever a performer for the material 
he has here. Over nicely, Mary 
Daye assisting capably. 

May Usher stayed for only il 
minutes on the second show, doing 
three numbers and calling it quits. 
She didn’t get over as strongly as 
usual, which is strange in view of 
the class of patronage here. Crowd 
ought to go for Miss Usher's type 
of stuff, always well sold and with 
enough Yiddish dialect comedy to 
be meat most anywhere. 

Closing, Maud Henry’s Elephant’s, 
baby pachyderms working on the 
style of the Weir bunch. Walking 
over trainer, one-step by the small- 
est of trio, drunk bit and the 
shimmy all gathered the laughs, 
putting act over. Well behaved 
animals working with alacrity. 

Jeff formerly played seven acts. 
That was the same number offered 
as a general rule at the Academy, 
its big opposition on 14th street. 
Now both are apparently satisfied 
to try for biz with show of only six 


turns. Considering features, news- 
reel and filler, that should be 
enough, 


Newsreel as usual Pathe Sound 
News. Business at second Saturday 


—_—e_eeoo—ro———eoaooooo 
PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 

Chicago, May 10. 

Three centipedes could have 
counted this house on their toes, 
opening matinee. Therefore Olsen 
and Johnson, whose psychology de- 
mands a substantial audience, were 
not the customary riot, but in the 
riot neighborhood, closing the show. 

The bill, a seven-act arrangemenz, 
is another example of just hanging 
on until this house goes vaudfilm, 
when there will be much revamping 
for a five act $6,000 layout. 

Among the booking office don'ts, 
they could in the future include not 
booking Loma Worth and Anna Sey- 
mour on the same bill (within two 
acts of each other), and likewise 
Jack Pepper and Olsen and John- 
son. 

The opening layout had five acts 
preceding recess and two after- 
wards, the O-J unit, as mentioned, 
tlusing with 40 minutes of comedy. 
It was an all-male show after in- 
termission, which doesn’t need fur- 
ther comment. 

Opening, the Six American Bel- 
fords and their unusual risley, with 
double tosses and catches, gave the 
small audience a chance to warm 
up. A fast eight minutes. Loma 
Worth, in the deuce, got started 
slowly, with her dark opening. The 
feminine Boyd Senter overworked 
five minutes, anti-climaxing an act 
which, following the Belfords, could 
have gone big on mere contrast of 
novelty. 

Jack Pepper crooned two num- 
bers, and Paul Garner interrupted, 
as billed, at the little piano. Their 
sailor suits and one’s long hair are 
very funny. 

Deno and Rochelle, following the 
southern slapstickers,; are the sort 
of art Palace audiences have always 
liked, and although Helen Manning’s 
songs and dances are not amazing, 
she paces the act, helped by the un- 
billed pianist. The whirlwind rack- 
eteer dance was the proper finish. 

Anna Seymour followed, with an 
unbilled man partner and pianist. 
Miss Seymour is a charming sales- 
woman. She stopped the show, but 
she wasn’t giving them their money’s 
worth. Her dumb girl at the base- 
ball game is older than the Palace 
around here. Partner's soft-tap 
dance while she changes costume 
was a quiet spot and pretty long. 

Intermission, Pathe News, an@ 
then the first punch since the open- 
ing act in Bob Ripa, the boy juggler. 
This lad’s amazing repertoire with 
balls, sticks and horns defies be- 
lief. Working alone, before a black 
drop in “full,” his youthful person- 
ality is set off well, and an asset. He 
shows the old-timers how it’s done, 

Then Olson and Johnson, using 
Jack Pepper, their nine or 10 extra 
men, including Moore and Child, 
and two girls, for a series of up- 
roarious blackouts, gun shots, ex- 
wlosions and affrights, challenging 
everything but the St. Valentine 
Day massacre. 

Need business be mentioned? 


RKO 


(Vaudfilm) 


Los Angeles, May 8. 

It’s funny about opening and close 
ing acts. Or maybe it isn’t funny. 

Once there was a novitiate re 
viewer who panned a smali-time 
acrobatic opener. He just said it 
wasn’t any good, which is a pan 
any way you look at it. Later an 
agent spoke to the reviewer. He 
told him he ought to be ashamed of 
himself for picking on an opening 
act, especially when it was full of 
acrobats. 

“Do you know,” he asked, “that 
those poor guys have to train for 
years before they can do those 
things?” 

“They weren't any good,” retorted 
the neophyte stoutly. I don’t care if 
they train 100 years. If they're still 
térrible after 100 years, it is my 
duty to say so. I have my public to 
think of, like Louella Parsons. If I 
say a poor act is good, just because 
the act is full of acrobats, I am be- 
traying that great public.” 

“Were you ever an actor?” asked 
the agent, rather accusingly. 

“No,” said the young reviewer. 
“Why ?” 

“Oh, nothing,” said the agent, 
mumbling “public” under his breath 
several times. 

As time wore on the reviewer 
slowly absorbed the ethics of show 
business. When an opening act or 
closing act was lousy, he just men- 
tioned that the act opened or closed 
the bill. He fell in line with the 
great unwritten code of show busi- 
ness: “Never pan an _ acrobat. 
Sometimes he became what is 
known in the trade as “daring,” and 
reported that the act played to 
aisles full of backs. 

Opening and closing acts took on 
a mystic protective covering of an- 
other world. They were strange 
creatures, such as might be found 
on the moon or stars. Nobody knew 
where they lived or what they did 
with their spare time. There were 
rumors that they knitted beaded 
bags between shows. _ 

On the RKO bill this week is Tom 
Lomas and Co., a novelty stilt act 
that has played everywhere. It’s a 
good act in any house, but to some 
it carries that mystic aura. What 





performance considerably off, only 
about a half a house in evidence. 





Char. 


does it do nights? 
Tom Lomas is an Englishman. 
(Continued on page 53) 
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EVA TANGUAY (1). 

ngs 
oe 'dline.; Full (Special) 
B8th St. (V-P) 

Eva Tanguay has made a suc- 
eessful comeback in vaude after an 
absence of three years. 

For the return Miss Tanguay has 
a batch of new songs, typical Tan- 
guay numbers which she sing-talks 
across with remarkable vivacity. 

That Miss Tanguay’s popularity 
#s perennial cannot be doubted after 
the reception accorded her on show- 
ing date at this neighborhood. 


THE BERKOFFS (9) 
Dancing 

15 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace (St. Vaude) 

Berkoffs (3) have been around for 
some time. They formerly had a 
seven-people act and more lately 
worked as a trio. New act is one 
of the fastest dance flashes in 
vaude and merits wide booking, 
with important spotting. 

Very difficult routines, speedily 
executed, figure in the new act, these 
including specialties by the Berkoffs 





With male pianist accompanying 


ghe comes on and plants “Back Do- 
ing Business at the Same ola 
Stand,” lyrical explanation of how 
waude tried to lose her, but she 
wouldn’t be _ lost. “Personality 
makes a good follow up. Off for a 


Tanguay returned in 
gorgeous feather costume for Mae 
West, Texas and Me,’ a comedy 
plaint about the mob dubbing them 
“the unholy three.” “She Gets Away 


change, Miss 


With Murder,” and “You've Got to 
Give Me Credit” rounded out the 


song repertoire with the Tanguay 
classic “I Don’t Care” for encore. 

Although not the tempestuous 
Sambo girl of other days, Miss Tan- 
guay still retains plenty of zip and 
good sense of showmanship that 
should still keep her around. 

The mob went heavy for Tanguay 


in trey at this house Friday night 
and it looks like she’s set for plenty 
Edba. 


more rounds of the circuits 


HAVANA ROYAL ORCH. (13) 
Band, Songs and Dances 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Probably a follow up on Azpiazu’s 
Havana Orchestra, which R-K-O 
imported from Havana, and an at- 


tempt to cash in on some of the 
publicity accorded Azpiazu’s act. 
Even so, this turn will get by in 


the majority of places easily. Plenty 
pep, an exotic air and good special- 
ties put it over. 

A 10-piece band supplies the in- 
etrumentation in fine style. Act 
would go much better-if the band 
were permitted to render more spe- 
cialty instrumentation, and of their 
native type instead of this country’s. 
As is, they open with a familiar 
Havana air and thereafter act as 
accompaniment for the dancers and 
the singer. 

Former, a mixed couple, bring the 
Spanish atmosphere into the act 
with an Argentine tango. soy is 
tall and lean and girl a small, fiery 
brunette. Both know their stuff 
and ankled a good-looking tango. 

szater they followed this up with a 
stomping dance, working individ- 
ually, which, although it looked like 
a Mex dance, might be the Charles- 
ton of Havana. 

A baritone delivers two numbers 
in Spanish. Has a powerful voice. 
First number is appealing, even 
though not understandable, but sec- 
ond number is somewhat weak in 
melody. Voice puts both songs over 
in good order. 

3and closes with “Tiger Rag” aft- 
€r an announcement of imitation of 
an American jazz band. Would be 
better if they used that, really their 
only specialty beside the opening 
number, by substituting a native 
dance tune. 

Strong here. 





SMITH, GARDNER @& CO. (4) 
“Waiting at the Church” (Comedy) 
20 Mins.; Three (Special) 

Jefferson (V-P) 

Satisfying skit built around a 
novel idea and set off by enough 
laughs and song numbers to render 
it a pleaser for average neighbor- 
hoods. Skit under same title was 
done recently by Harry Miller and 
Jay Velie, with Audrey Berry and 
Claire Nolte assisting. New people 
are Loring Smith and Bert Gardner, 
with Bee Prager and Dolores Hart 
the two girls. 

Material unchanged with girl 
disappointed at church by absent 
bridegroom-to-be and man show- 
ing up with same disappointment 
over bride. They are finally brought 


together, comedy material of fair 
value figuring in the scheme of 
things. 


“Waiting at the Church” is well 
flayed by the new cast. Smith and 
Gardner on the male end work with 
pleasing freedom and the two gals 
also do well. Both are lookers. 

Was on third here and at the 
second Saturday show over nicely. 

Char. 
CLUB ABBEY CROONADERS (4) 
Musical 
12 Mins.; One 
Albee, Brooklyn 

Four boys using the name of the 
Club Abbey, Times Square cabaret, 
and probably from the show there. 
Possible cabaret ability notwith- 
Standing, they do a barely passable 
vVaule act. 

Croonaders are nice looking and 
well dressed boys, one at the piano 
and the others playing string in- 
Struments. There is singing along 
the way and a “dancing” finish 
That finish, performed by all but 
the lad at the piano, is awful; 100% 
faked and not well enough to fool 
anybody. At the Albee first show 
the pit orchestra lost count and the 
end fell flat, but nothing to the 
“dancing” up to then’ indicated it 
would finish okay with the best ac- 
companiment in the world. 

30Vs are not a departure in style 
nor is the Croonaders title new fo 
this type of act. Bige. 


and numbers 





| possibly by addition of comedy, the 


| GEORGIE WOOD and Co. (2) 
“Half a Clown” (comedy) 
19 Mins.; Parlor | 
Palladium, London 

London, May 3 
! Wee Georgie Wood can do things 
on the stage that on one else can. 
,He can utilize a hackneyed melo- 





| dramatic situation, plaster it with 
pathos, kid the life out of it and | 
make you like it. | 


In his newest sketch he is known 
as Arfie, the abbreviation for half a 


clown. 








Academy (V-P). 


by the ensemble of Georgie is a diminutive own it 
| Six. Louis and Freda Berkoff (their a traveling circus rhe 
| former billing) feature Russiar “ # are pas sr th 
}dancing of a whirlwind nature wit fa we y wi V ¢ 
plenty of difficult stepping involved ex O*' W n } dc ' ‘ 
ifor individual hands Freda is a ‘ a es nt« the 
|short, pony type, but that fails to | Ge e afte it rhe | s 
deter her the slightest on speed i D« ( throw hin < Vv 
Same is true of Louis, also short of ; W ioW appears 
Stature and the other Berkoff (;er- pl ] 
itrude), whose specialties include | Mo! = i Georg \ 
capitally executed Russian toe explains that the ow né ‘ t 
steps and other difficult routines. circus had told him some day he 
A fast pact d buck and wing sin might discover his wealthy parents, 
| gle is among the highlights. The | and meantime gave him a ¢old 
| ensemble is there for high enter- locket, and he also had an identif 
tainment value as well as flash and | ing mole on his body. 
|}looks. Their two numbers involve By this time you are not at all 
icleverly staged and somewhat dif- 'Surprised to hear the widow stat 
| ficult routines, girls doing splits | that some years ago she lost a child 
Jana acrobatics to put their stuff But here is where Georgie fools 
across. They meet the assignment | you He brings out the locket, and 
nicely. Six are girls of rather pleas- so forth, and you begin to groan 
ling build and making fine appear- | over the impending agony of havin: 
ances Their work is marked wit} to listen to the widow mother find 
the same effective speed as the|ing her long-lost cl ild whet t} 
Berkoff specialties, | widow casually remarks the child 
Played third at Saturday matinee ‘she lost was a girl, and it died, and 
land over very strong. Char. | the thing finishes with Georgie 
a ee going back to the circus. Before 
| he goes, however, he sings pathet 
| G. OWEN and SALESLADIES (5) | ically, also a parody number and 
| Singing, Dancing | does a ventriloquial stunt. 
113 Mins. One and Two (Special) | As remarked, nobody but Geofgie 
| Jefferson (V-P) | could get away with it. Jolo. 
Novel background and idea for} == «© ~~ a 
this act, but material weak, three yan De VELDE Troupe (4) 
specialty dancers doing outstand- | Equilibrists 
ing work saving the, day. %. nless | g Mins.; Four 
strengthened by other routines or | 
| 
| 


act will have to depend for effect 
almost entirely on his three dancers. 
As is, rates the lesser neighborhoods. 

Drop in “one” suggests entrances 
to four well known department 
stores (some free advertising here), 
with four girls introduced as sales- 


ladies. Owen himself does two 
numbers with one girl, playing 


banjo himself, but is let down mild- 
ly, his team-mate not scoring right. 





A tap number on toes in the form 
of buck and wing and the acrobatic 
dances by the other two girls are 
good. Merited nice hands when 
caught and proved largely respon- 
sible for act's moderate success 
when. caught. 

Act not handsomely nor attrac- 
tively built. Two special drops 
| carried to lend the department store 
atmosphere are olios that fail to 
lend the desired flash. 

Opened show here. Char. 
CHARLIE MELSON 
Songs and Comedy 
20 Mins.; One 
R-K-O Proctor’s, Newark (V-P) 

In addition to his own spot 


Charlie Meison is acting as m. ¢. 
for the acts, and does it in his usual 
classy style. He also does a black- 
out with Irmanette. 

In his own act Melson sings a 
personal song and then a pop. He 
follows with kidding himself as an 
orchestra leader and does coi-..edy 
with the band, also playing on a 
clarinet. 

An usher interrupts with a bunch 
of letters. When Charlie asks why 
the letters have been opened, the 
usher replies: “R-K-O Service, Sir.” 

Charlie gets many laughs from 
the gag letters, not sparing gener- 
ous kidding of himself. He brings 
Irmanette in for a duet with much 
business, and closes with a smash- 
ing rendition of “The Spell of the 
Blues.” 

Melson is good all the way and his 
singing is especially fine. He puts 
over his patter in the songs with 
astonishing sincerity and has them 
eating out of his hand. If Melson 
gives up m.c’ing there is no question 
of his possibilities as a vaude single. 
Charlie got a big reception, which 
he characteristically killed to an- 
nounce the next act. Austin. 





RITA SHIRLEY 
Songs 

12 Mins.; One 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Just about 10 years ago, Miss 
Shirley was first caught as a single 
by Variety. Although she is work- 
ing along different lines today, her 
turn has essentially the same faults 
as when last caught long ago. She 
has personality, is an oke looker 
and although her voice somewhat 
light, she is versed in the art of 
delivery, but all this is wasted on 
her material. Will get nowhere wit} 





present routine. 

Opening song, about being “glad 
ithat I'm not a picture star,” razzed 
all the femme film stars playing | 
vaude because their pianists intro- 
duce them in an identical manner 
In the song she mentions Lita Grey 
| Chaplin Estelle Tevlor and Esther: 
Ralston and gives them all the razz 
Song means nothing in itself and 
razzing fellow performers will get 
; her nowhere. 
| Goes to a sob tune, “Won Me and 
| Lost Me,” with a sob recitation ir 
| terpolated and winds up with a 


} comedy number, 


A foursome apparently of foreign 
make-up with a man and woman 
doing most of the balancing. This 
pair open playing violins to fool the 
audience for the shift to hand to 
hand and head to head work that 
follows. A pleasing turn of its kind 
but nothing new nor sensational. 

The violin girl is a hard worker 
and in a brief routine of ground 
acrobatics showed skill. She 
does the stand out work as a 
mounter doing some barrel 
gling with her feet in the 
manner. 

One man fills in mainly as a prop 
handler with the other woman tak- 
|ing her turn as an understander. 
| Mark. 


top 
jug- 
Japan- 
ese 


Incorporations 
New York 


United Trailer 
Manhattan; deal 
advertising films, 
subjects: $25,000. 

Wal Cliffe Pool, Inc., Elmont: gen 
eral amusement, recreation, exhibition; 
120 shares no par value. Milton H. 
Hinchcliffe, Wilbert Hinchcliffe, William 
Cc. Waldron. 

Copia Realty Corp., New York; realty, 
general theatre proprietors and  pru- 
ducers; 200 shares ‘no par value. Simon 
H. Fabian, Samuel Rosen, Jacob Fabian. 

Floating Amusements, Inc., Manhattan; 


in motion picture trail- 
motion picture 


ers, 


conduct amusement places and enter- 
tainments; $75,000. Robert C. Kaiser, 
Mark Hyams, John T. Triglia. 


Manhattan; 
$3,- 
Anna Wein- 


Merlin Amusement Corp., 
conduct public amusement resorts; 
000. Abraham Weinstein, 
stein, Jeanette Merline. 

Projector-Tone Co., Inec., Manhattan; 
deal in motion and talking picture sup- 
plies of all kinds; 100 shares no par 
value, 

Beatrice Play Co., Inc., Manhattan; 
deal in plays and motion pictures; 100 
shares no par value. David Freedman, 
Beatrice Freedman, Israel Freedman, 

Autocinema Corp., New York; deal in 
supplies and equipment for talking and 
motion pictures; 6,200 shares—266 pre- 
ferred $100 and 6,000 no par value 
George F. Mattuck, Stanley M. Dorman, 
Moe Levy. 

Hamilton Sound Engineering Co., Inc., 
New York; deal in talking and sound 
equipment and all other devices for talk- 
ing and motion pictures; $10,000. 

Tiffany Music Co., Imc., Manhattan; 
compose songs, dramatic compositions, 
produce theatrical entertainments; 100 
shares no par value. 

The Satirists, Inmc., New York; con- 
duct theatrical enterprises of all kinds; 
125 shares no par value. George Vivian, 
| Arthur Hartley, Florenz Ames 
Thornton Theatres, Inc., Saugerties 
deal in theatrical amusements of ail 
kinds; 200 shares no par value. Thomas 
H. McManus, Walter A. Lynch, Edward 
J. McGoldrick, Jr. 

Change of Capital 

Hi-Lo Amusement, Inc., 
$3,500—$5,000. Filed by § 
$70 Seventh avenue, New York 

Heights Theatres, Ine., Manhattan 
| $200,000 changed to 2,000 shares no par 
value, 





York 


Levene, 


New 


Statement and Designation 
j Bonyea RKeall Productions, Ine., De! 
|; preduce plays and entertainment of al 
kinds; New York office 113 West 42d 
street, New York; F. Herendeer vice 
president; 200 shares no par value. 
Dissolutions 

Cort Amosement Co., Ine Filed t 
Haring & Biumenthal 1440 Broadwa 
New York 


Nut Club Changes 

Grove Nut Club ha 
hanged its floor personnel and en 
brand of 


Village 


'gyaged a new entertainer 


Lou Dolgoff, however, remains ;< 
m.c 

In the new song crew are the 
Eton boys from vaude who replace 


’ 

the Hauser boys who had been dow: 
most of the 
Clifton in charg: f 


winter 


| Leon E 


also 


Service Incorporation, | 


——— 





‘chap supposedly delivering from the 


(Continued from page 52) 
He travels with his wife and carries 
six assistants in the troupe. His 
wife hasn’t been feeling very well 
lately, but she’s working So Tom | 
persuaded her aunt to travel with 
the act-and take care of her. 


Tom recently hurt his shoulder in 
an automobile accident. A doctor 


put an aluminum cast on it, sup- 
porting the arm crooked in midair 
Tom looked like he was about to 
put his arr around someone every 
ed down the street taxi 
l 1 < é r < 
I “W it 
ne , p . pat « r 
( é \ é 
Wi Ar s ff, Tom is 
He bik wood S 
He \ See i 
s I 
i¢ t ¢ ol 
I back t« 
kit } < He na 11S 
wit ’ ) s s e friends 
here nd ey'll remark tl the 
1 nt f or external pplica 
ions oF it etes 
Te m ! nel in re opi! 1 
or everything ins air ‘ stence o 
humans on eat ] u mx te Ey 
ish way he convey the helief ha 
‘ i 1 take t fit He eniovs 
‘ I ‘ < ‘ fi; Nex 
0 ( ! pe f Le ¢ ‘ 
t I ‘ 
H ne a ‘ 
0 FS j H clare ( l 
pabl : Withir . a ‘ of 
m bition 
In other words, Tom is a normal 
guy Much more norn than the 
average normal guy 
Start meeting these openers and 
clo ers. They're the family men of 
show business. They have both feet 
on the ground and a bank book in 


the mitt. 
After Lomas on the four-act Coast 


unit this week is Tyler Mason, a 
| blackface _ single. One of those 
i singles who entertains nicely while 
lhe’s on. A reliable deucer. Then 
| Sully and Thomas, comic and girl 
, With much varied material. The act 
| grows better with progress, finish- 
ing with a corking radio bit an- 


nounced as from some previous issue 


of “Vanities.” It’s not a sensational 
week for comedy at the RKO, but 
it'll get along. 

Closing is Natacha Nattova, fea- 
tured in the unit with three male 
assistants. Miss Nattova was among 
| the first, if not the first, to present 
quartet adagio, and has dressed it 
novelly as an interpretation of the 


machine age. This number is from 
John Murray Anderson's “Almanac,” 


and highlights an enjoyable act 
| Before this routine is a dance of 
|death, also presented cleverly in| 


adagio. 

On the screen is “He 
en” (Radio). And 
afternoon was nice. 


Knew Wom 
trade Thursday 


Only a philosopher could open or 
| close a bill, by the way Bang. 
86TH ST. 
(Vaudfilm) 
i; Business’ very poor Saturday 
| afternoon in the east side neigh- 


borhoods as witness this house and 
its 58th Street sister. Only a hand- 
ful at each house. Telling the story 
of spring’s hoodoo at the paybox. 

Only four acts at the 86th Street, 
but one of them the “Ingenues” girl 
band which must figure around $3,- 
500 made a strong climax to a nice 
bill that ran Four Phillips, Bayes 
and Speck, Chamberlin and Himes 
and the girls. 

Four Phillips is excellent 
opener of equilibrism. jayes and 
Speck are two boys who rattle off 
their puns in the venerable vaude- 
ville fashion of yesteryear, rapidly 
and without any connection one to 
the other. It’s “he said” and “she 
said” and “why is” from start to 
finish. Of their type and in their 
department they have a facile com- 
petence. 

Chamberlin and Himes provided 
their customary brisk seven min- 
utes. Will Gilroy's organ—sing a 
feature here, a Pathe short. “Songs 
of Mother” apropos Mother's Sun- 
day, and Paramount's “Fu Manchu” 
completed the four bits worth. 


an 











screen, wherein he is pictured, and 


| the smaller from the orchestra. 

Drift to hoke crossfire, the smaller 
using Dutch dialect and the other 
playing straight. For finish, they 
| flast old reel of a Charlie Chap- 
lin comedy, with the smaller chap 
directing Charlie’s actions from the 
stare, 

Chamberlain and Earle, mixed 
comedy couple, began at a walk but 

ame in on the run. Start with 
de girl } violin, straight, 

the ging the viola. 

i +” if 
| ‘ ‘ Sq 
d 

2 4 Ww 
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HIPPODROME 
(Vaudfilm) 

i é i ihe week is the ¢ 
Columbia picture in pre-release on 
the new product deal, supplemented 
by a better-than-average specialty 


bill—better in blending than in gen- 
é 1 quality, for it grades only me- 
dium in merit. Picture is “Soldiers 
and Women,” 0. k. program material 
ie Hippodrome grade of clien- 
¢ put ans draw names 

busine at Saturday afternoon 
é below ecent 
eal hort « if 

| I ( rhe li nangeal 
\ ! Six, bicycle turn, mixed 
nen hd women and a good flash, 
opened Jack Le Vier, working in 
one and capital number for the 
No. 2 spot, Serviceable turn this 
for such a location, Traps just 
the peg to hang LavVier’s cheerful 
| clowning upon. Talk and mugging 
; turn the laugh trick for him. Just 
the one final trick of balancing a 
rocking chair on the bar is all he 
needs for the finish, with a quick 
drop into a foothold for the get- 
away Rest is packed with gig- 
gles. Girl assistant helps to pace 


the routine with 
/ to dress the stage. 
Eddie Foley and Lea Letour No. 
3 served fairly well. Formula mixec 
team of singers and fire we 
tertainers. Song numbers are the 
best, pair handling lyrics neatly and 


interruptions and 


cross 


having agreeable enough voices. 
sSut the talk of the man, mostly 
puns, is addressed strictly to the 
| neighborhooders, He makes it sound 
| worth more than it really merits. 
| Couple fake a little dancing, using 
judgment here in not trying too 
much and woman makes three cos- 
tume changes, 


Four Peaches and a Jay (New 
Acts), dance flash with talent, 
spoiled by terrible dressing and 


utter lack of showmanly routining. 
Wilson Bros. are the living monu- 
to the permanence of the 
, rand old hoke. They never miss 
| before an audience like this. Sat- 
} 


ment 


urday afternoon next to closing a 
typical small time bill they mopped 
|; up completely with “Dutch” dialect 
| tangled talk, bit of yodeling and a 
| flavoring of parodies which were 
all just as serviceable at the Hip- 
podrome as they were 20 years ago 
at Pastors and will be another two 
decades hence when New York is 
| & two-story town with a population 
| to shudder at. They did an encore, 
took a series of bends and then 
made a couple of speeches, 

Charles Bennington and his New 
York Newsboys Harmonica Band 
made a fair number for the closing 
position, Rush. 


81ST STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

Flash, pep and comedy vie for 
supremacy on the first half bill here. 
Four acts instead of the customary 
five due to the feature “Return of 
Dr. Fu Manchu,” (Par) running 
overtime. Biz terrible Saturday 
afternoon. Beach weather too much 
opposish and house three quarters 
empty. 

Mann, Bradford and Van Alst, 
two fellows and girl, pacemade to 
satisfactory returns with a classy 
dance offering giving each an op- 





Land. portunity to display individuaility 
LINCOLN SQ. lin solo work when not trioing the 
|numbers. Trio go for acrobatic 
(Vaudfilm) dancing and do it well. 
Once in awhile, although none too Corinne Tilton, singing comedi- 
| frequently, a good all-around bill! enne, followed and clicked in a song 
hits this house, Four out of five|cycle, mostly specials and giving 
of the acts here were a strong com-|the delineator ample opportunity to 
| bination, the only weak spot being! display versatility in the character 
the deuce, filled by Rita Shirley stuff. Four numbers, interspersed 
| (New Acts). Vaude ran to 70 min-! with comedy gab and with the 
| utes, which is about 15 minutes! tough gal number “Pride of Wool- 
'more than customarily given over | worth’s” a gem for laughs. 
to stage entertainment here, Metro's Herb Williams, toplining, spotted 
Montana Moon featured, drew aj\his usual in next niche and kept 
good house for the matinee Satur- | them rolling with laughter. Williams’ 
day. |hick make-up and costume got 
/ Osaki and Taki, Jap perch act,|}them from the walk on with the 
| opened It's a mixed couple, with! ensuing foolery at the piano, mak- 
|} the male supporting the pole and|ing the comic a cinch for hit of the 
the smiling Japanese girl wit} bill. Doris Ewing, attractive and 
| Jong braid of hair performing her ia pel provided an eye feast in 
feats on top of pole. Doe body | walk ons in abbreviated costumes 
| rolls around the parallel bar on top (a arget for Williams’ wisecracks, 
of pole and acrobatic routine and | Ror i Fielder and Bas Whitheld 
r nds out t balar nt herself SO appear ir ipport 
wi the pole placed ir he he ow | ( ( mag r ed 
of her t k and her bod ou land ‘ them with ] routine of 
retched oY J iné ble 
| Rita Shirl varbler ! he ke ‘ h Char!te pours 
to deliver, but hi: am che of eve e req ted fror beer 
I terja) Not oO we ere ‘ ‘ na ai ppe ink 
ole and Snyder with the fils mi 7 are « ne 
it fs ‘ were a he tre ? offered put 
‘ S rt j er ¢ v one 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (MAY 17) 
THIS WEEK (MAY 10) 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether ful! or split week 


Frank Con, > 
Henry Bergiian Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (21-28) 
6 Davillos 
Joe Laurie Jr Co 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Valencia (17) 
Sidney's Frolickers 
(Others to fi 
AKRON 
Loew's (17) 
Eddie Sheriff Co 
Jue Fong 
3edini-Howard Co 
Ruloff & Elton Rev 
ATLANTA 











PARIS 


Week of 


Cirque Medrane 


Bar li Tr 
lia & Voit 
Masu 
O' Bran 
Walter Gers 
Talias 
R Vasconcellos 
Facorys 

Empire 
Toto 
Salvador Pizarro 
Juan Gilber 
Sanchez Ferraro 4 
Leblanc Ducharm 


Tamara 

Rozens & Parthenis 
Twin 
Jonas 2 
France Nylord 
Dora Stro a 
Omar rr 


Musto 


Sis 


LONDON 
Week May 12 


FINSBURY 
Empire 
The Revue 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 


PARK 


Shop 


The Co-optimists 


PROVI 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Beauty on Parade 


Grand 
The Golden Melody 
Royal 
W Dreams Come T 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand 
WEilton Deane 


Hamilton Co 


BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Follow Thru 


CARDIFF 
Empire 
Fit 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 
Grand Op Society 
GLASGOW 
Athambra 
Symph in 2 Flats 
Empire 
Ward & Glenville 
The London 6 
Henry Hearty 
Ancaster 
The Daros 
Henry Bekker 
12 Winstanley Chil 


Ail 


May 12 


D'Acclima, 
Hor 


33 


{ Jardin 
} Sampior 
fabylas 


Lilian Sis 
Bouglione’s 
Birkender Tr 
Lids Club 
Juliette Stora 
Pierre tourdeauxX 
Pierre Michaelenko 


Elep 





Mutt & Jeff 
Guili-Guili { 
Attanasio Nap Bd | 
Don Parker Orch i 
Menus Piaisirs 
Mme Damia | 
Clara Tambour 
Missia | 
Iles & Loyal | 
J Soblom j 
Mile Hart yt 
T | 


Carrett ro 


NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Our Lads in Khaki 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Girl Friend 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
Rev de !a Folie Pure 


NCIAL 


LEEDS 
Empire 
Feathers 
Royal 
Journey's End 
IAVERPOOL 
Empire 
Mr Cinders 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
Blue Eyes 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Traffic 
NEWPORT 
Empire 
Parisian Pleasures 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
De Broy Somers Bd 
Joe Bocanny 
Skeets Martin 
Ben Said 
Blondie Hartley 
Morris & Cowley 
The Buckleys 
Royal 
Making « Man 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal 
Repertoire of Plays 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
Tune In 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
The Happy Express 
SOUTHAMPTON 


The 


Fine 





Week of Laughter 


Empire 
Lady of Camellias 





F Picture 


Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (9) 
“Enchanted For” 
Arnaunt Bros 
Louise Bave 
Hilda Butsova 
Leon Livoft 
Chester Hale Girls 
*“Divorcee” 
Paramount 
“Home Wreckers” 
Paul Ash 
O'Donnell & Blair 
B & E Newell 
6 Beverly Girls 
A & L Carr 
“Devil's Holiday” 
Roxy (9) 
“Concerto in EF” 
George Gershwin 
Chabrier 
Milo Menendez 
Angelita Lovo 
Jose Santiago 
32 Roxyettes 
“King of Jazz’’ 
CHICAGO 
Avalon (9) 
Charlie Craft's Bd 
6 Jansleys 
Betty & Garnier 
Eliz O'Donnell 
Capitol (9) 
Cookie's Bd 
Marco U 
Chicago (9) 


(8) 


"Flaps on Parade’ U 


Al Kvale Bd 

J & J McKenna 

Jules & Clark 

Cutler Sis 

Lambert Sis 

“Society Blues’ 
Granada (9) 


“Seeing Things’ U 


Joey Ross Bd 
4 Ortons 
Gibson Sis 


— Ballet 
“Gleen Goddess” 
Marbro (9) 
“Tip Toppers Rev” 
Benny Meroft Bd 
Norton & Haley 
Stanley 2 
D & H Dixon 
Helen Nafe 
Fred Evan's Ens 
“Ladies of Leisure” 
Oriental (9) 
“Aladdin's Revels” 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Stepin Fetchit 
Du Callion 
Renie Riano 
4 Cheer Leaders 
Gambarelli Girls 
“Redemption” 
Paradise 
“Rhap in Blue’ U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Talent & Merit 
Madie & Ray 
Par Singing Ens 
Lambert Ballet 


’ 


i ae 


“Vagabond King” 
Stratford 

Ist half (11-13) 

Ted Leary 

Lillian Shade 

Dorothy Douglas Co 

McGrath & Deeds 
Tivoli (9) 

“Red Rhythm” UU 

Chief Shunatona Bd 

3 Winners 

May & Oaks 

Geraldine 

Serova Girls 

“Montana Moon” 
Uptown (9) 

“Ace High’ U 

Del Delbridge Bd 


| Louise 


DETROIT 
Fischer (10) 
ntype Rey 
irl H 
Lora Hoffman 
sassiter Bros 
3 White Flashes 


Manning 


i Hit 


' Masibaum (10) 


| Fannie Brice 


Courage 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (10) 

Kane mite ° 
Al Evans 

i “Yaz pond Kin ta 

| Penn (10) 

slo R} t 

| Da ~ 

| Serge Flash 

} Jun ire 

{Small Bros 
The Divorcee” 


PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (10) 
*-Reflow Co 








Him and He 





JACK POWELL 


Appreciates the Fact That 


LONDON LIKES 


Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


Likes London | 











“Double Cross” 
Michigan (10) 
Gene Sarazan 
Johnny Farrell 
“The Texan” 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (17) 
“Rhap in Blue’ U 
Talent & Merit 
Madie & Ray 
Lambert Ballet 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (16) 
“Uniforms” Idea 
‘Movie Follies 1930 
NEWARK 
Bradford (10) 
Dude Ranch 
Benny Ross 
Jazz Lips Rich 
Burns & Kissenn 
Charlie Davis 
Gabriel Hines 
Harold Reider 
“Show Girl Holly”’ 
PHILADELPHIA 

Ferle (10) 
“Welcome Jay” 
Jay Mills 
King & King 
Nancy Kelly 
“Mammy” 

Fox (10) 
“Jazz Tempie”’ 
Wally Jackson 
Sylvia Doree 
Nora Schiller 
Gus Elmore 
Temple Dancers 





“Double Cross” 


Frid Gordon 
Bobby Carbone Co 
Rasso Co 
“Song of West" 
WASHINGTON 4 
Fox (17) 
“Jazz Temple” I 
Wally Jackson 
Sylvia Doree 
Gus HBimore 
Nora Shields 
Temple Girls 
Sunkist Girls 
Alexander Callam 
Leon Brusilofft 
Society Blues 


“Tdea in Green’ 
Born & Lawrence 
Moran & Weston 
Watts & Arminda 
Franklyn Record 
Doris Nieriy 
Alexander Callam 
Sunkist Girls 
Leon Brusiloft 
“Golden Calf’ 
Palace (17) 
“Stars of Future” 


Benny Davis 
“Hell Harbor” 
(10> 


*“Russianatics” 
Dave Appolon 
Danzi Goodell 
Betsy Reese 
Filipino Orch 
Brynes & Swanson 
Hale Girls 

“In Gay Madrid” 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (17-20) 
Prosper & Maret 
Nancy Decker 
Angus & Searle 
Barron & Bennett 
Ship Ahoy 

2d half (21-23) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Ina Hayward Co 
Smith & Hart 
Sol Brilliant Co 
Holly Collegians 


Delancey St. 

Ist half (17-20) 
Ina Hayward Co 
3 Jolly Tars 
O'Neill & Manners 
Mae Usher 
6 Davillos 
(One to fill) 

2d half egt-23) 
Raymond Pike 
Pisano & Landauer 
Milton Douglas Co 
(Three to fill) 

Fairmount 

Ist half (17-290) 
Jean Carr 
Bessie Brown 
Paul Remos Co 
Doyle. & Donnelly 
The ‘Casinos 





Louis Armstrong 
Jed Dooley 
Stanley Bros 
Charlotte Ayres 
Jean Myrio 4 
Dave Gould Girls 
“Montana Moon" 


BROOKLYN 
Fox (10) 
“Black & Gold” I 

Bob West 

The Kemmys 
Eva Ivey 

Arnold Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 
Lee Wilmont 
“Temple Tower’ 


Paramount (10) 
“Campus Daze" 
Pat Rooney & 3rd 
Cuby & Smith 
Fred Evans Ca 
“Double Holiday” 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (10) 
“The Blue Mill” 
Ray Bolger 
Emilie & Romaine 
Martel & Ann Leaf 
“The Texan” 

BUFFALO 
Buffalo (10) 
“Dancing Keys” 
Art Kahn 
6 Maxeilos 
Nelson & Knight 
Townsend & Boyd 
Lucille Patterson 
A & J Johnson 
Rubinoft 
“Adven of Fu Man" 

Hippodrome (10) 
Van & Schenck 
Grace Nile Co 
Nash & Fatley 
Digitanos 
“Other Tomorrow” 
CLEVELAND 

State (10) 
“Krazylanda” 
Herman Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Sammy Timberg 
Leo Chalzhil 
“Hell Harbor” 








2d half (21-23) 
Jimmy Evans Co 
Nancy Decker 
Senator Murphy 
Porcelain Romance 
(One to fill) 

Lincoln Sq. 

ist half (17-20) 
Raymond Pike 
Barr & La Marr 
Milton Douglas Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Les Jardys 
3 Jolly Tars 
Snapshots 
Zelaya 
Fast Co 

National 

Ist half (17-20) 
|} Amac 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
Les Gellis 
Bomby & R 
(One to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Thelma Wynn 
Olyn Landick 
Rae & Octette 
(One to fill) 

Orpheum 

Ist half (17-20) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Hazel Romaine Co 
Ray Shannon Co 
Roy Cummings Co 
Gene Dennis 

2d half (21-23) 
Prosper & Maret 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Angus & Searle 
Ruby Norton Co 
Gene Dennis 

Paradise (17) 
Collins & Peterson 
King & King 
Patti Spear 
Georgie Tapps 
(One to fill) 

State (17) 
Sydell & Spotty 
Sunshine Sammy 





Gang 


Co 





Leavitt & Lockwood 
(Two to fill) 


Victoria 
ist half (17-20) 
Corelli & Jeannie 
Clark & O'Neil 
Chase & La Tour 
Lubin Larry & A 
Marguerite & Gill 
2d half (21-23) 
Osaki & Taki 
Mae Francis 
McCarthy & Stenard 
Leon Navarro 
Osborne & Orch 


BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
Ist half (17-20) 
Roma Bros 
Smith & Hart 
Herman Berrens Co 
Kitchen Pirates 
(One to fill) 
2d half (21-23) 
Pickfords 
Corty & Lee 
Jack Usher Co 
toy Cummings Co 
Trudina Co 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (17-20) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Bobby & Buster 
Zelaya 
Rhyme & Reason 
24 half (21-23) 
Corelli & Jeannie 


Loew's (17) 
ner Romaine Co 
Ballew 


| i yT 
| Carlton & 
ij Ralph Olson Co 
| Runaway 1 
| BALTIMORE 
Ioew's (17) 
|! Apollon Co 
I zi Goodell 
| Burns & Swanson 
Betsy Rees 
BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
Ist half (17 
| Jimmy y 
| Olyn Landick 
Holly Collegians 
(Two to fill) 
| 2d hali (21-23) 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Ray Shannon Co 
Les Gellis 
Mann-Bradford & V 
;} (One to fill) 
BOSTON 
| Orpheum (17) 
Lorraine & Minto 
| Monroe & Adams 
| Ford & Whitey 
| Ann Codee Co 
| V Rathburn Co 
CANTON 
| Ioaew's (17) 
Vardel Bros 
Lane & Harper 
John Barton Co 
Biily Gidf3on 
Living Jewels 
CAPITOL 
Loew's (17) 
Arnaut Bros 
Dance Team 
Louise Bave 
Hale Girls 
CLEVELAND 


20) 
Evar Co 


Granada (17) 
Dave Schooler 
Serge Flash 
3 Small Bros 
June Carr 

COLUMBUS 

Loew's (17) 


Herman Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Léo Chalzel 
Sammy Timberg 
CORONA, L. L 
Plaza 
Ist half (17-20) 
Corty & Lee 
Senator Murphy 
West & McGinty 
Wells & 4 Fays 
2d haif (21-23) 
Wilfred Du Bois 
Wahi & Cox 
Chase & La Tour Co 
Fields & Georgie 
Swann & Lewis Rev 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (17) 
Loyal’'s Dogs 
Kirby & Du Val 
Emile Boreo 
Joe Fejer Bd 
HOUSTON 
Loew’s (17) 
“Blue Garden” Unit 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (17) 
Michon Bros 
Fred Keating 
Sydell Sis 
(Others to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew's (17) 
Paul Nolan Co , 
Keith Wilbur 
Billy Farrell Co 


Shaw & Lee 
Amerique & Neviile 
MEMPHIS 
State (17) 

Sierak’s Miracles 
Seymour P & M 

3 Swifts 

Frank Masters Co 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (17) 


Joe & Ida St Onge 
Bernard & Townes 
Ferry Corwey 


Lang & Haley 
Carl Shaw Co 
NEWARKE 
State (17) 
The Stenard 
Geo D'Ormonde Co 
Hayes Marsh & H 
Joe Phillips Co 
Barto & Mann 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Pk. (17) 
Sensa Meredith 
Joe Mandis 3 
Donald 
Chas Ledegar 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (17) 
Revel Bros & 
Emmy's Pets 
Little Jack Lit 
F Dobson Co 
NORFOLE 
State (17) 
Dancing Around U 
(Others to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Loew's (17) 
Wesley Eddy 
Chevalier Bros 
11 Dew Drops 
Howard & Spira 
King & King 
RICHMOND 
Loew's (17) 
Harrison's Circus 
Eliz Brice Co 
Cole & % 
Betty Cooper Co 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (17) 
Mylady'’s Fan 
Uke Henshaw 
SYRACUSE 
Loew's (17) 
Bloomberg's Alasks 
Kaye & Sayre 
Kemper & Jeanie 
B & B Dodge Co 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO 
Loew's (17) 
Eton Days Unit 
(Others to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Loew's (17) 
Benny Davis 
Dorothy Davis 
Addie Seamon 
Thelma White 
Jackie Heller 
May Joyce 
Bemis & Brown 
Phil Ellis 
Alfred Brower 
Calif Crooners 
WOODHAVEN 
Willard 
ist half (17-20) 
Osaki & Taki 
Billy Beard 
Ruby Norton Co 
Rae & Octette 
2d half (21-23) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
O'Neill & Manners 
Roy Smeck 
Lubin Larry 
The Cansines 
YONKERS 
Yonkers 
ist half (17-20) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Daxie Hamilton 
Harry Hayden Co 
Fields & Georgie 
Swann & Lewis Rev 
2a half (21-23) 
Amac 
Jeanne Carr 
Millard & Marlin 


Red 


tle 


& A 





Bob Hall 
Marguerite & Gill 





RK-0 





NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 

ist haif (1-20) 
In the Studio 
4 Carlton Bros 
Joseph B Regan 

2d half (21-23) 
Ike Rose's Midgets 

2d half (14-16) 
6 Marinnelli Girls 
Lydia Harris 
Ada Gordon Co 
Harry Holmes 
Relli & Rapell 

Coliseum 

ist half (17-20) 
Harry Holmes Co 
Walter C Kelly 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
3 Lordens 
Ada Brown 
Freda & Palace 
Brems Fitz & M B 





Jerome & Herbert 


2d half (14-16) 


2d half (14-16) 
On Wah Tr 
Edith Bow 
Signor Friscoe Bd 
Gordon & Walker 
Roberts Bent & D 


Fordham 
Ist half (17-20) 
3 Lordens 
Freda & Palace 
Lydia Harris 
The Ingenues 
2d half (21-23 
Maxine & Bobby 
Chas Rugg'es Co 
Harry Holmes Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Falls Reading & B 
Rudell & Dunnegan 
The DeMarcos 
Chamberlain & H 
Cortello Co 
Franklin 





ist half (17-20) 


Witson Bros 
Victoria 6 
Jefferson 

Ist half (17-20) 
Cowboy Revels 
Harry Downing 
Walter Walters Co 
4 Phillips 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-23 
Paula Piquith Co 
Peggy Eames 
Chamberlain & H 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Beehee & Rubyette 

2d half (14-16) 
Mann Bradford & V 
Jerome & Ryan 
H & N Leary 
Chamberlain & E 
Herb Williams 
Clownland Fantasy 

125th St. 

lst ha if (17 
(To fill) 

2d half 
(To fill) 

2d half 
Black 
Dale & 
} Bell & 


20) 


(21-23) 
(14 
Cat 4 
lionan 
Capman 
Oliver & Freeman 
(One to fill) 
Palace (17) 
Falls Reading & B 
Cora i 


Dance 


16) 


{tr 
urecn 


Fables 


(10) 
Rector & Doreen 
Bernice & Foran 
Naughton & Gold 
Bozo Snyder Co 
Aunt Jemima 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (17) 
Flowers of Seville 
Don Cummings 
Dillon & Parker 
Clifford & Marion 
Thomas Saxotette 


(10 
The Digitanoes 
Nash & Fately 


Grace Nile Co 
Van & Schenck 
Fred Sylvester Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (17) 
4 Cirillo Bros 
Medley & Dupree 
Frank DeVoe 
Cortez & Peggy 
Ben Blue 
(10) 
6 Belfords 
Jack Pepper Co 
Olsen & Johnson 
Bob Ripa 
Denno & 
Anna Seymour 
Loma Worth 
(17) 


State-Lake 
H yde & Burrell 


Rochelle 











in JACK 


THIS 
ANDREW and 





TAPPING ALONG 


PARTINGTON’S 


“HOME WRECKERS” 


Paramount Theatre, 


|  Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH 


MN. Z. 
WEEK 
LOUISE CARR 


C., 











Rudell & Dunnegan 
V & E Stanton 
Rin Tin Tin 
Derrickson & Brown 


Heywood Brown 
Alma Rubens 
(10) 


Olympia Prize Win 
Paul Kirkland 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Freda & Palace 
The Berkoffs Co 
Joseph Regan 
Buster West 
Clayton J & 
Royal 
ist half (17-20) 
Sherman & Ryan 
Arthur Page Co 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Rhajah Raboid 
2d half (21-23) 
Salt & Peanuts 
Jeanette of France 
Rajah Raboid 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Irene Vermillion 
2d half (14-16) 
Thelma Arline Co 
Eva Clark 
Ford Hanaford Co 
Dotson 
Henry's Elephants 
Ferman S & IL 
BROOKLYN 
. Albee (17) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Wm Ebs 
Irene Franklin 
The DeMarcos 
(10) 
Don Lee & Louise 
Abeey Croonaders 
Evans & Mayer 
FF & J Hubert 
M Schwartz Co 
Bushwick 
2a half (14-16) 
B & L Gillett 
Edith Griffiths 
Jim Jems 
Princeton & Renee 
Trini Varella Co 
Flushing 
Ist half (17-20) 
Dugan & Parker 
Rose's Midgets 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (21-23) 
Hilton & Almy 
Bob Robison 
Fashion Show 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (14-16) 
Cowboy Revels 
Bayes & Speck 
LaMont 4 
Peter Higgns 
Burns Stokes & LB 
Kenmore 
ist half (17-20) 
Olympia Prize Win 
Roth & Shay 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Savoy & Mann 
2a half (21-23) 
Joseph Regan 
Mason & Boys 
(Others to fill) 
2a half (14-16) 
Schepps Circus 
Leon Navarra 
Roxy's Gang 
V & E Stanton 


Co 
De 











‘TUESDAYS 
HOTEL 
MANHATTAN 
159 West 47th St. 
NEW YORK 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St, Phila 








Sophie Tucker 
Rilly Meard 
Russian Revels 
King’s (17) 
Ted Claire 
Kikutas Japs 
Nell Kelly 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
(One to fill) 
laoew's 46th St. 
Ist half (17-20) 
Palermos Canines 
T & A Waldman 
Millard & Marlin 
Bob Hall 
Ruth Mayon Co 
2a half (21-23) 
Tankai & Okinu 
Bessie Brown 
Paul Remos Co 


Wheeler Twins Co 
Metropolitan 
Stanley Bros & A 
Casa-Lehn Co 
Conrad & Eddy 
Jack Benny 
Brown Derby Bd 
Oriental . 
Ist half (17-20) 
Zelda Bros 
Myrtle Boland 
Eddie Hanley Co 
Pisano & Landauer 
Porcelain Romance 
2a half (21-23) 
Dixie Hamilton 
West & McGinty 
Savoy & Mann 
Roma Bros 
(One to fiil) 
Pitkin 
Ist half (17-290) 





Herman Berrens Co 


Rhyme & Reason 

The Ingenues 

(Others to fill) 
Bist St. 

ist half (17-20) 
Martha Mason Co 
Joe Marks Co 
Peter Higgins 

2d half (21-23) 
W C Kelly 
Aunt Jemima 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Yvonne & Stella 
Dugan & Parker 
Richie Craig 
Fritzi Scheff Co 

86th St. 

Ist half (17-20) 
Yvonne & Stella 
Ada Brown 
Morris & Campbell 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Felovis 
Joe Marks Co 
Yorke & King 
(One to fill) 

2a half (14-16) 
Beehee & Rubyette 
4 Carleton Bros 
Victor Oliver * 
ite Rose's Midgets 

58th 


Ist half (17-20) 
Felovis 
Brems Fitz & M B 
Don Lee & Louise 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (21-23) 
Roth & Shay 
Naughton & Gold 
The Ingenues 








Mack & Stanton 
Fred Emmy 
Gym Gems 
Victor Oliver 
2a half (21-23 
Luster Bros 
Webb & Hall 
Alice Hamilton 
Eddie Dale Co 
P & E Ross 
2d half (14-16) 
Bento Bros & Rita 
Edwards & Sanford 
7 Satelites 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Johnny Downs 
Hamilton 
Ist half (17-20) 
Lathrop Bros 
Hilton & Almy 
2d half (21-23) 
Dorothy & Blossom 
Bobby May 
Peter Higgins 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Mills & Shea 
Ida May Sparrow 
Herman Berrens 
Freddie Craig Jr 
Weston & Lyons 
Hippodreme (17) 
Robbins °% 
Raymond Baird 
Irving O' Dunne 
The Briants 
Corinne Tilton 
Trini Varela Co 
190) 
Chas Bennington 
Jaok Lavier Co 
Foley & Lature 
Seiler & 4 Peaches 





4 Phillips 


Madison 
ist half (17-20) 
Dainty Marie 
Wilson Bros 
Yorke & King 
Mann & Bradford 2 
2d half (21-23) 
In the Studio 
Yates & Lawley 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (14-16) 
Francois Densmore 
Audrey Wycoff Co 
Angus & Searle 
LaMarr & Boyce 
Martha Mason Boys 
AKRON 
Keith's (17) 
Alexander Sis Co 
A & M Havel 
Block & Sully 
Luster Bros 
(10) 
Thomas Saxotette 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Dillon & Parker 
Clifford & Marion 
ALBANY 
Keith’s (17) 
Geo Beatty 
(Others to fill) 
(10) 
Stanton & Delores 
Cora Green 
Devito Denny Co 
Irene Vermillion Co 
BOSTON 
Keith's (17) 
Marinneli Girls 
Filo Lewis 
Herb Williams 
F & J Hubert 





M & A Skelly 
Bob Murphy 
Cookie & Ginger 
(10) 
Jos B Stanley 
Block & Sully 
Karyl Norman 
Sylvia Clarke 
Lights & Shadows 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (17) 
Oukrainsky. Ballet 
Brady & Wells 
Ww & J Mandell 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 
(10) 
Alexander Girls 
A & M Havel 
lise Marvenga Co 
Jimmy Savo 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. (17) 
Dell O'Dell 
Healy & Cross 
Billy De Wolfe Co 
(10) 
Charm 4 FS 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Stanley & Ginger 
May Wirth Co 
Palace’ (17) 
Gwynne Co 
Paui Kirkland 
Guy Lombardo Bd 
(10) 
Chas Howard Co 
Derrickson & Brown 
Iuster Bros 
Ben Blue 
Irene Franklin Co 
HAMILTON, CAN, 
(i7) 
Schictl’s Wonders 
Le Paul 
Jack Norworth 
Val Harris Co 
Gay Gordons 
(10) 
Thelma D'Onzo 
Kerr & Ensign 
Lucille Benstead Co 
Scooter Lowry 
Liazeed Arabs 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (17) 
Great Holle 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Adele Verne 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 
(10) 
Cirillo Bros 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Murdock Co 
Bill Robinson 
WLS Showboat 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (17) 
Frabell’s Frolics 
Manny King Co 
Nan Halperin 
Burns & Allen 
(10) 
Lomas Tr 
Tyler Mason 
Sully & Thomas 
Natacha Nattova 
MONTREAL 
Imperial (17) 
Liazeed Tr 
Scooter Lowry 
Maker & Redford 
Harris & Radcliffe 
(10) 
Sensational Togo 
Chas Slim Timblin 
Hayes & Cody 
Rankin & 


Ist half (17-20) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Badger & Muesler 
Ford Anneford Co 
Starlight Rev 

24a half (21-23) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Page & Cortez 
Ada Gordon 
Hal Neiman 
Vercell Sis Co 

2d half (14-16) 
Zelda Bros 
Jack Housh 
Carl Francis 
Wilton & Weber 
The Salesladies 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Gelden Gate (17) 
Zastro & White Rev 
Joe Termini 
Faber & Wales 
Bob Albright 
Roy McKinney 


(10) 
Heras & Wallace 
Orville Starhm 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
NEWARK 
Palace (17) 
5 Lelands 
Carr Lynn 
Josephine Harmon 
Jay Seiler 
(Two to fil!) 
(10) 
Robbins 3 
Peggy Eames 
Jack McBride 
Francill 
Joe Marks Co 
Dance Fables 
OAKLAND 





Orpheum (17) 
Heras & Wallace 





Orville Stamm 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 
(10) 
Frabell's Frolics 
Manny King Co 
Nan Halperin 
Burns & Aliea 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (17) 
Lime 3 
yold & Raye 
Tempest & Sunshine 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Enter 


(10) 
Rolle 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Adela Verne 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 
OTTAWA 
Keith’s (17) 





—— 


Kanazawa Boys 
H F Welch 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rey 
SYRACUSE 
Keith's (17) 
Carter & Albu Sis 
Hal Skelly Co 
Ward & Van 
Crystal 
(10) 
Adolph Gladys & @ 
Harrington Sis 
Rin Tin Tin 
Stuart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
TACOMA 
Keith's (17) 
De Toregos 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Frank Gaby 
(10) 








A. B. Leach & Co., Inc 


HOWARD SLOAT 
BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 
.. 57 William St.. N.Y. 


= a 


Fi 
? 





Broken Toys 
The Danburys 
Hayes & Cody 
Clifford Wayne 
(10) 
Cook & Langton 
Hal Neiman 
Speedy Feet 
The Litygeralds 
Senna & Dean 
PATERSON 
Keith's 
Ist half (17-20) 
D & H Blossom 
Powers & Jarrett 
Naughton & Gold 
Roxy Gang 
2d half (21-25) 
Schepp’'s Circus 
Billie & Charlie 
Carl Francis Co 
Victor Oliver 
Cowboy Revels 
2d half (14-16) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Irving O’Dunne 
May Usher 
A K Hall Co 
Alexander Tr 
PORTLAND 
Orpheum (17) 
Enos Frazere 
Boyd Senter Co 
Conlin & Glass 
Tiny Town Rev 
(10) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
Henry Santrey Co 
PROVIDENCE 
Albee (17) 
The Go!lf Fiends 
(10) 
Frankenbereg's Juvs 
Roth & Shay 
Alma Rubens 
Bob Robison 
3 Lordens 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (17) 
Adolph Gladys & E 
Stanley & Ginger 
Mary Collegians 
A K Hall Co 
La Belle Pola 
(10) 
Carter & Albu Sis 
Harrison & Dakin 
Hal Skelly Co 
Ward & Van 
Crystal 3 
SALEM, ORE, 
Salem (17) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
Henry Santrey 
(10) 
Zastro-White Rev 
Joe Termini 
Faber & Wales 
Bob Albright 
Roy McKinney 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Orpheum (17) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 


Co 


Al Trahan 
6 Galénos 
(10) 


Arthur Petley Co 
iold & Raye 
Tempest & Sunshine 
Sol Gould 
SAN DIEGO 
Orpheum (17) 
Lomas Tr 
Tyler Mason 
Sully & Thomas 
Natacha Nattova Co 
(10) 
Kitayamas 
Foster Fagan & Cox 
Danny Duncan Co 
Johnny Burke 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith's 
Ist half (17-20) 
Ryan & McCormell 
T & R Romaine 
Wilton & Weber 
2d half (21-23 
Harrison & Dakin 
Slim Timblin 
Mitzi & Dancers 
2d ha@if (14-16) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Page & Cortez 
Joe Neimeyer Co 
EATTLE 
Orpheum (17) 
Reynolds & White 
Huling & Charlie 
Fred Lightner 
Ledova 
(10) 
De Toregos 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 


Orpheum 
Flo Mayo Co 
G & M Eline 
Egan & Redheads 

(10) 


Prichard & Boys 





Enos Frazere 
Boyd Senter 
Conlin & 


Tiny 


Co 
Glass 
Rey 
TORONTO 
Imperial (17) 
Diaz & Powers 
Adams & Rash 
Irene Ricardo 
Palm Beach Girls 
(10) 


Tewn 


| Schictls Wonders 


Le Paul 
Jack Norworth 
Gay Gordons 
Val Harris 
Shea’s (17) 
The Digitanoes 
Nash & Fately 
Grace Nile Co 
Van & Schenck 
0 


Co 


(10) 
La Belle Pola 
Maker & Redford 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Royal Canadians 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (17-20) 


Herbert Geraldine 
Billy & Charlie 
Carl Francis Co 
Jones & Rae 

2d half (21-23) 
Salesladies 
Philson & Duncan 


Lament 4 
Wilson Bros 

2d half (14-16) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Carr Lynn 
Suite 16 
Brems Fitz & M B 

TROY 
Proctor’s 

Ist half (17-26) 
Harrison & Dakin 
Mitzi & Dancers 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (21-23) 
Ryan & McConnell 
T & R Romaine 
Wilton & Weber 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (14-16) 
Briscoe & Rauh 
Joe Mendi 
Mary Collegians 
Polar Pastimes 


UNION HILL 
Capitol 
ist half (17-20) 
Jeanette of France 
5 Broncho Busters 
Frankenberg's Juvs 
4 Lamonts 
2a half (2:-23) 
The Fitzgeralds 
Josie Heather Co 
Gym Gems 
Moran Werner & M 
F Densmore Co 
2d half (14-16) 
Pat Lavolo Co 
Rucker & Perrin 
Eddie Dale Co 
Bobby May 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (17) 
Pritchard & Boys 
Zeida Santley 
Eddie Nelson 
Clair Sis & O'Day 
(10 


Reynolds & White 
Huling & Charlie 
Fred Lightner 
Ledova 
WHITE PLAINS 

Keith's (17-20) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
3 Rhythm Giris 
Irmanette 
Charlie Melson 

2d half (21-23) 
Kaufman Girls 
Charlie Melson 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Raymond Pike 
Morgan & Lake 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Johnny Marvin 
Frank Marvin 

WINNIPEG 

Capitol (17> 
Kanazawa Japs 
H F Welch 
Carroll & Lewis 
Carroll Revuette 


(10) 
George Andre Co 
Sybil Vane e 


Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
YONKERS 
Keith's 
ist half (17-20) 
Vercell Sis Co 
Bobby May 
Ada Gordon Co 
Bob Robinson 
2d half (21-23) 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. ¥. & 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


This Week: 


Billy Smythe; Lou Miller 








Zelda Santley 

Eddie Nelson 

Claire Sis & O'Day 
ST. LOUIS. 
Keith’s (17) 

Gracella & Theodore 

Howard & Newton 

Teck Murdock Co 

Bill Robinson 

WLS Showboat 

(10) 

Lee Twins 

Hyde & Burrell 

M&A Skelly 

Seott Saunders 


Pepito 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (i7) 


Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana 
Kramer & Boyle 
(19) 





Aileen & Marjorie 
Jack Housh 
H & N Leary 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Starlight Rev 
2d half (14-16) 
Russian Art Circus 
Harry Downing 
Smith & Parks Co 
Ada Brown 
Stop Look & Listen 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith's (17) 
Fred Sylvester Co 
Grace Doro 
Stanley Co 
Jimmy Savo 
(10) 
Honey Family 
Ashley Paige 
Wheeler & Morton 
F’owers of Seville 
Frank De Voe C9? 
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Fanchon & Marco 





ATLANTA, GA. 
Fox (19) 
“Idea in Green” 
Born & Lawrence 
Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
Way Watts & A 
Doris Neirly 
BRIDGEPORT 
Palace (17) 
“Uniforms” 
Hiunter & Percival 


Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Joy Bros 


S Shore & H Moore 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (16) 
“Let's Pretend” 

Alfred Latell 
Tillyou & Rogers 
Florence Forman 
Ed Cheney 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Rita Lane 
George Green 
BUFFALO 
Lafayette (16) 
“Overtures” 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 


J: aot Goldie 





Palace (17) 
“Hot Dominoes” 
Les Klicks 


Pail Mall 

Libonati 

Hart W & Polly 
OAKLAND 


Fox (16) 
“Bells & Belles 
Eddie Hill 
Eva Thornton 
Dunbar's Bell R 
Tommy Harris 
Frances Ted & B 
Loretta 
OKLAHOMA 

1 rene (19-22) 


n Taps 
yr e Gordon 
Rodney & Gould 
Al & Hale 


Johnny Plank 
Jeanne McDonald 


| Eddie Lowis 
| Bro 


wn & Will 
PASADENA 


Colorado (15) 
“Romance” 
Castleton & Mack 
Hall & Essley 


| Bissett Dancers 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 


cITY 





"EXCLUSIVELY ‘OESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 


9632 B’way. at 50th St.. 


N. ¥. City | 





| 4 Eastons 
| (Three to fill) 
| DAVENPORT 


Morris & Shaw 

Speedy Feet 

MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 


Capitol 
Ist 








Huff & Huff 

Helen Hille 

3 Prize Winners 

Louise Manning 

BUTTE, MONT. 
F 


ox 
®d half (15-18) 
“Skirts” 
Neal Castagnoli 
Julia Curtiss 
Ruth Silver 
Up in the Air Girls 
CHICAGO 
Coston (16) 
“Eyes’’ 
6 Candreva Bros 
Don Carroll 
Paul Olsen 
B & E Burroff 
Keo Yoki & Toki 
DENVER, COLO. 
Grand (15) 
“Marb'e” 
Roy Smoot 


Francia 

Al & Jack Rand 

Hector & Co 

Harris 3 

Georgene & Henry 

DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox 16) 


“Manila Bound’ 
Lloyd & Brice 
Romero Fam 
Stella Royal 
Samuel Pedraza 
FRESNO 
Wilson 
2a half (15-17) 
“Good Fellows” ’ 
Lucille Page 
Bud Averill 
Harrison & Elmo 
Helen Burke 
18 Good Fellows 
G’T F’LLS, MONT. 
Grand 
2a half (17-18) 
“B’way Venuses” 
Mel Klee 
16 Beauty Winners 
Aerial Bartletts 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (17) 
“Ivory” 
Will Aubrey 
4 High Hatters 
Hy Meyer 
Betty Lou Webb 
Goetz & Duffy 
Peggy Carse 
HOLLYWOOD 
Egyptian (15) 
“City Service’ 
Shapiro & O'Malley 
Laddie LaMonte 
DeQuincy & Stan 
Seb Meza 
Frank Sterling 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (16-18) 
“Box o’ Candy” 
Jones & Hull 
Frank Hamilton 





PHILADELPHIA 


Fox 
“Black & 
4 Kemmys 
Arnold Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 
Lee Wilmot 
PORTLAND, 

Broadway 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 
Chaz Chase 
Evers & Greta 
George Prize 
Viaskin & 
Jeanne 


(16) 
Gold” 


(5) 


Jose Gonzales 
SALEM, ORE. 
Elsinore (17-18) 


‘*Miniature” 

Singer's Midgets 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (15) 

‘Smiles’ 

Slate Bros 

Lamberti 

Dorothy Neville 

Walter Bradbury 

Sunkist Rev 

SAN 
Fox (16) 

“Milky Way” 

Vernon Stiles 

Noree 

Stone & Lee 

Bert Faye 

Steve Moroni 
SAN JOSE 

California (18-21) 

“Good Fellows” 

Lucille Page 

Bud Averill 

Harrison & Elmo 

Helen Burke 

18 Good Fellows 
SEATTLE 


Fifth Ave (15) 
“Changes” 

Doc Baker 
Muriel Gardner 


Dave Le Winter 

Eva Mandell 

Art Hadley 
SPOKANE 

Post Street (16) 

“Coral” 

Maurice & Vincent 

Frank Duce 

Royal Samoans 

Le Petit Marie 

SPR’G’E’D, 
Palace (17) 

“International” 

Markell & Faun 

Federico Flores 

Mignon Laird 

Billy Carr 

Osaka Boys 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (16) 

“Sunshine” 

Bailey & Barnum 

Vince Silk 

Arline Langan 

Norman Selby 


ORE. 


Lorraine 
Alexandrea 


FRANCISCO 


MASS. 

















News From 


San Francisco, 





| lifted 
| it out of 
| for years. 


| Paisley 


| draws 
the 














half (18-20) Ist half (18-20) 
|} Rhea & Santoro | 6 Belfords 
| George Lyons Claudia Coleman 
i; Smith & Barker |; Coscia & Verdi 
2a half (21-24 2d half (21-24) 
Joe Jackson | Eltinge & Vernon 
| Jean Boydell | Bi g Parade 
I B Hamp Co |} (One to fill) 
j DES MOINES | MEMPHIS 
| Orpheum | Orpheum (17) 

Ist half (18-206) | All Girl Show 
Roissman’s Albams | MILWAUKEE 
| Jack Wilson Co Riverside (17) 
; Arthur Petley Co | Monroe & Grant 
| 2d half (21-24) | Angelina 
| Bert Nagle Co bes © & Johnson 
Gifford & Greshan NASHVILLE 
Mildred Me CK Princess (17) 

DE TROIT. >» Sakuras 
Holly wood Sid Lewis 
Ist |} f 8-21) M Montgomery 
I 4 WBBM Nutty Clut 

a Salle & Macl ROCKFORD, ILL. 
One to fill) Palace 
, alf (22-24) |} Ist half (18-20) 

unn inghar & BR Jests 
(One t Bob Ripa 

EVANSVILLE Stuart & I i 

laew's The Caval s 

Ist half (22 ‘i 1 (One to fil 
The Le R | 2d half (21-24) 
Pastime Res v |6 Belfords 
1 (Two to fill |} Claudia Coleman 

rT. W AYD NE | ‘ Coscia & Verdi 
Palace | (Two to fill) 

Ist half (18-20) SIOUX CITY 
W H Groh Orpheum 
Blossom & June Ist half (18-20) 
Winchester & Ross | Bert Nagle Co 
Broadway Pirates Mildred Melrose Co 

2a half (21-24) | Giftords & Gresham 
Evans & Wolf Joe Jackson 
May Wirth Co | (One to fill) 

(Two to fill) SOUTH BEND 

GRAND RAPIDS Palace 

Keith’s | Ist half (18-20) 

Ist lalf (18-20) N Arnut Bros 
Frosini's Melodians | Morrell & Beckwith 
;}Cunningham & 3 R| Billy Maine Co 
| May Wirth Co | Bradley Kincaid 
(Two to fill) 2d half (21-24) 

2d half (21-24) Frosini’s Melodians 
W H Groh Co |} Bachelor’s Romance 
Blossom & June i (Two to fill) 
Billy Maine Co ST. LOUIS 
Winchester & Ross Grand 
Lucille Benstead Co ist half (17-20) 

INDIANAPOLIS Pastime Rev 

Lyric (17) The Le Rays 
Leslie Strange (Three to fill) 
J Burchill Co 2d half (21- 
(Two to fill) Kane & Ellis 
LINCOLN, NEB. Klutings Animals 
Stuart (19) (Three to fill) 
Mirror Personalities WINDSOR 
Packard & Dodge Capitol 
| Primrose Semon ist half (19-21) 
LONDON, CAN, Ewing Eaton 
Loew's Morris & Shaw 
ist half (19-21) Speedy Feet 
Stepanoff Co 2d half (22-24) 
Don Galvin Stepanoff Co 

2d half (22-24) Don Galvin 
| Ewing Eaton (One to film) 
| 
| 
j 
| Interstate 

ATLANTA FORT WORTH 
Keith’s (17) Majestic (17) 
| Bruno Weise 3 3 Allison Sis 
| Marty May The Lockfords 
12 O'Clock Rev Chain & Conroy 


HOUSTON 
Keith’s (17) 
Nathal 
Everett Sanderson 
Franklyn D’Amore 
Eddie Pardo 


Nick Lucas 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (17) 

Highland Collies 

Hibbitt & Hartman 


Hickey Bros NEW ORLEANS 

Ruiz & Bonita Orpheum (17) 
‘H. O z Bee Starr 
“a Hamilton Sis & F 


Curley Burns 

The Spanglers 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (17) 

Murand & Girton 


2d half (21-23) 
2 Daveys 
Miller & Wilson 
Ellis & Lee 
K Pennsylvanians 


Sid Marion Co 
DALLAS Odds & Ends 
Keith’s (17) SAN ANTONIO 


Howard's Ponies 
Melino & Davis 
Al B White Co 
R Markert Co 


King’s Steppers 
Voice of R-K-O 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 


Great. States 


JOLIET 
Rialto 
Ist half (19-21) 
Britt Wood 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Rea & Californians 

















(One to fill) 
PEORIA 
1Palace 

Ist half (16-18) 

Morrell & Beckwith 

Broadway Pirates 

(One to fiill) 








This department osehuinn vee rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


Variety takes no credit 








LONDON 


Tubby Phillips, this town's biggest 
film actor, scaling 364 pounds, was 
killed in a motor crash in centra 

l : e€ 

: ; \ le ~ + } ws 
svvu toreign coins « Uf washers 34 
buttons tram tokens nails and 
safety pins. 

All London went sta aving ad 


last Saturday when, in front of 93 


000 enthusiasts headed by the 


AINng, 


and saluted by the Graf Zeppelin, 
which hovered everhead, Arsenal, | 
crack football side of the metropolis, | 


the English Cup and brought 


the north for the first time 


Charles Dorwood, manager of the 
cinema in which 70 children 
killed on New Year's Eve dur- 
panic up for trial 
if culpa homicide. 


were 
ing 


charge ¢ 


is 
ble 


fire on 


Hamlet” «¢ 
at a special 
market 
a run 


such a smash 
tinee at the Hay- 
recently it is going in for 
there when “Mrs. Fraser” 
out, With Henry Ainley in 
title part. 


Race,” 


ause a 


ma 


“The Love written 


»y and Aires, will be at the Gaiety. 
“The Maid of the Mountains” 
been threatened again. 


Now the official ban on 
films seems to have 
“Turksib,” 
ture, 


Russian 
been lifted, 


is due for public run. 

Films Group of the Federation of 
British Industries is understood to 
be thinking of establishing a cen- 
tral casting bureau here. 


NEW YORK 





Alma Rubens states she shortly 
intends to file suit for separation 
against her husband, Ricarduv Cor- 


tez. Papers charge desertion. She 
asserts that four weeks ago she and 
Cortez met to arrange a financial 
settlement of joint holdings on the 
coast, of which she says her share 
is $75,000. Before the details could 
be arranged, she said, Cortez disap- 
peared. Miss Rubens and Cortez 
were married Jan. 30, 1926. It was 
Miss Ruben’s third marital venture. 


When Mae Murray was served 
with notice of a suit by Natacha 
Rambova, widow of Valentino, to 
recover $1,500 for two gowns pur- 
chased in the Rambova shop, she 
tossed them away. Papers were 
served on Miss Murray at the Am- 
bassador Hotel. 





Evelyn Elismore, dancer, of Provi- 
dence, was awarded $75,000 in Bos- 
ton in her $250,000 suit against the 
Erlanger Tremont Theatre Corp., 
Boston. She suffered a fractured 
neck when she tripped over stage 
mechanism while appearing in a 
theatre in Boston. 


Billy Gibson, fight manager, will 





| Commission gr 


by 
| Stanley Lupino, with music by Hed- 
le 


has 


another propaganda pic- } 


anted Universal} 


mit to construct and operate a num- 


ber of wireless stations in compet 
tion with R. C. A. Ten of these 
stations have beer eae t 
also ordered U1 ‘ 
i ( ins ‘ } ) > * 
f : ay 
A pla with an all-colores g 
Rugged Road by Madan r J 
Robinsor Is olored, will be pre 
sented Broadway sh I ] 
l¢ ~ \\ ¢ ite ¢ o1rores 
people in the Sou I Ellis 
will head the cast Lawrence Che 
nault is the leadin nar 
Dr. Isidor Leibowitz, dentist, heard 
|} that Louise Squires, actress, was 
suing Bert Gordon, her former part- 
| ner, for $200,000 for slander, and 
went to court to file a claim for 
$250 on the suit. Court ruled that 
it was an effort to collect a default 
judgment when Miss Squires was 
thousands of miles away when the 
juadzment was granted, and nwnaware 
of it Decision wa ec 
A mechanical band, proposed as 
a substitute for the human army 
band, will be given a test by the 
army. Mechanical band, manufac- 
tured by RCA, will be issued for a 
| trial at Fort Washington, Md. Ap- 
| paratus is reported to fit snug and 
|} strong into a three-quarter ton 
truck and play as well when in mo- 
|} tion as when not. It has the vol- 


|} ume of two army bands, 
ume can be controlled. 


which vol- 


When Charlotte 


Lansing Snyder, 


Philadelphia “Record” reports that 
the skull of George Frederick Cook, 
early American actor, has been 
found after its mysterious disap- 
pearance in 1812. Cook’s body was 
buried 118 years ago in St. 


Churchyard, New York. Skull is 
now in possession of Dr. Ross V. 
Patterson. When Cook died in New 


York 118 years ago from illness, a 
Dr. Francis, interested in the study 
of the brain and knowing that Cook 
had been regarded as a genius, de- 
sired to learn whether the actor's 
brain differed from that 
mortals and removed the head. 





Freed, pianist for Helen Morgan, 
and songwriter, started suit for sep- 
aration against her husband and is 
asking $60 a week temporary ali- 
mony. She accused her husband of 
being no longer interested in her 
becausé he wanted a “Broadway 
type” to go along with him on the 
path to fame. She named a bevy 
of Broadway girls as her rivals, 
singling out for special mention 
Helen Morgan and Lola Lane. She 
alleges he gave Miss Morgan a 
bracelet and that he paid special 





' weeks they start for California and 


Municipal Judge Turney ordered 
e arrest of Charles Chaplin unless 
he appears as a state’s witness 
against “Swami” Bantappa Raw, 
Hindu seer, charged with grand lar- 
ceny. § Subpos na servers have been 
unable to reach the comedian for 
the past week. Gloria Swanson tes- 
tified that the seer was unknown to 
her. Raw had claimed he was a 
friend and adviser of both Miss 
Swanson and Chaplin. 

R. W. Carlisle, film editor at U, 
is back with his wife after the 
latter called off her divorce suit. 
| Both are now on their second 


| actress, arrived in Syracuse Sun- | 
day (11) to spend Mother's Day, | 
she learned that her mother had | editor, but at Roach, has also re- 
died the day before. News of the! turned to his wife after a _ brief 
death of her mother, Mrs. Flora | marital estrangement. 

| 5. Snyder, had been kept from | ——-—— “Sh 
Miss Snyder so that she might ap-| Pox will broadcast the news of 
pear as prima donna in “New | jts eonvention over a low wave 
Moon,” which closed a run in De- to its directors on location. 
troit Saturday night (10). 


length 


Paul's | 


assistant to Sol Wurtzel, at Fox, 
will supervise the retakes on “One 
Mad Kiss.” Jose Mojica, the star, 
has been recalled. 

Winthrop Ames is here to talk 
| over possibilities of producing a 


|new play with George Arliss. 


EE 


of other | the blaze, which was confined to a 


Mrs. Pearl Freed, wife of Martin | 





a honeymoon. 
Dorothy Huyette, 
be the common law 
Jakobs, has obtained 
arrest against Jakobs, 
for Marietta O'Brien, showgirl. 
When applying for the warrant, she 
urged the court to increase the cus- 
tomary bail bond of $2,000 to $10,000 


aims to 
of Ned 
an order of 
who left her 


who cl 
wife 


on the ground Jakobs was about to 
eave the jurisdiction of the court 
and with him might go the $35 @ 
week limony rded her some 
nt Ss £o i Alimony and ounsel 
ranted : ‘ e sep- 

( ! HH \\ AN - 
cS t t \ion- 

a » to te why } sted 
bothering his W ¢ ( (srey, 

fi er showg now irist at 
‘ Hotel Ps ! nia She 

¥ ed tha e would é 1 the 
hotel and chase all the istomers 
away with his noise and actions, 
Woleher failed to appear in court 
and his attorney said he was ill 
near Trenton. He Was told to bring 
him to court tomorrow (Thursday) 
or a rrant for his arrest would 
be issued. Miss Grey declared she 
shortly intends to start a divorce 


action, 


HOLLYWOOD 


honeymoon. 


Richard Currier, another film 





William Goetz, recently appointed 


Fire on one of the 
at RKO studio caused considerable 
excitement but small damage. 
Studio fire apparatus extinguished 


sound stages 


drop curtain. 





James V. Bryson, foreign film 
manager for Universal, won a di- 
vorce from Florence L. Bryson on 
grounds of desertion in London in 
1925. 





Emmett Flynn, director, arrested 
on a charge of driving while intoxi- 
cated, 





Norman Wilson, alias Norman 
Selby, pictures, arrested for issuing 
a bad check to W. D. Fisher for use 
of the Colonial theatre. 











phiisiaten-paconaneie 


nein higicne er -puipihere wena te 
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; é 3 ‘ , y f Andy 
‘e rs be forced to undergo a sanity test.| attention to Miss Lane when he Warrants for the arrest 0 
Reeves & Leu Richard Wally a . His broth John Gib btained waved a baton in front of her.| Wright and Arthur Hernandez, pro- 
Marie Lucy & Irene | Mary Lou : 1S rot er, oO n 71bson, obtained a te cigs : ppt la . t “Philadelphia,” were ise 
Sunkist Ballet TULSA, OKLA. | gS ave ang INCE | writ directing William F. Schneider Freed, in a statement, ridiculed his | ducers o iladelphia,” | 
108 ANGELES Orpheum (16-18) to act as commissioner in lunacy. | Wife’s charges and declared she had | sued on complaint of Barbara Bed- 
“Brunettes setie Gerian Petition states Billy Gibson is in- | 4 very jealous and suspicious dispo- | ford, leading Sa “on 
Z 7 : . ta > etc > P =" _o » 2m rs > CAS , 
McDonald & Dean | Rodney & Gould Nellie Revell was a flap police competent to handle his affairs and sition. He stated that when he con- | men - + = og c aie catlea al 
Chirot & Mercado |Al & Hal pak al .,,| has been a patient at the Neurologi- ducted for “Good Boy” his wife | strandec _ when the play ~. 
Hassan's Bluestr’ks | Johnny Plank reporter on the Chicago Daily cal Institute for two months. Im- | would run into the Hammerstein | open in San Fernando May 4. Check 
ma ee aie zonune mapenals News” and used to make the flat- | mediate action is asked because of | Offices and accuse all the girls in | issued for rent of the Tivoli theatre 
Majestic (14 -15) tenn & Will foots quake with her weekly 22d st.| the need of determining his status| the show of trying to flirt with tounced back. At the same time 
“Art in Taps” W’SHINGT'N, D.C. | confessions feature. before trial of two damage suits | him. | claims were filed by members of the 
ayrve Gordon ‘i Fox aoe a now pending, one for $500,000 by cast with the Labor Commission 
odney & Gould Jazz Temple Amy Leslie beat up a cub re- | Maxie (Boo Boo) Hoff and the other Jean Ackerman back from Europe. | totaling $1,269. Wright was o: dered 
wrW porter named George Ade with her for $420,000 by Timothy J. Mara, pro | Show girl. a pey « ead prosecution for 
~ 7 , , ce . “6 , 
football promoter. ae. | breac of contract. 
summer parasol when she found a “< : 
FISHER andGILMORE picture of herself in burlesque James S. Appell, 34, promotion Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein, widoW| (George Caldares, manager of the 
tights on the fresh kid’s desk nanan tor Ck 4. ek ce of the impresario, was arrested in | Los Angeles Tiffany exchange, is in 
j ; ami : sa ‘ a a | her apartment at the Hotel Win- | jf. ite l anak ‘ 
ITH ” S ; the hos ; a broken leg. 
Direction LEDDY & SM on to Laurel Camilla Sorenson, 30, throp, charged with immoral con- | hospital with a brok g 
‘ : sid Uni Re ing | . a 
— —— Hotel Sherman in Chicago was six - esident of the United Reporting | quct. A detective brought her to 
Al & Hal Wally Jackson | stories high. se West 5lst street station, alleging 
Jonnny Plank | Sylvia Dores cm ——— Re nad honteiod tearaee aaaeae | CHICAGO 
Jeanne McDonald Gus Elmore re is 7 | Leo Donnelly has filed suit for | _ —_ a marked y mete, 
Eddie Lewis (One to fill) Queenie Smith used to ride home | divorce against his wife, Mrs. Edna | se L wai in ¢ was bundle dd into a 
; y rome > ‘ONN . : se tae mene | : » oe Se rol wagon in ) Fo | , ? 
Wisconsin (16) Fumes 7 |ballet teacher gave her the devil. | rick, actor, as co-respondent. He | « Bese Prev nding With ne e Ea Any |}murdering Edward J. Tracey, who 
: rete. a > an feasts | charges that on March 25, 1929, his | coming. Mrs. Hamm rstein s] nt the | Succeeded him as business agent of 
a vay F i o ess soni 7 | tife : 7% Ie tek « . . al : ad . ‘ atar a Shey , . 
: pe trangh | , Alex Sherer Bekefi | William Diamond, head of the | wife was found with Patri *K at the | night in a cell. Mrs. Hammerstein j the sillposters and Signhangers 
Mavis & Ted Russian Sunrise 3 | WV octern R-K-O booking office, was | Donnelly apartment, 200 West 54th | ctateg it was due to the machina- | Umion, sentenced to 14 years. 
' Esther Campbell fam Linfield Co ns a S , | street. On another occasion, he al- ltions of enemies Wollowtnn the j 6 
. M’SSOULA, MONT. | W'RC’ST’R, MASS. | — | leges, Patrick was found with Mrs. | qeath of her husband in 1919. Ar-| “Cleopatra Gardens,” dance hall 
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Broadway Chatter 





Herbert Rawlinson back in town. 


Nat Dorfman still in New York. 
Bobby Healy is back from Saranac. 
Lynn Farnol has a Ford. 
Scientific 


curiosity Hal- 


incipient mustache. 


explains 


sey Raines’ 


from now on 
Niles 
way 
Jack 
Coast 
Lou Te 
vaude again in 
Jimmy Gillespie’s small daughte: 
in hospital, scarlet fever. 
Hughey McLaughlin has 
a buttermilk diet for summer. 
Mark Griffin gifted with a bicycle 
for his daughter. 
Trudy Krieger soon leaves Loew's 
for Paris. 
“Toots” 
Paris. 
Night 
new 
Mrs 
any tintype. 
Joe Leo may go to Europe for a 
vacation. 


Foster is quitting Broad 
cold for Chicago. 
LeMaire 


and 


back on Broadway 


soon pictures 
will shortly tr) 


Te 
ieLren;n 


a sketch. 


embraced 


Humphries somewhere in 


clubs all over shooting in 


shows. 


or) 


Sidney Skolsky doesn't nee 


Phil Spitalny moves up to the} 


Pennsylvania Roof May 26. 

You can’t park in front of the 
Paramount studio any more. 

Roy Mack will teil you how nice 
the weather is in California. 

Don McGinnis will be one of the 
first up to Skowhegan this summer. 

Walter St. Clair’s new pigeon blue 
roadster is the cat's, 

Frank X. Donegan off to Cali- 
fornia and pictures. 

Gene Finley is going heavy for 
those Red Bank week ends. 

Dorothy Collins for Hollywood. 
Just a pleasure trip, Dot pipes. 

Larry Sullivan has gone on a lem- 
om@tte dict for the summer, 

Madge Loomis is around, minus 
appendix. 








Next to the stage door of the 
Patace Theatre. the new home oi 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


John Toth is off the mixed drink: 





| William A. Brady out of hospital | 
Broadway misses Philip Goodman. 


and gene to Atlantic Beat 


serious appendix case. 


City. 


Ben Atwell back from Boston and 
publicizing “Western Front” for U. 


| First picture job. 

Littmann’s dress shop is now] 
20% cooler inside,” competing 

iwith the theatres and Macy’s 

| Norma Dineen is off show busi 

| ness temporarily. Has coat room | 
rivilege at Peter’s Blue Hour 

| George G. Hayman, who claims to | 
be Broadway's best dressed man, | 

fopened his sunken garden Long 


Beach Visited by 
; bunch of Broadway show girls. 

Harry Tighe leurned to play golf. 

After 15 months at it he found he 
| Was better the first two weeks. 
*‘Leggers say there is more good 
| booze on the market than ever be- 
| fore. 

Bill Dooley’s return to vaude after 
two years in two-reel comedies has 
been deferred. 

More mendicants in Met Opery 
House section than farther up Times 
Square way. 


home Sunday. 





Inside Info 


> 


In Times Square. 

Fight manager berating tab 
sports writer for something in 
print. 

Followed: 

“Do you print in your paper 
everything’s that true?” 

“Sure,” said the sports writer. 

“Well, then, print that you're 
off my fighter’s payroll.” 








| 
| 


Spring is funny in Chicago: 


Cabarets get new orchestras. 


Gangsters wear new 











| Hospital Tuesday for final intesti- 


|}nal operation. 

Latest in sandwiches—the Glider 
Glass of water is given with each 
Clark is 
after several months in a sanitar- 
ium due to a nervous breakdown. 


Louise 


Stockingless gals as many as the 


hatless boys along Broadway this 
summer. 
Bill Carlo has folded his Studio 


Club in the Village to engage in in- 
terior decorating. 


Pansies going plenty for Coffee 


Cliff’s since the latter moved to the | 


Strand Roof. 
Ambition of every 
in Harlem nite clubs is to work in 





Mrs. D. W. Griffith tended a fare- | 
well tea to Cecilia Turrell, the sing- | 
er, before latter sailed for England. | 

Actors complaining that the naval | 
air squadron ruined their morning 


slumbers. 

Sylvia Smith now publicizing 
Mindlin’s new cinema arcade in 
Newark. 

Racketeers now planning their 


“rides” for Saturday nights to get 
a decent news break on Mondays. 

John Hayden begins as director 
of Elitch Gardens stock, Denver, 
June 15. 

Lee Posner is still awarding self- 
winding wrist watch for the best 
columns by N. Y. writers. 

Vernon Duke, composing for Par- 
amount’s “Heads Up,” will be a 
lyric writer for “Garrick Gaieties.” 

Charles Pepper replaées Curtis 
Hale as director of the Belvedere, 
actor’s tavern. 

Stanley Rauh reports a caterer’s 
breakage fee of $18 for his last “tea” 
party. 

Homer Mason has resigned from 





After 11 Years on Broadway 











Warners’ writing staff. He will 
free-lance. 

Charles Stewart visited Friars 
Monday. Back to Post Graduate 














DU Ue ee 





HOTEL UNIVERSE 


A New Play by PHILIP BARRY 


Th., W. 45 St. Cvs. 
MARTIN BECK "50 \inctn. Se.2 50 





NORMA SHEARER 
The DIVORCEE 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
with CHESTER MORRIS 
On the Stage—Revue 
Bunchuk, Orchestra 





A Month in the Country 


By IVAN TURGENEV 


GUILD 


Th., 62d St., W. 
Evs.8.30. 


of B'y. 
Mts. Thur.,St.2.30 











9th CAPACITY MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly 
Dishonorable 


Comeay Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 


AVON THEATRE, West 45th Street. 
Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs.& Sat.2:30 














Thea., W. 44th St. Evs. 8:40 
Mate. Thurs. and Sat. 2:40 


BELASC 
10th MONTH 


DAVID BELASCO Presents 
It's a Wise Child 
2: Sew Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 


6 TH PERFORMANCE IN 
NEW YORK, MAY 24 


STREET SCENE 


has moved 
from the PLAYHOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For further information 
see daily papers 


Mats. Wed. and Sat. 





Eves. 8:40. 2:30 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


° of 'way. Eves. 
PLAYHOUSE 310 This. “wea. ‘a sot. ‘236 





APITOL «::: 
50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


51st ST. 
R O xX Y of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
O KING OF JAZZ 


X with Paul Whiteman,,,, His Band 


John Boles—Other Stars—Technicoler 
George Gershwin in Person 
Rexy Symphony Orchestra 
and Complete Stage Show 
Doors Open 10:45 A.M.—Midnight Shew 
WORLD’S LARGEST COOLING SYSTEM 


és PALACE 2 


Rag 
00 
Cool, Comfortable, Perfect 
Ventilation 
CLAYTON, JACKSON and 
DURANTE 
Buster West—Jos Regan 
Charlies Ruggles—Freda & Palace 


RKO NEAR, 
msc EXRB NG T, 


WED. TO FRI., MAY 14 TO 16 
RICHARD ARLEN in 
“LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS” 
with Mary Brian and Harry Green 
SIG FRISCOE and BAND 
and other RKO attractions 


R-K- COR 
TORS 6°ST. LEX 

ew AVE 

WED. TO FRI., MAY 14 TO 16 

RICHARD ARLEN in 
“LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS” 
with Mary Brian and Harry Green 
ROSE’S MIDGETS 
and other RKO attractions _ 











Aiming to High 
Hoping to cash in on the demand 
for erotic reading, a Hollywood 
bookseller printed 4,000 copies of 
Lord Byron's “Forbidden Fruit.” 
This is a little above Hollywood 
brows, and the bookseller was able 


Leslie’s next “Blackbirds.” 

Dot Woodward has graduated 
from the chorus brigade to minor 
principal with “Sketch Book.” 

Ask Basil Gerson about the dame 
and the tables if you want to burn 
him. 

Chic Goldman, the only non-cryer 
of the Crying Goldmans, is now 
married. His bride is Rose Fisher, 
non-pro. 

A brief small fire in the State 
building Saturday was blamed on 
Soph Tucker, the Red-Hot Mamma, 
heading the bill there. 

Sam Marx entrained for the coast 
Saturday. Will remain on the coast 
until August. Body and soul with 
Metro. 

Alf. T. Wilton was the first of 
the agents to wear a straw-katy. 
He donned it May 8. Nobody threw 
anything. 

Katherine Cornell going to coast 
via boat May 31, “Dishonored Lady” 
closing Friday of that week at Em- 
pire. 

Rialto theatre electrtc sign ‘Mid- 
nite Show Tonite” dots the eyes in 
“midnite” (probably the first to do 
it), but not in “tonite.” 

“Porch” of. the Fulton theatre 
eliminated and new steps built, re- 
storing sidewalk to its full legal 
width. 

Renee Shapiro is back in Green- 
wich Village after a sojourn in the 
bucolic regions of Lake Mahopac. 
No night life tn Mahopac. 

Melba Elizabeth Callahan and 
husband, Ray, both formerly Broad- 
way theatre treasurers, now elec- 
trolysis specialists, 

Paul Whiteman off to Atlantic 
City for two weeks vacation. His 
band laying off, but start at Holly- 
wood Gardens, Pelham, June 1. 

The Good Fellows, bunch of 
Broadway ticket men, will have an 
outing at Green Gables, Long 
Branch, May 25. 

Regina Bennis, ex-chorister, has 
given up the idea of wanting to be 
glorified by Ziegfeld. She grabbed a 
job in a bank. 

Frank Thilo has camphored the 
clarinet to grab a job at Finchley’s. 
Frank was in the clothing racket 
before succumbing to jazz. 

Irving Berlin is expected to return 
this week from Los Angeles. On his 
return he will bring back his little 
di. aghter. ‘ 

Bare legs along Broadway com- 
mon hot days. It’s said there’s a 
pair of stockings for every woman 
on Broadway yet unsold. 

Phil Bloom stepped from a hot 
theatre into an open car for a drive 
to Long Island, and for several days 
couldn’t speak above a whisper. 

Richard Harrison of “Green Pas- 
tures” was guest preacher Surday 
at the Union Methodist Church, 48th 
street. 

Allan Cameron Dalzell heads for 
Denver, May 15, to p. a. for Elitch 
Gardens, stock company and amuse- 
ment park. 

Alice Mackenzie, former p. a. for 
“Silver Swan” revival, is concert 
touring in Torrington, Conn. Slated 
for R-K-O vaude St. Louis, May 24. 

yinger ale bottles in the clubs 
now carryng pasted label, “with un- 
derstanding not to be mixed for al- 
coholic drink.” 

Willard Keefe has quit publiciz- 
ing “50 Million Frenchmen” to de- 
vote time exclusively to finishing 
his new play. 

Lep Solomon, Music Box treas- 
urer, has switched from carnations 
to baby asters as the proper lapel! 
dressing for summer. 


Ted Reilly, staging “Hash,” al- 








to sell only 35 copies at $2. ' 


(Continued on page 58) 


around again | 


hat check girl | 


Radio reception gets awful. 
Window-washers get an eyeful. 


Box office men make money 
City tears up all the streets. 


Wesreaeecc hier P ~ PN « — ro 
Busses hire femme decoys. 


Charity solicitors in droves. 





'the noise. 


| Spring in- Chicago 


Chicago, May 11. 


| 300king agents carry golf outfits to the office and then play cards, 
| Fashion shows grab lay-off vaude 


talent. 


Free acts go on in doorways of arcades. 


| Stockyards odor reaches the loop. 

Half the town says its going to the Derby 
colored shirts. 
Pony followers, from the South, hog -hotel lobby chairs. 
' Actresses turn out with mammoth neck 
The dailies carry revivals of Al Capone stories. 





and doesn't 


furs. 


Pitchmen try to steal Loop corners. 

A bunch of boys, with two-toned shoes, 
Bookies work out on the curbs and encourage cops to lay $2. 
from 


come from Hollywood 


visitors. 


Winter hideouts walk about making touches. 
Stick-ups work the Lovers’ Lanes instead of downtown 
Evangelists on every corner not occupied by pitchmen. 


Ticket agencies can nearly all the help. 


Opera stars move out to Ravinia and the neighbors holler because of 





Jake Wilk looking the situation 


over. 
Terrific run on the April 19th 
“Satevepost” containing anti- 


French tourist article which fetch- 
ed official squawk. 

Mary and Margaret Gibb (Sia- 
mese twins} never met their 90- 
year-old Scotch grandfather and 
went to Aberdeen, Scotland, for a 
mutual o. o. 

Terry Turner, returning May 7th 
on the “Europa,” is flirting with a 
Swiss childbirth film which he 
counts on for a medicine show 
clean-up in America if he can 
land it. 

Chaney and Fox, following UFA 
German tour, back in Paris loafing. 

Ricardo Cortez came over with 
Ben Goetz of the Consolidated Film 
Labs, just for the ride. Goetz with 
the Mrs. and young hopeful taking 





Chatter in Loop 


The Spitalnys have a new Cad. 

Ned Becker producing Covenant 
Club “Capers.” 

Will Singer will vacation in the 
north woods. 


Cc. B. Clifford new asst. p.a. at 
M.C.A, 

The E. J. O’Donnells are expect- 
ing. 


So are the Max Richards. 

Randolph street is slowly loading 
up with touts and Aurora race 
track is getting the play. 

A certain star’s husband burned 
when he was cailed up and ad- 
dressed as Mr. Leontovich. 

The blessedness of a bald head, 
says E. M. Glucksman, just back 
from a southern vacation, is that 
the hot sun doesn’t bleach your hair. 

Jules J. Rubens now occupying 
the deluxe suite in the B & K ex- 
ecutive offices, built for Herbert 
Stern. 
| Walter Donaldson has written a 
comedy song called “Agua Caliente” 
in an effort to recoup losses, if any, 
he sustained at the resort. 

Mark Fisher had a dog named 
after him. Hound won first race at 
the Hawthorne track, paying 14 for 





$1. 

Having completed his eight 
weeks for “Whoopee” on the coast, 
Gus Kahn has returned to work on 
the local golf courses. 

R-K-O agents and bookers feted 
Billy Diamond, western booking 
|}manager, at a stag Monday, and 
| added to his golf wardrobe, Occa- 
sion: 20 years married. 

B & K tennis tezm composed of 
Cc. A. Leonard, publicity, and David 
Wallerstein, John Balaban’s assist, 
but they don't like Chi'’s middle- 
western court—their alibi. 

Maestro Marchelli, associate con- 


phony, has 67 medals for fencing, 
and when not thrusting a mean 
saber can be found doing oil paint- 
ings. 

Jack Pincus and Jerry Solomon, 
who recently seld a couple of songs 
te Feist, wrote the book, music and 
lyrics for the annual U of Chicago 
Blackfriars’ show. Both are U of C 
law school graduates. 

With song parodies hot, Newman 
and Harris, indie publishers, have a 
song, written by Harry Harris, tell- 
ing why “A Cottage for Sale” 
couldn't sell, with the tag line be- 

(Continued on page 59) 





ductor of the Chicago Theatre Sym- ' 


Chatter in Paris 


+ 





——_—_—_—_<» 





in the Eiffel Tower, Nappie’s Tomb, 
etc. 

FN’s “Sally” (Marilyn Miller) is 
“Cilly” in German territory for dis- 
tribution as “Sally” is too Jewish a 
given-name in Germany, hence the 
switch. 

Longchamps races Sundays get- 


ting more and more smart. Every- 
body out. 
Bill O'Brien, assistant general 


European director for Fox Movie- 
tone News, greeted Jack Connelly, 
his erstwhile immediate superior, 
with a lucky break. Jack told Bill 
to bet on a No. 6 in the big race. 
Bill forgot and decided it must have 
been No. 4. No. 4 won; No. 6 and 
the touted “inside,” nowheres. 

George Arliss is French by birth, 
exchanging his real name for an 
adaptation of Arles, his mother’s 
south-of-France home town. 

Longest distance bridge game was 
Adolph Zukor and Jack Connolly 
starting 6,000 miles away in Holly- 
wood and continuing across the 
continent and to Paris on the Ile de 
France, Zukor told Connolly to 
continue with him and wind it up 
in Berlin. 

Why aren't Harry Pilcer, Franco- 
American, and Andre Randall, 
Anglo-American, in those bi-lingual 
talkers? 

Dick Rodgers of the Hart-Rodgers 
songwriting team hasn’t enough 
between being born well-heeled and 
beaucoup royalties, but is $300,000 
richer through some distant uncle 
remembering him in his will t’other 
day. Rodgers and wife honeymoon- 
ing. 

Charlie Ahearn still bragging in 
Paris that his 1911 Nationai racer 
holds the Coney Island to Times 
Square record for 19 years, having 
done it in 28 minutes....but that 
was before heavy motor traffic and 
traffic cops. And Charlie is right, 
but it was late at night. 

Flying Paris-London cheapest 
rate at 8 a. m. highest for the 
noontime flight when weather con- 
ditions, and in-between for the 2:30 
flight. 

Joe Zelli teaching his 20-year old 
sheik son, Victor, the Zelli Royal 
Box nite club racket. Victor, born 
in London, speaks four languages. 

Victor Perosino of Chez Victor 
now handling Florence’s in Mont- 
martre. Bricktop’s joint, formerly 
opening 4 a. m., moved to new rue 
Pigalle location and opening mid- 
night. Still not getting heavy trade. 

Adolphe Osso spent Easter in 
Biarritz. Took it all in but forked 
it out before he left at the casino. 

After waiting two hours for 
Laudy L. Lawrence, Tania Fedor, of 
the Comedie Francaise called it a 
day. 

Andre Bauge, Opera-Comique 
singer, who starred in “New Moon” 
at the Chatelet, left for a six weeks’ 
engagement at the Varieties, Mar- 
seilles. Pierre Bordeaux replaced. 

Gustave Quinson, manager of 
Palais Royal, has signed Hennery, 
currently at the Chatelet, for next 
season. 

Gaby Morlay, 
Pierre Blanchar and 
will be featured in “La Mort Du 
Baiser” (“Death’s Kiss"), Henrt 
Bernstein's play, coming next season 
at the Gymnase, 

Grand-Guignol idea is spreading. 
Three Grand Guignol companies on 


Marcelle Geniat, 
Marcel Simon 


tour in Switzerland, Belgium and 
Algeria. 
Antoine, veteran French actor, 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Naughty Postcard Biz on Blink: 


New Trick; Swell Art for Swell Guys 





Berkeley, Cal., May 9. 

Years ago a sidewalk peddler of 
allegedly spicy French postcards de- 
cided to save wear and tear on his 
dogs by setting himself up in a 
classy office like any other bona- 
fide racketeer. He accomplished the 
ballyhoo by advertising in what are 
not known as the better magazines. 
While no master of swell adjectives 
he conveyed the idea that what he 
had to sell were pictures of beauti- 
ful ladies, partially or totally in the 
raw. 

Limited by lack of culture in de- 
scribing their wares, this original 
peddler and his later competitors 
displayed considerable ingenuity in 
manipulating simple words for 
double entendre. Within the trade 
it was admitted the ultimate in 


sales come-on was conceived by a | 
t who did business out of Akron, | 


gen 
O., and was 
grade for 


thrown out of second 
at the teacher 
adult intent. This genius in 12 words 
described all, and more than he had 
to sell. And he did it like this: 
SASSY ART PHOTOS 
For art students, art lovers 


gazing 


7% 
. 


with | 





Caesar on a Horse 


Riatnreend. May 3. 
Arthur Caesar, who has ad- 
vanced from rags to riches and 
polo, has two horses in his 
string. 
First 
because 
thing. 
Other nag is “Winchell,” be- 
cause he stops to pick up gags 
Caesar talks Socialism to the 
skates. 


‘NO-BOOZE WOMEN ONLY 
| INTEREST THE MEN 


one 
he 


is “Supervisor.” 
never does any- 














| The Woman's ene for 
National Prohibition Reform opened 
its headquarters on Madison avenus 
this week. So far it has attracted 
plenty of attention and stirred up 


excitement, but only among men. 


hy t lati | Crowds of men gather outside the 
and Lm ti sania eatin | headquarters and read the placards 
marriage: Hit Racket , displayed. They seem to be inter- 
, Films it sepsis F , ested and dumbfounded and are 
Time went on, and motion pic- aroused to all sorts of excitement 
rares ctsceveren ee Pee ney a | by this move on the part of the 
phrases. Comparing their ads vee | Women. 
those of the more ornate film . : ; 
, : : : | According to the organization, 
palaces, spicy art salesmen realized| . ‘ts 1 eunstess wees apoune 
. , since Ss 1ea ac arters rere pene 
they were licked. Where the art) 5 ; . 
< 3 |two days ago, but three women have 
peddlers were trying to work the} : ; 
come into the place and none con- 


peasants into a frenzy of buying by 
advertising “12 sure fire pictures for 
your den,” the turbulént minds of 


picture press agents were conceiv- | 


ing such things as “a mad, riotous | 
whirlwind of passionate ecstasy.” 
Obviously the old order of} 


naughty art exploitation had flopped 
in its tracks. The business needed 
an injection of blue blood, an aura 
of culture, an odor of class. 

Into this scene of decadent despair 
stepped a bright boy of Berkeley, 
Calif.; the western seat of culture, 
home of the University of Cali- 
fornia and blue ribbon elementary 
schools. There was breadth to his 
forehead and a flame of ambition in 
his eyes. 

He conceived a mail order pros- 
pectus which would do credit to a 
bonding house. His mailing list is 
sifted from the country’s ultra, and 
his motto is “swell art for swell 
guys.” He has photographed gais 


in the nude in every country under’ 


the sun, he announces, and he'll 
supply them in series of 30's for $5. 

This advanced type of snappy art 
merchant describes his “Exotic 
Nudes” thusly: “The black, gleam- 
ing skin of the jungle girl seems 


‘like an extra covering for her 


lethal, pantherlike body. 
strange appeal.” 

“Exotic girls of every land in their 
alluring environment; undisturbed, 
interesting, provocative. Don’t wait 
until you are shipwrecked to feel 
the spelj!” 


A weird, 


T . o e 
n his sales argument for studies | 


of “Follies Girls” the young high 
pressured salesman points out that 
all poses are anterior. And to save 
his less cultured clients a trip to the 


dictionary he adds that anterior 
means front. 
“Premier Nudes” is a group “to 


give one the sense of seeing around 
the model as she gracefully dis- 
plays herself.” These, too, he points 
out, are front views. 

In case some of the old order of 
customers still are in existence, the 
modern salesman has two series 
titled “Day In a Harem” and “Night 
In a Harem.” Sixty studies are 
offered under the heading of “Sex 
Appeal, a powerful and daring work 
portraying, by actual photograph, | 
this newly recognized subject.” 


B’klyn Mgr. $ $5,000 Short 


Night club parties, according to 
the police, resulted in alleged specu- 
lations that caused the arrest, May 
6, of William Widmer, 32, manager 
of the Albemarle theatre, in Brook- 
lyn, charged with the theft of $5,000. 
Widmer, when arraigned last week, 
was held without bail for the Grand 
Jury. 

Century Theatre 
ing the Albemarle, 
Samuel Goodman, 
complaint drawn. Examination of 
Widmer’s books resulted in the 
grand larceny charge which alleged 
a $1,600 theft on April 27. 
investigation indicated the 


Circuit, 
via its 
had the 


operat- 
auditor, 
specific 


alieged 


Later | 


However, the men 
and seize handfuls 
home for their 


gregate outside. 
in, in droves, 
cards to take 
|; women to sign, 


£0 


| of 


enthusiastic 

in and 
rather 
are no 


in many 
demand 
upset to 
cards for 


The men are 
ways. Some come 
la drink and are 
i; think that there 
them to sign. 
ask questions. 

A good many of the 
gentlemen are enemies of 
ganization They argue with 
ladies who dash out on the street 
to entice them in, and several men 
have insisted on giving soap box 
speeches in favor of prohibition. 
One man dashed into the place 
after giving a long harangue and 





interested 
the or- 





cause it had done much to save 
them. 

Altogether it looks as though the 
only way the organization will reach 
the women is through the interested 


men, 


Taxi-Drivers Fight 





A stiff fistic battle between two 
chauffeurs in front of the Hotel 
Astor the night of Police Commis- 
sioner’s dinner was witnessed by 
Deputy Police Commissioner Felix 
Muldoon, who has charge of the 
hack squad. 

Commissioner 





Muldoon was 
| amazed. He directed 2atrolman 
Dan Maguire of the West 47th 
street station to serve police sum- 
mons on the pair for their appear- 
ance in West Side Court on a 
charge of disorderly conduct. “And 
see that they appear before me 
when the Magistrate’s hearing is 
over,” said the Commissioner. 

The defendants gave their names 
as Julius Wolf, 25, 1483 Longfellow 
avenue, Bronx, and Irving Wagner, 
25, of 805 Allerton avenue, Bronx. 

Both told the cop they were 
blameless. Wolf said he had the 
position on line in front of the 
{Astor. He charged that Wagner 
| rolled his machine against his and 
| began to push him out of line. He 
told Wagner to cease, but was 
| menaced with a punch. 

Wolf and Wagner were going 
great guns when the shocked Com- 
. missioner saw the impromptu fight. 
| When they learned that 
isioner Muldoon had seen the battle 
they almost sienna 





| Arthur Ducore Dies 
{| Arthur Ducore, formerly in a 
' Broadway ticket agency, died last | 


| Friday of a broken neck, as the re- | 
into a pool at Lake! 


sult of a plunrve 
| Hopatcong, N. J., the Sunday pre- 
| vious. 

| He is a younger brother of Moe 
Ducore, whose drug stores are 
popular among professionals. 


| The deceased was interested in 


Men go in if only to | 


the 


said he was trying to save women, ! 
and was in favor of prohibition be- : 


As Comm’r Looks on 


Artist on Theatre Roof 
Gets Silence for 5 Days 


Attired in a crimson dressing 
gown, tan sandals and having long 
black hair, Gerald Guville, 26, art- 
ist, of 117 West 48th street, was 
sentenced to jail for five days ona 
charge of disorderly conduct. 

Guville was arrested by Patrol- 
man Daniel J. Maguire of the West 
47th street station. Guville wa 
[acing the roof of the Belmont the 





itre, seeking solitude and 
he told Maguire 
Maguire had to climb a long lad 
| der that led up the side of the Bel 
mont to the roof. When he arrived 
at the roof he pointed his 
‘the artist He he 
| know whether Guville was a 


msanir 
inspi 


tion 


stated 


burglar 


or an astronomer. 

| Tenants in the Hotel Bristol op- 
| posite claimed that Guville was a 
|; “peeping Tom.” Women disrobing 
‘in the Bristol, Maguire stated, had 
|complained of Guville, whom they 


3elmont 
solitude 
Gu- 


on the roof of the 
yur Honor, I sought 
and inspiration,” 


“a * 
| silence said 
| ville 

“You 


stated 


shall have it. 
Magi 


MANICURES’ "NION: 


Five days in 


trate ptern 


Talk has been quietly going on 
among the manicures of Times |} 
| Square over forming a union, The 
| girls see extra money for themselves 


| 
| 


lin a working formula that will 
cheat the cheaters, 
| One of the first rules to be ap- 


be that there must be 
by any manicure- 


proved will 
a charge made 





gun at} 


didn't } 


HAND FEELS EXTRA. 


Trained for Booze Selling on 
Coast—Leggers Hot After Trade 








P \ 
) nottest entertainmer lk I 
; town Since Mae West be mié a 
peneneaey was last weel when 
ni Ss nd 
flock of patrol wagons descended 
a boat show. 
y “It’s a raid,” 350 birds who had | 
shelled out $3 apiece to board the 
| boat Manitou at one of the local 
river wharfs shouted. And a raid 
lit was. 
The Manitou has been operating 











SHOW RAIDED-OBSCENE 


| for months with a program of stage 
and screcn entertainment that 
would have put the Parisian peep- 


i 


member who lets a guy hold hands | 
when he doesn’t need a manicure. 
That is said to be an evil from | 
which there is no escape without | 
ja set charge. 

Marie, the handsome blonde from | 
Queens County, where another | 
i blonde, Ruth Snyder, was put away 


|for bumping off her a. k. husband, 
and without blondes being a panic 
anyway on Long Island, says she 
for the extra and useless hand feel 
charge. Marie is in the “Variety” 
barber shop on West 46th street 
uses the name of this lousy 


| that 

| paper without paying royalty or 

i trimming the prices on trims. 
Trade Inducer 

Marie alleges that most of her 
men customers get their manicure 
once weekly. In between when 
she’s not putting something in the 
way of a gyp ‘cure on a guy ina 
'chair, Marie’s loafing near the win- 
|dow, as a trade inducer. Then the 
boys come in, says she, say, “Hello, 
Marie” and shake hands with her. 
But it isn’t a hand shake, claims 
Marie; it’s a hand feel. As her 
time means money, she’s for the 
union that will set a price on this 
lost motion time. 

The union may fix a price on 
manicures at 75c, tip as much as 
you please, with the set figure for 
hand feels 40c every four minutes. 

Marie says a guy can’t hold a 
girl's hand in a barber shop for 
four minutes when not getting 
manicured without looking foolish. 
The blonde as an expert on holding 
hands through Long {sland subway 
experience says there's nothing in 
holding hands, and you always take 
a chance on the guy’s hands being 
dirty, though that is the profes- 
sional slant, as Marie is a sanitary 
chiseler. 

Marie never tells her last name, 
won't say if she is married or has 





children, nor give her house ad- 
|dress. Marie’s very exclusive, ex- 
cepting when it’s business, and 
(holding hands, she says, is her 
business. 


GUARANTEED TIPS CASE 
"SETTLED DURING TRIAL 


Commis- | 


| her former husband, James C. Par- 
rish, Jr.. broker, to compel him to 
make good an alleged promise 
pay her losses if his tips on 
market did not win. 

After a three-day trial in N. 
Supreme Court a settlement 
curred, but the lawyers agreec 
= say how much. 

The alleged promise and the tips 
resulted from a chance meeting be- 
the ex-mates on a steam- 


the 


» 
oc- 
not 


tween 
| ship 
| Miss Palmer offered in evidence a 


losses totaling $4,870 with the po- | the shops, but was engaged in the| number of endearing notes written 


lice now tracing the money. 


thoesiery business. 


‘ber by Parrish after be got to Paris. 





| 


| ped 


hole stuff to shame. 
who have managed 
of the mess, 
up prior 
activities. 

The usual Manitou programs in- 
cluded five nude girl dancers, four 
or five reels of that kind of pictures 
more nude girl specialties of a sen- 
sational sort. 


The operators, 
to remain out 
are said to have mop- 
to the cessation of 


The boat also was equipped with 
gambling devices and at the com- 
pletion of the show, the guests were 


invited to remain aboard for crap, 
roulette, slot machines, baccarat, 
etc. 


Three girls in the show 
ployees were arrested. The 
were permitted to go. 

And at $3 a shot, they were turn- 
ing customers away. 


and em- 
pajrons 





Speaks Taking Chances 
As Competition Increases 


More wide open thirst quenching 
emporiums operating in Times 
Square now with competition so 
keen that the small gross joints 
have thrown away the key and 
willing to take chances on a pinch 
so long as they keep going. 

Most of the open door places are 
cagey about selling except to those 
whom they know, figuring the sale 
pinch a serious matter, but there 
are others that don't give a rap one 
way or another. 

With the influx of warm weather 
and heavy demand for beer, boot- 
leggers handling the amber fluid 
are out with their annual alibi on 
how tough it’s getting to deliver the 
stuff which speak props figure is 


just a prop to warrant a tilt in 
price. 
New racket of the prohibition 


agents making possession pinches 
Subpoenaing the guests or diners 
for questioning as to whether or 
not liquor is being sold on premises 
has been laughed at by most, but 
has scared away some of the timid 
imbibers. 


Flanagan on Probation 


Michael Flanagan, 35, of 438 East 
Sist street, an actor, was given a 


| Suspended sentence and placed on 


to | 


| way of a speakeasy 


Charlotte King Palmer got some- probation 


thing out of her $50,000 suit against | 
| |} on his plea of guilty to assault. 


for one year by Judge 
Max 8S. Levine in General Sessions 


According te probation officers 
Flanagan, for several years played 
small parts in shows. W. A. Brady 
promised to obtain him employ- 
ment if he was freed. 

Flanagan, with David J. 
48, of 341 Broome street, a 
worker” with a long record, 
indicted for the assault and 
bery of Herbert McCarthy, mus 
in the orchestra of the 
“Western World.” They 
and robbed him of $75 in 
at 


Hearn, 
“lush 
were 
rob - 
ician 


attacked 
the hall- 
153 West 
44th street. 


stearship | 


| Los Angeles, May 13. 
A Royal Mugg Competition on yey and price 
(ae {{of liquor is now so hi in the Los 
Masiand’s Lord Defby is 1 Ang. les and Holl ywoo a market thas 
here to attend the Kentucky {| ‘"° bootleg syndicates are bally- 
race and at the same time ed lj signe . ene 
ucate Americans to say “dar —— a 
by.” The royal mugg may not {si gh oe On Soe ee 
know it, but one of the Nation- ane at —_ address in Hollywood 
al Broadcasting Company’s jor in t! downtown district sé ven 
standlr rules enforces the — ; in “agp Piet a re 
. P jquent and »s minutes a naxinm It 
_ - . _ =“ — ane it me from receipt of rder 
has been doing so for more i 
tha 1 year. | In vogue are slogans such as 
Still the only Yanks say- ‘Our Customers Are Contented,” 
ing “darby” when talking “Satisfaction That Lingers When 
about a hat or a horse race are the Liyguor Is Gone,” “No Mornings 
radio announcers 'After With Our Fine Honey and 
} | Interior Decorating Your Guests 
f | , | Will Appreciate.” 
| PITTSBURGH'S $3 BOAT & One syndicate has established a 


od- will | dé partme nt, 
Pay cxrgeg four 


stomers to 


with a follow- 
men check- 
appex 


service 
ise anys 
Mer re recruited 


i squad through class 


for the good 
ified 
ingg the nature 
of the business, } sober, 


for a 


ut specifying 
men are wanted 


occupation, 


Menlieent Mason Okay 


Applicants are received 
|femme personnel 
sizes up their 


out 


by a 
who 
sounds 


secretary, 
character and 
| them with preliminary 


tions. 


! 
| 
| 
i 
| ques- 
| A legit actor who answered 
| 
i 
| 


one 
of the ads was questioned about his 
Masonic affiliations when the 
retary spotted emblem in his lapel. 
When he explained that he had be- 
longed to a lodge in the east and 
had paid no dues for several yea®Yr 
that he was okay on 
that point. He was asked if he 
belonged to any reform bodies and 
‘if he believed in the strict enforce- 
ment of the prohibition laws. The 
femme sec explained frankly that 
the work was a follow-up in con- 
nection with liquor and that nat- 
urally employees could not be an- 
tagonistic. 

Strict sobriety, at least in work- 
ing hours, is insisted upon, and a 
pleasant voice and a gentlemanly 
approach are required, 

Those acceptable, if willing to go 
further, are given a four-day train- 
ing course. If they prove suitable 
they receive $4.50 for the training 
period, and go to work at $5 a day. 
Four men are regularly employed 
on this particular service squad. 

Good-Wili Line 

The good-will workers never meet 
each other, nor are they informed 
of their employers’ full names, nor 
of the location ef the distribution 
depots. Some of the follow-up 
work requires calls to business of- 
fices, but in most cases they are 
merely given phone numbers, and 
the name of the person to ask for. 

“I represent Bob and Bill. We 
just wanted to know if the last 
order was satisfactory,” is the stock 
opener. 

Comments on the quality of the 
order are noted down. Customer is 
asked if the serivce was satisfae- 
tory and takes notes on any 
squawks in this respect. 

Interview closes with a pleasant, 
“Thank you. Call on us again.” 

The canvassers report to the 
good will department at the end of 
the day, turn in the list of.custom- 
ers called on and their squawks, 
and are paid for the day’s work. 

Good will canvassers are forbid- 
den to take any orders for liquor, 
or to give any information about 
the service. The questions are am- 
biguous and to a listener-m might 
apply to any type of service or 
merchandise. 


sec- 


it appeared 


Not Chicago This Time 


lll., May 13. 





Wilmington, 


1; Otto Bergeson’s “Cleopatra Gar- 
| dens,” which since the opening 
| years ago has been the scene of 


three bombings, was destroyed by 
fire shortly before noon May 6 and 
{Bergeson kidnaped by four men, 
| who took him for a 12-mile ride, 
| beating him so badly when they 
; kicked him from the car that two 
{ribs were broken and his face and 
head cut. 
| The loss was estimated at $9,000. 
Bergeson had been unable to obtain 
insurance on the property asa 
f the bombings. Jealo of 
dance hall operators was 
son ination of the latest 
undecided whether 
again. 


severely 


jany 
result ¢ 


other 


ury 
; 
Berge s expl: 
attack He 
ito attempt the 


1s 


venture 
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Broadway Chatter 











(Continued from page 56) 
Ways wears his cane while direct- 
ing. Waves it for stops instead of 


blowing whistle. 


Teddy Jones has quit show busi- 
ness to become sec to a play broker. 
Meaning the kind that tries to sell 
piays. 

Ralph Stitt is back at the pub-| 
licity helm at the Rivoli after sev- 
eral weeks’ roving assignment for 
Publix. 

Louis (Lay-it-on-the-line) Berger 
is scouting a Times Square site for 


a nite club. Wants to sew up now 
but open in autumn, 

Frank Moxley, theatrical attorney, 
3ond | 


has snite in the 


Building for a more swanky layout 


quit his 


on Fifth avenue. 
Mazie Ward, 
cafe job, 


back from Panama | 


claims conditions in the 
Canal Zone not half as bad as some 
soreheads paint them. 

Stenciled 
wear is the latest in haberdashery 


silhouettes on  neck- 
for which the Broadway mob is go- 
ing for a gag. Mostly nudes. 


Lee Carson, number’ stager, 
leaves for Panama next week to 
stage a new floor show for Kelly’s 
Ritz, Cristobal. 

“Take a Picture Week” 


just to start the films rolling. Next 


This is 


week may be “Shine Your Shoes 
Week” to bring juvenile New York 
to its knees. 

Jack Partington staged and Char- 
leyg Ruggles m. c.-ed. the M. P. 
Club’s Sunday night benefit at the 
Liberty. Paramount donated “The 
Big Pond.” 


Walter Parry is back at the G. O. 
H. after an unprogramed dive 
from house marquee, Wire slipped 
while changing signs, but okay after 
fall. 

Jimmy lLueas’ four-year-old 
daughter mixed in with some 
Brooklyn kids and caught whooping 
cough. So the wife has taken the 
girl to the country to recover, 


Sam Serwer, Warner music ex- 
ploitation man, states that these 
sunny days are giving him plenty 
inspiration to do bigger and better 
things in the form of layouts. 


Sailors on Broadway by the thou- 
sands. Few playing the theatres. 
Sightseeing busses doing well. 
Baseball, and the tracks got the 
dough. 


Mary Coyle, Louise Joyce and 
Eleanor Hunt are om the west coast 
in the “Whoopee” picture. They 
are all returning to Broadway, 
maybe. 

Mary Sawyer reported engaged to 
several New York boys of wealth, 
denies all rumors. Says she is 
bound to her stage work. That’s 
always a good gag. 

Charley Washburn will return to 
the George M. Cohan forces to pub- 
licize George M.’s revivals of “The 
Tavern” and “Song and Dance Man” 
at the Fulton, 

Eastman kodak dealers swamped 
by 12-year-old boys and their par- 
ents seeking one of the free kodaks. 
Eastman intends to give away 500,- 
000 kodaks to boys 12 years old this 
May. 

Bart Grady has turned songwriter. 
He, Eddie Lambert and Joe Dan- 
fels have turned out a new one, “A 
Bay State Yankee,” that Magssachu- 
setts may claim as its own state 
song. “ 

National Biscuit Co. has made an 
offer for the Pacific Coast Biscuit 
Co. Any day may be reported the 
mergerizing of the Kraft-Phenix 
Cheese Corp. by the National Dairy 
Products Dairy Corp. 

First church to install a cooling 
px to hold its worshippers during 
the hot weather is the Chelsea M. 
E. Church, better known as the 
Broadway Temple, on Washington 
Heights. 

Will Green, former indie agent, 
sails for Hollywood at the end of 
June. Will says its only a vacation 
and he will return in August or 
September. Doesn’t want his 
creditors to get panicky. 

Max Schmeling the German 
heavyweight who is to fight Jack 

Sharkey for the world’s heavy- 
weight title, arrived in New York 
Saturday. He was accompanied by 
- 19 trunks and plenty of gifts, mostly 
for newspapermen. 

Louis Sobel was partied the other 


| Graphic, 


| Jimmy 


| 


eve. Louie’s the guy who digs dirt 
for the Graphic. Should quote 
but no paper does. Not 
a slam at Louie, a nice kid and 
once “Variety’s” correspondent in 
New England. 


Durante is sending his 


| schnozzle to California next week 
If nothing untoward occurs Jimmy 
|}expects to go with it. Trip is a 
visit to the folks at home to prove} 
by the scrapbook it’s their own son] 
the notices are about. 

Benny Piermont, former vaude 


booker and now with Electrical Re- 
search Products, has~ been ap- 
pointed to the Friars board of gov- 
ernors. Post has another year be- 
fore expiration. He replaced Charles 
Gray of the Vanderbilt box office. 

Two colored motorcycle cops and 
six autos full of admirers blazed 
the trail down 7th avenue for Harl 
Tucker (“Snakehips”) when the 
colored dancer left Grand Central 
station for Hollywood last week. 
Tucker has a contract from M-G-M. 
Liggett stores are displaying a 
toy drum with most of the acces- 
sories of the drum in a jazz band, 
one of which goes in the window as 
a sample. Also advised as an anti- 
dote to the neighbor’s radio loud 
speaker. 


The widow of Phil Mindil, one 
time among the best of pres? 
agents, visited New York last week 
and sailed with the Gold Star 
mothers sent to France by the gov- 
ernment. She has remarried and 
resides in Denver. 

Columnists are staying away 
from public dinners lately. Recent 
dinner .by N. Y. Advertising Club 
revealed “illness” excuses by the 
gross. Louis Sobol—wisdom tooth; 
Mark Hellinger—wife sick;Bob Da- 
vis—broken leg; and Bugs Baer— 
just didn’t get there. 

Group of Chinese brought into 
Harlem court last week on gam- 
bling charges were revealed as 
shooting crap. Following day, group 
of colored men brought into the 
same court, also on gambling 
charge, admitted to playing whist 
and Spanish monte. 

Hi Brown, as chairman of the 
Westchester Country Club, Rye, 
N. Y., has picked Johnny Farrell as 
the new pro for the club. Johnny, 
local boy, also meets with the ap- 
proval of that big Haysite, Charlie 
Pettijohn, whose dwelling edges the 
course. 

Warner’s new Hollywood on 
Broadway did the wiring double at 
the premiere. Postal Telegraph boys 
walked through the orchestra asking 
seaters to sign a prepaid form mes- 
sage to anyone in New York about 
theatre and picture. Hollywood, 
Cal., gag imported. 

Senator Francis Murphy. says his 
wedding June 4 vill occur at the 
Hotel Astor, New York, at mid- 
night. The Senator says he wants 
all of his professional friends in at- 
tendance and set the late hour to 
ensure their presence (not pres- 
ents). 

A few weeks ago an item in the 
Honolulu news stated the late Hol- 
brook Blinn was visiting the island. 
Several letter writers hurried to 
correct Mabel Thomas, “Variety’s” 
correspondent over there. It should 
have read Mrs. Holbrook Blinn. 
Whoever left off the Mrs. is guilty. 

Lou Handin, the attorney and a 
former vaude pianist, returned to 
the two-a-day last week. Made 
a speech twice nightly from the 
stage of Fox's Roebling, Brooklyn, 
to help the N. V. A. drive. Also, 
entertained at the ivories, accom- 
panying Olga Morselli and later in 
the week Connie Mitchell. 

They dealt Harry Lenetzka 500 
pinochle hand at the Friars the 
other night. It was so arranged 
that although the meld was 400 
Harry would lose by two points. He 
was very nervous thinking of $350 
if he lost the hand. Somebody made 
a mistake and he made the distance. 
But they didn’t pay off because it 
was -. frame. 

Isabel Heath, Ben Piazza’s secre- 
tary, and Helen Burnett, concert 
pianiste, are roommates. When the 
census taker called, Miss Burnett 
was asked to explain why she has 
not been employed for the past few 
months. “On account of the movie- 
tone,” said Miss Burnett, and the 
puzzled census man put down a 
question mark. 

Anatol Friedland ordered frank- 
furters and sauerkraut in the 





Hoted Astor. One of the dogs fell 
off the plate to the floor. Anatol 
demanded replacement. Got an- 
other portion with another couple 
of dogs. When check rendered, 
charge of $1.50 for two portions of 





frankfurters. Panic! Will prob- 
ably have to go to arbitration. 

Samuel Untermyer owns some- 
thing like 260 acres at Greystone, 
entirely devoted to flowers and 
plants. Among these are 7,000 
varieties of orchids. Sixty men are 
employed on the flowers alone. 
Among them several of country’s 
greatest botanical experts. It’s 
; Untermyer’s hobby. He needs big 
| fees for it. 

Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., former 
U. S. Solicitor, and son of the Chief 
Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court, 
is now a member of the firm of 
Hughes, Schurman & Dwight, 
which his father formerly headed. 
The firm acts for Fox Films; Halsey, 





| Stuart & Co. and other allied com- 


panies. Young Hughes joined the 
firm Monday. 

Alan Dale, jr., daughter of the 
late dramtic critic, is covering 
shows for “The Trimmer,” Great 
Neck weekly. In one of her recent 
added notes she mentioned that 
among those present were Jose- 
phine Victor and her husband. The 
latter is Francis Reid, in charge of 
publicity for the Erlanger enter- 
prises. 

Photomaton, which advises the 
world “Just Picture Yourself,” is of- 
fering $5,000 worth of travel prizes, 
trips to Europe, California or Can- 
ada. Prizes are for the most attrac- 
tive mother and baby combination 
pose; most attractive child; most 
engaging smile and the most hu- 
morous pose. Many samples of the 
latter on display, unless the intent 
is mistaken. = 

Joe Emmett brought his mother, 
83, to Times Square the other eve- 
ning to see the show at the Capitol, 
of which Joe is the managing direc- 
tor. To make it a complete eve- 
ning, Joe first took his mother to 
dinner in a high class restaurant 
with a bar attachment. After that 
Joe had to take his mother home 
and put her to bed. She didn’t see 
the show. 

When the Jesse Freemans re- 
turned to their home Friday in 
Freeport, L. IL, after an auto trip to 
Chicago and back, they found the 
house plenty plastered with signs. 
On top of those a gas station was 
set up in the yard. One of the signs 
said, “This house for sale.” Another 
mentioned “Smallpox inside,” with 
others giving notification of an auc- 
tion, etc. The Freemans laughed it 
off and had a picture taken of the; 
whole joint the next morning. 

Edmund Lowe and his wife, Lil- 
yan Tashman, are in town. They 
return to the coast next week, 

Nancy Carroll is in New York, 
arriving Sunday (11). Miss Carroll 
will stay here for some time as she 
is to make “Laughter” for Par in 
the New York studio. 


Palestine Co-Op. Film 


(Continued from page 6) 








straight modern fiction tales with- 
out deliberate propaganda. 

Company is entirely a co-opera- 
tive affair, all concerned will re- 
ceive no salary. If and when the 
first picture is finished and some 
sort of profit is shown, each will 
get his share. 

More than 90% of the story will 
be filmed outdoors, which takes care 
of the problem of sets. Estimated 
cost of the first picture, exclusive of 
these items, is about $1,000. This 
will probably be contributed by the 
members of the co-operative com- 
pany. 

The scenario is ready. No title 
chosen, but the theme will be the 
“Goluth (Diaspora) versus Pales- 
tine,” parallel to the town versus 
country idea. Story and scenario 
done by Halachmei, actor with the 
local Matate, who will also direct. 
He has had no experiences in pic- 
tures nor has any of the others, 
but this does not seem to bother 
them. The cameraman, who also 
owns the camera, has worked here- 
abouts on local news stuff and sim- 
ple trailer announcements. 

Tests of actors will be taken in 
May and actual shooting is ex- 
pected to commence in June. Fig- 
ured that it will take from 10 
months to a year to finish the first 
picture, since everyone has his own 
regular job to attend to, and this 
will have to be done in their spare 
time and at odd moments. Fifty 
persons in all will be used and all 
the leading roles will be in the 
hands of professional stage actors. 

Guiding spirits of the organiza- 
tion are Neura Shane, Jacob Hal- 
perin, Radamsky, N. Konovitch, 
Sutkern, Gilford and Zanssman. 

There is another film producing 
company under organization here, 
probably more or less on the same 
conditions, but no announcement 








from it yet. ‘ 
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Clipping Off a Street 
With New York City widening 46th street, from Broadway west, the 
N. V. A. not only must chop 26 inches off its canopy over the sidewalk 
but also had to completely readjust the boiler room layout which re- 
poses underneath the walk in front of the N. V. A. building. It will 
all be done at the expense of the N. V. A. as it all encroaches on city 
property. 





Technical Innovation 

Bootleggers now have a more modern method than the oldtime western 
or southern hip boots that gave them their name, ° 

Around Times Square those delivering wet goods to offices are using 
a large belt which has compartments to fit the quart or pint bottles 
being toted. 

Some are saving the trouble of having a special belt made by using a 
money change apron as carried by newsboys. 





Newspaper Men’s Dinner 

Charles Wyer, N. Y. “Sun,” who has covered West Side Court and 
Broadway, is now doing rewrite and general work. T. P. Headon, Kansas 
City, Mo.,, succeeds Wyer. The latter also covers the Palace for the 
“Sun.” 

Wyer has been covering Broadway for the “Sun” for the past two 
years. His father is the publisher of a paper in Delhi, N. Y. Wyer 
has an uncle who is a foreign correspondent for the New York “Times.” 

Neil Kingsley -was toastmaster at a dinner given to Wyer by his 
newspaper associates of the West Side Court. 

Big Lip Protection 

With the Ringling-Barnum circus on the move, the big lipped Ubangi 
women will probably be more contented. They were homesick for their 
children during the Garden stay. 

The curious blacks from the French Congo were first on exhibit in 
Paris and later in South America. Their custom of stretching the lips 
with wooden disks dates back hundreds of years. The African tribe 
figured that by disfiguring their women, men of other tribes would not 
capture them in raids. Later the tribe thought it cute for their women 
to be so adorned. 





Mrs. Sam Rose Okay 

The cold blooded murder of Harry Block, night club owner and 
gambler, as he stepped into the elevator to go to his apartment last 
week, developed an erroneous detail. A telegram sent Block from the 
Coast and signed Sam Rose, stated the latter’s wife had died there. 
Rose staged the floor shows at the Silver Slipper, where the message 
was delivered. . 

Mrs. Rose is well and is living with her daughter at Forest Hills, 
L. I. She was formerly of the vaudeville team, Rose and Moon. 





Appreciating a Gift 

The Sid Harris Association has been formed for the purpose of pre- 
senting Sid, manager of the Cohan theatre, with a new car. The oc- 
casion was that of his reitrement from Broadway to enter the stock 
brokerage business. Harris was so happy over the gift, he cried. 

Harris is another of Broadway’s popular hox office men to go into Wall 
street. He is entering the office of his brother, Harry Harris, one time 
world’s champion boxer and a former theatre treasurer. The latter is 
a member of the Curb Exchange. 

Barney Klawans is now manager of the Cohan, also in charge of the 
Cort. Box office staff of the Cohan remains the same—Tom Muldoon 
and Clarence Jacobson. 





Cheating—For $500 

A well known executive of a picture company, seated with two male 
companions in a Times Square restaurant, also well known, was abruptly 
approached by a young woman, who said, “How do you do, Mr. Blank. 
May I sit down?” 

When seated, she said, speaking quickly: 

“I don’t suppose you know me but I do you, by sight anyway. I am 
with that party over there (indicating two men a girl at another table) 
and I win $500 by sitting here with you. I told them I knew you but 
they said I was kidding and that old guy mentioned he would give me 
$500 if you acknowledged knowing me. Won't you please come over on 
your way and say good-bye, just to burn them up.” 

The young woman rejected a proposal that she split the $500, but 
mentioned during the conversation she had shortly before returned from 
South America. That seemed enough! 





Fruit Juice Selling Going Blooey 

Business of fruit-juice concerns selling prepared non-alcoholic 
beverages which, when allowed to stand proper length of time ferments 
itself into a big kick, is being so hard hit by industrial depression, un- 
employment and tightness of money that unusual concessions to stir 
trade are being made. 

One of the biggest companies has decided to give away sample five- 
gallon kegs with every order. This company sells nothing under 15 
gallons to an order. 

In order to stimulate biz, another is giving away a similar amount 
of fruit-juiced wine preparation to everyone who gives the company 
the names of five friends out of which three might be sold. Company 
must close with three before prize is given. 

In this way a large mailing list is being built up besides one of people 
who drink and might be placed on concern’s books as a frequent or 
steady customer. 

General business conditions have also told a different story so far as 
speaks are concerned than on the record six months ago or before 
the crash. 

Those in neighborhoods looking for family trade have been particularly 
hard hit. 





Aerial Cops Looked On as Gag 

There are three police planes flying around New York to police the air, 
but professional aviators look upon them as a gag. They say that the 
most any of the official amphibians can do is 90 miles an hour with 
pressure and 70 is nearer their limit. While a plane they may be pur- 
suing or attempting to, can do 190. 

The cops’ machines are Savoie-Marchettes. Their drivers were trained 
at Garden City, L. I They now chase some of the fellows who coached 
them. A police plane, if noting an air violation, is expected to follow 
the offending plane to its air port and issue summonses or whatever 
may be necessary. Sometimes the police ship flies alongside the un- 
suspecting flier and motions him to descend at his airport. 

One flier recently flew at 500 feet over a gathering around New York. 
He was fined $500 and his license suspended for six months. 

Under the rules being promulgated almost weekly by the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce for flying, only experienced pilots can now drive 
in their class. There are three classes, with but few in the third class 
that can include any weight machine. Examination is very rigid. Fliers 
must be constantly at work to have their licenses renewed every three 
months. If flying for the three months, each pilot must evidence he 
has flown a certain number of hours during the third month. 

Fliers say that the latest passenger model air ship carrying 32 pas- 
sengers with four motors, working in twins, is a peach. Three have 
been ordered for one of the western air routes. Each plane weighs 
about 10 tons and can fly on either set of motors, but can only get 
altitude with the full quartet working. ‘ 
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at the wicket nearly 200 times. 
Golf tournaments here these days 
are an excuse for rival newsreel eor- 
ganizations slinging mud at each 
other. 
Will Day reckons he’s a magician. 
Craze among the bright folk these 
days is to eat Russian food. 
Nothing worse than attending two 


British talker premieres in one 
week, 
Pinero’s plays tripping round, 


trying to make the grade. 

There’s a sap in the talker studios 
who says he’s going to improve on 
Shakespeare’s dialog. 

Seymour Hicks making shorts at 
Elstree. 

The name of the Metro Goldfish 
which floats in the Empire fountain 
is reported as Jerry. 

Beachcomber, “Express” column- 
ist, most individual. feature writer 
in the country, thinks films are not 
just bad, but punk. 

Executives working on certain 
British talker units are wondering 
whether they’ll get next week’s 
dough this year, next year, now, or 
never. 

Plus fours are now the standard 
dress of bank clerks 0’ week-ends. 

Leslie Henson replaced W. H. 
Berry in “A Warm Corner” at 
Princes. 


Evelyn Laye running around with ‘from the estate. 


——— 


| No relation. 





Swears half the Amer- | 
icans who meet him they 
thought he was dead. 

Shaw’s little niece is reported in 
the papers to have panned his plays. 
Takes a kid to tell the truth or 
have more pluck than most critics. 

With tennis season about to start, 
indications are evening tabs will 
want to get to bed an hour earlier. 
Gives the boys a smash before sun- | 
down. 

Leading song at present, “Happy 
Days.” 

John 
off to the States. 
left here soon. 


Rickard “Abatement” on 
Tax Not a Refund 


Washington, May 13. 

Mrs. Tex Rickard, widow of the 
fight promoter, won out in a tax 
disagreement with the treasury in- 
volving over $25,000. Though re- 
ported throughout the country as a 
“refund,” Mrs. Rickard will not re- 
ceive this sum though it is stated 
that Rickard’s estate dwindled to 
practically nothing when it was 
settled. 

Though not a refund it does re- 
move a liability to that amount 


say 


Maxwell threatens to trip | 
No film magnates | 





Inaccurate Biographies 





Clara Bow 





By Claude Binyon 


Hollywood, May 10. 

With Paramount advertising that 
“Clara Sings,” it looks like Harry 
Richman spoiled it, Elinor Glyn 
Started it, Clara showed it, and the 
boys went nuts about it. By the 
way, what happened to Richman? 

Clara (SA) Bow was born in the 
east. Her dad ran a coffee and cake 
spot at Coney Island, and it was 
there that Clara learned about 
women. 

“Father,” said Clara 
With that questioning look 
eyes. 

“Nix,” said Pop, guessing 
the kid was going to spring. 

“Father,” repeated Clara, “I want 
to know about everything.” 

“You mean about Santa Claus 


one day, 
in her 


what 


and Bunny Rabbit?’ asked Pop, 
Stalling. 
“Father,” repeated Clara. She 


Was a persistent kid. 


' book of ethics. 





“Well,” said Pop, “it’s this way. | 


We're here today and gone tomor- 
row.” 
He 


Was right. Clara. won a 
beauty contest and they took off | 
for Hollywood. 

“I like Hollywood,” said Clara. | 
' 


” 


“It's so sensuous. 
“By gad!” exclaimed Pop. “They 

took the sensuous last year, too.” 
Clara's first part was a small one 


in “Beyond the Rainbow,” made by. 
Metro and featuring Billie Dove. 
“It’ landed on the cutting room 
floor. Miss Bow’s next was “Down 
to the Sea in Ships” three years 
later. She played the stowaway 
and gave Joan Lowell a great idea. 

A press agent looked her over. 
“You have agate eyes,” he said 
slowly. “They are the first agate 
eyes I ever saw. Was your father 
a Mason?” 

“Yes,” said Clara. 
The press agent 
“Musn't touch,” 

sighed, and walked away. 

Ben Schulberg finally placed 
Clara under contract and he brought 
the girl over -with him when he 
moved to Famous Players-Lasky. 
Her first starring picture was “It.” 
Elinor Glyn is credited with discov- 


looked into the 
he 





ering the thing. When she saw 
Clara she immediately pointed her 
out as a girl with plenty. | 
“Where is it?” asked Paramount. 
ot within her,” said Miss 
Glynn. “It’s an inner magnetic ap- 
peal. It will show in pictures 
Whereupon “It” became associ- | 
ated with lingerie. | 
Which explains those guys whe 


come around to the door peddling 


underwear to your wife.” 


dialog in five days in “Quand Nous 
Etions Deux.” 

Roy Barton learned “So I Ups to 
Him” from Jimmy Durante’s Co- 
lumbia disk. Many of the mob think 
it's Old Home Week at Harry’s 
New York Bar, where Barton and 
his mob assassinate jazz. 

First time over for Bert Cortel- 
you, gen. mgr. for Lyons & Lyons, 
honeymooning with the former Nel- 
lie King. Mollie King and her 
husband are also in the party with 
their children. Everywhere they go 


they get the “Broadway Melody” 
tunes barraged at them because of 
Charlie. 


Olympia copping Paramount’s 
Broadway-Publix manner of bally- 
hoo, distributing the programs gra- 
tis to sidewalk passers-by; ultra- 
military courtesy service, no tips, 
etc, 

Louis (Lili) Chatain flew to Lon- 
don for Joe Freeman’s wedding. 

Cecile Sorel, of the Comedie Fran- 
caise, is fighting the French gov- 
ernment in the courts to prevent 
condemnation proceedings on part 
of her Riviera estate. French navy 
wants to build a coast battery there. 

Count that day, or rather a.m. 
lost when Charlie Ahearn doesn’t 
become prankful. To illustrate to 
Herbie and Gino of the U. S. Bar- 
testaurant that he (Charlie) was so 
hungry he could eat a horse, he 
borrowed an iceman’s horse and 
drove it into the narrow American 
eatery and asked to have it served 
him. 

Coca 


Bar’s songsters is dicting on 


Cola. That cans the beer which put 
it on him. Roy has a great racket 
also of charging a franc to read 


his copy of “Variety.” 
Mistinguett is affectionately call- 
ed The Miss by her company. 


De Belle and Lee to the Gros- 
venor House, London, to hoof it. 
Henri Lartigue almost had flu. 


Tough pulling through, 

Paramount here is sending its 
press stuff out in a snappy form. 
Emile Darbon, brother-in-law of 
Adolphe Osso, local head, is re- 
sponsible for the improvement. 


| 
Roy Barton of Harry’s New York 


| points...The director didn't know show....Talkers killed everything. 





ling game of 





Idiotic Interviews ; 





R-K-0’S LOSE 1ST GAME 
TO WALL STREETERS, 4-3 


On the chin the R-K-Olians base- 


ball tossers got it Saturday after- 
noon at the James Madison high 
school field from the Newberger, 


Henderson & Loeb nine by 4 to 3. 
the R-K-O boys 
have started playing. 

The Wall Street players put up 
It was anybody's 
the Wall 
one-run margin. 
life 


First time since 


a fancy game. 
until the ninth when 
Streeters got the 
Getting the old margin is the 
of the N-H & L outfit. 

The outstanding feature was a 
spectacular catch by Herb Mc- 
Intee (Radio) who nabbed a line 
drive that looked like a homer. 

Dribben, the Wall Street hurler, 
was touched for 13 hits and struck 
out seven, while Ben Bender for the 
R-K-O’'s fanned 11 allowed 10 
hits. 


and 


{-K-Olians lined up: Hein, short; 
McEntee, center; Sherman, second; 
Alexander, catch; Brager, left field; 
Denkshers, first with Yudon sub- 
bing; Spurge, right field; Callahan, 
third, and Bender, pitcher. 

They cross bats with Columbia 
Pictures next Saturday in the open- 
the Motion Picture 
Baseball League. 


Chatter in Loop 


_-_-—-—-—— 


(Continued from page 56) 


Painters too poor to rent eX-/|jng, because the sign on the door 
hibition rooms here are now show- | read “Smallpox.” 
ing their works on an open air Amos, of Amos ‘'n’ Andy, has al- 
market near the Madeleine church. | ways wanted to play the drums. 
A woman found in Paris unable | He recently bought an entire out- 
to make herself understood was}fit. He had a birthday last week, 
questioned in all European lan-|and Andy (Correll), made the 
guages to no avail. Further ques- | eeunda of the music publishers, 
tions by special interpreters at po- fra him just the drum parts 
lice headquarters in Asiatic and | for all the songs. 
Norse dialects also failed. Even- Billy Diamond is chairman for the 
tually she was found to be French | R-K-O western golf ipurname nt, to 
and originating from a village in|be held June 9 at Green Valley 
Brittany where the very local dia- |Country club, Wheaton, lil. Prizes 
, lect strongly resembles Gaelic. are up from Radio Pictures, Nate 
Oscar Dufrenne, head of the Blumber’s department, booking of- 
Vaudeville Producers’ Association, | fice, and Mortimer H. Singer. 
‘is also a Paris alderman, The unmasked Barition has in- 
Serge Leslie, American specialty | stalled a $1,500 recording equip- 
dancer, has ben asked by Henri | ment in his home, and is now turn- 
Varna to put on an extra number in | ing out vocal pancakes to retail at 
the Palace revue whee he current- xk bit The guy réal moniker is 
ly appears and which requires | Ear] Babcock, and in his working 
| building up. Leslie joined the cast; hours is one of the best electro- 
on the eve of the premiere. typers at the Daily News’ plant 


(in London) 
London, April 23. 

Charles B. Cochran is otherwise 
'known as Charlie. In this town’s 
|}most exclusive grill room he reads 
| this town's most exclusive news- 
paper, “The Daily Mail.” It out- 
lined a highly exclusive story about 
ene C. B. Cochran, which had only 
appeared in “Variety” the previous 
month, 

Doing the Punchinello stuff over 
the press clip, the impresario, 
after having studied the highly ex- 
clusive menu, gave @& most ex- 
clusive interview. 

“Let me tell you,” he eaid, “I de- 
test publicity.” 

“You detest publicity?” 

The slogan of the Cochran genius, 
it appeared is summed up in one 
word—“Art.” 

What the public wanted they had 
to have, 

And they got it. 

At four bucks a seat. 

The Cochran System 

“The box office,” said C. B. C., 
ordering fish and chips with a fancy 
name, “is a secondary comsideration, 
I exist to serve the public. My chief 
job in life is to give them pretty 
photographs for the newspapers. I 
have the finest collection of chorus 
girls in the world. They are tall and 
slim or short and fat, according to 





the dictates of the time. If the 
| fashion is for plumpness I make 
|them “slim. If knees are all the 
l rage I give ‘em long skirts.” 
“You get publicity that way. 
Don't think, mind you, that I want 
publicity. I detest it. But the pub- 


lic persist in reading about the en- 
tertainment world. One is so much 
more popular as the courageous 
|; backer of an art show which flops 
{than as the man who grabs the 
dough from imported musicals.” 
Success in the Head 
“Success,” continued the pro- 
| ducer, pushing his fork through the 
| butt of a cigar, “goes to the heads 
| of some folks. They become space 
\hounds. The box office becomes 
|more important than the artistic 
| value of the show they are present- 
Ing. 
“If you can't win success at a 
eeu 3 price, remain a failure.” 








“My present revue,” he concluded, 
| “is my best to date. It taking 
more money, and getting more no- 


tices.” 


is 


| “Please don't quote me. I de- 

te t publicity.” 

| ; — - 

j Emma Eames and Nella Melba 
atin adjoining boxes at the Metro- 
politan the other evening, but the 
opera's press department didn't 
eem to think it meant a story. As the 
two former famous divas ignore each 

|; other besides, there might have 

| been one, at least for a tab, in the 
Jnusual occurrence, 
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TO THE LADIES 








Paris, May 2. 


Patou's comeback to Paris allina, 


huff about the way American women 


dress. He says they still have the 
poise and health and grace for 
which they are famous, but he| 
wishes they wouldn't go 


their skirts in the dust of Broadway ; 


and drag their 


So if you really want to be chit 
as well as charming, save the trains 
for the most strictly formal wear 
nothing short of a first night or 


grand opera. 

Dinner at Ciro’s the other night 
saw only one or two trains. Mrs. 
William Randolph Hearst was the 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. James Mof- 
fet. 
also there with friends. She wore 
a black tulle evening dress trimmed 


pink flowers on the shoulder. 
hem line was full, reaching only to} 
the floor and even all around 

The Comtesse L. de Montgomery | 
was dressed all in white satin with} 
the traditional family pearls around | 
her throat and long pearl earrings. 
She was Alice van Rensselaer 
Thayer before her marriage to the 
Count. 


Carries Her Audience 

People over here are getting into 
the spirit of the Grand Prix by go- 
ing out at least one Sunday to Long- 
champs and seeing the preliminary ; 
races which begin with the spring. | 

Mrs. Honore Palmer the other 
Sunday wore a Worth frock of 
crepe-de-chine, the color of a pur- | 
ple dahlia. It was trimmed with} 
white georgette yoke and cuffs, and 
Whe slightly cirgwlar skirt edge with 
large inverted scallops. Madame} 
Huguette ex-Duflos was wandering 
around with a crowd of admirers 
(she’s one of Parts’ most popular 
actresses), looking slightly theatrical 
but noteworthy in a crepe ensemble 
from Phillipe & Gaston. It was in 
two tones of blue with a drooping 
hem line in the back and a yaene= 
quarter length jacket. 

Speaking of two tones of blue 
recalls the story of Tallulah Bank- 
head and the Cambridge balloon 
club. It was inaugurated a few 
Sundays ago at Cambridge. Tallulah 
was to go up with a lot of Cam- 
bridge boys for the initial flight. 
She stood around waiting and look- 
ing very pretty in a sports en- 
semble from Worth. The dress was 
light blue and the coat dark blue 
with revers and huge patched 
pockets. Miss Bankhead was with 
the Cambridge boys, but she had in 
mind the rival balloon flight which 








The Parisian Front 
By Christine 


trailing | 
| 


frills into the office. | 


Gladys Cooper (Lady Pierson), | 





|is emphasized by two side flounces , 
with black lace and a knot of Patou | 


The | 





they are to have with Oxford next 
year, so with feminine tact and neu- 
trality she combined the blues of 
both and looked pretty attractive 
in the bargain. But she didn’t go 
up in the balloon after all and any- 
way she dian’t lose much by staying 
on the ground. 

When (finally up it wavered 
around in the air for an hour and 
then was forced to land only 10 
miles away in a tiny English vil- 
lage. Tallulah went back to London 
where she is playing in “Dame aux 
Camelias.” 


Polka Dots and Flowers 

The mid-season collections will 
be over by the time you read this, 
and according to what was seen 
there, the mode for mid-summer is 
going to be all polka dots and flow- 
ers. Molyneux shows a knockout 
evening gown in chiffon with en- 
crusted dots about as big as a 
nickel. It can be black with white 
dots or vice versa. 

Mrs. George Baker of New York 





'THE MADAM DOING 4— 
AND LOSING WEIGHT 


Sophi Tucker may be the “Last 
of the Red Hot Mommas,” but her 
wardrobe for four shows daily it 
the State is as cool as a summer 
breeze 

eopn ippears at the last per- 
formance in a ravishing ensemble 
' of pale orchid-pink, innovation for 

ithe Madame, whose usual choice is 
| blue or white. Combined with a 


| matching silk jacket that dips slen- 


derizingly the 
swell 


across the _ hips, 


gown is an object lesson in 


stage dressing Its graceful length 


the floor, 
its waist- 
but 
does 


sweeping diagonally 
but the real triumph 
line, high, as fashion dictates, 
so cleverly employed that it 
not cut across the figure to give a 
squat line. It is suggested in two 
side belts circling around to a rear 
bow and leaving the front line un- 
broken except for a tiny cluster of 
horizontal tucks. 

Strands of crystals about the 
neck and arm send their glitter to 
the farthest rows of the large the- 
atre, completing a radiant picture. 
Costumes for the other three shows 
are a chiffon print, in the wood 
shades, a black lace combined with 
jacket of apple green taffeta and a 
flower design on white chiffon worn 
with a brief jacket in matching 
velvet. 


to 


is 





Miss Tucker's is un- 
changed, except 


announcing 


repertoire 
for a new number, 
determinedly that “It 
Takes the Right Man to Do Me 
Wrong.” Her big, true voice hasn't 
faltered one degree, but she has no- 
ticeably taken off many pounds— 
attributed not so much to the 18- 
day diet as to 4 shows daily. 
Also on the bill are Chapelle and 
Carlton, the girl wearing an abbre- 
viated bouffante in white with a 
black lace trim. 





enough. However, night clubs open 
and close so fast over here it’s risky 
tu do any prophesying. 

Chez Florence is the other one. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mario de Casasus 
(who was Mrs. Alexander Volk) had 
a party the first night; so did Miss 
Virginia Megear, who is staying 
over here in Paris waiting for her 
wedding day. It’s set for May 10 
and she is marrying Thomas Powell 
Flowler, also of New York. Her 
wedding dress is being made by 
Lelong and is of crepe satin with 
a tremendously long train. They 
are also making her a little wed- 
ding cap of white satin and silver 
lame. 


The French Idea 


Of course you know all about 
Anne Tyrrel’s marriage. Her father, 
being the British ambassador to 
France, gave her the right to be 
married in Notre Dame—the first 
British girl to be led to the altar 
there since Mary Queen of Scots. 
Wedding gown was made by Moly- 
neux, of white chiffon embroidered 
in threads of sterling silver, and it 
had a train almost three yards long. 

There were some 3,000 witnesses 
and also as many guests at the 
reception at the Embassy. Among 
| the Americans were Col. and Mrs. 
Edward M. House, the E. Berry 
Walls, Mrs. Reginald Vanderbilt, 
Mrs. Mabel Gilman Corey, and Mrs. 
James Corrigan. The latter is one 





preferred the black background and 
added chiffon flowers in a flat bunch 
on the left shoulder. The Honor- 
able Daisy Fellowes came down 
from Monte Carlo long enough to 
choose a very simple white georgette 


#revening frock with two bows on the 


hip yoke, a wide skirt that touches 
the ground evenly and a tiny sug- 
gestion of a bolero jacket. She wore 
it a few nights later to Frisco-Do- 
mingo’s night club, where were the 
Princesge Obolensky in a flowered 
chiffon with long inserted godets, 
which gave a graceful full sweep to 
the whole skirt. 





Two new night, clubs have open- 
ed recently. An opening night at 
one of these clubs is a pretty grand 
affair. One called Monseigneur is 
run by a lot of Russian dukes and 
things, and according to the list of 
titled guests the first night lured 
to the place, it will be successful 


of the reasons why all the French- 
men over here think all Americans 
are made of money. 


Cute Patou 

Wills Moody landed 
armed with tennis rackets but her 
first thoughts in Paris were of 
clothes. She is dressed entirely by 
Patou. Impossible to find out what 
she is going to have made—since 
Patou will net give out any infor- 
mation until after his new collec- 
tion has been seen by all the fashion 
writers in town, 

However, since the showing is to- 
morrow, and Helen Wills Moody has 
announced herself as perfectly will- 
ing to see reporters at her hotel, 
the George V (which might inci- 
dentally be called the Algonquin of 
Paris—since all the celebrities and 
theatrical people hang out there), it 
won't be difficult to find out all 
about her new wardrobe. 


Mrs. Helen 





RITZY 


The Newport Casino theatre 
proceeding with its plans for the 
coming season, engaging stars and 
supports equalling the standards of 
the past three summers at the lit- 
tle playhouse designed by the late 
| Stanford White, but neglected over 
| 20 Actors playing Newport 
feel sure of being paid satisfactor- 
' ily, with no possibility of a “cut.” 

President of the company, State 
Senator William H. Vanderbilt, ex- 
continue his custom of en- 
tertaining the cast each week at 
supper, and his bride, the former 
Anne Colby, anticipates sharing in 
these activities. The players are also 
entertained vice - president, 
Mrs. Mose Taylor, who is richer 
than any of the Vanderbilts. An 
active member of the board is Edith 
Wetmore, multimillionairess; Lil- 
lian Barrett, whose father was long 
a superintendent of the Casino, is 
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years. 


pects to 


hw tha 
uy Lic 


the “Pooh-Bah” of the theatre. 
Heavy Customs Fines 
Mrs. Robert L. Dodge, who con- 
trols the Harriet Hubbard Ayer 


Company, manufacturers of beauti- 
fiers, recently paid a customs fine 
of $213,286, having declared on her 
recent return from Europe pur- 
chases of only $17,000 worth of 
gowns and jewels, whereas the Gov- 
ernment claimed $38,145 for furs 
and $41,725 for jewels alone. This 
fine exceeds the previous record of 
$103,917 paid last January by Frank 
V. Storrs for clothes and jewels 
brought home by his wife and 
daughters. Storrs made his money 
publishing theatre programs, 

In 1924 Mrs. Jules Bache was fined 
$25,000 for failing to declare $17,000 
worth of goods. Now known as 
Mrs. Scheftel Bache, she is the 
mother of Mrs. Gilbert Miller. 

Hudnut Estate 

The transfer tax appraisal of the 
estate of the late Richard Hudnut 
was recently filed in Glens Falls, N. 
Y. Net value is $419,482, and not 
the “many millions” vaguely ru- 
mored when the toilet prepartions 
manufacturer died in 1928. The sole 
heiress is the widow, Winifred Hud- 
nut, of Juan-les-Pins, France. 

Winifred Kimball was first Mrs. 





Shaughnessy and then Mrs. de 
Wolfe, sister-in-law of Elsie de 


Wolfe (Lady Mendl), the actress 
who made a fortune as an interior 
decorator. She married Hudnut 
when he was a widower advanced 
in years. Mrs. Hudnut’s daughter, 
Winifred Shaughnessy, was for a 
time known. as Winifred de Wolfe, 
but, when she became a dancing 
teacher in the Los Angeles school 
of Theodore Kosloff, she assumed 
the name Natacha Rambova. She 
married and divorced the late Ru- 
dolph Valentino after he had been 
divorced by Jean Acker, and is now 
a dressmaker in New York. 





Corrigan Born in Holland 
Emmet Corrigan, veteran actor, 


! whose real name is Anthony Zilles, 


was recently divorced by Molly 
Ilene Mack, film actress. Born in 
Holland, but educated in this coun- 
try, he started his career in 1885 in 
Baltimore in “Esmeralda, the Cigar 
Maker of Cuba.” In 1890 he was at 
Proctor’s 23d Street theatre in 
“Men and Women,” and in 1893 at 
the Empire in “The Girl I Left Be- 
hind Me,” with Edna Wallace Hop- 
per. In 1899 at the Broadway The- 
atre in “Ben-Hur,” with William S. 
Hart. 





The Burdens 

“Variety” last week told of the 
active participation of various Bur- 
dens of New York society in the 
filming of “The Silent Enemy,” a 
picture to be specially displayed at 
the Criterion. 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Burden 
are fashionable millionaires. She is 
president of the Colony Club. They 
entertained the Prince of Wales at 
their estate at Syosset, L. L 

Mrs. Burden was Adele Sloane, 
daughter of the late William Doug- 
las Sloane and the lady, originally 
Emily Vanderbilt and now the 
widow of Henry White. Thus she 
is a niece of Frederck Vanderbilt, 
the late Cornelius, and the late 
W. K. 

Their son, William Douglas Bur- 
den, was concerned with the sce- 
nario. He married Katharine White, 
who acted with Hope Williams in 
“Holiday.” 

Shirley Burden is also interested. 
He is a son of the widowed Mrs. 
William A. M. Burden, who was 
Florence Vanderbilt Twombly, 
daughter of the widowed H. McK. 





Twombly (Florence Vanderbilt), 





‘Summer Hat Styles Are 


Running to Straws, with 
‘Headache Bands’ on All 


Midsummer styles were ushered 
in with fashion fanfare at a tea 


given by the Retail Millinery Asso- 


ciation in the Crystal room of the 
| Ritz 
Showing forecasts an eccentric 


millinery season, dedicated to straw 
rather than felt Most re- 


|} current type in straw has “headache 


models. 


bands” of contrasting ribbon, snugly 
defining crowns, with largish straw 
brims creeping up on the crowns to 
create an off-the-forehead effect. 
Many variations of this idea with 
under-brim decoration (facing, pip- 
ing and flower trims) given impor- 
tance. Obviously striving to be 
“different,” style will probably meet 
with sudden but brief popularity. 

Felts were confined to modifica- 
tions of the beret, done also in dark 
velvets, gathered into more “head- 
ache bands,” 


Whereas the felt manufacturers 
are probably disconsolate over the 
ne\~ season, artificial flower makers 
Should be gleeful. Present elabora- 
tion is utilizing more flower trims 
than hats have seen for years. One 
of the best effects obtained at the 
showing was on a large hat of the 
garden type, in sheer black straw, 
whose crown was circled with close- 
ly spaced small white calas. Cher- 
ries, too, are in, used in clusters at 
the sides of an off-the-face hat of 
silky blue straw. 

Medium brimmed linen cloches 
carried out the chic of simple linen 
dresses, with narrow patent leather 
belts banding waistline and hat 
crown. Flat, widely braided straw, 
which hasn’t seen popularity for 
years, was used in large, rather 
tailored hats featuring white ap- 
pointments. 


Fine Censorship Point 
In Filming “Divorcee” 


Whatever else “Divorcee” (nee 
“Ex-Wife’) may be, it is surefire 
box office. Audience will take to 
it and flappers and older women 
will glory in its crusade against 
double standards. 

Without fixing its source, the pic- 
ture is screen-credited indefinitely 
as being “Based on a Novel by 
Ursula Parrott,” it evidently being 
O.K. with the censors to film “Ex- 
Wife” as long as no definite men- 
tion of the book is made. The pic- 
ture differs in many respects from 
the original story, but its mood has 
been preserved. The heroine’s in- 
fidelities are implied with no uncer- 
tainty, while the less censorable and 
human elements of the story have 
been deleted so that the film could 
add a few sexy touches of its own. 

In costuming Norma Shearer, the 
designer made an evident attempt 
to clothe her in chic, sophisticated 
style. All her things have a cou- 
tourier look and strive for individ- 
uality—but they don’t become Miss 
Shearer. It takes a Garbo to wear 
Garbo-ish clothes. 

The Capitol has gone Roxy this 
week with an “Enchanted Forest 
Divertissement” in which a prima 
donna coloratura, a ballerina pas- 
de-seuls, and the ballet corps cre- 
ates a lovely background of white 
tulle. It’s gentle and pleasant hot 
weather entertainment, the stage 
misty with light shining through 
chiffon on a lake’s edge dotted with 
lily pads. 

Checking up on all the things the 
Chester Hales have been throughout 
weekly changes of Capitol bills 
would show a versatile repertoire. 
This week they are covered with 
white plumage as they wave an 
arm apiece to simulate the graceful 
movement of swans, 





among the richest members of the 
clan, 


Dorothy’s Dwan’s First Marriage 

Dorothy Dwan, film actress, is 
about to marry Paul N. Boggs, Jr., 
son of the vice-president of the 
Union Oil Co. Dorothy, who played 
opposite Tom Mix in several pic- 
tures, was the widow of Larry Se- 
mon, film comedian, who died in 
1928. 

Dorothy and Larry were appear- 
ing at the Palace, Los Angeles, in 
1925, and were married between 
shows. The Boggs family has a 
fine estate at Beverley Hiila, 
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NANCY CARROLL LEAVES 
SAP HEROINES BEHIND 


Nancy Carroll takes long strides 
away from her previous sappy 
ingenue roles to her latest part in 
“The Devil’s Holiday.” Being one 
of those awfully pretty girls who 
are not expected to have great abil- 
ity, she surprises audiences with her 
sensitive and thoughful performance 
as a gold-digging manicurist who 

decides to love, honor and 
obey a young husband, originally se- 
lected for purely mercenary reasons 

The story, written and directed 
by Edmund Goulding, who directed 
Gloria Swanson in the “Trespasser.” 
is a reversal of that picture. It is 
never very convincing, but it’s a 
firm stepping stone establish 
Miss Carroll as a fine little actress. 

The Six Beverly Girls, appearing 
with Paramount’s “Home Wreckers” 
unit, are a class variant from the 
usual line-up. Show girl types, they 
wear gowns with a long, slender 
line—dresses that, in spite of their 
dinner gown look, are well hung for 
stage dancing. 

The unit obtains from 
the house-wrecking propensities of 
O'Donnel and Blair, who bring down 
the final curtain with a load of 
bricks, Elsa and Billy Newell open 
uncertainly with a straight number, 
easing with better results into their 
grand comedy, topped with the 
diriculous Helen Morgan imitation, 

It looks as though some new sense 
of humor has been devising the 
stage drops. They've been swell for 
the past few weeks. 

The canvas tapes that formerly 
roped off the reviewers’ section in 
the balcony have been replaced by 
red silk cords—probably in honor of 
Mordaunt Hall. 


ts 
tu 


its name 


Russians’ Reaction to 
All Propaganda Picture 
At Cameo in New York 


When Mr. Whalen finds out about 
the Communist enthusiasm displayed 
by the Cameo audiences, he'll be 
pretty annoyed... Having succeeded 
in making Union Square safe for 
Capital, he will probably take steps 
to curtail the 42nd street attendance 
of earnest-eyed, long-haired Soviet 
sympathizers who make audible, de- 
risive comments about the old Rus- 
sian regime, applauding wildly at 
any canonization of Lenine during 
the showing of the Soviet propa- 
ganda film, “Old and New.” 

The film's glimpses of Greek Cath- 
olic ceremonies occasion the most 
startling reaction. Audiences make 
scathing remarks and howl with 
laughter at the same religious se- 
quences formerly received with 
deep respect. A priest praying for 
rain is now strictly comic to Rus- 
Sian audiences; a painted icon a 
signal for laughter. 

Propaganda films are boring—but 
not when they deal with such a 
vitally dramatic subject as the 
growth of an ignorant peasantry out 
of squalor and filth. Director Eisen- 
stein has done a remarkable work 
in showing this development in a 
series of beautifully composed pho- 
tographs. 

A woman, Martha Lapkina, is 
credited with the development of the 
Soviet system in one Russian vil- 
lage. Her performance is forceful 
because she is not acting but living 
a part out of her own experience. 


“FU’S” OLD TRICKS 


The Dr. Around Again, Frighten- 
ing Nice Girls 





New Adventures of Dr. Fu 


“The 
Manchu” is a misnomer for the 
current Paramount film. Adven- 


tures referred to may be new to the 
wily Dr. but they’re old to film 
audiences, accustomed to trap 
doors, insidious potions, cigar cases 
that turn into revolvers, aeroplane 
abductions and cagey Scotland 
Yard sleuths! 

Again Jean Arthur is the heroine 
who eeriely senses the presence of 
the villian, whether he is crouch- 
ing behind a trick cabinet or, 48 
a Flying Fu, circling the heavens 
in a plane. Her gowns are filmy 
and helpless looking, as becomes & 
lady whose every minute is men- 
aced. 

The villainy rampant in the film 
is not without its code of honor. 
Fu’s black doings are the result 
of a sacred pledge to his ancestors, 
When ethics demand, he gives safe 
conduct to his prisoners and “plays 
cricket” as nobly as an Ensglis' 
gentleman. 
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~ Phoney Grand Dames in Shops 





By Cecelia Ager 





Broad-minded society women, 
who go into trade and open their 
own shops, have certain definite 
principles which the customers are 
not permitted to forget for a 
moment. First of all they are in 
business only because they are so 
frightfully tired of the _ social 
routine. Surfeited with invitations| 
to this and that function of the up-| 
per, upper circle, they realize the} 
futility of trying to brighten them 
all. They have turned to business 
as an escape from all these ex- 
clusive affairs that their customers, | 
poor souls, would give their right 
arms for a chance to attend. 

Here they are, bursting with 
energy. Parties, 





a while. Having a shop might be 
a lot of fun. A sort of grown-up 
toy. And with their absolutely in- 
vincible position in society, the 
vulgar taint of being a shopkeeper 
is something that could never touch 
them. Just a lark. That's 
they look at themselves, playing this 
perfectly fascinating game of sell- 
ing thing. Like little children. 

And Democratic! My Word! 

The doors of their shops are open 
to anybody. So different from their 
private lives. Democratically they 
rub elbows with all sorts of people 
who happen into their shops; after 
all, people whose names are utterly 
unknown to their visiting lists. 

The privilege of paying money to 
women of their position is some- 
thing the outsider customer should 
swoon with delight to do. The cus- 
tomer must always remember that 
they are in business because it 
amuses them. Never because they 
need the money. Certainly not be- 
cause they belong in_ business. 
Heavens! Not because they know 
anything about it. 

When these enterprising society 
ladies decide upon a career in 
trade, they feel that their unques- 
tionable taste finds worthy expres- 
sion in an interior decorator shop, 
a lingerie shop, or a dress shop. 
They do not open grocery stores or 
_ markets. If it is a dress shop, 

ost often it deals with country 
clothes. Should it be an 
decorator’s, then the window will 
display a dining table laid for din- 
ner with such gay, yet absolutely 
assured, correct appointments. The 
lingerie shops will show underthings 
made in France in well-bred decent 
opaque materials. No black and 
lavender chiffons, nor imitation lace 
for common pocketbooks. 


No End Well Bred 


Madison avenue and the East 
Fifties and Sixties are the favored 
spots for these shops. Usually the 
full name of the owner including 
Mrs. or Miss, is printed in neat gold 
letters on the windows. That is all. 
No allusion to the sort of shop. 
Just the impressive name, complete 
to one and sometimes two middle 
names, Within, there is a bowl of 
flowers gracefully arranged. “The 
Spur,” “Town and Country,” and 
some English magazines are care- 
lessly scattered about. The things} 
for sale are on view as they might 
be seen in one’s home. No stuffy, 
orderly hiding in commercial show- 
cases. The decoration is colorful 
period stuff, most often French or 
Italian Provincial. Modernistic 
furniture has not been able to in- 
vade these strongholds of conserva-' 
tism and good old families as yet. 

The shop’s owner can always be 
cecognized by the fact that she 
wears a hat. Sometimes she even 
keeps on her gloves. She herself 
does not speak to a customer whom 
she doesn’t know, out after a while 
summons one of her saleswomen. 
Her saleswomen are either debu- 
tantes past their second year out, 
or well-born but needy women with 
manner. If she employs manikins. 
they, too, are post-debutantes; tall, 
rangy girls, who will impress cus- 
tomers with their indifference and 
faintly insolent expression. 

Although they are such helpless 
little things when it comes to the 
great, big, maze of business, these 
Society lady shopkeepers have a 
knack of pricing their merchandise 
in whacking figures. Possibly re- 
nembering their own habits before 
they took up commerce, they are 
loathe to open charge accounts, dis- 
playing a longing for cash payment 
that sometimes has difficulty in ap- 
pearing strictly lady-like. 


they hesitant, when holding a sale| 


at the end of the season, to include 
among the sale clothes unsold 
garments from several seasons past 
In fact, there are a few escaped 
customers who sometimes are. bold 


no matter how}; 
ultra, are such an awful bore after! 


how | 


interior | script. 


Nor are} 


-_ 


Dorothy Mackaill as 
Charming Comedienne, 
Old Style ‘Cousin Kate’ 


Dorothy Mackaill, 
old-fashioned 


superior to the 
devices of “Strictly 
Modern,” photographs beautifully in 
that film and continues to be one 
of the most charming comediennes 
ef the screen. She does her best to 
inject life into the adaptation of 
the passe play, “Cousin Kate.” 
Except her first 


~ 


for appearance 
in a smart traveling suit, her cos- 
tumes depend on trite summer 
styles. 

Sydney Blackmer, in his first 
screen role, looks handsome enough, 
but lulls the audience to sleep with 
his slow performance. 


WHEN THE GOBS HOG 
RIVERSIDE DRIVE 





By RUTH MORRIS 


Riverside Drive is doing capacity 


business these fine Sundays. From 
79th street to Grant’s Tomb it’s 
S.R.O. 


The rush starts early, with lucky 
patrons securing bench seats and 
late comers perching along the 
stone wall to watch the passing 
show. By 3 o’clock there is not an 
inch of available sitting room, It’s 
full of white caps at 3 in the morn- 
ing also. 

Ships moored in the river, stunt- 
ing aircraft and a constant stream 
of motorists and pedestrians put on 
the show without an overhead. The 
cast is a wholesale example of the 
type system. 

Plenty of ingenues and juveniles 
in this outdoor production, with 
love interest relegated to the Navy. 
No gallant mufti has a chance with 
the fleet in town. Gobs with hats 
on the backs of their heads, friend- 
liness in their eyes and money in 
their pockets, write the unofficial 
To see two heading up the 
Drive, sizing up every passing fe- 
male, is to know that preity soon 
they'll be headed down the drive 
arm in arm with a pair of delighted 
flappers—and vice versa. And those 
sailors are tough competition to the 
mere civilian boy. 

Menace occasionally enters the 
playlet with a smooth sheik slowly 
driving his roadster close to the 
curb, a motor being the only effec- 
tive rivalry to Navy Blue. As a re- 
minder that there is an Army, oc- 
casional troops of Boy Scouts 
march to martial drum beats on 
their way to a basket lunch party 
across the river—their commanders 
the only one who appear to- take 
the march seriously. 

Hopes and Homes 

Up in front of the Sigma Chi 
house the atmosphere grows colle- 
giate, but is equally fraternal, the 
heroines’ lagging steps indicating 
that each one might like to be the 
Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. In front 
of Grant’s Tomb the show becomes 
cinematic as out-of-town visitors 
post in tourist groupings for snap- 
shots to be sent back home. 

Crossing the Viaduct the color 
scheme darkens. Rovers from over 
Harlem-way join the _ procession, 
their dark faces shining over won- 
drous raiment that combines pur- 
ple, red and shrieking blue in joy- 
ful indiscrimination. 

At the new bridge, the produc- 
tion goes to a new Jones setting, 
under whose awing stretches con- 
cessionaires dispense hot dogs and 
ice cream cones. 

A potent reaeson for empty Sun- 
day theatres, New York's glorified 
Street Scene. 


MARRIAGES 


Johnny McLaughlin, composer and 
head of Witmark’s concert depart- 
ment to Ellen O’Conner (non-pro), 
June 21. 

Jane Wise 
Alcorn, continuity 
| were married last 
| York. 

Galina Galotcha, 
to Max Rabinowitz, 








of R-K-O and John 
writer for NBC, 
week in New 


tussian pianiste, 
accompanist 











Dirty Tip-Off 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Bellhop in a local hotel is 
cashing in on cheating hus- 
bands who play instead of go- 
ing to the fights Friday nights. 
Bellhop picks up programs 
and seat stubs after the fights. 








Husbands stop in at the 
hotel on the way home and 
buy a stub and program for 


$1, later exhibiting them to the 
wife as proof. 


(SEEING THE NAVY FROM | 
| ATOP A 5TH AVE. BUS 


By MOLLY GRAY 











With New York’s sky full of air- | 
i: Planes and streets blue with sailors! 
the least a landlubber could do was | 
ito join the crowd viewing the ar-| 
|mada in the Hudson, accepting the | 
| Fifth Ave. bus’ invitation to 
ithe fleet.” And if they never make | 
}another bus who’ll care? 
Thoughts something like this: 
i Must have some monkey ancestors 
jat that to be able to climb 
| winding with this 
motion. that slot 
dime oiling or elbow 
needs changing...fellow 
reading about Trips to 


“See 


these 
stairs 

.either 
needs 


tling in 
for the 

grease 
and girl} 


his fourth...there’s that new 
art Building with drawn curtains 
only a few months after its grand 
opening; must be a record for a 
short commercial life...plenty of 
action around that 7th Regiment 
monument at 65th street...Temple 


old mansions boarded up and a 
towering new apartment house on 
every corner...how this thing does 
jerk...those short stops tough on 
knees as well as neck...at last a 
red light and rest...the old aysenal 
in the park.,.the small lake and 
the candy stand under a faded um-| 
brella...repairing the middle of 
Fifth Ave. as an excuse for another 
bump...Museum of Art and mem- 
ories of school days...white wing 
drinking from a fire plug...at last 
a mansion evidently occupied since 
a see-saw is among the shrubs of 
the garden... headache enough from 
this shaking bus...somebody’s sta- 
tue with a wreath around its neck, 
looking as though it had been ona 
party...the lake with many row- 
boats and not a sailor in one...tin- 
types still doing business...some 
jolting on this bus and wome. buy 
expensive vibrating machines when 
this only costs a dime...the Drive 
and a thrilling eyeful of our navy... 
the bus talkers,...“millions in them 
and what do they produce?”...mil- 
lions of sailor pictures and news- 
reels...each cruiser has three air- 
planes like Little Three Eyes in the 
fairy tale...at least these ships are 
something to see for our money... 
river is full of small power boats... 
as far as eye can see those sinister 
yet comforting cruisers...hard on 
the gobs so many boats here at 
once...ratio seems to be one girl to 
two gobs for the lucky ones...two 
girls to eight gobs for the others... 
one jolly tar carried a telescope and 
trained it on the girls...long line of 
people standing in the hot sun wait- 
ing for a boat to take them out... 
well, this bus rider’s duty is done to 
both the coach company and the 
Navy, after a very rough trip. 


Betty Amann, Prospect 


Betty Amann, heroine in the 
German “Asphalt,” shows possibili- 
ties for Hollywood. As a showy 
adventuress who finds the wages of 
sin a prison term, she is given 
ample opportunity to emote and 
flutter eyelashes so long that they 
can’t possibly be real. 

The picture has the heavy direc- 
tion and slow tempo of most Ger- 
man films, but the acting of a good 
cast gives it interest. 





BIRTHS 


35¢ Mat Scale for 


quantity that it doesn't seem 


| ling 


i*4 Peaches 


| eral 


Havana, | 
looks like her first honeymoon but | 
Stew-! 


Emanuel a beautiful edifice.. -more | 





N. Y. Hip No Bargain 
Hip continues to 
three-hour show, so 


boast about its 
delighted over 
creat 
iy concerned over quality. Top pric 
in the afternoon is 
bargain. 

Victoria Six, four of them girls 
wearing regulation opening act ab 
breviations, combine and 
band-playing. The strain of pedal- 


35c.—and no 


cycling 


bikes around the stage t 
|}on the music which is strictly low 
comedy. 

Miss Leture (Foley and Leture) 


sings and chatters with her partner, 


wearing a black velvet with waist 
line trim of rhinestones, and later, a 
pretty frock of coffee lace. The ad 


i dition of coral belt buckle and jew- 
elry to match the accompanying 
| slippers would emphasize a rich 


color combination. 

An act would have to be 
overcome such 10-20-30 
and a 


good to 
billing as 


Jay.” The turn 


|) answering to that thoroughly vaude 


title is not, though its members 
| Striving hard to please, offer sev 
good routines 


This Wer nN Ss 
the 
It is an 


film feature doesn't 
make proceedings more joyful 
Stage play, “Soldiers and Women,” 
in which Aileen Pringle, 
coiffed and gowned, goes ir 
lainy in a big, 


cagey way 


3 LOWDOWN RUFFIANS 
MAKE PLENTY FUN 


With R-K-O vaudeville clamor- 
ing for refined recognition, and 
managers deleting objectionable ma- 
terial as energetically as any Gold- 
Dust Twin, the present bill at the 
Palace seems a breach of policy. 

It surrenders an important spot 
to three ruffianly fellows, billed as 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante, who 
have no chic, no style, no knowledge 
whatever of stage deportment. The 
one referred to as Jimmie is the 
worst offender. He pelts his cronies 
with hats, canes and expletives, 
hurls dollar bills at the house or- 
chestra and calls his own bandsmen 
“gorillas,” finally showing a com- 
plete lack of taste by polishing his 
shoes on the Palace's costly plush 
drop. Is such procedure decent, is 
it refined; or is it on the other hand, 
the grandest thing that could ever 
happen to a vaudeville bill? 

Tempo of the other acts is funereal 
by comparison, although the Ber- 
koffs brighten the early section with 
Russian dancing. Costuming and 
presentation are not up to the ex- 
cellent quality of the work. 


Majorie de Haven, badly dressed, 
taps precisely in the Buster West 
act, and three girls, neatly groomed, 
help to dispense plot in Charles 
Ruggles’ playlet, celebrating a re- 
turn Palace date. 

Otherwise, the bill is head over 
heels in Schnozzles—a_ delightful 
state for any bill to be in. 


THE WILD WOMAN TYPE 
IN BORING “RINGS” 


There are no subtleties of char- 
acterization in “Wedding Rings” in 
which two sisters, fighting over the 
same man, draw a definite line be- 
tween good and bad intention. Even 
the name of one, played by Olive 
Borden, is symbolic. Eve she is 
called, and the scenarist wastes 
little time in indicating that she is 
closely related to a snake in the 
grass. 

Eve drinks cocktails, sings jazzy 
songs, tries to date up her sister's 
boy friends, goes in for modern fur- 


niture and spends her pin-money 
on silk stockings and imported 
models, 

Her sister, played by the calm 


Lois Wilson, is a model of propriety. 
Cornelia isn’t the one to fritter 
away her allowance on anything as 
flippant as silk stockings—she goes 








Mr. and Mrs. Louis Lipstone, a 
son, May 7, at Michael Reese hos- | 
pital, Chicago. Father production | 
manager for Balaban & Katz. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jewell, a| 
| daughter, May 1, in American hos- 
| pital, Chicago. Parents comprise | 


act of Edward and Sylvia Jewell. | 


in for colonial art; able to point 
out the difference between an Itallan 
table and a Louis XIV door-knob. 


She is self-contained and superior 


at wild parties, and boasts that her 


| Skirts are at least two inches longer 


than other girls’, which rather dates 
the making of “Wedding Rings” in 


Mr. and Mrs. Stan Laurel, son,|the dim past. Since she clearly 
to Feodor Chaliapin, in Hollywood, May 7, in Hollywood Father is of | "represents virtue, she is inevitably 
May &. the picture comedy team, Laure], destined for a happy ending, not 

Saad Hardy. | achieved until she has suffered 
._ | To Mr. and Mrs. Robert Steven- | nobly. 
enough to wonder are these ladies’ son, Jr., at the Norwegian hospital, | Wedding tings” is an awful 
‘really playing at shopkeeping for: May son. Father is treasurer of | bore It should be the end of bad 
fun, or do they really truly want!the Longacre, New York. Pair re- | stories rneted out to the co-starring 
to make a profit. jside at Plandome, L. L i Lois Wilson and H. B. Warner. 


adaptation of the recent | 


WESTERN FRONT” 1S 
GREATEST WAR SERMON 


By RUTH MORRIS 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 








jmakes a cream-puff product of 
| every war film that has ever been 
‘shown, Its tumultuous battle 
scenes plunge into agony, kale ido- 
iscoping horror and prolonging it for 
} unendurable per is but eve 
CT ire i 

see it at least once a year. 

“All q@ 1iet”’ tells fu \ the 
isterv of every trench and a t 
on every tront. it cree ps 
jlines and shows every aspect of 
| war. except for very few scenes 
unnecessarily over-directed its hys- 
teria rings true. Its comedy is real 


j and never sinks iu 
{of “comic relief.’ 
| Women in the film are 
| tant. Beryl Mercer, who might 
j}have stood out with her playing of 
j}the German mother, is slushy and 
jintroduces a false note into the 
with her Eng- 
ij lish accent It is unfortunate that 

t uuld have happened in cast- 
is otherwise fect. 
conferences 
even Louis Wolheim’s 
put all the 
and let 
war, will 
much to avert another disaster as 
| the repeated showings of film. 
| Feminine reaction to “All Quiet” 
|is not as always, tearful with the 
women, though the Central theatre 
has its quota of dampened hankies. 
Sobs are choked in exclamations of 
| horror, the memory of which turns 
|into a desire to crusade against 
their repetition. . 

When the next war impends show 
“All Quiet” to the women of any 
nation—and there won't be a next 
war. 


ihe cheapness 


unimpor- 


ij} homecoming scene 
lis sh 
pel 
| Ail the disar 
in the world, 


mament 


rfgestion to 
jinto one 
’ 


|}out the 


Generals 
them fight 
not do as 


arena 
next 


this 


’ 


GILBERT IN CLASSIC 
NOT HOT-UNFORTUNATE 


the misused 
stage decoration, can be dead-swell 
when applied with intelligence. They 
get a break in the Chester Hale 
costumes for the Capitols “Japan- 
ites” in which they are used as 
large pins in imaginatively con- 
ceived headresses, Black velvet, 
following the line of Jap coiffures, 
points the pastelle shades of the 
costumes and adds interesting de- 
sign to the manipulation of green 
and orchid fans. 

Lovely pastelle gowns, made of 
yards and yards of fine ruffling, 
make one think that Dolly Tree is 
back in town, and other head- 
dresses made of velvet matching 
the various Japanesque robes are 
simply swell. 

With John Gilbert's popularity 
already menaced by speech, it is 
unfortunate that his producers se- 
lected for him the dreary role in 
Tolstoi’'s “Living Corpse,” known 
on stage as “Redemption.” 

Mr. Gilbert’s ingenuish utterances 
never make his role convincing. 
Rest of the cast, including Eleanor 
Soardman and Conrad Nagel, never 
overcome the fact that they are en- 
acting a classic, 


2- WAY SATIRE 
IN “SHOW GIRL” 


Alice White in “Show Girl in 
Hollywood” overworks her pout de- 
livering lines that do not suggest 
any great mentality, quite in keep- 
ing with the role of Dixie Dugan. 
Sut a screen satire is not a subject 
with which Hollywood is fit to cope, 





Rhinestones, most 








regulation film technique often 
carrying its own unintentional 
satire. 


it is hard to tell, in the McEvoy 
story made by F. N., when the pro- 
ducers are kidding. Certainly, wher 
Blanche Sweet, as a dissappointed 
actress, delivers a long lecture on 
the heartbreaks of her profession 
and seguis into a ballad called 
“There’s a Tear for Every Smile in 
Hollywood,” the producers were not 
kidding — although McEvoy must 
have enjoyed his own private snicker 
at the inclusion of such typical, 
cinematic drivel. Every one in @ 
while the McEvoy humor sifts 
through, but as a whole, the picture 
is a satire on itself—and not the life 
in Holly wood. 

Production numbers are lavish, in 
a big. rhinestoned way, and studio 
glimpses of sound equipment are in- 


4 tere ing. 
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His company had to rent sets elsewhere, mostly 








at an independent studio. Then the linen began to buckle. He had to 
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Sinking of the “Lusitania” elec- 
trified the world. Charles Frohman, 
Charles Klein, dramatist, and Elbert 
Hubbard were among the lost. All 
international booking came to an 
end immediately, even acts signed 
for England called the dates off 
rather than risk the ocean trip. 





Several medium-sized film con- 
cerns were reported on the verge 
of a crash. Short bank roll inde- 
pendents had been over-exploited. 
The famous collapse of the Triangle 
concern was only a couple of years 
distant, although at this time it 
had not been affected. 


Ramifications of the cut-rate 
trade had only just come into sight. 
Reported this week that the Leblang 
agency had sold $4,200 in ticyets for 
“The Peasant Girl” at the 44th 
Street theatre, contributing more 
than half to that show’s gross of 
$8,000. Shubert houses reported 
biggest connection of the cut-rate 
agency. 


Expectation that the war would 
be over by midautumn inspired 
elaborate production plans in the 
States. Reported a score of pro- 

ctions all ready for following 
season, including Alice Brady’s first 
starring tour and a Belasco pro- 
duction of ‘Merchant of Venice” 
with David Warfield as Shylock, 


New acts listed include Skeets 
Gallagher and Irene Martin, Willie 
Cohan and Irving Haye and Mike 
Bernard and Sydney Phillips, 


Mrs. Edward Harrigan, widow of 
the famous comedian, sold the Gar- 
rick theatre, New York, to a realty 
operator. Price reported around 
$300,000. Rosenberg Brothers, Wal- 
ter and Jerome were playing pic- 
tures at the house at the time. 
Their tenancy would 1 >t be affected 
by the sale. 





J. Frank Brockliss was European 
representative for S. Lubin, Phila- 


Patents Co., licensees. He was in 
New York on a visit. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





tain times. 





scheduled for the London theatre 
Contestants were Gus Hill and J 


each, 


boom like the recent one in oi 


in disrepute. 


“Evening Star,” New York to Java 
118 days, and then Java to Sydney 


money. 


. 


Advertisements of leading sport- 
ing goods shops feature croquet Writers’ and technicians’ branches of the M. P. Academy in Hollywood 
sets, Indian clubs and archery 
equipment. Not one mentions golf. 


Archery seems to wave been the Writers want an award for the best screen original, and another 
leading polite game. N. Y. park 


authoritie de the frat ™ | for the best adaptation. With adaptations frequently credited to two or 
a “ . . ns ro concesS~ | more writers the question of a divided award might arise. In such a 

on to games by setting aside @/| case an investigation into the conditions of writing would be held and 
meadow at 68th street, near 8th ave- 


nue, for the use of archers at cer- 


Event of interest is a contest for 
a purse at Indian club swinging 


Morrison. Stipulation was that 
clubs should weigh exactly 8 pounds 


65 days. He wrote home he felt fine. 


William Muldoon, New York cop 
(same who nowruns the famous re- 
treat near White Plains) was 
Graeco-Roman wrestling champ. He 
declined to meet a newcomer billed 
as “The Unknown” and his right to 
the title was challenged. Muldoon’s 
reason for declining was that the 
police commissioner objected to his : “ad a 
appearance in competition for| It was not anticipated that “The King of Jazz” would hold over for 


7 neal oa $1: get compo board backing but to date has not started on the production, 
og SEES gl abi ee 26 Cents and probably never will. 
‘a “Grosses” for talkers seem the easiest talking subject at present 
VOL. XCIX dg Zits No. 5 | among the distributing forces, excepting to those hardened salesmen 
———————————— —} who know what grosses mean and amounts to. 
One salesman asking what a picture might do that had indicated 
15 YEARS AGO prospects was told that two millions would be about the limit. “Two 


millions” he snorted, “why, we turned down that figure from another 
distributor.” 
One of the seasoned salesmen will admit that $1,000,000 is a lot of 





gross. Others says that $600,000 or $700,000 for a programer is pretty 
| s00d, even with laudatory notices. Grosses as comprehended here do 
|} not include the fureign incume, mainly because of the German country 


situation over there and no American company other than Warners cer- 
| tain when its pictures can play in that most profitable of all European 
territory. 

One talker that looked good and started a rave interested its producer 
only from the revenue angle. He asked everyone what they thought the 
picture would bring. First estimates were one million to twelve hun- 
dred thousand. After the raves the estimate went up to a million and a 
half. With first big returns, that increased to two millions. The picture 
was a ¢ginch and frequently held over. Its total gross at the finish was 
$1,400,000. 

Another similar case but this time with the picture a musical and 
}much stronger in demand than the other, with talk of three millions 
a daily occurrence, wound up with $1,600,000. 

When grosses for pictures are mentioned beyond the fifteen hundred 
thousand mark, they have got to be pictures. And when distribs glibly 
quote three or four millions as the probable income, it runs for Sweeney 
except to those who don’t understand that a million is a barrell of money, 
to put in or take out of a picture. 

At present Universal’s “Jazz King’ (Whiteman) is exciting “gross” 

interest, because that picture cost U two millions. Adding distribution 
costs, “The King of Jazz’ must return in rentals to U at least three 
millions before U can call itself even. 
Those cold blooded business like distribs are the boys. It’s a pleasure 
to hear them talk. They never kid themselves or anyone else. Just 
practical men, which probably is why they are the foremost salesmen 
they are. No temperament about them, nothing of the “actor” or “di- 
rector” to their thoughts or talk. If a picture goes wrong, the knowing 
distrib can give you the reason. Those kind of salesmen should give 
the studios an hour’s talk every week. It would result in better pictures 
for the masses and better grosses, for no one, without exception, knows 
what the great picture fan public wants like the salesmen who have 
to sell, and those salesmen report back to the home office. 


Among the international show trade papers of the world, “Everyones” 
in Australia reads like the most useless. If “Everyones” holds any in- 
fluence in its country, that would be surprising after reading it in New 
York. 
In the entire paper, printed weekly, there is not enough local (Sydney) 
or national trade news of importance to fill a single column. Its 
criticisms are so open face that one went so far as to rebuke the Sydney 
reviewers on the dailies for not liking “Taming of the Shrew.” Reading 
matter disguised as news is almost wholly taken from the publicity stuff 
of the American distributing offices. 
It leaves the impression that “Everyones,” published by a printer in 
Sydney without newspaper experience as may be easily seen, is so greedy 
for trade advertising he has permitted the film exchange over there to 
wholly run his weekly. . 
An independent trade paper for Australia, with or without the sup- 
port of the exchanges, should stand an excellent chance. It could be 
made into a combination of a trade and lay weekly, going to the Aus- 
tralian film fans as well as the trade itself. 

“Everyones” is such a sickly display of tottering toadying to ad- 


delphia film producer allied with | vertisers that almost anything in the way of a real trade newspaper 


in Australia would beat it down to nothing within six months. 

“Variety’s” Australian correspondent is a very ambitious and ex- 
cellent young newspaper man, who once wanted to leave Sydney to work 
on Variety in New York. It might be a good idea to give that young 
man his chance right at home with an opposition sheet to “Everyones.” 

If “Everyones” is the single trade paper of Australia, the exchange 
men over there may well be ashamed to see their business represented 
in such a manner, if only for the dailies of the country to note. 





have made their recommendations of achievements they would like to 
recognize with Academy awards this year. 


one individual given recognition as responsible for the script’s merit. 
No separate award for dialog is desired by the writers, who consider 
this comprised in the original, or the adaptation. 

Technicians are seeking four or five awards in their field, with pho- 
tography, art direction, and sound reproduction definite for recognition. 
The other three branches of the academy will forward recommendations 
-|to the board of directors on awards in their fields within the next two 
-| weeks. . 

Intention of the Academy of M. P. Arts and Sciences to bestow an 
award for perfect sound recording and reproduction this year has led to 
a discussion in Coast technical circles of the standard for determination. 
Excellent photography is obvious to the eye, but when sound is obvious, 


Wall street was just recovering | it is usually bad, they say. 
from a fever of speculation. Gold Sound technicians have noticed that when sound is mentioned in a 
and silver mine shares had had a| review it is in an unfavorable sense. The best sound is not obtrusive. 


1| Therefore, the award probably will go to the picture in which sound 


stocks and now all such shares were | is least noticeable. 





Johnny Carroll, well known black Paramount's press department in New York has acquired a habit every 
’ . : ~ | once in a while of requesting the reviewers on the New York dailies to 

tice comedian, had been ordered by : sedaclet gp Ss ig ee 

the doctor to take a sea trip. He 

did. Was a passenger on the bark 


attend a pre-view and luncheon, just before the picture to be seen is 
about to open. The critics have noted that these requests appear to 
always hop on top of a weak sister, with the invitation couched in that 
’! “co-operation by the press” ‘stuff, etc. 

. When one critic was asked why attend the luncheons, if not feeling 
that way, the answer appeared to indicate there might be an office in- 
quiry otherwise. 

Merely printed as a tip off to other picture press offices if the New 
York critics feel that way. Like Los Angeles, why a bad notice at all? 
If notices nowadays count in the dailies? Take your choice. 

According to reports from out of town and the records in New York, 
the rabid fans don’t appear to read the dailies; they just make up their 
own minds, probably on the advance billing in the first place, word of 
mouth in the second and intuition thirdly, 





this, its second week at the Roxy. Up against the warm weather tha} 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


A new playwright, without as yet a Broadway play, will have two 
plays on almost simultaneously this fall. He is Lynn Riggs, young 
Oklahoman known as a dramatist and poet. Arthur Hopkins will pro- 
duce his “Roadside” and the Theatre Guild his “Green Grow the Lilacs.” 





There will be a new dramatic critic on “The Nation” next year, Joseph 
Wood Krutch, the present incumbent, resigning the post to study in 
Europe. He was recently awarded a Guggenheim Scholarship which 
carries with it funds sufficient to support the beneficiary for a year 
abroad. 


Theatre Guild last week announced that it had given up its hold on 
the exclusive services of one of its directors, Rouben Mamoulian. This 
marked the end of a fuss whereby Mamoulian insisted on producing a 
certain play next season and the Guild apparently refused to accede to 
his request. He then requested a release, which was given him. Herbert 
Biberman, who produced “Red Rust” for the Guild this year, has been 
added to the production staff to take Mamoulian’s place. 


Illness of principal players caused the closing of two plays on Broad- 
way last week. “Rebound,” which was aimed for mid-June at the Ply- 
mouth, shut down when Donald Ogden Stewart who authored and ape 
peared in the comedy was ordered to rest by doctors. Low blood pres- 
sure was the diagnosis. 

“The Traitor” was off for two performances at the Little when Fuller 
Mellish was stricken with nervous prostration. The veteran actor was 
not only under a strain through the show which was panned, but grief 
over the death of his son on the Coast several months ago had impaired 
his health. Resumed Saturday night. 


The boys did plenty of framing on Louie Shurr, the agent, during 
his trip to the Coast. With Arthur Lyons on the same train, west of 
Chicago, the rivalry in agentry was keen. 

Along about Kansas City Shurr started to get wires reading: “Am 
holding up everything pending your arrival—Joe Schenck”; “Call me 
upon arrival—Louis B. Mayer”; “Expect you at studio night you ar- 
rive—Jack Warner”’—and this kept up all the way into Albuquerque. 

Finally one telegram turned up announcing that an important execu- 
tive would meet Shurr at Pasadena with friends and for “the doctor” to 
be formally dressed to attend a dinner. Shurr spent most of the last 
afternoon on the train getting ready for that big “Hello” and disembarked 


at Pasadena to run up and down the platform looking for his party. 
Nobody showed. 


According to agents who travel to the Coast for the express purpose 
of placing legit names with picture companies, the producers have barely 
any knowledge whatsoever of some of the best known names in the 
legit’ field. 

Agents assert that the unfamiliarity of the producers with legit peo- 
ple places them in an awkward position when approaching the producer 
to use a w. k. legit name. According to them, the producer asks “Who 
is he? What has he done,” with the agent either forced to recite a 
history of the legit name or bringing out a batch of clippings, if handy. 

With the many former legit people who are now making the Coast 
and picture work their haven, the agents are astonished at the producers’ 
lack of familiarity with the legit field. 





appeared to injure the country’s box offices last week, the picture reached 
$103,000 on its first full week. Usual contractual understanding for a 
hold-over at the Roxy is $90,000 by Monday night. Percentage split 
starts at $110,000. 

Late last Tuesday the Universal offices notified the Fox office that 
under the terms of its contract, the “Jazz” picture would hold over. Those 
terms, made unknown to the Fox office evidently, were that if “Jazz” 
got $50,000 over Saturday and Sunday, it could remain a second week, 
It got $53,000 on those two days of its first week. 

Fox had arranged to replace it after its first week with “The Arizona 
Kid” and had so advertised in the New York dailies for Wednesday. 

Universal's percentage terms with the Roxy are said to be 10% on 
the gross up to $110,000 and 15% after that amount. 


Since legit producers began debating on specs the “diggers” have been 
concentrating on successful pictures with greater avidity, it is claimed, 
than they evidenced at the older b.o’s. 

So burnt up has Universal become in the way they have bought up 
blocks of best seats at the Central that, failing to get quick action from 
the-47th street station, the company has hired an ex-copper. 

The patrolman, Jack Murray, got the job after he boasted of a Broad- 
way experience familiarizing him with every “future buyer” on the 
thoroughfare. 

Jack can be seen any day in a corner of the Central lobby scanning 
faces. Any buyer of advanced dates has to be identified and if Jack 
is suspicious said buyer gets the go-by. 

So far, U claims, Jack has spotted diggers coming from such distant 
points as Coney and Yonkers. 





Denial that producers are enforcing the collection of the music tax, 
by making it mandatory in film contracts, because they now control 
the music publishing end, is made by the Hays office. There also it is 
claimed that picture interests have but approximately 30% of the pub- 
lishing end. , 

That there is no secret about the producers’ agreement with the Amer- 
ican Music Society is maintained by Haysites. Before the clause was 
introduced in the film contract Hays’ executives maintain fully 95% 
of the exhibitors throughout the country paid the 10-cent seat tax. 

The Society’s 250 attorneys plus the minimum penalty of $250 for 
failure to pay, took care of the situation in the past, the producers state, 
maintaining that they are guided by no selfish motive but simply want 
to keep the talker record straight in insisting upon theatre owners agree- 
ing to pay the tax or violate their right for film service. 


Dr. Lee De Forest, the inventor whose talker patents are getting so 
much publicity and the use of million-dollar language, will be out of a 
job next August. Then his contract, which netted him 25 grand a year 
for giving a South African theatre owner the low-down, will be up. 

The publicity is doing two other things. 

It is making some of the salesmen for the big electrics actually fear- 
ful for their own jobs. One applied at the Schlessinger office for a job 
and got the chill. 

Second, the association with the big fellows, in names, is sending up 
rumbles from Wall Street that holders of old DeForest stock are looking 
through the archives for more, figuring a bonanza is about to engulf 
them all. 


As the newlywéd David Selznicks were about to take an eastern 
limited from Los Angeles to Washington, immediately after their recent 
marriage, all of their hand baggage was necessarily left in L. A. be- 
cause of.confusion among auto drivers. Friends at the Santa Fe station 
in L. A. told the young couple to go ahead; they would have the bag- 
gage on the train by airplane at Alberquerque the next morning. 

No baggage the next day. Selznick wired. Inquiry brought out the 
plane had had to turn back to L. A. because of climatic conditions. 

It wasn’t until the following Monday afternoon, a couple of hours 
before their dinner engagement at the White House, that the Selznicks 





received the luggage. 
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Erlanger’s After Man Power and 
Young Producers by New Season 


It is understood that before the 
new season opens the Erlanger of- 
fice will engage several executives 
to build up the man power of the 
organization. Since the death of 
A. L. Erlanger few if any persons 
have been regularly secured. 

The idea of the directors ap 
peared to be centered in securing 
attractions for booking. It is claim- 
ed a goodly number of forthcoming 
productions have been attracted 
through the scouting system. That 
is done on a percentage basis. Re- 
ports aré thai no definite production 
plans of its own have been made for 
the Erlanger office. 

Daily meetings are held in the 
Erlanger office. Present are Mitchell 
Erlanger, Saul J. Baron, newly ap- 
pointed administrator; Charles 
Dillingham and Marcus Heiman. 
Occasionally others are called into 
the conferences but the general aim 
of the is to line up other 
producers, particularly the younger 
showmen., 


sessions 


Short on Summer Shows 

The ability of either the Erlanger 
or Shuberts to offer attractions for 
the summer is doubted in show cir- 
cles at present. With both major 
offices scouting for shows and find- 
ing little or nothing worth while 
anfong the spring productions, both 
have a problem on their hands in 
supplying their houses out of town 
Both appear to be pointing rather 
to next season, 
far the summer is con- 
cerned, the Shuberts seem to have 
the edge with four new musica] pro- 
ductions. One, “Three Little Girls,’ 
has already opened on Broadway, 
but not doing so well. “Hello Paris” 
is in Chicago. Third musical was 
launched in Philadelphia, and a 
Lehar operetta is in the offing. 

The Erlanger office, feeling its 
w . as to production under the new 
management, has one major sum- 
mer musical in sight, Carroll's 
“Vanities,” in which it will have a 
minority financial interest. The 
show comes to the New Amsterdam. 
Ziegfeld is reported getting a new 
“Follies” lined up, but probably not 
for this summer, he being on the 
¢oast. 

Summer show business has been 
de eloping for the past dozen years. 
The heat wave of last week may be 
an out, but otherwise the available 
shows do not appear to be in sight, 
if wanted here and elsewhere. 

Nathan M. Abramson, who was 
professionally known as Bramson, 
has merged with Lyons and Lyons 
and is vice-president of that agency. 
Arthur Lyons remains president, 
with Sam Salvin treasurer. Bram- 
son conducted a club’ booking 
agency specializing in supplying 
shows for convention affairs and the 
like held in New York. He will con- 
tinue the same activities with 
Lyons and Lyons, moving into that 
office with his staff virtually intact. 


So 


as 


“F. & J.” Revival in N. Y. 


“Frankie and Johnny,” tried out 
Jast season by A. H. Woods in Chi- 
cago and closed because of running 
up against a censorial snag because 
of daring theme, will be revived in 
New York. 

John Kirtland, aythor of the piece, 
will make the revival, 


‘Honor’ Folds in Rehearsal 
Cast Gets Week’s Pay 


“Honor,” which William Barth 
had in rehearsal, folded without 
opening last week with Barth call- 
ing off show indefinitely and set- 
tling claims with cast by giving all 
& week's salary. 

The premature shelving of the 
Piece is said to have been the re- 
sult of differences between the pro- 
ducer and his backer, with Barth 
reported making the latter hold the 
bag for the salary amounts distrib- 
uted and the latter giving 


cheer- 
fully to bow out. 





Last N. Y. Group Folds 


Last remaining art group in New 
York has called it quits, 

3ronx Theatre Guild has given 
Up its tenancy of the Intimate Play- 
house, which it occupied about 
€ight years, and disbanded. Sidney 
Stavro, who headed the group, may 
£0 to the West Coast. Others will 
£0 back to work. 




















Miss Otis made her fame 
many years ago. 


stage 


Dempsey Off Roles 


Minneapois, May 13. 
After wrestling for a day with the 


Grant Mitchell role in “The Cham- 
pion,” Jack Dempsey, ex-heavy- 
weight champion, convyalescing from 
a slight operation at Rochester, 


Minn., decided that the study was 
too difficult for him, and turned 
down the offer to guest star in the 
comedy with the dramatic stock 
here. 

Stock was willing to pay Dempsey 
$3,500 and a percentage for the week. 


“Moon’s” Second Attempt 


Nearer Song Writers 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Civic Rep season at the Holly- 
wood Music Box, already sprinkled 
with guest artists, will be inter- 
rupted May 25 by one of the two 
guest productions. First will be 
George Holland's’ production of 
downtown at the Belasco and this 
“June Moon,” just closed three weeks 
week making stands in Long Beach, 
San Bernardino, and San Diego. 
“Moon” goes into the Music Box 
for two weeks and may stay four 
This house is nearer to song writ- 
ers than the Belasco. Under con- 
sideration to follow it is an Edward 
W. Rowland production. 








Natalie Hall in Lead 


Natalie Hall, currently with 
“Three Little Girls,” goes with Con- 
nelly and Swanstrom next fall for 
the lead in “Princess Charming.” 

Evelyn Laye created the role in 
London. 


Mitzi Tour Ends 








Albany, May 13, 
“Sari,” with Mitzi, closed its four 
Saturday night after a three day 
engagement at the Capitol theatre. 


Show followed closing of Capitol | 
Players, who disbanded the week | 
before. 





Three of the Capitol Players, John 
|H. Dilson, Clyde Dilson and Enid | 
Romany, this week started engage 
|ment at R-K-O Proctor’s In vaude 
| sket hes written by Dilson, director | 
of the Capitol Players. 


Shuberts’ Importations 
Chicago, May 13 
Shuberts’ Dramatic League of 


second sea- | 
Schedule | 


its 
Oct. 6. 


| Chicago 
son at the 


will open 
Princess 
tentatively calls for four-week runs | 
Mostly 


fand six plays importations. | 





win goes through, Duffy will move 
his company there over to the Ful- 
ton, which he closed Dec. 16. The 
Fulton has a revolving stage and 
can be operated more economically 
than the Dufwin, but the latter was 


kept open because the investment 
involved was greater. 
Duffy permanently closed the 


President, Seattle, Feb. 1. 


Rosen and Epstein 
Producing on Coast 


Los Angeles, May 13. 


Al Rosen, agent, is turning legit 
producer. He is casting for the first 
American production of “Molly 


Magdalene,” Crane Wilbur’s miracle 
play. Plan is for a Santa Barbara, 
Cal., tryout June 20, opening in a 
San Francisco house the following 
week, and coming to Los Angeles 
in July. 

Wynne Gibson is set for femme 
lead with Rosen angling for a New 
York male name to co-star. Also 
east are Cornelius Keefe, Hedwiga 
Reicher, George Hays, Harry Wil- 
lard, Jack Egan and Nell Bert. 

Louis Epstein is associated in 
handling the production. 


IOWA STOCK STARTS 


Sweet Company Opens With Rep. 
of Three Plays 
Sioux City, Ia., May 13. 

George D. Sweet's stock company 
opened its 26th touring season of 
northwestern Iowa at Storm Lake. 
The company rehearsing there in- 
cludes Marjorie Sweet, Mrs. Sweet, 
Warren Proctor, Gene Kane, Boothe 
Howard, Frank Marlow, Kay Mal- 
lory, Eddie Robinson, Billie Lee, 
Kittie Robinson and Mrs. Lee. 

The company plays three nights 
in the various town. Plays are 
“Little Miss Bluebeard,” “Skidding 
and “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 


New Joe Howard Try 
Chicago, May 13. 
Joe E. Howard will try again, but 
with a new piece, called “My Girl,” 
with book, lyrics and music by Joe 


Howard, Staged by Ned Wayburn 
Opens tentatively at the Adelphi, 
May 25, with Howard holding a 
four-week option of the house 

Howard closed “Time, Place and 
Girl” revival at the Harris after 
three poor weeks. 


Sioux City Stock 
Sioux City, Ia., 
Dale 


May 13 
Frances the Rialt-: 
indefinitely 


Bradley Page 


ftock at 


is leading man. 











Evelyn Ellsmore, dancer in “Fior- 
etta” when it played last fall at the 
Tremont Theatre, won a _ $75,000 
verdict in the Federal Court against 
the Erlanger-Tremont Theatre Corp 
when she claimed a broken verte- 
brae, suffered in a fall during the 
show, had made impossible for her 
ever to dance again. 

Miss Ellsmore told the court she 
slipped and fell while dancing when 
she hit a piece of scenery through 
the carelessness of a stage-hand. 
She said she finished the matinee 
and the evening performance but 
the next day suffered so that she 
was aided off the stage by Leon 
Errol. 

Miss Ellsmore is 
Providence, R. I, 


Gillette’s Farewell 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 

Quite a farewell given William Gil- 
lette here Jast Saturday night at 
conclusion of his last performance 
at Nixon in “Sherlock Holmes.” 
Tour closed here, and when curtain 
feli the 75-year-old veteran an- 
nounced he had appeared on his last 
professional stage. 

Walter Hampden, playing at Al- 
vin, rang down his curtain a few 
minutes earlier to slip up to the 
Nixon to bid Gillette good-bye in 
behalf of the acting profession, while 
George Seibel, drama editor of “Sun 
Telegraph,” spoke for the public. 


23 and lives in 





Paul Streger Back 


Paul 
halted 


Streger, 
legit 


who 
producing 


temporarily 
activities to 


embark for Hollywood is back in 
New York and will shortly resume 
with “Ann,” comedy by Frank 
Dazey and Agnes Johnson as his 
next fling. 

Streger was formerly associated 
with Herman Shumlin and later 


produced “Jarnegan” on his own. 


So. Bend Stock Quits in Debt 
South Bend, May 13. 
The Oliver stock folded here deep 
in debt to many people. Oliver the- 
atre was the last legit to be 
lighted. Town is stage at- 
tractions. 
Bruce Godshaw was 


local 
without 


the last man- 





ager of the stock. George Robert- 
son and Clyde Armstrong kept the 
stock going 35 weeks. 
Call in Coast “June Moon” 

The coast company of “June 
| Moon” has been ordered back to 
| New York by Sam H. Harri The 
Los Angeles showing was sponsored 
by Colleen Moore whose brother, 
Cleve, was inserted Into the ast. 


7 
ideal Playwrieht | Shuberts Refuse to Permit Show 
A new show, authored by the . h 
;} son of a millionaire, got a big 
| Sesecaorer es Under Stop to Move Elsewhere 
| Hollywood. It was the son's 
+ first try at a play, and first | * —— —_ 
[ > || night showed a b. o. take of |} 
BILLY ROSE'S SHOW jj. £8282 itm no" panes in she | RICHMAN TELLS LESLIE | moist % © souveres of ime 
house. right of Herman Shumlin to move 
| WITH JED HARRIS IN | "3.2% 32% shu%¢ || IT'S DOUGH OR ELSE “<%= nara 
n the line for first night seats | 
/ fc his friends é e pro- 
' osed for I 
Billy Rose has a self-written mu Refusing to walk on the Majestis : f pped 
j Sical in view for next season, witl * theati tage Monday night until - 
i Jed Harris interested, the latter paid the $5,000 in t alaries he inde the stor ‘ s 
| probably for a small piece and as Duffy Letting laims Lew Le« ‘ International} but the Shuberts did é the 
| stager, | Revue producer, owes him, Harry | chow notice to vacate. § was 
Proposed as principals are Billy's | Richt , ter compron d and ahout to serve notice of ' on 
| wife, Fannie Brice, and James Bar- 0 0 oast went on when Les! cides — i Shuberts 1 é t when 
ton. Miss Brice this week is at the | i check for $2,500 on ak € _ € I 
Mastbaum, pictures, Philadephia, | Leslie has been eredited with pet } advised the latter woe gps = — 
| playing four or more daily, but get- | forming a miracle job by keeping |J0im the moving of “The Last Mile 
| ting heavy dough to the size of Stock Houses his show. conceded a financial bust ito other than another Shubert the- 
$7,500 for the week. It’s the 8th and from the start. alive. Cast has |#™e se liele 
final week of Fannie’s variety tour. | helped out by accepting two s lary | About a year and a hal! ago the 
The Rose-Harris association is oe | cuts and the original $20.000 payroil | C°U"*ts ruled out the clause in book- 
| more of a friendly than financial | | was trimmed to half or less. Rich- ing contracts stipulating that a 
| one. Los Angeles, May 13. man’s Monday night balk was the | show cannot play another theatre 
| He Henry Duffy will dispose of his | frst indication of an. xity in the |.2 New York within six weeks after 
| President theatre here, his Dufwin | pay oft the original dat unless the shift 
$25 875 NET LEFT BY lin Oakland, and his Dufwin in itntannatind Revus es venoteali = reeable to bot ——— rhe 
b 3 b | | Portland and will confine his dra able to get by on present § . es ae of pet . 7 nins 
| R Scag stock to two houses in Hol- | quoted lately at ound $22.01 . Riser Erne — hig Carroll 
EL TA P OCTOR I |lywood, two in San Francisco, and| [Leslie retains his optimistic front cn ene na page condi pce 
» jj in Susi Ss as . hes — “= . . ws . . 
ee f+ aa ara eed as hse baw ™ ht par Pw a ly ge Fete | move dad to the Carroll. Philip {os- 
Estate of Elita Proctor Otis, who é ; aty ; = a ; ter whe resented the w rued 
died August 10, 1927, at her home in | : In the last fortnight 30-day op “ a chia , ithe clause in the cont t was not 
North Pelham, N. Y., has been ap- | tions on the two Dufwin theatres Richman is said to have threat equitable and a restraining writ was 
praised at $29,657 gross, and $25,875 have been granted to possible pur- | ened to walk if not receiving the | refused 
net, of which she gave $22,950 to her chasers. Fox West ( oast has been | balance of the $5,000 during this] Jp that case notice to move out 
nurse for ten years, Alice K. Gouvin, | Mesotiating for the President, Los week. oe | had been given by the Chanins or 
who, Miss Otis said, “has served me Angeles, with the idea of operating Notice babae posted bat matage MOn-/the show management Since the 
faithfully.” it as a newsreel house. Negotia- | day night, placing the cast and show |ghuberts did not serve notice on 
Chief asset is the real estate in tions were postponed last Thursday on a week-to-week working basis | Shumlin nor he upon them, the con- 
North Pelham valued at $19,500 in| (8) until the arrival of Jimmy * | tention is that the clause will hold 
addition to which she had $2,615 in Grainger, Fox general sales man- , up legally. | 
cash, $1,380 in jewelry and other ager, next week. . ; DANCER WINS $75 000 A new form of binder 1: being 
personal property, and $10 as the Duffy, however, will continue to ? lused covering the matter of closing 
value of two shares of stock in the | 9Perate the President for at least VERDICT FOR INJURY one theatre and moving to an- 
Commonwealth Hotel Company. | two months, woe “Elizabeth wu a jother house not under en ; a 
Two other stock holdings were found Out ner ee the next produc tion fol- _-—— ; management, Inst ad of it being @& 
to be worthless. lowing “The Blue Ghost. ike: ‘Dine aa boage as in the sharing agreement, it 
If the deal for the Oakland Duf- = a ne is now made a separate agreement 


which producers who play Shubert 
houses are required to sign. 


Plenty of Arrests 
In Frisco Check Jam 


San Francisco, May 13. 

of grief for the backers 
and managers of “Philadelphia,” 
which was to have opened at the 
Tivoli theatre May 4 but didn’t be- 
check for $500 rent given 
(“Doc”) Leahy, owner of 
bounced back, Leahy 
part with the keys to 


Plenty 


cause a 
to W. H. 
the house, 
refused to 
the theatre. 
Warren Millais, who issued the 
checks on account of Andy Wright, 
announced producer of the show, 
wags arrested on a warrant obtained 
by officials of a local hotel who 
charged the troupe owed $350. 
Checks issued by Millais came back 
from a Hollywood bank marked “in- 
sufficient funds.” At a hearing in 
the police court Millais said he had 
been authorized by Wright to issue 
the checks and had been told there 
would be funds on deposit to meet 
them, 
Arthur P. 
an associate 
rested 


Hiernandez, said to be 
of Wright’s, was are- 
on a warrant obtained by 
Barbara Bedford, one of the cast. 
| It was issued on charges that mis- 
| representation of conditions of em- 





| ployment had been made. Claims 
of 15 members of the cast totaling 
$1,269.71 were filed with Deputy 


State Labor Commissioner Johnson, 

If the responsible parties fail to 
advance money to get the players 
back to Hollywood they will be ar- 


rested and brought here for trial, 
Deputy Johnson said, 

The cast of “Philadelphia” in- 
cluded besides Miss Bedford, Dei 
Lawrence, Rockcliffe Fellows, Ora 
Czrew, James Guilfoyle, James 


Gordon and Kitty Leeds, 


3 Shubert Shows Melt 





Three Shubert musicals Street 
Singer,” “Nina Rosa” and * Wonder=* 
ful Night’—folded for the s« 
tour last week. 


ason on 





Companies returned to New York 

and disbanded. 
U. of C.’s Hit Show 
Chicago, May 13 

University of Chicago Blackfriars 
have their first hit in a decade in 
“Smart Alec,” annual all-university 
| men’s production, and may road 
| show. 
| Script and lyrics by Jack Pincus, 
land more than 26 original songs 
credited to Jerry Solomon, co-au- 
ith ors, 
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PARIS’ MAT IDOL 


COPPED FOR TALKER 





ANE AUBERT FORCED — 
TO WORK IN ITALY 








Paris, May 2 Paris, May 2. 
Victor Boucher, local matinee idol, Due te Col. Nelson Morris, the 
has signed with Jacques Haik, pro- Chicago packer, interfering with the 
ducer and owner of the new Olympia | ; ; etc uh Seen Rania 
theatre. Film titled “Cousin Albert” | stage activities 
is from novel by Albert Dieudonne,] French \v tude and film star whom 
a French film actor, who starred in/he is divorcing, she finds herselt 
“Napoleon,” with lyrics by M 1udru. | inable i. work here ven Para- 
Rene Hervil will direct and Andree } vount cannot release a short she 
Deviller will be femme lead made for Robert Kane 
Shooting will be done at the Gau- Miss Aubert instead is appearing 
mont Paris studio on RCA Photo- i ae alien. 
phone wire as Haik’s own studios | Owing to her resulting inability 
which were destroyed by fire are not to act in Une Femme a Menti,” 
< whem a Kane feature, Jeanne Helbling 
oS “<* has been substituted 
° 9 ° —————— 
Berlin’s Art Festival porns 
mans ustral 
Berlin, May 2 
Berlin Art Festival which yee Picture business is away off in 
haan eed as aie ae mee coos Melbourne. Several houses are play- 


until June 16. 

There will be a large number of 
musical offerings. 

Outstanding feature of the pro- 
gram will be a cycle of six works 
by Beethoven. Soloists will include 
Fritz Kreisler, Pablo Casals, Fred- 
eric Lamond, Edwin Fischer and 
Sigrid Onegrin. 


Bohnen Rehearsing 


Berlin, May 2. 
Michael Bohnen, baritone, has re- 
turned from the Metropolitan 


Opera, New York, to rehearse for 
the operetta by the well known 
Austrian composer, Ralph Benat- 
zky, titled “With You Alone on a 
Desert Isle” (“Mit Dir allain auf 
einer einsamen Insel”). 


French Der U. S. Talkers 


(Continued from page 6) 








due to delay caused by legal re- 


quirements. 
To offset this, Albert Kohan, 
managing director, who, though 


primarily a financier, has had con- 
siderable film experience, takes it 
upon himself to back production 
here and abroad, thus insuring 
product for the circuit next season. 

Kohan is in on “Eskimo,” pro- 
duced in Denmark by Nordisk 
Film; in “Caprice Viennois,” made 
in Elstree (England) by British In- 
ternational, and had “Votre main, 
Madame,” produced at the Gau- 
mont Studios, Paris, by Max de 
Vaucorbeil. He also may buy some 
product from Cinestudio Conti- 
nental, the Paramount backed or- 
ganization. 

Circuit's current theatre offerings 
are weak, operatives even allowing 
the houses which had been smart- 
ened up by Metro management to 
revert to their shooting gallery ap- 
pearance. 


ing to less than half capacity. Ex- 


ceptions being “Gold Diggers,” 
“Love Parade,” and “Rio Rita.” 
Suburban theatres are keeping 


folk away from the city now with 
most neighborhoods having sound. 
Newlyweds Returning 

Adele Crane and Jan Rubini leave 
this week for America. Rubini has 
been a great success here as con- 
ductor at Capitol, Melbourne, Ru- 
bini married Miss Crane some little 
time ago when actress was playing 
for W. T. : ‘ 

Tivoli, Sydney, being demolished. 
Shop sites will replace. ; 
Figured that Williamson-Tait will 
lose on “Prince and Pauper” season 
at Royal, Sydney. Heavy overhead 
and high production costs cannot 
be repaid with show only getting 
three weeks’ run. 7” 
William Faversham — 80 critics 
stated, magnificent actor with little 


scope in present show. Expected 
star will do better with “The 
Hawk,” which opens next week. 


Ann Davis will support Faversham. 
Norman Dawn will begin work on 
his first Australian talker next 
week. Scenes will be shot at local 
roadhouse with picture mainly talk- 
ing-singing revue affair. William- 
son-Tait interested with Dawn. 

Stuart F. Doyle, director Union 
Theatres, told shareholders in Mel- 
bourne that for every $50,000 the 
company made, government col- 
lected over $5,000 tax. 

Native Film Corp. 


Australian Talkies, Ltd., formed 
in Sydney recently, with capital of 
$50,000, to produce talking pictures. 
Subscribers include Norman Dawn, 
G. A. Saunders, M. Hirsh, C. Horan 
and W. Armstrong. 

Fullers will make their former 
vaude house, Empire, Brisbane, 
talker policy next month, following 
decision to quit vaude-revue. 

Williamson-Tait will revive “Sal- 
ly” next month with Josie Melville. 
Roadshowing smaller towns. 

Allan Wilkie did big business in 
Melbourne with Shakespearean and 
old English productions, under his 
own management. 
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Copenhagen Plays 





By Knud Gantzel 
Copenhagen, May 12. 
The influence of the American 
film also influences the repertory 
of Denmark theatres. Public is in- 





terested in American and English 
plays, and especially the modern 
| west end house, the New Theatre, 


|has this season shown a hobby tor 


} 
i 
| 


| from 


American dramatics. “That Amer- 
ican plays are now flourishing here 
has also a special reason, now that 
the Danish film director, Svend 
Gade, has returned to Copenhagen 
Hollywood. Profiting by his 
Hollywood experiences he 
stage director 


is 
contracted with the 


New Theatre, where he started well | tom 


with “What Price Glory” in real 
American style. The play attracted 
crowds for over two months, al- 
though the content was already 
known from the film. Svend Gade 
next season will produce “Street 
Scene” at the Royal. He did it 
successfully in Stockholm some 
weeks ago. 

The New also did “Front Page,” 
but not directed by Gade, who after 
a quarrel with the manager, left 
the theatre and now has been en- 
gaged by the Royal. The whole at- 
mosphere of the play was so for- 
eign to the public that it failed its 
effect. The characteristic ‘“gentle- 
man of the press” was rather dis- 
gusting and gave a very unfavorable 
impression of the American press to 
the great public who doesn’t know 
what and how the real American 
journalist is. However entertaining 
the play was, it held on through 
three weeks. . 

Same theatre also did “Saturday's 
Children,’ just a play for young 
married folks, but not for the critics 
who condemned it as very thin 
soup. None the less, for some 
weeks young people found their way 
to the theatre and seemed to 
amuse themselves. 

Two Copenhagen theatres special- 
izing in severe and literary art, es- 
caped economical ruin by pertorm- 
ing well founded world-hits. The 
Betty Nansen theatre presented 
Frank Vosper’s “The Murder on the 
Second Floor,” which attracted full 
houses two months, although both 
the English critics, Hannen Swaf- 
fer and Bishop, on their visit here, 
found its ma..ner of playing it as 
very un-English. The local critics 
were not quite satisfied but couldn't 
deny its amusing and entertaining 
effects. The other theatre, Kam- 
merspil-Scenen, had just been 
founded by a young idealist, Gun- 
nar Hansen, son of a ship-trader, 
who during one season lost a for- 
tune by performing very fine and 
artistic plays much praised by the 
critics but with a second class staff 
of actors and therefore unseen by 
the public, which was not attracted 
by any of their favorite stars. To 
regain some of the lost money he, 
therefore, as the last play of the 
season, performed Avery Hopwood’s 
“Double Exposure,” which turned 
out as a formidable hit. Firstly, 
the late Hopwood is well known to 
the Danish public, which has 
laughed at most of his former 
plays, and secondly, the theatre 
contracted with a popular comical 
player in the leading role, and at 
once the public responded. Had 
he begun and not finished with this 
play the manager might perhaps 
have doubled his fortune: now he 
has not only lost his money but 
also his humor, and as he will not 
play “hits,” but only “art” he has 
closed his theatre. Hansen, how- 
ever, showed a nice talent and has 
been engaged by the Royal as an 
assisting art director. 

The Casino also sought for some 
sure play to save the last and criti- 
cal part of the season and has dug 
up George R. Sims’ old play, “The 
Lights of London” and as the au- 
dience principally consists of our 
ancestors, the old folks once more 
amused themselves, 

The Scala also turned out an old 
trump at the last moment, Bran- 
don Thomas “Charley’s Aunt,” but 
polished up-to-date with modern 
setting, jazz-band on the stage, ete., 
and with one of the local favorites 
in the role of the aunt. 

The New theatre has had a very 
hard-boiled and enduring success 
with Edward Child Carpenter's 
“The Bachelor Father,” first and 
foremost on behalf of having en- 
gaged the popular Norwegian film 
star, Gunnar Tolnaes, to play the 
title role and young girls find him 
so awfully nice that he has agreed 
to a prolongation, although he had 
to bréak a film contract elsewhere. 


IN PARIS 


Paris, May 13. 

Charles Hitchcock Sherrill, Irene 
Lewisohn, Evelyn Laye, Arthur W. 
Woefle, Pola Negri and Prince S. 
Mdivani, Ruth Clode, Adolph Ochs, 
Gilbert Miller, Horton Smith, John 
T. McCutcheon, Clark Howell, Ted 
Lewis, Rudolph Guenther. 

Henry S. Eddy, Jacqueline French, 
Elizabeth Ohma, Gertrude Kappel, 
Dwight Anderson, Horton Smith, 
Ben Goetz and family, Bert Cortel- 
you and wife (Nellie King), Mollie 
King and her husband, 











now | 





3 UNITS AT KANE’S 
STUDIO IN PARIS 


May 3. 

Following the conferences. be- 
tween Jesse L. Lasky and Robert 
Kane, five units will function at the 
Cinestudio Continental to make 
talkers in French, German, Span- 
ish, Italian and Norse languages. 
These units will be organized to 
scout for stories and talent in their 
province. 

Portable equipment intended to 
shoot various locales has now been 
given permission to go from coun- 
try to country, without paying cus- 
taxes every time it crosses a 
national boundary. 

Camilo Aldao, Spanish 
has been engaged by Kane. Also 
Adelqui Millar, Spanish director, 
who made “San Jose” and “The In- 
separables,” afterwards bought by 
Warner Bros. 


English Film Riot 


(Continued from page Tf) 


Paris, 


writer, 





agement of the chain by Gaumont 
British. 

The meeting rejected the proposal 
on a show of hands. Thereupon the 
board demanded a formal poll which 
counted out the stockholders’ reso- 
lution to reject the plan and the 
meeting was adjourned for a month, 
during which time a complete poll 
of all the stockholders on the Gau- 
mont British scheme will be made. 
The scheme calls for payment to 
Gaumont British of $15,000 a year 
as management fees and $50,000 ad- 
ministration expenses, witnm power 
to discharge and replace the exist- 
ing staff. Plan also provides for 
Gaumont to take 10% of net profit 
after all charges have been covered. 

Henry Neville, director and 
Schlesinger’s nominee, was violent- 
ly attacked at the meeting and ac- 
cused by the stockholders of allow- 
ing Schlesinger to walk out of the 
trouble. 

The stockholders demanded in 
vain to be informed how much stock 
Schlesinger was holding, if and 
when he had sold out and what 
price he got for his holdings if he 
had liquidated. 

Meantime an offer has been made 
to a group of stockholders outside 
Schlesinger’s influence by Maxwell's 
Associated British Cinemas to take 
over the management on payment 
by United Theatres of $30,000 a year 
and 10% of profit after preference 
dividends have been paid. 


Real Promotion by 
Foreign Woman Director 





Paris, May 2. 


Musselman picture money for a 
woman director is the latest result 
of European modernization. 

Marguerite Viel, nicknamed 
“Nana” in the trade, and well 
known here as assistant to several 
prominent directors, is getting Islam 
backing to do herself an Arabian 
story. Film will be shot on loca- 
tion. ’ 

She will also do in Vienna a film 
drama titled “Bilectra.” Valeria 
Bushberg, Russian star of “Heredi- 
tary Instinct,” will be femme lead. 


TAKING FRENCH TALENT 


Paris, May 1. 

Roberto Rey, Spanish, who acted 
in the Spanish version of “Le trou 
Dans Le Mur” (“The Hole in the 
Wall"), made in Paris by Robert 
Kane for Paramount, has been en- 
gaged by Metro ani sails May 7 on 
the “Ile de France.” 

Same company has another 
French novelist for Hollywood, Yvan 
Noe, author of “La Chienne Aux 
Yeux De Feu,” one of last season's 
best sellers. Title means “The Dog 
with the Flaming EByes.”’ 


For Talent and Dough 


Paris, May 13. 

Ivan Petrovitch, Russian film star, 
is en route to the States on the 
“Europa” May 7 on a three months’ 
tour to search for talent and a suit- 
able director to produce in Prague 
a film, “Marche Hongroise,”’ from 
a novel by Franz Herecsz. 

Insiders say the Russ’ search will 
include money, 

Petrovitch is best known as an 








RADIO SISTERS FALL 
DOWN IN VAUDE 


London, May 13. 

A radio name billed above a4 
standard vaudeville feature proved 
a sad disappointment at the 
Coliseum yesterday (Monday). Elsie 
and Doris Waters top Randolph 
Sutton and Jimmie James ir 
prominence, due to the girls’ radio 
|reputation, although Sutton 
James are class vaude. 

Waters sisters proved a complete 
disappointment and the _ incident 
gives further evidence that the 
British Broadcasting Co. has little 
talent of its own, other than that 
recruited from the specialty stage. 

“Perkeo,” automatic figure worked 
by electricity, with a German 
woman as lecturer, turned out a 
Continental novelty and was well 
received. 

Johnson and Graham, using the 
billing “Two Black Dots,” long been 
conceded to Kramer and Morton 
(American), got over nicely with 
their fast stepping. 


Czech Playwright Charged 
With Bribery, Arrested 


Prague, May 12. 

Dr. Arne Dvorak, noted author of 
a group of patriotic Czech plays 
done at the National theatre, has 
been arrested, charged with bribery 
in connection with political ac- 
tivity. 

As a result his latest play “The 
Ballot of the Murdered Woman,” 
eurrent at the People’s theatre, state 
subventioned house, has been with- 
drawn. 

Dr. Dvorak was for.several years 
war chairman of the Czech recruit- 
ing service. His most popular play, 
“Mathew, the Honest One,” severely 
condemns political corruption. 


and 


Janet Flynn Reported 
Following Lili Damita 


London, May 153. 

Janet Flynn, former Albertina 
Rasch girl, now playing one of the 
leading parts in “New Moon” at the 
Chatelet, Paris, is reported picked 
for the Lili Damita role in the New 
York production of “Sons o’ Guns.” 

She is scheduled te sail tomorrow 
(Wed.) on the “Bremen” from Cher- 
bourg. 





Arthur Swanstrom’s new leading 
woman to replace Lili Damita in 
“Sons o’ Guns” is described as Gina 
Malo, French girl, of the Theatre 
Chatalet. 

Swanstrom will sail from France 
with Miss Malo today (Wednesday). 

Above is a press announcemer& 
sent out yesterday. If the boat is 
the same as in the cable, the girls 
are probably the same as in the 
cable. 


Dora Maughan Set 


London, May 13. 

Peppy Dealbreu, who has a class 
cabaret in Paris, came to London 
especially to see Dora Maughan’s 
pe-formance. 

Result was she engaged Miss 
Maughan to open in Paris May 26 
for the entire season. 





All O. K.—But 


Amsterdam, May 13. 
Negro chorus fr the Hampton 
Institute in Alabama, making a 
tour of Europe, gave a concert here. 
Newspapers gave the event much 
attention. Critical comment en- 
thusiastic. ° 
Public little interested. 


Theatre Man Directing 


Berlin, May i. 
Fritz Friedmann-Frederich, one 
of the best known theatre managers 
in Berlin, has decided to give up 
the management of the Kleines the- 
atre to direct talkers. 





Phil Baker at Col 
London, May 13 


Phil Baker is due here on the 
“Bremen” sailing from New York 
May 21, to open at the Coliseum 
June 2. 

Booking through Parnell & 
Zeitlin. 


Waggenaar Goes Back 
Sam Waggenaar, formerly with 
Metro in Holland, sailed for Paris, 
where he will handle continental 
exploitation for Metro. 
He has been iam America since 





actor in German pictures, 


, last fall. 
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Last Paris cables reported a flock 


of new comedies strangely lacking 
in the but this | 
week’s budget makes up the differ- | 


risque element, 


ence. Seven new plays produced 


and several of them have the fami- 


liar risque flavor. 
| 


Among them is “Celestin,” farce 
} 


by Jean Kolb and Leon Belieres, at 
the Ambigu, with the main attrac- 
tion the red nose comedian Tramel 
in the leading He 
drawn from considerable film work. 

Sprightly effort was fairly well 
done. Plot deals with an important 
government official named Celestin, 
who delegates a secretary to im- 
personate him in an official visit to 
Morocco, while he himself goes into 
the provinces on an amorous ad- 
venture. 


role. is with- 





French Raffles 


Yves Mirande has fashioned a 
sort of musical comedy piece out of 
the old best seller “Arsene Lupin” 
(French version of Raffles’), writ- 
ten by Maurice Leblanc, while Lat- 
tee has composed the score. Piece 
was nicely done at the Bouffes 
Parisiens under the title of “Arsene 
Lupin, Banquier.” 

Lupin, gentleman burglar, is en- 
gaged in the enterprise of cashing 
a worthless check for a large 
amount, but finding the banker he 
intended to victimize a ruined man, 
he impersonates a great financier 
and by his promises restores the 
ruined man’s confidence in himself, 
setting him on the way to rehabili- 
tation. Then Lupin disappears 
after the banker’s pretty niece con- 
fesses her love. 

In the cast are Gabin, father and 
son, Paul Faivre, Lucien Baroux, 
Robert Ancelin, Jacqueline Fran- 
cell and Meg Lemonnier. 

“Coucou” 

Return to the stage after a long 
jiiness of Charlotte Lyses, marks 
the production of “Coucou,” a com- 
edy at the Potiniere. 

More spice here, story having to 
do with a sentimental maiden who 
refuses to have anything to do with 
the man picked for her by doting 
parents. 

Instead she deliberately becomes 
the mistress of a caddish Don Juan, 
who is a leader of fashion. She 
quickly regrets her course, happily 
marrying the other man, who over- 
looks her escapade. 

Name of the play is the heroine’s 
nickname. In cast are Alice Cocea, 
Renee Astor, Abe] Jacquin, Gil Ro- | 
land, Armond Lurville and Mme. | 
Lyses. 

St. Anthony in Opera 

Opera de Paris produced Raoul 
Brunel's three-act mystery play “St. 
Antoine’s Temptation,” of the good 
saint dreaming that he will take the 
Pope’s place. 

Instead the Pope commands him 
to do penance by living in the des- 
ert, where he is tempted by Queen 
Saba. He is saved when an angel 
appears and frees him, recognizing 
that hard work is the great preven- 
tative for wickedness. Piece has an 
ambitious score without novelty. 

“Bitter Sweet's” Successor 

“Bitter Sweet” has been with- 
drawn from the Apollo after a short 
run. Jane Marnac has revived the 
popular comedy “L’Ecole des Co- 
cottes,” which tells of a seamstress 
becoming a famous demimondaine. 
Georges LeCompte plays the role 
Max Dearly created at the Varietes 





five years ago. Mme. Marnac is the 
demimondaine. 
Another revival is Henry Bern- 





stein’'s melodrama “Felix” at the 
Gymnase, replacing “Melo” after an 
extended run. Bernstein, of course, 
directs the Gymnase. 

The high-brow little Studio 
Champs Elysees has changed its 
bill with “Bocca della Verita,’ 
three-act piece by Lucien Gennari 
which was fairly well received 
Comedy is built on the antiquated ! 
theme of an artist’s wife, jealous 
of her husband’s model, consider- | 
ing taking a lover, but the pair rec- 
onciled by the pleadings of the so- 
phisticated husband. 

In the 
Alice Dufrene 


des 


Allain 
Rival 


Dhurtal 


ae? ar 
cast are 


ana 


j}at popular prices. 
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A5 MINS. OF PICTURES | 
IN BERLIN'S OPERETTA 


Berlin, May 13 


The world premiere occurred at 
the State Opera house here of | 
Christopher Columbus,” music by} 

Darius Milhaud, book by P: 


French 

Washington. 
Work is an operatic novelty with | 

a peculiar mystical treatment of the 


' 
Claudel, Ambassador to 
} 


subject, in 27 seenes. Production 
has a huge chorus and an epochal 
feature in 45 minutes of moving pic- 
tures covering the historical back- 
ground of the play. Hoert’s pro- 
duction and Kleiber’s direction are 





praised, 
Theodor Scheidl sings 
Delia Reinhardt pla 


Queen Isabella of Spain. 


role, with Vin; 


| 
‘MET. SINGER ARRESTED 


FOR DEBT IN DRESDEN 


Dresden, May 13. 

A local impresario, claiming a 
debt of $19,000 against Elizabeth 
Rethberg of the New York Metro- 
politan Opera, caused her arrest as 
she walked off the stage here fol- 
lowing a concert. Her share in the 
receipts had been attached. 

The songbird was in an evening 
frock and pleaded not to be sent to 
jail. In the end she was saved this 
experience, permitted to go to a 
sanitarium under surveillance. 

She was released the following 
day upon an arrangement being 
made with the creditor manager. 


Stoll Dodges Dividend 


London, May 13. 

Stoll Theatres, Corp., created two 
years ago by merging all the Stoll 
interests, omitted its interim divi- 
dend for the half year, explaining 
the action as due to industrial con- 
ditions and general business depres- 
sion, which make it advisible to 
husband cash resources. 

Statement from the board is that 
the property earned its usual divi- 
dend and the usual rate could have 
been disbursed if the directors had 
deemed that course advisible. 

Last year the corporation paid 
interim dividends at the rate of 6% 
and a final payment of the same. 
Stock is $5 par and is quoted on the 
London Exchange at $2. 





Garden’s Revue’s Profit 
At Pop Scale, on Run 


London, May 13. 
“The House That Jack Built,” 
Murray-Hulbert revue now at the 
Winter Garden whence it was moved 
from the Adelphi, is yielding a profit | 


Its stay has been lengthened and | 
it will probably remain until the end 
of July, when the firm expects to 
stage a new revue starring Cecily 


the title | 


+ 
! 


WORST aL 
AND N 


MP YET 
ALIBI 





Only Four Musicals and) 


Two Non-Musicals in Im- 
portant Money — Every- | 
thing Else Legit in West 
End Struggling or in Red 


—Play Material Scarcer 


GROSSES LAST WEEK 


London, May 13. 





DANCER-STOWAWAY 
MAY BE DEPORTED 


'A.T. & T. MAKES 
BUY IN GERMANY 





salveston, May 
Fatima Hayzina Petrovitz, 18, is 
held here by immigration official i ia 
j with deportation to Antwerp prob Re Mav 13 
able. } An important comme! rl coup 
ohe arrived as a stowaway on the 1d one which may drive a wedge 
American steamer Nemaha.” A into the German sound patent 
steward concealed the girl on board | monopoly is the indirect purchase 
ind, sn eges, promised to marry } by the American Telephone & Tele- 
her. | Sraph Co. of ai non-infringing 
Girl, blonde, says her father was j sound process which has success- 
a Russian, her mother Eskimo. and | fully resisted the combination cen- 
claims she is an American citizen. | tering on the Tobis group. 
but her papers were tolen, She | The International Standard Elec- 
j} describes herself as a dancer with | tric Corp., which represents Amer- 
Hollywood ambitions lican Tel. & Tel., in Europe through 
t German subsidiary, Standard 
} citaets Gesellschaft, has pur- 
'ENGLAND’S BOSS POET chased control ef the Lorenz Radio 
} 


London theatres last week suf- 
| fered the severest slump in years. 
| Only musical shows making money 
are Cochran’s Pavilion revue, “Three 
| Musketeers” at the Drury Lane, 
|“Bitter Sweet” at His Majesty’s, 
jand Clayton & Waller's “Silver 
| Wings” at the Dominion. 


Only two non-musicals are in the 
| big money—“The Man in Posses- 
| sion” and “On the Spot.” 

Managers are exhausted with 
thinking up and publishing alibis. 
Favorite explanations are weather 
conditions and that we are now in 
the tourist season and with no turn- 
ists. 

Real reason probably is that 
America is no longer splurging on 
musical shows, due to the suprem- 
aey of talking pictures, and none is 
available from English sources. Also 
nothing in the way of promising 
| material is coming out on the Con- 
| tinent. 

Within a few weeks it is pre- 
dicted half a dozen theatres will be 
available for rental at pre-war fig- 
ures, since there are no new attrac- 
tions in sight. 

For the present 
houses offered. 

“The Man I Killed” opens May 26 
at the Apollo with Robert Loraine 
in the cast. Loraine is a sub-tenant 
of the Apollo playing the attraction 
on sharing terms because he could 
not get a rental. 

“The Damask Rose” closed at the 
Savoy Saturday (10) about $50,000 
in the red. 

The legit situation is becoming 

(Continued on page 76) 


SYDNEY’S BIGGEST HIT 
IS ‘SCANDAL,’ REVIVED 


Sydney, May 13. 
“Scandal” in revival as a legit 
stage attraction is grossing the 
biggest business in Sydney. 
Playing at the Criterion under 
Williamson- Tait. 


Year’s Run in Sight 





there are no 








Courtneidge. 

Negotiations are on for Leslie 
Hanson to play epposite the English | 
comedienne. 


ACTRESS BUYS THEATRE 
Buenos Aires, May 13 

Nuevo theatre has just been sold | 
to Sylvia Parodi, well known Ar- | 
gentine actress, for 605,000 pesos | 
(about $250,000). She will rebuild 
the house and change its name t« 
La Ferrere. i 





Harold Owen Dies 
London May 13 
Harold Owen, 58, journalist and 
|playwright, part author of “M: 
Wu,” died here May 10. | 
; 
Mystery Play’s Tryout | 
London, May 13 } 
A new murder mystery play with |: 
a tragi-comedy twist ‘The Crime 
at Blossoms was tried out at, 
Lewisham this week 
Phyllis Neilson Terry is starred 
|} Out of town engagement announced | 
las “immediately prior to West End 


production.” 


Piece is not very convincing 


London, May 13. 

“The First Mrs. Fraser” is holding 
‘ts own at the Haymarket and will 
piobably run well into the summer. 
It will complete a year July 2. 

When it closes, Henry Ainley will 
appear at the house in “Hamlet,” 
afterward doing a new comedy by 
St. John Ervine in the same theatre 








WORTH $500 A YEAR 


London, May 13. 
John Masefield, world famous 
poet and playwright, has won the 


award of being England's poet 
laureate, succeeding Robert Bridges, 
deceased. 

Appointment is for life and car- 
ries with it a salary of $500 a year. 





Shubert’s Buys 


London, May 13. 

Lee Shubert, here for 10 days, has 
acquired for America “The Man in 
Possession,” current at the Ambas- 
sador, and “Almost a Honeymoon,” 
at the Garrick. He left Sunday for 
Paris and thence to Berlin. 

The Shubert English purchases 
are te be produced tm the fall on 
Broadway, with partly English casts, 
using creators of some of the roles 
if they are available. 

Shubert made an offer for Lauril- 
lard’s “Here Comes the Bride,” now 
running at the Piccadilly theatre. 


Scale Too High for S.R.O. 
For Chaliapin in Stockholm 


Stockholf, May 13. 
Chaliapin sang “Boris Godunov” 
at the Stockholm Opera Saturday 
(10) to a great reception, 
Engagement brilliant, but did not 
sell out, due to the high scale. 


ee 


AUSTRALIANS IN EGYPT 
Cairo, May 13. 
Joe Brennan and Ida Newton, 
from distant Australia, arrived here 
for the Voxy. 
It’s their 
Egypt. 


first appearance in 


Glen Ellyn’s Offer 


London, May 13. 

Glen Ellyn, American in Tommy 
Armour'’s “Folies Bergere” revue at 
the Victoria Palace, has received a 
South American offer of unusual 
attractiveness. 

Bid is for two months’ guarantee 
for Buenos Aires, with a further 
option at $400 a week, a)) transpor- 
tation paid. 


Miller in Carlsbad 


London, May 13. 





Fay Compton’s Hit 
May 13 


new at 


London, 


The Dishonored Lady” 








the Playhouse, is a triumph for Fay 
Compton a8 an actress, 

Play, however, is not seriously a 
cepted as a contender for run 
nonors., 

“Violet,” Vienna Draw 
Vienna, May 12 

Evelyn Laye, English musical 
omedy star, came to Vienna to wit- | 
ness a performance of Emmerich | 
Kalmann’s “The Violet of Mont- 
martre With the statement that 
he may do it in London. 

The operetta is drawing heavily 
here, in the face of adverse proph- | 
esies by the reviewers at its pre- 


‘ e, 


Gilbert Miller is due here from 
Paris Thursday (15). 

After transacting business here 
ihe will go on to Carlsbad for the 
cure, 

Tennants’ Son 
London, May 13. 

A son was born May 10 to Hon 
David Tennant and his wife, nee 
Hermione Baddeley. 

She was a widely known young 

ter ectress on the English 


tage before her marriage. 


Miss Glyder’s Quick Trip 
New York for a visit 


Hilda Gls 


Reaching 


Week Axo der sailed 


Saturday on the “Columbus.” 
She was suddenly and urgent 
recalled on business matters, 


from the Phillips Radio 


| Dutch 


Co. Ca. 
concern, 
} International] is said to have paid 

90% than the price held by 

for any native pur- 
| chaser, the Lorenz people who took 
the position in the negotiations that 
they were the only important Ber- 
lin radio manufacturer able to turn 
out sound reproducing apparatus in 
opposition to the Telefunken-~-Tobis- 
Klangfilm, who together with their 
licensees constitute a virtual mo- 
nopoly in Germany. 

G. E. Quigley of Warner Bros. is 
in Berlin awaiting the arrival of 
Harry Warner who is due June 20 
to look over the Warner patent 
deals from a German legal stand- 
point. 


more 


ithe concern 





INDECENT DISCS MAY ~~ 
CAUSE CENSORSHIP 


London, May 13. 

There is a strong likelihood that 
the London authorities will exer- 
cise supervision over release of 
talking machine reeords due to the 
importation lately of a considerable 
quantity of vujgar song recordings, 

First move probably will be police 
action against persons exploiting 
this material for indecency. 


Nice Americans! 


Paris, May 13. 

A most extraordinary triangle, 
the direct aftermath of an extraor- 
dinary vicious demi-professional 
circle that has been raising ructions 
in Paris, has come to pass as gen- 
erally anticipated. 

It involves the daughter of a 
showman, supposedly married to a 
famaliar Paris character who kicked 
his pseudo-wife out in order to take 
in one-half of a standard vaudeville 
sister team, All principals are Amer- 
icans. The sister act has split as a 
result, with the other leaving Paris 
for other parts. ( 

The pseudo-wife, who was very 
friendly with the act, one of whom 
has now displaced her, in the 
meantime developed the narcotic 
habit and is in a hospital. 

It is one of the most sordid tri- 
angles around these parts for years 
and involves all w. k. characters, w. 
k. chiefly for their language and 
manners, 








Birth Control Revival 
London, May 13. 
“Our Ostriches,” birth control 
play by Dr. Marie Stopes, was re- 
vived at the Royalty after seven 
years. 
Piece is well acted but is not a 
good commercial] play, although ex- 
cellent advertising for its author. 





Lil Dagover Touring 
Zurich, May 13 
German-American film star Lil 
Dagover is appearing at the Schaus- 
piel theatre with own troup. 
Fritz Kreisler, violinist, is at the 


Tonhal). 








her 


Furtwaengler in Zurich 

Zurich, May 13 
Wilhelm Furtwaengler, 
Berlin P} " 


‘ tor ot thre harmonic, 


ii ‘ ted I< tiie Capi al. 
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Showgirls Bunked Into Selling 


Programs 


for Aviation Show 


. 





By this time a number of shins} 


atrical girls around town know that 
selling programs is not in their line 
of work. 

Jobs on the stage may be scarce, 
but it is better to lay off than to 
demean oneself by becoming pro- 
gram girls. 

The Aviation Show, in the Gar- 
den, needed a number of girls to sell 


programs. Theatrical girls, on the} 
assumption they were more attrac- 


tive, were wanted and obtained. 

Thirty girls, out of hundreds ap- 
plying, were chosen. Decked out in 
aviatrices’ costumes they were ‘set 
to sell programs. The girls were 
rather intrigued by the job. It was 
understood beforehand that they 
would receive $5 a day and also 4c 
on every program 

“ou will be able to sell hundreds 
of programs,’ the man who hired 
them explained, and the girls fell. 
Calculations were wrong some place. 
Hardly a program was sold. 

At the end of the first day it was 
discovered that only the girls sta- 
tioned near the door had sold any 
programs and then only a few. At 
this all the girls clamored to be 
stationed near the door where they 
would have at least some’ chance 
of selling. 

The man who had engaged the 
girls, seeing the way things were 
going, suddenly decided he did not 
need their services. The $5 a day 
guarantee was forgotten and when 
the girls sought their pay, and dis- 
covered they would receive about 
30c for the programs they had sold, 
and nothing else. 

The girls gathered in the 
of the Garden and shouted their 
grievances in no mild terms, ‘What 
does this man mean?” said one. 
“The Shuberts can’t do it. Zieg- 
feld can’t do it, and I’ve worked for 
both.” 

But the money wasn’t forthcom- 
ing. When the girls complained to 
the Chorus Equity the man who 
hired them said he had missed 
money and _ uniforms. This was 
hotly denied. 

The uniforms were awful, said the 


sold. 


lobby 


girls, and, 2nyway, they had been 
insulted. They had been told not 
to take customers into dark cor- 


ners of the Garden, when anyone 
knows there are no dark corners 
there. ‘ 

Now there are some factory girls 
working up in the Garden for ‘their 
niggardly commission. They should 
have been obtained in the first 
place, say the stage girls. 

Everyone knows that theatrical 
girls won't work for nothing, they 
say. 





Birns Pays “349” 


Looks as though William Birns 
fs through angeling shows, at least 
for this season. His most recent 
show venture was the backing of 
“Room 349,” the Rothstein melo- 
drama that lasted but two weeks 
at the National recently. Although 
all salary claims are reported paid 
there was some delay in securing 
the funds, Birns claiming to have 
his assets tied up. 

Birns is in the furniture business. 
He has backed any number of pro- 
ductions of a mediocre type during 
the past several years. His name 
was connected with about a half 
dozen shows of the kind this season. 

Jack Linder says he was not con- 
nected with the show. 


“Trader” Off 





“A Coastwise Trader’ was aban- 
doned last week. Show had been 
in rehearsal for three weeks. 

Management was that of H. A. 
Archibald, new independent. 

Cast was paid a week's salary, 


for which there was a guarantee, 


,. Players having waived a bond cov- 


ering the second weeks’ guarantee. 





Harry Dignam’s Switch 
Harry Dignam, assistant presi- 
dent to William F. Canavan, head of 
the I. A. T. S. E., resigned last week 
following his election as a business 


agent of New York local No. 1} 
(stagehands). 
President Canavan named Louis 


Crouse, Philadelphia, to serve out 


the remainder of Dignam’s term. 





Taylor's One Week 


Sam Taylor essayed a stock sea- 


@**son at Werba’s Jamaica, but it came 


to an abrupt halt Saturday, 
One week. 





_ 


Play Brokers Ignore Plea 
For Tent Royalty Cuts, 
Reps Repeating, Pirating 


Searcity of material suitable for 
production by tent outfits unable to 
meet the high royalty terms ex- 
acted by play brokers for regular 
stock releases has the tent outfits 


in a bad way this summer through 
having to resort to mediocre re- 
peaters to keep going. 

Since most of the established tent 
troupes practically the 
same territory each season, the re- 


traverse 


peat angle is walloping the _ busi- 
ness thus far and figures to sock it 
worse late! 

Equity is backing the tent out- 
fits in propositioning play brokers 
to come to an arrangement for 
lower terms on releases for these 
small troupes, pointing out that 


there are nearly 200 of them in op- 
eration and that royalties, no mat- 
ter how small, derived from this 
division of show business would 
bring considerable additional rev- 
enue all around. 

Move for reduction has_ been 
given no response thus far and will 
probably get the same shelving that 
the similar plea of the Stock Man- 
agers Association’s proposition was 
given when the lat 

a reduction in royalty on stock re- 
leases so that stock might survive 
the heavy opposish of the talkers. 
Ten troupes operate on a reper- 
tory basis mostly, carrying three or 
four bills through the season. They 
are angling for terms as reasonable 
as those which had formerly ob- 
tained for Chautauqua outfits, the 
latter carrying a blanket sum for 
use of the play through season 
rather than a weekly royalty such 
as obtains fcr the tent outfits which 
are under same classification as 
stock with the play brokers. 

The tent producers have pointed 
out to the brokers that the de- 
crease in number of Chautauquas 
projecting legit shows could well 
be more than counterbalanced or 
even enhanced by giving them a 
similar royalty arrangement. 


THEATRE GUILD’S 
NEW DIRECTORS 


Theatre Guild will make several 
additions to its directorial staff next 
season with possible importation of 
two well-known foreign directors, 
to be settled upon later with latter 
to stage the foreign productions 
tabulated on its next season produc- 
tion schedule. 


tar 
~Ot 


importuned 





In addition Herbert Biberman, 
who staged “Rust” for the Junior 


Guild this season, will be added as 
permanent Guild director, filling 
spot vacated by Rouben Mamoulian, 
with whom Guild held contract for 
exclusive services and with latter’s 
contract dissolved by mutual con- 
sent. Philip Moeller continues as 
general producing director. 





Stagehands’ Election 


In an exciting election in Palm 
Garden Sunday N. Y. T. P. U. No. 1 
(stagehands) had a number of sur- 
prising results. There were 1,600 
votes cast. 

While Walter J. Maher was re- 
elected as president, James J. Bren- 
nan, out of office for a year, was 
elected vice-president. John C. 
McDowell, for years secretary and 
who was defeated last year by 
Thomas Burke, was returned to his 
old office No fight on treasurer 
with B. S. Forman re-elected for 
the seventh consecutive time. C. F. 
Murphy was named _ sergeant-at- 
arms. 

Biggest upset came for the office 
of business agents. Sam Goldfarb 
and Joe Magnolia are no longer in 
office, with Harry Dignam and 
Thomas McGovern being named for 
the ensuing year. 

The trustees chosen were Henry 
Greisman, Louis Yeager and James 
Bass. 

Delegates to the I. A. convention 
in Los Angeles in June will be Joe 
Magnolia, John C. McDowell, Harry 
Dignam, Walter J. Maher, Henry 
Greisman, Edward Gately, Thomas 
McGovern, James J. Brennan, Sam 
Goldfarb and Robert Anstept. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“Greenwich Village Follies” 
(Shuberts), Shubert. 
“Once in a Lifetime” 


H. Harris), Music Box. 


(Sam 


“Vanities” (Earl Carroll), 
New Amsterdam. 

“Hash” (Ted Reilly), Lib- 

erty. 

“Let and Sub-Let” (Hyman 
Productions), Biltmore. 
“Spook House” (Joseph De 





Milt), Vanderbilt. 


5 Shows Out 


Five more shows are off Broad- 
way. Included are two sudden 
closings Saturday. Others look 
certain to join the exiting list this 
week. 

“Jonica,” presented by William B. 
Friedlander, stopped at the Craig 














Saturday. Five poor weeks. Said 
to have lost plenty. 
JONICA 
Opened April 8&8 “Conven- 


tional and banal musical,” re- 


ported Winchell (Mirror). 
“Grade B,” said Mantle (News). 
Variety (Char), “Doesn't 


possess the big punch that as- 
sures a lasting life.” 











“A Month in the Country” at the 
Guild by the Theatre Guild closes in 
9th week. Okay during subscrip- 
tion period. 





MONTH IN THE COUNTRY 


Opened March 17. 
and pleasant,” said Brown 
(Post), and Ruhl (Herald 
Tribune) seconded: “A thor- 
oughly fine presentation of a 
fine play.” 

Variety (Ibee) wrote: “Okay 
for the subscribers, but for the 
pay as you enterers too long 
an evening.” 


“Tranquil 











“Rebound” 
outh Saturday after 14 weeks. 
ness of a lead caused closing. 


closed at the Plym- 
Ill- 





REBOUND 


Opened Feb. 3. Darnton 
(Eve. World) opined: “Wholly 
and delightfully refreshing.” 
Anderson (Journal), discov- 
ered. “A sly mixture of superb 
idiocy and compelling drama.” 

Variety (Ibee), said: “Not a 
smash, but a diverting show.” 











“Subway Express,” independently 
presented, will close at the Repub- 
lic; 35th week. Longest run of sea- 
son’s mystery plays. Not excep- 
tional gross getter but averaged 
well, 





SUBWAY EXPRESS 
Opened Sept. 24. Brown 
(Post) declared: “Exciting, 
well - acted and © skillfully 
staged.” Atkinson (Tiines) 
conceded: “Has a good deal 


to recommend it.” 
Variety (Land) said: 
perior melodrama.” 


“FOLLIES” WHEN? 


“Vanities” in Amsterdam May Delay 
Zieggy’s Show Until Fall 


“Su- 











Earl Carroll's new “Vanities” will 
open at the Apollo, Atlantic City, 
June 16, being booked there for two 
weeks. First time for the resort 
to have a booking of such length. 
The two weeks’ date was made by 
Carroll who explained he wants to 
have the revue in finished fourm be- 
fore the premiere at the New Am- 
sterdam, June 20. 

Indications are that Carroll is 
particularly anxious about the 
“Vanities” because his show is sup- 
planting the “Follies” at the New 
Amsterdam. From the coast Zieg- 
feld is reported getting busy for 
his new “Follies,” but it probably 
won't come along until autumn. 











“Fellow Workers” Folds 


“Fellow Workers” folded 


hearsal this week when William 8S. 
Deane was unable to get up usual 
bond. 

Show had been in rehearsal two 
weeks on salary basis but no bond 
up at Equity. When latter stepped 
in Deane tried to get the cast to 
waive security but without success, 
and show was called off. 


in re- 








“Ada Beats 








Shows in N. Y. and Comment u 








mediocrity or loss. 


in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatie 


play is also considered. 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
{ ro The variance is explained in the difference in 
, house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
| 


Also the size of cast, 


C (comedy) 3 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


Drum,” John Golden 
(2d week) (C-900-$3). Record 
heat for early May made a very 
bad week for Broadway; “Ada” 
opened last Thursday; fair 
notices, but differences of opinion. 

“Apron Strings,” 48th St. (23d 
week) (C-3960-$3). Slipped off to 
about $6,000; does not cost much 
to operate and may stick after 
May 31. 

“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (28th 
week) (C-857-$4.40). One more 
week to go; one of the hits about 
burned out; last week around 
$9,000. 

“Bird in Hand,” 49th St. (59th week) 
(CD-708-$3.85). Will try to make 
a second summer stay,.but down 
around $5,000 last week. 

“Death Takes Holiday,” Barrymore 
(21st week) (D-1,000-$4.40). Dived 


to around $7,000; engagement 
doubtful longer than end =§ of 
month, 

“Dishonored Lady,” Empire (15th 


week) (D-1,090-$4.40). Will close 
May 29, according to plan; about 
$7,500 last week; Players’ Club 
will revive “Milestones” for one 
week, June 2. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(25th week) (M-1,406-$6.60). 
Siapped down like all musicals, 
with but one exception (“Flying 
High’); about $34,000. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (21st 
week) (C-879-$3.85). No definite 
plans; down to about $7,000. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (11th week) 
(M-1,168-$6.60). Less’ affected 
than any of the musicals; over 
$43,500, which was last week's 
top money. 

“Gold Braid,” Mosque (ist week) 
(D-700-$3). Independently pre- 
sented (Louis A. Safian); written 
by Anne Shelby; opened Tuesday. 

“Hotel Universe,” Beck (5th week) 


(CD-1,189-$3). Stood up excep- 
tionally last week, with better 
than $15,000 grossed; subscrip- 
tion period has another week 
after this 
“International Revue,” Majestic 
(12th week) (R-1,776-$5.50). Pro- 
visional notice, week to week; 


badly hurt by heat and gross un- 
der $14,000. 
“Jonica,” Craig. 
five weeks; 
lost plenty. 
“Journey’s End,” Miller (61st week) 
(C-946-$4.40). Slipped markedly 


Closed Saturday; 
small money musical 


like the entire field; maybe 
$6,500 last week. 
“June Moon,” Broadhurst (32d 


week) (C-1,118-$3). Doubtfui of 
going much longer; started as 
leader of non-musicals, but has 


been shot for some time; maybe 
$7,000 last week. 
“Lost Sheep,” Selwyn 2d week) 


(C-1,067-$3). 
over chances; 
bad break; 


Somewhat in doubt 
first week’s heat a 
gross rated under 


TICKET CONTROL EXEC, 
TO BE LONG OR LEWIS? 





Broadway's theatre ticket control 
plan, represented by the New York 
Theatre League, will start operat- 
ing, with the primary object of lim- 
iting the agency price of theatre 
tickets to 75c premium, The start- 
ing date of June 1 may be set back 
because of the welter of detail. 

Selection of an executive secre- 
tary is yet to be made. This In- 
dividual and staff will be in charge 
of the policing of all agencies and 
the handling and switching of al- 
lotments. Ralph W. Long, former 
Shubert general manager, and Earl 
Lewis, of the Metropolitan, are 
mentioned as possibilities. The for- 
mer is in doubt, being engaged on 
his own in the insurance business. 

The principal hitch there will be 
over the four or five hits for which 
extra prices can be gotten for al- 
most any location. 

To date the League states it is 
interested only in the lower floor. 





Equity’s Election 

Equity’s annual meeting and elec- 
tion will be held at the Astor, May 
26, in the afternoon. 

No opposition ticket is in sight, 
since under the rules a _ petition 
would have to be filed 30 days prior 
to the meeting. 


The Irish Players are angling for 


the Garrick in which to spot their 
forthcoming production of The 
White Headed Boy.” surlesque 
folded at the house last week 





$7,000 and must materially im- 
prove. 
“Mendel, Inc.,” Cohan (25th week) 


(C-1,371-$3). Last week’s slump 
sent this one down to $5,000; per- 
haps a bit more; lowest takings 
since start. 

“Month in Country,” Guild 
week) (CD-900-$3). Final week: 
claimed over $11,000 last -week, 
closing anyway; “Garrick Gaie- 


(9th 


ties’’ due soon. 

“Rebound,” Plymouth. Closed last 
Saturday; illness of a lead the 
reason although trade off too: 
made money; 14 weeks. 

“Simple Simon,” Ziegfeld (13th 
week) (M-1,522-$5.50). Musicals 


were off $7,000 or more last week 
this one dipped under $40,000 for 
first time. 


“Sketch Book,” 


Chanin’s 46th St, 
(46th week) (R-1,413-$6.60). The 
fleet came in last week and this 
show may have benefited more 
than any other; still slipped 


“Sons o° Guns,” Imperial 25th 
week) (M-1,466-$6.60). Off as 
much as “Simon” when about 
$36,000 was grossed: low monev 
for engagement to date. 

“Stepping Sisters,” Royale (4th 
week) (F-1,118-$3). Moved here, 


but got very little even with Gut 
rates; under $4,000 indicated. 
“Street Scene,” Ambassador (7ist 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Estimated 
around $7,000 last week; summer 
continuance up to weather. 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (35th 


week) (C-830-33.85). Comedy 
smash further affected by heat, 
but still big: about $17,500 last 
week. 


“Strike Up the Band,” Times Square 
(18th week) (M-1,057-$6.60). Got 
about $26,500 last week; like other 


successes heat sent figures to 
lowest mark of engagement. 
“Subway Express,” Republic (35th 
week) (D-901-$3). Final week; 
indicated trade last week under 
$5,000. 
“The Blue Ghost,” Forrest (10th 


week) (C-1,115-$3). Off about 590 
per cent; got $2,500; manage- 
ment hopeful of recovery; small 
cost mystery show. 

“The Green Pastures,” Mansfield 
(12th week) (D-1,050-$4.40). Dra- 
matic leader not affected last 
week, protected by advance sale; 
over $26,000. 

“The Last Mile,” Harris (14th 
week) (D-1,051-$3). Took the 
slap: estimated takings about $7,- 
500; better weather this week 
should react all along line. 

“The Old Rascal,” Bijou (8th week) 
(C-605-$3). Not as much off as 
most of the -others; estimated 
over $5,000 and expected to stick. 

“The Plutocrat,” Vanderbilt (13th 
week) (C-771-$3). Business down 
to $3,500; may go another week, 
but if no improvement expected 
to close like many others. 

“The Traitor,’ Little (3d week) 
(CD-600-$3). Two performances 
out last week through illness of 
lead (Fuller Mellish); less than 
$1,000 indicated, but weather 
blamed. 

“The Vikings,” New Yorker 
week) (D-1,400-$3). 
by Richard Herndon; an Ibsen 
play; opened Monday, house 
formerly the Gallo. 

“Three Little Girls,” Shubert (5th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Has not 
done well to date; question 
whether it can go through sum- 
mer as planned; $17,000. 

“Topaze,” Music Box (14th week) 
(D-1,000-$3). Figured under $11,- 
000 last week; shows which were 
getting good money socked $4,- 
000 or more. 

“Uncle Vanya,” Cort (5th week) 
(D-1,042-$3.85). Went off but okay 
Saturday; approximate gross wa$ 
$12,000; run in doubt. 

“Virtue’s Bed,” Hudson (5th week) 
(C-1,094-$3). Approximated $3,- 


(ist 
Presented 


000; hoping for better weather 
break, which is general feeling 
along Broadway. 


“Wise Child,” Belasco (41st week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). Dropped off un- 
der $14,000: always up with the 
leaders and should come back this 
week. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco§ (25th 
week) (CD-893-$3) A money 
show; slipped downward to $10,- 
000 or a bit more; last week that 
looked like good gross on Broad- 
way. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 
Little Theatre Tournament, Wal- 

dorf: 2d and final week, with ful! 

length plays nightly. 

“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; 
theatre hit but fell back, c! 
rates like most others 

“Bare Facts,” Triangle (Village? 

“Folies Bergere Revue,” stopped 
Village 
Civie Repertory, 


little 
it 


ie 


14th st. 
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May's Only High on B'way Last Week 
Was Heat, and It Melted Grosses 





Continued heat with record early 
May temperatures as high as 88 
last week, did plenty to Broadway. 
Not a single show sold out all per- 
formances, despite heavy advance 
sales of a couple of comparatively 
new smashes. 

All but one of the leading mu- 
sicals were knocked downward at 
least $7,000 on the week. setter 


comedies and dramas were affected | 


$4,000 and upward. Half a dozen 
shows on the list grossed between 
$2,000 and $3,000, while at least one 
got considerably less than $1,000. 
Most of the latter are still strug- 
gling. 

With better weather early this 
week, there should be some meas- 
ure of recovery but indications are 
against most shows returning ‘to 
the pace prior to the torrid wave. 

Cut rates were affected. Out of 
about 45 attractions current last 
week all but 12 were regularly al- 
lotted at bargain prices. Some of 
the others which are still buys, in 
the agencies were dumped into cut 
rates so that only a few attractions 
were not available at bargain 
prices. 

“The Green Pastures,” announced 
as the Pulitzer prize winner, was 
nearest to actual capacity and bet- 
tered $26,000 last week; nearest 
among the non-musicals was 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” $17,500, low 
money to date; “Wise Child” slipped 
under $14,000; “Hotel Universe” held 
up with subscription support, rated 
above $15,000; ‘“‘Uncle Vanya” eased 
off to around $12,000; “Month in 
Country” claimed over $11,000, but 
closes; “Topaze” slipped to $10,500; 
“Young Sinners,” $10,000, with all 
others downward; “Berkeley Square” 
hit a new low at $9,000; rated 
around $7,000 were “Dishonored 
Lady,” “Street Scene,” “June Moon,” 
“The Last Mile,” “First Mrs. Fraser,” 
“Death Takes a Holiday” all at the 
lowest marks of their engagements; 
“Apron Strings,” $6,000; “Bird in 
Hand,” “Mendel, Inc.,” and “The Old 
Rascal,” about $5,000; ‘The Pluto- 
erat,” $3,500; under $3,000 for shows 


like “The Blue Ghost,” “Virtue’s 
Bed,” Stepping Sisters,” and s0 
forth. 


New But Hopeless 

Last week’s new shows somewhat 
better than the other spring weak- 
lings but not rated having much 
chance. “Ada Beats the Drum” at 
Golden, Thursday debut, with mod- 
erate notices. “Lost Sheep” with 
spice got about $6,500 on the week 
at the Selwyn. Little Theatre Tour- 
nament did not figure in the go- 
ing. 

“Flying High’ was best of the 
musicals and not much off at $44,- 
000, protected by the advance sale; 
“Simple Simon” slipped under $40,- 
000; “Sons o’ Guns” dropped off to 
$36,000; “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
down to $34,000: “Strike Up the 
Band” about $26,500; “Sketch Book” 
down around $18,000; “Three Little 
Girls” less; “International Revue” 
almost 50% off, at $13,500. 

“Jonica” stopped at the Craig 
Saturday; “Rebound” closing at the 
Plymouth on that date; “A Month 
in the Country” closes at the Guild 
this week, as does “Subway Ex- 
press” at the Republic. 

Next week “The Tavern” will be 
revived at the Fulton and “Let 
and Sublet’ comes to the Bilt- 


FUTURE PLAYS 


“Union Depot,” presented by Gene 
Buck as a summer try-out. Gene 
Fowler and Joe Laurie, Jr., authored 
it and are rewriting. 

“The Empress” and “Frankenstein” 
are to be tried out shortly by Horace 
Liveright, who returns from London 
this month. Both are foreign plays. 

“Mystery Moon” due into rehear- 
sal this wéek. Musical comedy by 
Carlos and Saunders. To be pre- 
sented by a corporate firm, with 
Charles Graf in charge. 

“Dog Eat Dog,” by Katherine 
Clugston and Hamilton Cook, has 
been acquired for production next 
season by the Theatre Guild. 

Miss Clugston authored “Happy 
Days,” produced by Arthur Hopkins 
Season before last. 

“Once in a Lifetime,” which Sam 
H. Harris is producing, bows in to 
inaugurate subway circuit policy at 
the Brighton Beach Music Hall, 
Brighton Beach, N. Y., June 2. 

Piece will play two weeks out of 
town before steering into a New 
York house. 

“Sisters of the Chorus,” which 





had 


been announced for immediate pro- | 


duction by Ray Payton, has been 


sidetracked until next season. 


Payton is holding production in| 
abeyance because of casting diffi- 
culties, 

“Three Crowded Hours,” melo- | 


drama by Harry Madero, has gone | 


(Continued on Page 71) 
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Another Attempt by 
Stock Managers to 





Fight Sound Invasion | 


| 





An association of dramatic stock 
managers to combat the talking 
picture invasion is in process of or- 
| ganization by Robert McLaughlin of | 
Ohio Theatres, Ine. 

McLaughlin is reported now in 
Boston rounding up a transconti- 
nental motoring tour, during which 
he has personally laid the plan of 
operation before stock managers, 
and has . obtained 33 managers’ 
signatures. The. association, if per- 
fected, goes into operation Labor 
Day. 

Idea is to offer 50 weeks’ consec- 
utive production in stock for 
Broadway plays, providing the deal 
for stock rights takes precedence 
over picture rights. At present 
talker productions get underway 
before the plays get off Broadway 
and the pictures are released to 
play in competition with dramatic 
stock productions, 

Managers claim this situation 
greatly to blame for poor stock 
business, with the picture offering 
a better cast at lower prices. 

The association in formation 
would use Broadway names as 
guests over the circuit with 40 to 
50 weeks solid guaranteed. Stage 
director for each play would travel 
a week in advance, rehearsing the 


is 


local company so that the star 
could walk on with one local re- 
hearsal. 


Association headquarters will be 
in New York, operating from Mc- 
Laughlin’s office in the Times 
building. The association will main- 
tain its own booking office there. 
Members of the association will 
assume specific share of responsi- 
bility in play and star contracts en- 
tered into. 

Similar 
before. 


ideas have been tried 


ED 


MANY SPEAKERS AT 
REV. DR. RAY’S DINNER 


A dinner held at the Ritz-Carlton 
Sunday evening in honor of Dr. 
Randolph Ray, rector of the Little 
Church Around the Corner, was an 
innovation in theatrical dinners. 
Conversation of the guests in the 
reception room seemed limited to a 
discussion of what churches they 
had attended during the day. 

The affair was conducted quietly, 
and, in spite of the large attend- 
ance, had an atmosphere of inti- 
macy—parson meeting a few par- 
ishioners sort of thing. 

Daniel Frohman, as 
introduced the speakers, following 
the reading of telegrams from 
George Arliss, Col. Walter Scott, 
Edith Wynne Mattheson, Charles 
Rand Kennedy and Senator Robert 
Wagner. 

Otis Skinner, as first speaker, re- 
ferred to the breaking down of 
prejudices against the profession 
and the particular bond existing be- 
tween the theatre and the Little 
Church. Heywood Broun spoke of 
his association with Dr. Ray on the 
Bread Line, having first decided to 
lay his cards on the speaker’s table 
by admitting that he had met Amos 
n’ Andy—without having the 
slightest idea who Amos ’n’ Andy 
were, 


chairman, 


Dinner Vs. Dinner 

Other speakers were Edwin Mil- 
ton Royle, Frank Gilmore, Leslie 
Howard, William Hodge, Brandon 
Tynan and William Morris. 

Burns Mantle, Frank Craven, 
Sam Scribner, Bide Dudley, Walter 
| Vincent and Miss Leslie Bingham 
| preceded the guest of honor with 








speeches that were mercifully 
| 
brief. 

Dr. Ray’s address was a simple 
and sincere thank-you. He com- 


mented on the humor of being ten- 


|dered a dinner after having gone 
begging for dinners for his Bread 
Line. He made a plea for the per- 
'petual interest of the theatrical 


| profession in the church that is so 


uniquely identified with it. 
| Entertainment comprised Peter 
| Jore, poking accurate fun at Queen 
Victoria, and Nate Leipzig, assisted 


by Frank Craven, Percy Helton and 
j}two unidentified Lambs. j 


| in the heart at $3,500; 








At the close of the season I wish 
to thank Messrs. Schwab and Man- 
del for the most pleasant engage- 
ment of my career in their oper- 
etta “New Moon.” Also for the 
consideration and confidence in al- 
lowing me _ the liberties which 
enabled me to be myself and score 
the success which every critic on 
our route acknowledged. 


ROSCOE AILS 


Featured Comedian with Schwab & 
Mandel’s “New Moon” Co., enroute. 


Direction LOUIS SHURR 








L. A. LEGITS ARE 
MORE HOPEFUL 


Los Angeles, May 13. 

Spurting a little over last week, 
local legits have decided all is not 
lost yet. Of two new attractions 
opening, “‘The Questionable Elaine,” 
at the Vine Street, has just a 
chance of getting $3,000 in its first 
week. Written and produced as a 
first attempt by Alan Moody, son 
of a Santa Monica millionaire, it is 
receiving some friendly patronage. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” in its first 
week at the Biltmore, is the town’s 
leader with a little over $13,000. 

“Rah Rah Daze” built up over 
last week by close to $3,000 and 
ended the week with $12,000. Leon 
Errol goes into the show next week 
for the blow-off, and the Warings 
hope to leave town with a record 
to shoot at. 

“For Cryin’ Out Loud,” at the 
Egan, got $1,300, which is a lot of 
dough for this 300-seater. With the 
cast and house receiving very little, 
“Cryin’” should hang on for a few 
weeks, 

The Duffy houses are still having 
a struggle. “Blue Ghost,” at the 
President, is the best for the money, 
taking $5,700 on the week. At the 
El Capitan, “Love ’Em and Leave 
‘Em” is laying an egg to the tune 
of $4,700 for the second week. This 
piece has played here twice before 
and has also been done in pictures. 
“Holiday,” at the Hollywood Play- 
house, has been a holiday for the 
b. o. staff. It folds this week, get- 
ting $4,000 after four weeks of mo- 
notony. “The Gorilla” opened May 
10 and looks like another of those 
things. 

“Student Prince,” at the Majestic, 
drew a suitable $12,000. Billing all 
goes to the production and Alan 
Prior, brought on from the East to 
sing the lead. “June Moon” faded 
at the Belasco Saturday with a take 
of $8,500 on the closing chapter. 
Piece didn’t do so well on the three 
week run. “Criminal Code” followed 
on May 12. 

Civic Repertory got $2,700 on the 
third and last week of “Imaginary 
Invalid,” which means about nut 
money for the co-ops. “Goin’ Home” 
followed May 10, with the Rep go- 
ing strong on billing. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“June Moon”—(Belasco, 3rd, last 
week). Blew to $8,500; will do a 
week of one-night stands, then to 
the Coast branch of Cain's. “Crimi- 
nal Code” opened May 12. 

“Strictly Dishonorable” — (Bilt- 
more, 1st week). Good start at $13,- 
000 and should build up. 

“Love ’Em and Leave ’Em”—(El 


Capitan, 2nd week). A quilting 
party at $4,700. 
“Holiday” — (Hollywood Play- 


house, 4th, final week). Goes bye 
bye with $4,000 for the last week. 
“The Gorilla” followed Saturday. 
“Student Prince”’—(Majestic, 2nd 
week). Holding up at $12,000; 
should be good for at least four 
more weeks. Nut not so heavy. 
“Rah Rah Daze” — (Mason, 6th 


week). Climbed over last week to 
$12,500. Addition of Leon Errol to 
the cast for the final week should 


help Fred Waring ease out from 


|excited 
| ment do any harm, all the papers 





| atre 


| PITTSBURGH FIGURES 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 
Sweltering weather and daylight 
saving combined to make legit trade 
anything but impressive. 
Only William Gillette managed to 


slide through satisfactorily, “Sher- 
lock Holmes” claiming creditable 
$16,500 at Nixon. Advance mail 


orders, play having been announced 
over month ago, probably saved this 
one, for window sale nothing to get 
about. Neither did 


senti- 


| going big for the farewell stuff. Was 
llast week for Nixon. 

Walter Hampden suffered at Al 
vin, getting slightly under $10,000 
in repertoire, which included “Rich 
|elieu,” “Caponsacchi” and “Hamlet. 
Probably poorest biz Hampden has 
done here in years. House goes dark 
this week. 

George Sharp stock at Pitt had 
“After Dark” and made swell show 
ing through series of benefits. An- 


cient meller holds over though orig- 
inal eight-week speculation looks 
doubtful in view of heat wave. 


PHILLY LIGHT IN. 
SHOWS AND GROSSES 


Philadelphia, May 1 
With weather more like July, t} 
red last week. 
make matters the 
fered were far from the usual light- 
weight summer variety. Four re- 
vivals were on tap, with just one 
musical comedy 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Romance” (Adelphi, 2d week). 
Second of Sharp stock big disap- 
pointment. Started fairly but nose- 
dived. $5,000 or less. 

“Bird in Hand” (Lyric, 7th week). 
Under $7,000. Still profit for show 


a 
0. 
} 


To 


shows of 


business suffe 


worse, 


at least. 
“Lysistrata” (Walnut, 3d week). 
2d week Greek comedy classic re- 


vival reported $14,000, big consider- 


ing heat. 

“Let Us Be Gay” (Broad, 1st 
week). Opened encouragingly if not 
strongly. 

“The Tavern (Garrick, 24 week). 
George M. Cohan revival, which 
never played here, got “raves,” but 
heat hurt. $8,000, and figured to 
pick up this week. 

“Dear Love” (Shubert, Ist week). 
Opened mildly for short stay. “Chic’ 
Sale’s “So This Is Paris” way off in 
third and last week. Not over $6,000 
in six performances. Closed Friday 
night, to get Sunday Chieago open- 
ing. 


“JONICA” FOLDS AND 
BANKER PAYS OFF 


“Jonica,” a musical, finished a 
short and costly engagement at the 
Craig, New York, Saturday. It was 
presented by William B. Friedlander 
with the backing of a wealthy New 
Yorker. 

Before the Saturday matinee, the 
musicians refused to enter the pit 
unless salaries were forthcoming. 
At night a back stage operator re- 
fused to work unless similarly pro- 
vided for. 

The actors were not paid off but 
are protected by a $10,000 surety 
bond filed with Equity by James 
Imbrie, a private banker downtown. 





Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, May 13. 

Business continued top hole at 
the Curran last week, the third of 
“New Moon” which hit something 
of a record pace the first seven 
days and kept it up. Third week 
little above $18,000. 

At the Geary “The Criminal 
Code” also in its third week was 
not so hot. Slipped aboug four 
grand, but still profitable at $8,000. 

The Maurice Colbourne' and 
Barry Jones English Players at Er- 
langer’s Columbia offering “The 
Dover Road” during their second 
week’s stay showed nice spurt at 
b. o. Got $10,000, increase of two 
grand over their first week. 

Chinese actor Mei lLan-Fang 
came into the Capitol regarded as 
a jinx house, made a play for the 
art and society crowd with $4 top 
prices and rang the bell. First 
week around $16,000. 

Henry Duffy brought In “Hell's 
Bells” to his Alcazar last week and 
got better than $5,000. At the 
President Taylor Holmes in sec- 
ond week of “Mary's Other Hus- 
band” a bare $4,000 which not so 
good for this house. 











under his investment. 


got $3,500 on the first stanza. First 


“Imaginary Invalid”—(Civic Rep- | work by Alan Moody, its playwright 


ertory, 
A swan song, with plenty of arrows 
“Goin’ Home” | 
opened May 16 for three weeks 
“Blue Ghost” (President, 3rd 
week). Better than average at $5,- 
800. Will be around for another 
three weeks. 
“Questionable Elaine”—(Vine St., 
t week). In for two weeks and 





i 





ls 


Music Box; 3rd, final week). | and 


producer. 
Closing notice has been posted by 





} 





HEAT BLANKETS 
CHI LEGIT 
GROSSES 


Chicagy May 13 

Hot weather smot red fig- 
res, Only production to escape 
slump was “Little Show which 
stayed practically at capacity third 
week. 

Flock of closings and some re- 
placements. Joe E. Howard's “Time, 
Place and Girl” revival closed at 
the Harris after three weeks at 
$2 top and folded. Howard, who 
sank $10,000 in the venture, says 
jhe will try the show in one night 
stands in the fall. Meanwhile, he 
|is rehearsing a new show, “My 


Girl,” authored by himself, and has 
25 at the 


an option to open May 
Adelphi, provided a summer rental 
| guarantee can be arranged with 
A. H. Woods. Should this be done, 
“Strictly Dishonorable” will leave 
the Ade Iphi. 

Wonderful Night” closed three 
dull weeks at the Grand and folded 


for the summer. “Hello Paris,” the 
new musical with Chic Sale, re- 
placed. “Merry Widow,” which was 
to stay four weeks at the Majestic, 
| was jerked at the end of its third 
week, but had two good weeks, 
Also to the graveyard. “Nina 


| 
| 


| 





' 





Louis O. Macloon on “Student 
Prince,” now at Majestic. Company 
will lay off two weeks, starting | 
probably May 24, before resuming 


at the Curran, San Francisco. 

Lillian Albertson is now casting 
for the Macloon successor at the 
Majestic, “The Last Mile.” 


| tised for four weeks. 


Rosa,” the much-revised Shubert 


| operetta, concluded 17 weeks at the 


Great Northern. Principals moved 
to St. Louis. 

“Mebbe” ended three fair weeks 
at the Erlanger and moved to De- 
troit for a week. Farce then re- 
turns to open at cut rates at the 
Studebaker. ‘‘Nancy’s Private Af- 
fair” opened at the Erlanger with 
arun “buy” by Aaron Jones, Sr., 
with Myron Fagan to share in the 
profits. “Sisters of the Chorus” re- 
lighted the Apollo. 

Closings leave the Great North- 
ern, Harris and Majestic dark. Har- 
ris reopens May 18 with the new 
Richard Bennett play, “The Solié 
South,” but the other two have 
nothing in sight. 

“Strictly Dishonorable” led the 
non-musicals for its 13th week, but 
slumped again. It is still making 
money, and will only move out 
without exhausting the trade if the 
Howard show is okayed for the 
Adelphi. Talk of cut-rating it to 
make an all-summer run, but no 
encouragement on this from Pem- 
berton and Perry. 

“Candle Light” was good in its 
second week at the Princess, and 
“Your Uncle Dudley” holds on at 
cut rates at the Playhouse. 

“Many a Slip” slumped badly at 
the Cort, but had good advance for 
this week on party business. 

“Passion Play” is not strong at 
the Civic Opera, and light opera 
lurched in its third week at the 
Civic theatre, 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Little Show” (Selwyn, 4th week). 
Smart revue practically capacity its 
third week, around $27,000. 

“Many a Slip” (Cort, 4th week). 
General contraction of trade felt 
sharply by this comedy. Fell to 
$4,500, 

“Nancy’s Private Affair” (Erlan- 
ger, Ist week). Replaced “Mebbe,” 
which ended three-week run with 
$7,000 at cut rates. “Mebbe” moved 
to Detroit, returns here May 18 to 
open at the Studebaker. 

“Nina Rose” (Great Northern, 17th 
and final week). Operetta got around 
$12,000 its final week and moved to 
St. Louis. Run was profitable up to 
13th week, 

“Sisters of the Chorus” (Apollo, 
Ist week). Relighted house, which 
had been dark a week. 

“Hello Paris” (Grand, 1st week). 
Came in after tryout stand in A. C. 
and Philadelphia, where it was 
known as “So This Is Paris.” “Won- 
derful Night” closed a three weeks’ 
rua with $13,000, and folded for the 
season, 

“Strictly Dishonorable” (Adelphi, 
14th week). Comedy off another 
thou, but still the non-musical leader 
at $9,000. May be forced out by May 
25, depending on a summer rent deal 
by A. H. Woods for a Joe E. Howard 


show. 
“Candle Light” (Princess, 34 
week). In the general off week, 


comedy held up. Around $7,000. 

“Your Uncle Dudley” (Playhouse, 
14th week). Comedy felt the weath- 
er despite cut rates, and lost a 
grand. A round $5,500. 

Special Attractions 

Civic Opera—“Passion Play,” sec-, 
ond week. 

Civic Theatre — Second week of 
“Chimes of Normandy.” Slumped. 

Harris—Third and final week of 
“The Time, the Place-and the Girl,” 
and revival folded. Got around $5,- 
000. House relights May 18 with 
“Solid South.” 

Majestic—Third and final week of 
“Merry Widow,” which folded. Re- 
vival started strong and held up 
second week, but flopped third week, 
getting below. $10,000. Was advere 
House dark. 

Goodman—Civiec rep outfit in the 
last play of the season, “Escape.” 
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“jm the Loyola Players. 


VARIETY 


PLAY REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 14, 1930 





—_——_—__ _____—- 


Seven of the 20 playlets in the 
little theatre tournament just closed 


actually stood out as adult enter- 
tainment. The judges gave recogni- 


tion to six of the worthwhilers. The 
eighth annual contest among the 
country’s amateur thespians dis- 


closed surprising talent and marked 
progre 


munity groups. 


and staging under the pressure of 
four playlets a night, every contest- 
ant in the tournament this year 
to be commended. 
let was there tl 
amateurishness. 


is 


ot 
the 


touch 
was in 


1e actual 

That 
Hills the 
resources 


For 
in 


of Forest 
of small 


Auction 
groups, 


that merit alone wins recognition, 
and this moral should be inspiring 
in the tourneys to come. 


minutes. The reason for the ab- 
breviated time lapses was not be- 
cause some of the groups carried 
few props but because backstage 
was one of the union's oldest and} 
most skilled stage experts, Charlie | 


Marx. ; 
Attendance during the six nights | 


different players ran from the tux- 
edoed gentry from Forest Hills and 
Kew Gardens some nights to less 
suave partisans from the south 
and middle west on others. 
Following comment ‘s upon tour- 


nament entries not covered in 
Variety previously: 
EYES 

Presented by the Morse Players, St. 
Louis. Written by Maxine Block. 
Staged and directed by Harry McClain 
The Grandmother..Therese Marie Wittler 
Bsther.....seeeeeecses Alice G. Galleher 
BEMEsccctccesece wecesecess Harold Elbert 
Bill Scannell......+e.- Eugene R. Wood 

The last of the _ contestants 


easily asserted itself as the best of 
the original scripts and with a cast 
clearly superior in sincerity of por- 
trayal. 

A deep theme, splendidly put to- 
gether and staged, this playlet 
placed orthodox and modernistic 
Judaism in the same picture. 

Therese Marie Wittler, as the 
y Paralyzed grandmother who could 
use only her eyes and work a clap- 
per on the arm rest of her chair, 
would have gripped her audience 
had she been alone. 

Lighting of the Friday candles, 
followed by their sacrilegious dis- 
regard by the grandson, Max, is but 
one of the fine dramatic touches. 
The bringing into the lowly East 
Side room by the little Esther of 
her first boy friend, Bill, a Gentile, 
affects a startling tempo. The neck- 
ing party and drinking bout in the 
presence of the old lady get the 
final punch when she, seeing that 
her child is trembling on the brink, 
makes a superhuman effort and 
hurls herself at the young sheik. 





A NIGHT AT AN INN 


Presented by the Mississippi Agricultural 
and Mechanical College Dramatic Club, 


Little Theatre Tournament 


ss in the development of com- | 


j 
Handicapped by inadequate light- | 
ing facilities at the Waldorf theatre | 


In only one play- }! 


most costly and lavishly staged pro- | 


the | 
vast majority, the lesson was plain | 


Intermissions rarely exceeded 15 | 
! 


jrorn writers made before him was 


| activity and too many meaningless 


| lines. 


The followers of the | 28 Pace of rum running was what 
was excellent. The followers of the | Royall tried to get over. He did, but 


| not until the patient audience was 


| Albany 
| Thomas C. 


a 
ee 





tation of the full length play. Gene- 
vieve Ryan as the stoical mother, 
the Widow Cagle, was the center 
of the special script. Like several 
others who played mother roles in 
the tournament Miss tyan.= dis- 
played an artistic depth which 
| would win attention on the profes- 
sional stage. 





THURSDAY, MAY 8 





When the Roll Call Is Up Yonder 

| Wayne Community Players, of Goldsboro 
N. Writ W. Allen Royall Di- 
rected by Ma Kornegay. Scene: Liv- 
ng room in poor southern home | 
J ee ..W. Allen Royall 
Hulda wif Anna D. Michaux 
Junior, son vances ..-- Whiz Smith 
Miss Jenny, mother.. .seee-Sudie Creech | 
Claire es seeeseugqeenas ..-Janie Burns 
Henry Gibbs ve Robert Robinson | 
Rat GrOORs 60 cbcs00eeeegeceees Lloyd Parker 


| Royall had a good idea here and | 
people around him who could have 
| carried it out to the letter. 
Mistake so many of the other am- 
in- 


exaggerated in this. Too much 


It got underway just when it 


died. 
Curing a shell-shocked soldier by 
putting him through the exhilarat- 


restless. 


THE CHOICE 


(N. Y.) Players. Written by 

Stowell. Directed by Stowell, 
with scenery designed and built by Dorothy 
Lathrop and Paul M. Hewlett. Scene: Room 
in castle of Duke of Perigord. 





DIGG. ccccvececcnccecesece Thomas C. Stowell 
DEMIR « 6.6 8400446400060 690484 Faye Smiley 
DECLUINGSs 6 cccceccveccccccees Catherine Cherry 
Marco, jester......see6:: Norman R. Sturgis | 
BEAMNOM, MUSEO. ccccccas Gladys Wilson Boyce } 
PCO PODS: 0.6646406460666 008086 Ray Becker 
PRUE CASIO. ccc cnscsscveseesess R. Compton 
Chartes, Seldlete.cocccccccss R. K, Townsend 

Atmospherically, “The Choice” 


rated highest up to this time in the 
tournament. An artistic set, with 
many candles and prettily costumed 
players. But that was all. 

Theme was of the kind that could 
have been typed off in a half hour 
by the average hack writer. 

Weakest character in cast was the 
author, Stowell. Big in build and 
effectively attired, Stowell recited 
his lines as they were probably 
written, 


THE MAN WHO MARRIED 
A DUMB WIFE 


Studio Players, Buffalo. Written by Ana- 
tole France. Direction by Jane Keeler and 
settings by Sheldon K. Viele. Musical ac- 


companiment by Charme Allen. Scene: 
House of a Paris judge. 

Master Botal, judge........ Spencer Whedon 
Master Fumee, lawyer........... David Day 
Master Colline, doctor..... Sheldon Spangler 
PEOMOF. DERUBION . ¢ 6. 6006c06eces Willis Martyn 


Master De Laurier, apothecary......... 
Buell Tallman, Jr. 
Boiscourtier, secretary.Bernard Hammill, Jr. 


Bi Reese. Ws 0 h'0-006.864 660068 Henry Potter 
Catherine Botal, wife..........Ethel Meyer 
Alison, servant..... Cede sbes Virginia Butler 
M. de la Garandiere...... ---Helen Gardner 
Madame de la Bruine....... Jane Franklin 


Lackeys and passersby: Done Tullis, Betty 
Becker, Margaret Sossaman, Susan Ro- 
sengren, Betty Wilcox, Roswell Rosen- 
grea. 





One of the best all-around exhi- 








bitions of theatricalism was made of 
this France comedy by the Buffalo 











Starkville, Miss. Written by Lord Dun- 
sany. Directed by H. P, Cooper. Scene: 
Room at Inn. 

A. E. Scott-Fortescue...... H,. 8S. Chilton 
William Jome@s....c.cseeeeess Ss. B. Powers 
Albert Thomas...... ... Newton Townsend 
Jacod Smith. ....ccsees .....H, G. Brannon 
First Priest of Klesh....... David Thomas 
Second Priest of Klesh..... E. P. Williams 
Third Priest cf Klesh...... WwW. C. Cozine 
PEMEERs Goce seceectcecceses aeeoee J. A. Ruffin 


The theme is hokey and old fash- 
ioned enough to make it a tough 
subject for skilled professionals. 
The agricultural boys did _ their 
best, but they evidenced jerkiness 
and uncertainty which eliminated 
this entry. Murdering the three 
priests was the only scene per- 
formed effectively. 

Back home, however, it can be 
appreciated why such a theme so 
performed would be figured on tak- 
ing New York by storm. 





MARSHALL 


Presented by the Paravent Players, 
Providence. Written by Ferenc Molnar. 
Directed by Rosalba Joy. Scene: Hunting 
lodge near Budapest. 


Edith, Baron's wife..... Pearle Winburg 
Maid Servant......eseees Mary H. Brigham 
BETO, GR BCtOT..cccecece -Kenneth Bruce 
BarsoR. oc cccccee eoseeese Jean B. Pinault 
a. ses os 0ecdosdcoss T. S. MacDonald 

This stirring Molnar playlet, a 
favorite among amateur’ groups, 


was convincingly presented by the 
Providence players. Particularly 
good were the performances of 
Pearle Winburg and Jean Pinault. 
Kenneth Bruce, as the actor, took a 
little time in warming up, but he 
closed with one of the outstanding 
performances in the cast to his 
credit. Piece especially well dressed 
with candles against back sugges- 
tive of black velvet and Miss Win- 
_. burg costumed to match. 


SUN-UP 


Presented by Loyola Community theatre, 
Chicago. Written by Lulu Vollmer. 
Scene: Interior of a Carolina mountain 
cabin. Play adapted and directed by 
Charles Costello. 

Widow Cagle Genevieve Ryan 
Rufe Cagle, her gon....Eugene V. O’Brien 
Emmy, his wife.......- Louise Willmarth 
Stranger ..... cevecce ....-Paul Brenner 
Sheriff Weeks............J. Paul Ardeeser 
Bud . ..eee-Allen Krimbelbine.. 


Chicago has a great little troupe 
They all 


fitted into a neat 30-minute adap- 





Players. 

Artistic from costumes to the set of 
cut-away drops. Able handling of 
the lines and many mannerisms by 
the players lifted this world-known 
playlet into a professional atmos- 
phere, 

Incidental music and well-timed 
spots of pantomime aided. The theme 
about the judge who, after having 
his wife’s speech restored, was so 
riled that he had the same doctors 
render him deaf, is in itself the kind 
of brilliant wit and satire that 
placed Buffalo at a decided advan- 
tage over contestants with home- 
made scripts. 

RIGHT OF POSSESSION 

Little Theatre of St. Louis. Written by 
Edna Warren. Directed by F. K. Cowley, 


with setting by F. Ray Leimkuehler. Scene: 
Juvenile court. 


COONS Sas 6 6.06004600660% Gordon Sommers 
Mrs. Howard Seecce $0 C0ese0ds Eloise Frazier 
SD SE 2600400066 46604000 Irene Deicke 
Judge Garland.............Samuel Goddard 
as SMWOONND s 50606000 066504 Frank Nacon 
Ber, Geshe os 6esceck Sceeecces Percy Ramsey 
Bene, DONOR, . 6 56.050000d6e0ebnts L. Deviin 


Freddy Hargrave Ralph Friedman 





A bastardy case, involying black- 
mail and the adoption of the child 
by a woman anxious to qualify fora 
legacy. Plenty of tiresome court 
detail, with the judge swearing all 
of the witnesses in at one time the 
only divergence. 

All the players composed, 
theme hardly deserving. 
away—St. Louis. 


but 
Long way 





WEDNESDAY (MAY 7) 
SO’S YOUR OLD ANTIQUE 


Salon Players of Jackson Heights, L. 1 
Written by Claire Kummer and directed by 


eens Talbot Kimball. Scene: antique 
shop. 

ke eee John Talbot Kimball 
Sally, his wife...... Barbara Bruce Tappan 


Mrs. Pettis..........Ina Brown MacDougall 
OR Perry ee Rexford Kendrick 
William, a chauffeur....... Elliott S. Moses 





One of the few comedies in the 
tournament proving of merit in the 
hands of the Salon Players. 

In every respect. this playlet 
placed itself on the high rung for 
consideration by the judges of the 











Prize Winners 





Belasco Trophy Winner— 
The Studio Theatre Players of 
Buffalo (“The Man Who Mar- 


ried a Dumb Wife’). 

Samuel French Awards— 
Morse Players of St. Louis,Mo. 
(Eyes”). : 

A.P.S.C. of the 92nd Street 
YY. M. BM. A. (‘Seven Against 
One’’). 

Management Award—Para- 
vent Players of Providence 
(‘Marshall’), 

Honorable Mention—Salon 


Players of Jackson Heights, L. 
I. (“So’s Your Old Antique”). 

Henry Street Settlement 
players, N. Y. C. (“The Sisters’ 
Tradgey”’). 


Loyola Players, Chicago. Miss 
Ryan’s performance in “Sun- 
Up.” 

Variety’s Selections — For 


theme, cast and all-round pro- 
duction “Eyes” stood out as 
the cup winner. 

Excellent work of Miss Ham- 


ters’ Tragedy” entitled that to 
try-out which it did 
Was markedly super- 


a final 
not get. 
ior to “Seven Against One. 











Otherwise, same as the 
judges. 
material presented before and in- 


cluding Wednesday night. 

Rexford Kendrick as Mr. Malster, 
eccentric on antiques, gave an out- 
standing performance. The theme, 
as handled by these amateurs, is full 
of enough laughs, interest and sus- 


pense to make an ideal talker or | 
vaude act. 
The antique proprietor and his 


dissatisfied wife were well essayed 
by John Talbot Kimball 





ROGUES AND VAGABONDS 

Presented by Gardens Players, Forest | 
Hills, L. I. Directed by Albert S. Howson, | 
with words by H. B. Smith and music by 
G. O'Hara. Scene: An English estate. In 
ensemble, 39 members of the association. 
Robin. ...ccrccccccscccecs Henry Porter, Jr. | 
Sir Thomas LAUcCY.cccccscceces:s Alan Hudson } 
BtAIOl. ccccesseccestocceseece John B. Bruns | 
ENOL sc tx0 4.00 008404606868 0000s ...Ted Moir 
Will Shakespeare. .......... William Linton 
Mary PYttOR. .ccccccscesecsss Elsie Cropper 
SOCK TEGUAD. oc cscccscccecess Walter Claypoole 
TOM GreOR. <ccccocccvcceces ..Fred Kiendl 
Avidrey Ligle. .ccoccesccccces Loretta Howson 
Condell........seesecesceee-Andrew Shuman 
Richard Burbage...ccccecesss: Walter Savell 
Dol of Fortune. .cccccccccscesd Agnes Kiendl 
Bi TARE sc caceccscoeceessase Frederick Seward 
Oldfleld..ccccccvccoce Poe Teri Tee c. R. Carter 
CRAIG... cccccccccceccscsecess Collyer Elliott 
Gamekeeper...... peccesecece Cameron Shipp 





Only offering along musical oper- 
etta lines, the largest cast, most 
elaborately costumed and set, Forest 
Hills’ most obvious attempt to com- 
mand retention of the Belasco Cup 
for another year overlooked the most 
important factor. It had a few peo- 
ple who looked natural, but more 
who registered greater amateurish- 
ness than any in the comparatively 
simple 11 playlets preceding this in 
the tournament. 

Trying to get a song out of a 
voice that is inclined to monotone 
can’t be done with all of the Hills’ 
dough. It was especially pathetic 
the way William Linton cut medium 
register notes and waved an elon- 
gated neck every time he was called 
upon to ditty. Mr. Linton was 
gawky enough as a talking Shake- 
speare and his love scenes were 
equally as anguishing. 

Alan Hudson as Sir Thomas Lucy, 
the gentleman who tried to hang 
Shakespeare for poaching, is a far 
better amateur performer, but with 
a husky voice, scarce strong enough 
to get the notes over the lights. 

Laurels for singing soloistically 
unquestionably went to Elsie Crop- 
per as Mary Fytton, Shakespeare's 
girl friend in this writing. With 
well placed light lyric voice she was 
the only individual who could ar- 
ticulate while singing. 

For a play liricked by a profes- 
sional and directed by a profession- 
al, “Rogues and Vagabonds” had its 
only commendable feature in the 
chorai work. But, as soon as they 
weren't all working, middle-aged 
women in the chorus who should 
have known better, especialy with 
that cup at stake, tried taking indi- 
vidual bows and distracting from 
the principals, who were none too 
good, in view of the semi-profes- 
sional atmosphere. 


House With the Twisty Windows 


Players of Bronxville, N. Y. Written by 
Mary Parkington and directed by Charlton 


3arnes. Scene: A cellar in Petrograd. 

COMES TRODEE s cc ccccecccsccs Dale S. Bartlett 
Charles Clive. .cccccccsscsces Edward McGee 
Lady Ponting..... Seeeces Kathleen Clements 
Hleather SersGll.cccccccccccccces Ann McGee 
AnmMe Borrell. .ccccccccccccsoccsces Ruth Bretz 
Derrick Moore..... eeecscecs Edward Zimmer 
Stepan......... eccccceses Lawrence Bartlett 


Sing-songy, droney and painfully 
slow was the Bronxville Players’ 
interpretation of the playlet, used 
with far more success by another 
group in the 1929 tourney. 

That fairy tale Derrick Moore tells 
never seemed to end with Edward 
Zimmer's telling. When it did there 
was a quick ping-ping of stage bul- 
lets outside, and the comments 
within that the shooting arrived too 
late. 

Dale S. Bartlett was the most in- 
teresting member of the cast, but 
over-conversation and little action 
found him as tiresome as the others 





with the welcomed curtain. 
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owitz and theme of “The Sis- 
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and Lar- | 
bara Bruce Tappan. 
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| THE LAST MAN IN 
Dramatic Society of Cathedral College, 
| Manhattan. Written by W. B. Maxwell. 

Directed by Rev. Robert M. Gibson. Scene: 
| English tavern. 





Mra. Judd..ccccccsse TYTTTT Ty Robert Skelly 
Mr. Billett...ccccescscccece esecocs Paul Maher 
Mr. Judd... -+..+-James Ross 
Last Man In..ccerece .--William Kenealy 


George Wallace 


One of those London murder mys- 
| teries solved in a tavern, with the 
| pay-off revealed in the first few 
lines. 

Curtain hardly goes up before the 
inkeep and his wife start worrying 
about a strange man offstage. 

Some of the characterizations, in- 
cluding Mr. Judd, are good, 





TUESDAY (MAY 6) 
THE ROAD TO RIO 


Presented by members of the Sunny-| 

| side Playhouse, Sunnyside, L. I. Written 
by Joseph R. Fleisler and directed by 

David Barr. Scene, reception room at 

morgue 

TIGR AGAMMBs 0 0cccesecesedees Starr Gephart 

SOCK CULT accasevaccceceeedecess David Barr 

| BUG s b 0e 06.0'0044600600N 60000665 608 Elinor Parr 


Bill Burke Albert Rubenstein 


David Harritan 


eee eee ee eee eee eee 


The morgue angle on gangster 
|leaders with the moil preaching over 
why she let the lead go 
about sums up this theme. Grue- 
|}some and with lines choked with 
|bromidic slang, “The Road to Rio” 
|would have been a little less ap- 
}parent as an amateur offering and 
|more entertaining had Lil’s mono- 
log been cut and had the detective 
under another shroud not been so 
fabrupt in granting her immediate 
|}pardon after the recitation. 

Elinor Barr does a tough 
a way more convincing than a few 
|of the same that have been seen on 
|the professional boards. The de- 
|tectives and the morgue proprietor 
jare good in their parts. 


|a corpse 


LEGEND 


Presented by members of the Staten Is- 
| land Little Theatre, S. Written by 
Philip Johnson and directed by Joseph 
Latham. Scene, interior of cottage in New 
England fishing village. 


PEPE. ROOD. ovens vc tecdccovecbsices Eva Meyer 

- ef). errr rrrr rT Betty McCrum 
Rey. Mr. Fallows............Irving Hopkins 
SUCFANFE!. c ccccccccccsccsccece Chas, Campion 
Eva Meyer plays with a feeling 


that makes the audience forget the 
tournament atmosphere, the Mrs. 
Reed, superstitious widow expecting 
the return of her husband 12 years 
after he has drowned. There is a 
lot of irrelevant conversation of the 
repetitious kind between the min- 
ister .nd a neighbor, Mrs. Walters, 
before they exit and the stranger 
appears. Strangely enough it is Mrs. 
Reed’s own boy, also believed to 
have drowned. 

It takes a Miss Meyer, however, 
to make “The Legend” entertaining, 
even before an amateur audience. 


SEVEN AGAINST ONE 


Presented by the Associated Players 
Stock Co., Y. M. H. A., Manhattan, Writ- 
ten by Maxine Finsterwald. Direcied py 
Myron Sattler. Double sets, one of pri- 
vate meeting room and other of prison 
recreation hall; arranged by Lionel G. 
Field. 





Splitting the set and the action is 
difficult when handled by profes- 
sionals. Dealing with a Red leader 
and conspiracy is of the sub-cellar 
meller kind. The Y. M. H. A, boys, 
however, appear in numbers and 
make a commendable attempt to do 
both, 

It is a big theme to be run off 
in a few minutes but the dialog is 
so arranged that the seven boys in 
the cabinet meeting get over the 
idea that Vegan, the leader, is near 
the end of the rope and that he has 
not lived up to his revolutionary 
promises, 

Then the other half of the set, a 





prison yard, with seven lads in 
priestly attire, solemnly silent, is 
shown. The idea is also flashed 


here that, while awaiting execution 
because of their number (this Ve- 
gan has no use for sevens) the 
clerics are praying for the death of 
Vegan. No sooner is the prayer 
ever than the cellar part of the set 
shows the leader expiring. 


BURSTING THE BARRIERS 


Presented by the Town Club Players of 
the Women’s Town Club, Manhattan. Writ- 
ten by Benjamin Feiner, Jr. Directed by 
author and Henrietta Kiper Morse. Three 
scenes: English drawing room, Third Ave. 
flat, ante room of Italian Renaissance ban- 
quet hall, 





Thirteen members of the Town 
Club players are given a chance 
to strut their artistry by having 
three versions of the way in which 
wives leave their husbands in as 
many countries. It is well staged 
entertainment with some bright 
lines and quite a few of the per- 
formers showing knowledge of their 
parts. 

The English version is not as well 
enacted as the American, admitted- 
ly with an O’Neill twist and set in 
an elevator conductor’s living room. 
The Italian way has all of the 
Borgia methods, friend husband, an 
impressive personality in L. Law- 
rence Stearns, having the lover 
murdered and then poisoning the 
wife. Waly. 


CAST CHANGES 


Wally Ford will replace Douglass 
Montgomery in “Many a Slip” Chi- 
cago May 18. Montgomery will re- 
turn to New York to undergo an 
operation on Bis throat. 
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\first night audience. 
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LITTLE THEATRES’ 
FULL LENGTH PLAYS 


Prompted by the success of skit 
presentations during the past eight 
years, the Little Theatre movement 
inaugurated for the first time a sec- 


ond week relay into full-length 
plays. 
The inaugural evening Monday 


was a pathetically obnoxious affair. 
A theme that would make any pro- 
fessional company (other than one 
of exceptional ability) flop was han- 
dled by an amateur group which 
would find it difficult to convince 
with the most simple script. 

Why Walter Hartwig, tournament 
overseer, let the thing go on Mon- 
day night after its rehearsal in the 


j}afternoon is probably because Hari- 


wig had no other to fill the bill. 
Good showmanship for a new idea, 
and one which he expects to foster, 
should have witnessed bologna of 
this kind being at least slipped to 
the end. 

The audience walked out in droves 
on the opening eve. 

There are two other New York 
outfits and delegations from Chicago 
and St. Louis that will have to show 
something real, or else the amateurs 
should be happy to stick to their 
Playlets and live. 


THE WOODEN IDOL 
Guild Players of University Settlement, 
Manhattan. Written by Leonard White. 
Directed and staged by Mrs. J. Glenwood 
Jones. Three acts and two scenes. Ponti- 
fex Musuem in prolog and the Pontifex 
Hall in second. 


Letting this mob out of the parlor 
and on a two-buck stage, even with 
amateur fans the chumps, rankest 
kind of imposition. There’s a limi- 
tation to even the good will of rela- 
tives. This cxceeded that. 

Out and out the hooey even to the 
casting, which had big girls for little 
men. ‘ 

And when will those Bronxites 
grow up and know they can never 
ape the limey language of merry but 
bona fide England? 

The dialog in this stupid play, la- 
beled “preposterous” in the program, 
dwelt on six-syllable diction, diffi- 
cult enough for these folk to enun- 
ciate without the British smooch. 

Touching a wooden idol made 
good folk bad and bad folk good. 
So the Pontifexes had it wished on 
them by some Greek townsmen, and 
they all went flooey. It nearly had 
the audience groggy, as well. 

Waly. 


Ada Beats the Drum 


Farce-comedy in three acts presented at 
the John Golden by the latter; written by 
John Kirkpatrick; Mary Boland featured; 
staged by Geoffrey Kerr; opened May 8. 





Ada Hubbard.................Mary Boland 
TAMUO TEGROOIE 6 cc écecece cued ‘ydia Westman 
Ed Hubbard............George W. Barbier 
Mr. Sims..... eeseeeseeses+s Frank Chariton 
TOCECCNO 6.0050005956660050266 Louza Riane 
A Cure, .ccccccccccccccesecce.. mdgar Stehli 
BOW=TIO cccccccccscoce +++++-Hal Thompson 
Nadine Wentworth..........Natalie Schafer 
PIOBEO cocceces oeeeeeeceessMarcel Rousseau 
BPENOEE bc cscs 0n6ees Jules Epailly 


.».-- August Aramini, 
N. Gelikhovsky 





Opening a comedy in the face of 
unusually early summer heat last 
Thursday was not so lucky for John 
Golden, “Ada Beats the Drum” 
(first called “When in Rome”) 
might have had a chance earlier in 
the season. It isn’t strong enough 
to combat the mercury handicap. 

“Ada” has the elements of farce, 
but is not paced with any especial 
speed. It has some smart lines, most 
of which won giggles from a smart 
First act was 
liked more than the others. 

The play is spotted in a villa in 
Southwestern France, where Ed 
Hubbard, his wife, Ada, and their 
daughter, Leila, are on a vacation, 
They are middle-western Americans, 
It is Ada’s idea that the matter-of- 
fact Leila should put a finish on 
her education, acquire a poise and 
perhaps some culture. Old man 
Hubbard is dubious. 

At the opening Ed is scouting for- 
eign talent at the Casino bar and 
without success. One of his finds 
wears one of those skimpy mus- 
taches and a beret. Ed thinks he is 
a French youth but is Bow-tie Jones, 
the bass drummer in the American 
jazz band at the Casino. Leila had 
been attracted to the lad. When her 
mother finds out that Jones is just 
one of her own people, she has no 
interest. 

Ada meets the kind of people she 
sought through the village priest. 
They are Alonzo, a Spanish artist; 
Dimitri, a Russian composer, and 
Nadine Wentworth, who thinks she 
writes poetry. The trio is living 
nearby. Nadine and the Russian 
are “living in what used to be called 
sin,” which shocks Ed, who is tired 
of having the strangers around the 
house, idling and drinking his booze. 
The woman has a husband some- 
where in England, but there was no 
divorce, which she describes as “a 
fad for rich puritans.” 

Ed prefers Coca-Cola, but Ada in- 
sists he drink liquor. A week 
passes and Ada is being taken to 
the game rooms by Alonzo. Leila and 
the Jones boy have gotten them- 
selves engaged. Mother takes a 
fit that her daughter should come 
to Eurepe and end up with a bass 
Leila has it all planned 
out—to sail back home and after 
six months marry the boy. He in 
the meantime is to work in father’s 
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factory. When Ada objects the! floods and spots eliminated. Wilfred | ltw ‘ aa — an - — > ‘ > effac 
. , two weeks paid for. How much fur- all the time. For further effect, a 
youngsters pretend to run away to| who staged the play, states he light- Out-of- Town R VI WwW lsher denends on Moody's bankroll | clergyman and his Geal wite are an 
Spain. Father gets stewed, strikes | scored it. The idea is to have color eviews pee Pap vee take ae aa ; : : 
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}and the extent of his desire to spill | troduced in the second act in order 
a gendarme and is locked up over|accompany the drama. If the sys- a 
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it on this production, rather than !to provide Miss Hammond with the 
the actual success of the play. opportunity of springing such a 

Evidence of the town's only cut | Punch line as “I’ve always wanted 


night. Ada and Alonzo scour the/tem is developed to a point that the e . 
section for the runaways. Ed hadjaverage playgoer will appreciate it | Questionable Elaine 
erdered the foreigners from the/as the inventor does, there would be 
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: a's | :' - - ao } , . t] to meet the son of a Bishop.” That's 
house and when the kids turn up in jauite a saving in scenic effects. | comeay ip three a Batts wood May 7. rate agency pulling strons y for the sah pes : =“ ce Bes: Fas ni pees 
the morning, everything is smooth- he Vikings” is the first Reeaduray | Starrir Pa Kay Hammond. ‘Directed by J | tee dle gs ete hy pt rs - iv  . i; 
ed and plans call for a prompt sail- |} production to be so invested. , Leighton Leigh and Josephine Hum, Cast: | house the fourtn ae! Beit } Nii , ; ull 
inc. ; Siheeh Wetetee wis en | Dennis D’ Auburn, Grayce Ha npton, Sy-| only opening of the week also fig After a flat first act and a duller 
Mary Boland is the featured player | jooK ae tie Sner a : a oe pew! epee gg ee Eaton - dia} ures in the count. second curtain, the plot theorum ts 
and as Ada she does much to make ete ae atin toes valor a) whe Vi. Beran kite’ da ae ee ete Other than an elementary and s finally unfolded five minutes before 
the play diverting. She is absent kit sins ; * Bee M “4 ge " sing AP e Vine Street starting May 4. $1.50 toy perficial web of psuedo smart com- | Me exit march with as dram atic ally 
from the stage but for a few min- | oO a _ oy i ingle eri pale sD edy Questionable Elaine holds | Naive a twist as one could wish for, 
utes. Nydia Westman is Leila, pert!,. °°" "'S me NENT device ; : nothing further. Remote removed | Wit the § sustaining the un- 
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Epailly as Dimitri, Edgar Stehli as| Norway during the reign of King | tempt t do something about the de kish when for laughs. For a central ime name she invented 
the cure, Marcel Rousseau as Alon- | Eric Blood-Axe in the 10th cent ine of interest in the drama, /and always centered figure there is | turns Up as a ried C 
‘ zo, and Natalie Schafer as Mrs Name of the 1 er 3s signil nt Kiaine” isn’t going to promote the bored I e-blooded da te i er wit! Wee ¢ d 
. Wentworth. , The vikings ome hence fro Ie aaietainiiiiae Al Pet “ie wit) _ % neertat arece) nd want to know w le 
Ada Beats the Drum” is certainly and, are a brave lot but a bloody iration in that direction. Feebly on het ; ; a for ¢ < ( nfusior nd curse . y 1) 
} the best of the spring crop on;one. There are slayings galore written, badly directed, and with | ¢priy in somethin: different thre the final act until the 
: Broadway but does not figure to|though all but one are off-stage the exception of Miss Hammond and Mother is modern enouc!l even to | With a slick laugh and a flick 
buck the heated period. 1] bee events, Grayce Hampton, weakly played, | the noint of being « ele ly profane | Cigaret, coyly explains everything 
anne | Ornulf, he of seven sons, haa | Se alibi is that the piece is a play- | at times, but stil ufficiently con and takes the girl to his arms for 
come with his ships. There was, thing of the author, who is also the | «, rvative to regard her offspring’s the windup. 
THE VIKINGS enmity between him and Gunnar, producer, |fads and fancies as foolish. Acting | Miss Hammond is capable enough 
ee me : : wedded to his foster-daughter, | Moody is a wealthy young ar-/|upon an innocent suggestion of her vith a part very much unworthy of 
Rg Fo ge a ange eo anitn | Hiordis, whose father Ornulf had |chitect from Santa Monica, where | boy friend, the girl, with the aid of ost ability. The matronly mother 
ard Herndon: Ibsen play (“The Warriors slain in fair combat. The woman is | he is president of the Community |a servant, contrives to invent aj/|of Grayce Hampton is always dil- 
of Helgeland’’): visualized, directed and | bitter. Sigurd, who had wedded | Theatre Guild. His present brain | ghost lover to excite her friends and | igent. Dennis D’Auburn delivers 
score in light by Thomas Wilfred with | Dagny, was _ the closest friend of | child first saw light there. Under start a gossipy wal! Her mother | stereotyped lines in -mechanical 
the Clavilux Gunnar’s and he brings about a re- | Stood Moody has the Vine Street on | believes her to have gone daffy fashion, whiie the others carry 
Ornulf..ccecs deeses Richs d Hat onciliation That does not mean |: ight rental basis, with the first | with the mystery element workin; along Span. 
EE rn ecivnns hes Margaret Mower |™Uch to these fierce people. , , 
KAA. ceeeeeeeseeeaes Robert C Fischer| Sigurd, the mighty warrior, had | 
wee aaa ee ear eehe Yurka [helped his friend, Gunnar, five years | oes arena hammer 
RRR errr Edwin Philips | before. Hjordis, the haughty and | ee eS ae ¥ 
ys ere ee eceececesesees- Richard Jack | passionate one, had demanded the | 


man who wed her must perform a 
great deed of courage, that of kill- 
|}ing the big white bear that guarded 
her bed chamber with but a hand 
sword. This Sigurd does, entering 
her chamber and holding her in em- 
brace. In the darkness she never 
doubted but that it was Gunnar 
pt : ‘ who carried her off the next day 

[There is a certain novelty In lonly to be rated a wanton by her 
its presentation, accompanied by | foster-father. ' 
Thomas Wilfred’s Clavilux, so- 
called light organ and operated from 
the pit by him. Regular footlights, 


This Ibsen play has never been 
done here professionally before. The 
reason was probably no surprise to 
some of the first-nighters Monday. 
It is a long play, quite too subdued 
and somber, with appeal only to a 
limited class, 
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Ornulf’s 14-year-old son angers 
Hjardis and ealls her names he 
heard his father say. The boy is 
3 : ~ a slain by Gunnar when it is believed 
Ornulf had gone forth to slay his 
young son. But the mission of the 


old man had been to save the lad 
$5 000 FOR and his own six other sons had 
q been slain in the fight. 


Comes the time when Hjardis 


learns the truth about that first 
p night. Sigurd confesses his love 
for her but it is to be their last 


meeting. Then she responds, though 


AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT even a minute before she had been 
jJlotting Sigurd’s death. > enc 

‘ POLICY with no vision of happiness for W il 
them, she plans they shall meet in 


Here’s a 500-to-1 shot—$5,000 {|/the beyond, sends an arrow into 
with $25 weekly indemnity, cost- Sigurd’s heart and leaps into the 


ing less than 3c. a day. angry sea. | * : 
As an automobilist or pedestrian Jj Certainly not a cheerful evening, ; 
you live among these daily haz- §,;"0r @ diverting one. Interesting in \ at 


ards. some measure. Blanche Yurka as 
Hjardis 


the fiery, cruel, unhappy : 
DON’T GAMBLE WITH gives a fine performance. A relent- 


FATE less woman, one of great . AWAY 
which have been submerged in a 
GAMBLE WITH Us! dead love with her husband. 


Mail or Phone for Details Warren William was a fine figure 
Only One Policy to an Applicant J/as Sigurd, with his resonant voice. 


Richard Hate was heroic as the old 
Ornulf, Margaret Mower pleasing as y} - | 
JOHN J KEMP Sigurd’s wife. There are perhaps e o 6 a bi e y oO u r m a l S é n t 
e two others in the Icelandic costume 


ie. , f the Vikings but they are not 

Specialist in All Lines of i a parts. r T . ] / 
INSURANCE “The Vikings” somehow imparts in care oO ‘ M l er 
the suggestion of the long Arctic 

551 FIFTH AVE., N. Y. C. nights. Students of the drama will 
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Phones Murray Hill 7838-9 be attracted along with lovers of 
Ibsen but it is doubtful of lasting 
more than a few weeks. Ibee. 




















Sticke With “Qrasht W hether you re playing out-o -town or on vacation 
ry Seldes Sticks ith “Graphic” 
~sage we eaaae cn eacaain qe =have your letters sent to the Showfolks Shoe- 


| 
| 
Producer requires two INTERIOR agreement as dramatic critic with | 
| 


sets. Jew York “Graphic” for another | 
One representing living-room, Park the New York eas 


Avenue Apartment. The other a ff) year. shop and we ll take care of them until you call! 


modern mid-town New York flat. Renewal signed before current) 
Answer Box 301, Variety, .. Va contract expired. 



































—_ ’ We hope you'll enjoy this convenience, for whether 
| it’s pleasing you with slippers or pleasing you with 





service, that’s what we re here for! 


SYDEMAN Bros. 


Members New York Stock Exchange 





Showfolks’ Shoe Shop 
announce the opening of a branch office at BROA DWAY at 46th STREET 


1531 BROADWAY, NEW YORK Open till 9 P.M. 


(Entrance on 45th Street) 
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| WM. MORRIS AGENCY FOR PICTURES 
1560 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. OR HOLLYWOOD OFFICE 
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* e the nucleus of a string of mags.| Adams county, Pa. And the pub-|the right handed golfer, who natur- 

L t t Quirk later got “McClure’s” from! lisher is the White Squaw Press of/ally smacks ‘em from the wrong 

J era H Hearst, also. Orrtanna, which is understood t0O]/side, is getting out the board and 

Quirk operated the combined mag | be directed by Father Whalen. ink after propping his f et all over 

— for Hearst, but the steady growth There is no apparent connection | his bungalow on the Fox lot during 

, ‘ of his own fan monthly, “Photo-| between the Spooner and Wilde |the day while waiting for the sun 

Winchell on the Air first $100,000, 7% % of the next $100,-| ,1ay commenced to demand all of | “co-starring” other than it was used | to take a peek. 
Walter Winchell starts as a reg- | 990, and 10 and 124% of the two suc- iis Shea as a catchy book title. 
ular Monday night ether deliverer | cootting hundred thousands and va ° aes Father Whalen was once on = b Setetl, dn Gubiemnniat 

for Saks over WABC this week. | thereafter. Besides this the p. pers Chaplin Makes Levy Write | stage and one of the plays in which ee 

Contract goes for 13 Mondays. His|in the matter name $7,500 ad- Bert Levy, the former vaudeville | he appeared was “Dark Corners of | Robert Littell has taken William 

talk is alone the lines of the Win- | Vance to the author split between =e aucevs | New York.” | Bolitho’s place as a thrice-weekly 





chell daily column in “The Mir- | Submittance and acceptance, Little | sites tae aaa Ge The “Cecil Spooner” indicated in | columnist on the “World.” Littell is 
ror,” full of Broadway and snap. He} °F no chance of the film company Tears itaataail tion Worla — + ad ithe title is the actress who for |regul irly the papir’s drama = 
has a “guest” professional at each; Sending the cont cted yarn a Entert 1iner.”’ It will nee i. eer vears toured the country with her |In his columns he h s dealt almost 
spieling time. i work fter thinking it over, although | .” sees ” | sister, Edna May, in stock rep jentirely with the economic side of 


Unusual aiso, Monday ' Winchell the script is reported read 
mentioned “The Mirror” twice or | !"5 Hence, the studio 


¢ } A in the fall preceded by publication tt je *s 
for shoot- 2 : ssibineisecasna 1e theatre 
will likely | 2% 2 ser il in a magazine } 
v il JiKCLS ; 


Charlie Chaplin, tl oaind " No Suit, Says Swanson - 

7 ; *] li ie Ne iif} ne scree come- 

. ‘or “T ‘ror’ ay if on the 7,500 and cail it - ‘ i , ' aa : $ - , 

more. For “The Mirror” to get the | ¥“ : . $7,5 dian, is the figure behind the work H. N. Swanson o College Hu Sidney Skolsky’s “Tintypes” 

> 1a oY . t » ¢ er ) 7 losed, i ; eee - nae nore geet - , ; 

Same mention on the lit t radio ti oy mihewess te haw in having urged Levv to place his y stat misapprel ior i oe hdon a on iccetiaiitica 
, same iot 18 uUuI rs On t ‘ — ‘ ha eam . 

payment would cost it around $4,000 cade nit mamta na tee unecdotes and reminiscences on ibout over a report he ittempted the regular and fast increasing 

, ae previously ane I te lac t : , e> Lit 
each Monday, so Winchell is aj” _ I paper. Chaplin has also written the | to restrain similarly named publica- 


bargain, aside from his column and 
} +1 a 
syndication In thi 


r; r : : lot ‘ ‘rs rather than go through 
With the latter Walter is now in | P/0t PI — 8 rat C 1 £0 t pation Mucl 
on so high a percentage arrange- 


about 50 key city dailies, taking in 








same deal with a team 
case, too, it bought off the 


of authors popular paragrapher on the New 
preface to the book which has taken | tions from using their names. York “Daily News” he ran a series 
Still, Mr. Swanson adds, it’s not] ,¢ «pintypes” of more or less well 


1 of that time was spent by the | a bad idea known Broadwayites once weekly 
7 


Levy about twa years to comple 


sae eres with Chaplin in the latter's | we ee jin the New York “Sun.” As the 
the Hearst lot. The entire bunch | ™&"* _ e bungalow on the United Artists lot “Cinema” Split }young Mr. Skolsky did that series it 
including the Hearst sheets is pay- | Quirk Returns “Smart Set” Chaplin has been working about | Difference of opinion reported be- | was most readable and became a 
ing a good price for the stuff to ; ; ; _| the same length of time on his next | tween the editor and business man- | weekly feature of “The Sun.” 
King Features. Winchell’s piece is James KR. Quirk has over back | picture, the inference being that jager of “Cinema,” the fan mag for | That is probably why the “Sun's” 
50% of the gross, now amounting | “Smart Set er waa ina |many a “shooting” day was spent|the “intelligent moviegoer,” over | collection, under the title of “Times 
to around $300 a week for him. | Hearst. Contained in ERSEL set | mulling over the past with the! the conduct of the publication, with Square Tintypes” is dedicated to 
That is entirely aside from his | is “McClure’s Magazine, which writer. one or the other to go. Neither has | Keats Speed <j The Sun's” managing 
“Mirror” and other income Quirk also got from Hearst and | Magazine publishers have re- |as yet given way and the publisher | editor, The book has a preface by 
Kid's doing all right which he combined With the othe! quested Levy to tone down some of | prefers to let them fight it out be- | Gilbert Gabriel and is published by 
— |; when neither failed to draw. lthe stories for their use These | tween themselyes Ives Washburn at $2.50. Caricatures 
Author’s Film % Too High | Hearst originally get “Smart Set’ | chapters, however, will run intact | Gexieuatekens of all subjects in the book are by 
There's a big studio on the Coast from H. L. Mencken and George in book form. Goldberg’s Vacation Gard. 
which can't make up its mind | Jean Nathan when those two estab- pe Rube Goldberg is finding his days Gabriel was dramatic critic on 
whether to convert a certain story | lished “The American Mercury” for | Jerome Beatty’s Series |and nights completely taken up on|“The Sun” when Sid did his stuff 


into a picture or not. Reason is} Alfred H. Knopf. Hearst only got 
that the author’s royalties. are so|the ntag’s title and tacked on it a 
high. Deal with the writer was/|true story policy. “Smart Set” 
consummated in New York. | flopped, and Hearst made a deal 

Agreement is on a basis of gross} with Quirk at the time the latter 
“Photoplay” 


business. It calls for 5% of the| thought of making his 


Jerome Beatty, since he turned 


the Coast. Besides whipping his|there. Gabe says the tintypes were 
| his time to short story writing and 


| 
| 
| 
; 
story into shape to be “shot” as a la success in the paper before they 
| doing special writeups of interest- picture by Fox, the Rube has to keep | became a series. That is likely so, 
ing personalities for the mags, has ahead on his cartoons for his syndi- |since Skolsky wrote with an ad- 
so many orders that he can't find | cated strips. miringe freedom: He mixed up the 
time to fill ’em. Which means that after dinner — with the gilt, eased off the 








He is now doing a series of spe- 





|cials for the “American” maga- 
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|zine. He did one on Dexter W. Fel- 
A brand-new book entitled ‘“Co- 
Stars, Cecil Spooner and Oscar LD) ° 
Wilde,” authored by Will W. Wha- |/] 
len, has been sent to book review- | ll S 
| with the general ic rele: i 
g al public release of 
the novel some time this month. | Uince. ee oe ee way ae 226 West 47th Street 
It develops that Mr. Whalen is Studio............448-450 West 39th Street 
Father W. W. Whalen, rector of Telephone for both: Lackawanna 4725 














| lows, general p. a. for the Ringling- 

| > > 2 : . i 

|B. & B. circus, and is turning out | 

|; another on the principal clowns | 

| with that outfit. | 

Book of “Co-Stars” ° oO 
;}ers and newspapers in New York 

the old Jesuit Mission at Orrtanna, 

















GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 


“CHARLOT’S REVUE” 
Two Editions 
“OH KAY” 

(Aarons & Freedley) 
“TREASURE GIRL” 
(Aarons & Freedley) 
“BATTLE OF PARIS” 
(Talking Picture—Famous Players) 


“CANDLE-LIGHT” 
c (Gilbert Miller) 


“INTERNATIONAL REVUE” 
(Lew Leslie) « 





“AU REVOIR, BUT NOT GOOD-BYE” 


Because of previous contractual arrangements which necessitate my 
taking a vacation now—the first | have had since | made my American 
debut in Andre Charlot’s Revue—I am forced to leave the cast of Lew 
Leslie's “International Revue.” And, in leaving, I want to thank Lew 
Leslie, a great man and a splendid producer; Harry Richman, Jack Pearl, 
Harry Jans, Harold Whalen and and all the other members of the company 
for their kindness to me. It has been a pleasure to work side by side 
with them and in transforming “The International Revue” from an apparent 
failure into a brilliant Broadway success. I want to express my especial 
gratitude to the authors, Nat N. Dorfman, Dorothy Fields and Jimmy 
McHugh, all of whom have been real friends. 


I want to extend a special hand of welcome to Miss Frances Williams, 
who joins the cast upon my departure. 


In parting, may I wish them all Godspeed and the further wish that 
“The International Revue” will run on and on. 


Looking forward to seeing you all again in January, 


Cultude lawternee 


Sincerely, 
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mush and framed his tintypes in 
modern rather than old fashioned. 

In the new book they are repro- 
duced and even more readable in a 
group, as may be evidenced by the 
names under the Skolsky discus- 
sion. For himself as the theme 
lyric of his first book, Sid selected 
that immortal remark by William 
Anthonys McGuire: 

“Broadway's a great street when 
you are going up. When you're go- 
Sixth Avenue.” 





ing down—take 

“Times Square Tintypes” has 50 
tintypes, sketches, chapters or sub 
jects. Each of the latter is in a 
niche by itself. Among them are 
Flo Ziegfeld, Dave Belasco, George | 
Gershwin, Roxy, Tex Guinan, | 
George White, Sam Shipman, Bill 
Brady, Earl Carroll, Fannie Brice, 
Jim Tully, Geo. Cohan, Irving Ber- 


jing s re ig “nine a. t - 
ag straight oe gyn. author mand at Satyr Book Shop, 
7" Se a tea 22, and twice || Hollywood Book Store, Esme 
e face rder charges ’ 
1 aced murder charges. ; Warde’s Shop, Pat Hunt's 
Ahearn tells all anout it on the Shop) 
lecture platform, and it’s no idle Fiction 
boas ither. J rhe 1e@ con- | “: ” i: . 
eee t ren — when he I 1. “Cimarron,” Edna Ferber. 
( luc es wit J the statement tha 2. “Party Dress,” Joseph Her- 
crime doesn’t pay he means ls 
: a ; } e£esneimer., 
nats ry 1e #J41S lOW <¢ Vriting 4 : , ; 
tha why : now y 3 Rogue Herries,” Hugh Wal 
man, ; 
poie. 
7 7 4 Vile Podies Evelvn Waug! 
Goodby Attic Woman of Andros.” Thor? 
On the strength of his stor Phe ton Wilder 
Belle of _Calomega,” in a recent 6 Laughing Boy,” Oliver La 
“Collier's,” Jim Aswell got a con Farge. 
tract from “College Humor” for ten Non-Fiction 
stories during the next 18 months 1 BRvron Andre Maurois 


lin, Owen Davis, Helen Westley, El- | 


mer L. Rice, Eddie Cantor, John 
Golden, Paul Whiteman, Bill Fields, 
Helen Morgan, Eugene OU Neill, Bill 
Shakespeare (Broadway by near- 
adoption), Carl Laemmle, Beatrice 
Lillie, Leslie Howard, George Kelly, 
Arthur Hopkins, Molly Picon, Ring 
Lardner, Al Jolson, Mae West, Sam 
H. Harris, Kelcey Allen, Joe Cook, 


Dorothy Gish, Dick 3ennett, Al 
Woods (the original), Lynn Fon- 
tanne, J. P. McEvoy, Patrick Cain, 
Marx Brothers, Gertrude Lawrence, 
Jed Harris, Eva LeGallienne, Rudy 
Vallee. 

Needed 291 pages to tell all. You 
can open the book at any page to 
read forward or backward and be 


still held, for Sid did his stuff here 
pungently. 
London’s Circulations 

Fastest newspaper campaigning 
in England has been scored by the 
“Daily Herald.” Seven weeks ago 
it was taken over by Odham’s, 
which has since gone to the public 


for additional stock subscriptions. 
Original circulation was a bit under 
70,000 daily. Figure is now over 
1,000,000 and lodks like soaring 
higher. Present world record 
claimed by London “Daily Mail,” 


which sells 1,900,000 daily. 

“Herald” has for some years been 
the only Socialist daily in the coun- 
try, but despite the fact the elec- 
torate put Labor into power at the 
last election only the capitalist 
presses could make the grade with 
the seven figure sales. Odham’s, on 
taking over, grabbed the best leg 
men they could get out of Fleet 
Street, spent dough like water on 
street advertising and even took 
space in rival papers. 

The sales drive, which has includ- 
ed everything ever thought out by 
a circulation department, is still 
continuing and the figures are 
smashing up weekly, the paper be- 
ing generally voted the brightest of 
the London dailies with the possible 
exception of the “Express.” “Her- 
ald” has a tremendous chance just 
at present to beat both the “Mail” 
and the “Express,” as these papers, 
usually slamming each other hard 
in the mutual drive to the 2,000,000 
figure, have more or less combined 
in boosting Beaverbrook’s Empire 
Free Trade campaign, which, after 
starting off big, looks like losing 
some speed on the corners. 

Hearst and Radio 

W. R. Hearst is fairly authorita- 
tively reported angling for a piece 
of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 





tem. The publisher is interested in 
radio as another prospective side 
line and, from accounts, has been 


informed there is a spot with Co- 
lumbia to step into by the buy 
route. 

If not a direct buy, another deal 
may be for the broadcast of news 
over Columbia’s system similar to 
the manner in which the Hearst 
people are sending daily news bul- 
letins to some stations in Califor- 
nia. On the Coast the news hook- 
up is known as “Hearst Radio Ser- 
vice.” 

Although Columbia is the second 
largest radio system in the coun- 
try, the first NBC, is pretty far 
ahead of CBS from all angles. 


Intimate Subject 

Macy, who authored “Ex- 
anonymously, will have 
this one to carry 
her name. Title is “Night Nurse,” 
and it purports to tell how men 
treat the girls who nurse them when 
they are ill. 


Dora 
Mistress” 
a new book out, 


By-Product 
Stunt employed by Willard E 
Hawkins to push the sales of his 
book, The Cowled Menace,” is to 
autograph each cop if pur i l 
from him direct And he also get 
the publisher’s discount 
Ought to Know 
Danny Ahearn, the lite 
of the moment b: virtue of 
book, How to Commit a Murde: 


| ney 
| will 


|for which he gets 





| tany, 





———————————————— 





ch 





still lives on Gran@ street, on the | 
East Side, despite his nice royalties | 
and the lecture money he is earn- 
ing now. Although only 28, Ahearn | 
served four prison terms before 


Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of current de- 


a grand per story Con- 


Green Pastures,” Mar 


Aswell has left King Features, and ley 
goes to Eurepe shortly 3. “Strange Death of President 





Harding,’ Gaston B. Means. 


Coleman’s 2-Year Contract 4. “Grandeur and Misery of 
Bob Coleman will remain with the Victory,” Georges Clemen- 
New York “Daily Mirror” for an- | ceau. 
other couple of years at least. Bob 5. Jews Without Money,” 
is dramatic editor of the tab and] Michael Gold. 
carries a by-line.. He also. looks 6. “Goodby to All That,’’ Rob 
after the ad end on a commission | ert Graves. 
basis. 
- - “The Seven Suspects” still 
Real Monickers heads Pat Hunt’s fiction list, 


2eal names of authors: authors Florence Ryerson and 


Douglas Valentine is Valentine Colin Clements having strong 
Williams, Dorothy Graham is Mrs.|] local appeal. The ex-books are 
James W. Bennett, Cleric is Abra- | dying off, although “Ex-Mis- 
ham Burstein, William Shepard is | tress” is still one of Esme 
William Shepard Walsh, Cheiro is|| Warde’s best, and “Ex-Virgin” 
Louis Hamon, and Allen Grant is appears in the conservative 


Hollywood Book Shop’s list. 


Arthur Douglas Howden Smith. | 
| Coming up next month is “Ex- 


Honor “Well” Author )s Pag 
Eichelberger Gold Medal for 1930 ! Satyr’s pair of sixes included 
for “outstanding achievement in|} “Searface” in fiction and “Mata 


non-fiction. 


~ London as It Looks 


| By Hannen Swaffer 


London, May 1. 
Royal Academy, which means that 
been along to stare—not at the pictures 


Today is Private View Day at the 


all sorts of semi-celebrities have 


but at themselves. 

One dowager of the stage has been known to wear three frocks in one 
day at this show! 

Oh, they do like to get their names in the papers 


Augustus John Exposes Taliulah 


You would be surprised if you saw Aus I é I lah 
Bankhead, which should prove o1 of the sensatior c t a year, 
Tallulah dressed up in a pale pink frock and went along nd John, whom 
I regard as the master art cynic of our time, has painted he Wit dead 
eyes and dead hair, but with painted lips. She looks like a corpse, which 
the undertaker has dolled up a bit. 

Another John portrait is of Gerald du Maurier He as sat Gerald 
down in a lounge suit, so that he looks like Phil Scott in between the 
|} rounds, and the nervous look in Gerald's eye really makes him appear as 
|} though Phil Scott were expecting the knock-vuut, immediately he stood 
; up 

} Another John portrait—that of Earl Spencer— exposes the guards, 


|} militarism, aristocracy, everything. 
That would not interest you so much, though, as the Tallulah picture. 
circuses 


Dame Laura Knight has done some wonderful pictures of 
| again There is a fine portrait of Cyril Scott, the composer, but there 
is not much more of a theatrical nature. 
More Squeals for Charity 
Dame Madge Kendal has been pleading again for the Actors’ Beney- 


starting off with a hundred dollars herself 


wonderful 


olent Fund 


| She remains the most stage dowager of our time. Although 


82, she still locks about 60, wearing a Victorian bonnet, and still re- 
maining a splendid orator whose every spoken word is a triumph of 
diction 

I have been asked to help the charity. I shall not do so. Stage 
charities in England are woefully disorganized. If only the actors would 
demand 10% of the other charities they appear for, something might 
be done. Then no one would have to squeal. 

A few years ago, as I have told you, I think, the Prince of Wales 





‘was going to a supper arranged for one of these charities but when, at 
the last moment, he could not go and Fred Terry was left to take the 











at the puritans who tried to have it 
without 


the field of human endeavor” goes | Hari” in 

to Radclyffe Hall for her book, | 

“Well of Loneliness.” It's a slap | native land. No English translation 
| - 


yet. 


banned in this country 


success, 





Nicholas L. Brown is back book 
| publishing, with “Tong War,” writ- 
j}ten by Eng Ying Gong. 





Violence Mags 
When Harold Hersey returns to 
New York around the end of the 
month he will get out at least five 


After a quarter of a centnry as 
editor of “The Iron Age,” Alvin I. 


new mags, and possibly more.| Findley steps out. William W. 
Titles for the new ones will be! Macon, of the staff, succeeds. 
“Courtroom Stories,” ‘““Mobs,” “Mur- catmnanieiti 

der Stories,” “Gangland Stories” “Home Digest,” one of the wom- 
and “Astonishing Stories.” “Gang-|en’s mags, is sending a representa- 


, 


tive to Hollywood for a series of 
household stories to carry the by- 
lines of various feminine film celebs. 


Future Plays 


(Continued from page 67) 


land Stories” is not to be confused 
with “Gangster Stories,’ already 
published by Hersey, 








Her “30-Year War” 

Margaret Anderson, who founded 
and edited “‘The Little Review,” has 
written her autobiography, calling it 
“My Thirty Years’ War.” In it she 
tells some nice and some not so 
nice things about writers, and also 
has some things to say about John 
S. Sumner, the vice-crusader, and 
Otto Kahn. 





into rehearsal as first for new pro- 
ducing firm of Murphy and Kelleher. 
It bows in June 2 at Atlantic City 
and follows into the Hudson, New 
York, two weeks later. 

Cast includes Dorothy Madero, 
Jack Sugene, William Sullivan, 
James O’Connor, George McDonald, 
Bernadine Ryan, Daisy Hethering- 
ton, Frank Keller, Ruth Mayberry, 
Alice Snyder, Grace Scott, Louise 
Shea, Tom Healy, Florence Kane, 
Dolores Link, Evelyn Shaw, Elaine 


Film Rights Specialist 

George T. Bye, the literary agent, 
has opened a new office where he 
will concentrate on the sales of 
film and radio rights to published 
stories, only. Bye has made a deal 
with a number of publishing houses 
by which he has the exclusive rights 





to their works for this purpose. Silberbauer, Nan Crowley and 
others. 

“ ” < ‘ , 

Rogers’ New Book - Subterfuge, gee a - 

Putnam’s is still waiting for that }542™ Orange, goes Into rehearsa 

next week with author figuring as 


book which Will Rogers was sup- 
posed to have turned over a couple 
of months ago. In reply to repeated 
telegrams from New York, Rogers 
says he will complete it when 


producer. 

Piece is due for spotting at Bayes 
Roof, New York. 

James M. Graf is casting 
musical by Fred Herenden, 
and Sanders. 

Piece is untitled and goes into re- 
hearsal in two weeks. 

Edward A. Blatt and M. J. 
Nicholas have formed a legit pro- 
ducing combine for two forthcoming 
productions, 

The first will be a revue, “The 


new 
Carlo 








Laemmle’s Life 
That biography of Carl Laemmle 
is being shaped up, with all the 
necessary data on the life and ac- 
tivities of the showman already on 
hand. 





Eugene O'Neill, now living in 
France, has taken a cottage in Brit- | New Yorker” now casting and due 
near the seas, for a part of|/atter part of July. The other is 
the summer. “What a Man,” comedy by Sidney 
Kingsley, which will go into re- 
|hearsal simultaneously with the 
| musical but with latter only sched- 





Two Pulitzer prize 
Howard and Louis Bromfield, | 
write the story for the film 

which Evelyn Laye will make next | 

| 
' 


winners, Sid- 


out and shelving until autumn. 
“The Gimme Girl,” musical is be- 


fall for Samuel Goldwyn. 
ing readied as next for the Cherry 





Norman Krasna, former dramatic | Lane, Greenwich Village, with 
editor of the New York “Graphic,” |Grace Vail, publicist figuring as 


is now in Burbank, Calif., function- | producer. 


ing as radio contact and special | “The Devil’s Moon,” by William 
feature writer for First Nationa] | F. Manley is set as next for Brock 
studios Pemberton and will be given a late 
nineniaiea immer tryout preliminary to be 
Hugo Gernsback, staging a come- | spotted at a New York house 
ick since the bankruptcy of hi “The Wharf Rat,” melodrama by 
group of publ tir has another Irving Lewis, goes into rehearsal 
new mag, this one alled “Every next week with Keller and Re 
day Meé nics,” | producers Cast includes Patrick 
: . _ G n Hugh Casey, Flore é 
I in Ge n, of Max Worth, Louise Murray, Gertrude 
S ‘ Ge in hope for the)! ter, Michael Lane, Harry S« } 
ve da he ejght r ‘ . err Martha Lowman, Tom Hether- 
} r good ‘ the boxe r on and others. 


uled for a two weeks summer try- | 


chair, several leading stars stopped away altogether, left their seats 
empty! 
I have always regarded this as a crowning act of snobbery. A decent 


profession would have rushed to support Fred Terry, who is a most 
popular actor manager. 


Paul Robeson Storm Threatens 
Dame Madge Kendal, by the way, acted Desdemona to the Othello 
of Ira Aldridge, a Negro, sixty-five years ago, when she was seventeen! 





It did not seem to cause much excitement. 
I am reminded of this because, now that Paul Robeson is to play 
Othello to Peggy Ashcroft’s white Desdemona in a few weeks, I am 


already receiving letters of protest. 

I heard on the wireless, the other day, a wonderful speech by H. W. 
Peet, who has just returned from America, after studying the Negro 
problem. secause of it, the “New Amsterdam News” will be pleased 
to learn, I was urged to continue my work of conciliation. 

The colored choir from Hampton College arrives in a day or two. They 
are to sing for Ramsay MacDonald at a private party, and they have 
been asked to sing two hymns in Westminster Abbey. So I do not see 
why Paul Robeson, who is a most distinguished African, cannot play 
Othello if he likes. 





| am Threatened With Murder 

I expect I shall get shot over that, but then, as, a few hours after I 
had criticized the wild eulogies of Greta Garbo’s voice, announced as 
“The Voice for Which the Whole World Is Waiting,” the other day, a 
man called Stringer wrote me from Manor Park saying that if I dared 
to criticize his idol again he would murder me—outside my window as I 
write this, I see a poster “Threat to Murder Swaffer’—I am used to it. 

I hope it is meant seriously, as London is getting rather jealous of 
Chicago these days. 

Now, this morning, George Atkinson, the Swaffer of the films, has on 
Page 1 of the “Daily Express” an article called “Greta Garbo Myth 
Exploded by a Talkie!” He cannot have heard of the murder threat 
made against me. 

Garbo has no sex appeal, says Atkinson, hers is a voice without a 
soul, she underacts or overacts in nearly every scene. She looks as 
though she learned her part from a course of correspondence tuition. 

Murder gang—Atkinson is yours, not Swaffer. 

Oh, what faked-up bunk film publicity is! 

Knoblock, His Own Producer 

Eddie Knoblock produced his own play, “The Mulberry Bush,” at the 
Criterion, the other night, but it did not promise success.. A man called 
Evelyn Roberts played a Charles Hawtrey part with Charles's voice but 
without his powers of acting, and three woman—Frances Carson, Mercia 
Swinburne and Dorothy Tetley—were all so-so. 

Knoblock usually stands at the back of the circle during 
nights and looks rather profound. 

In the stalls was Arnold Bennett, part author with Knoblock of “Mile- 
”" which had just run eleven weeks in the same theatre. 
Mulberry Bush” lasted for two hours. I should think 
for about three weeks. 





his first 


stones, 
“The 
do that 


it will 





Sherriff Does Not Like “Hamlet” 

Something ought to be done about R. C. Sherriff. 

In last Sunday’s “Observer,” there was a whole column interview with’ 
the author of “Journey's End.” In it Sherriff criticized “Hamlet,” which 
he had never seen before, and talked a lot of bunk. How it got Into 
a serious paper like the “Observer,” Heaven only knows. 

“I had to learn Shakespeare when I was at school,” Sherriff told me, 
“so I started to hate it.” 

How a man who has an interest in the theatre hates Shakespeare 
because he once had to learn some of his lines, I do not know. 

I am afraid London is getting a little bit sick of Sherriff. He has 
talked so much tripe on several occasions. The fact that he wrote 
“Journey's End” does not make him an authority on the greatest play 
that was ever written. 

I have just heard 
part of Capt. Stanhope in “Journey’s End” for three nights 


from way, that Noel Coward 





Singapore, by the 


| played the 
there. He was going around the world and just dropped in, learning 
ithe part 
Iam sure it was very nice of him. 
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so I shout to ev-'ry- one, “Find your place. 
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Up catop.cf a rain- bow Sweepin’ the cloudsa - way.” 





“Open strings 
Sweetie The Clouds Awuy- 6 Gweepis’ The Cloeds Away-@ 
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E Twin Crazes of the Hour! “Sing You Sinners,” a sensa- 

tion, as presented in the Paramount-Publix Picture “Honey.” 
“Sweepin’ the Clouds Away,” sung by Maurice Chevalier in the 
Paramount-Publix Picture “Paramount on Parade.” Both songs 
are sure-fire whether you have an orchestra, act or radio program. 


Our offices throughout the country stand ready to serve you, 
should you desire any material, such as: slides, orchestrations, 
special choruses, etc. Climb on the band-wagon — join with 
*Paramount on Parade” and feature FAMOUS songs. 
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MUSIC SALES 





Columbia and Victor Working on 


Arrangement 


Pending deal between Paramount 


} 
and Columbia Phonograph does not 


involve or affect the Columbia 
Gramophone Corporation, which in- 
cludes manufacturing and distrib- 
uting plants throughout the worla. 
Columbia Phonograph is a subsid- 
jary of the international parent. 
Within the mechanical trade it is 
understood that a merger, or work- 
ing arrangement, between Columbia 


Gramophone and Victor is immi- 
nent. | 
It is not generally known that 


while Victor has the edge in Amer- 
ica, the Columbia organization in 
Europe and other foreign sections 
has a big jump on everyone else. 
Acquisition of the far-flung Co- 
lumbia system, which has labora- 
tories strategically spotted through- 
out the world, is regarded the 
logical step by the trade. Foreign 
market increasingly important 


as 


is 


for disks with the American mar- 
ket now in a slump. 
Such a regrouping would have 


the 75-cent disk makers in a posi- 
tion to restrict present production. 
Columbia, Victor and Brunswick 
through numerous subsidiaries con- 
trol. a large number of the 125 
“labels” in the 35-cent field. 


4 Detroit Song Pluggers 
One Big Happy Family 


Detroit, May 13. 

Detroit has reached the last word 
in song plugging. Representatives 
of three of the music publishers are 
singing together in the pit of the 
Fisher theatre with the orchestra. 
Boys are given a screen introduc- 
tion as being salesmen of songs. 
Explanation is also given as to what 
“song plugger” means. 

Danne Engel of DeSylvia, Brown 
& Henderson, Whispering Will Col- 
lins of Witmarks, and Francis Mc- 
Guire of Feist were the ones to pull 
the stunt. Act showed all week. 

Each boy introduced his firm by 
name and then sang one of the num- 
bers. At the close all joined in 
Singing “Say it With Music” again 
with big brass finish. 

These same boys also do a song 
fest on the radio over WJR three 
times a week. Eddie Peterson of 
Red Star and Dave Silverman of 
Shapiro, Bernstein, also are included 
in this radio hour. 


“St. James’ Infirmary” 
Exclusive to Mills? 


Appellate Division has affirmed 
the injunction obtained by the 
Gotham Music Service, Ine. and 
Mills Music, Inec., against the Den- 
ton & Hoskins Music Publishing Co. 
It restrains the defendant from 
printing and selling “St. James In- 
firmary or the Gamblers Blues” on 
the ground that it is an infringe- 
ment cf the plaintiff's copyrighted 
version of “St. James Infirmary” and 


on which it alleges it has spent 
$20,000. 
Mills based their case on a 


special version and alleged popular- 
ization of the number. Admittedly 
“Gamblers Blues” is an old gutter 
song of the Southern slums. Case 
will probably be a legal precedent 
in non-copyright numbers. 


Hamr at Westchester 
Hollywood, May 13. 

Ted Fiorita orchestra opens at 
the Ambassador Cocoanut Grove 
June 15. 

Johnny 
summer 
more. 


Hamp returns for the 
to the Westchester-Bilt- 





Team Back at F. N. 
Hollywood, May 13. 
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|chestra leader at the 


Wolfe Gilbert and Abel Baer re- | 
tu:1 to First National from Para- 
mount May 15. 

Bobby Crawford couldn't reach 


acceptable terms for their loan to 


Fox. 


Publisher Will Listen to Songs By | 


Amateurs 
Radio Music has inaugurated a 
poliey of holding bi-weekly meet- 
ings to judge the merit of songs 
submitted to them by outsiders. 

Judges at these meetings are 
representatives of R-K-O, N.B.C., 
Victor, Feist and Fisher. Each 
judge checking off those which it 
considers the song deserves. 

A singer and a pianist sing and 
play each song submitted for the 
judges. 

All songs accepted will be pub- 
lished by Feist’s. 


Kestoring Orchestras 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Borros Morros, Publix general 
music supervisor, leaves Tuesday 
for New Orleans. 

He has lined up four coast the- 
atres for the return of orchestras 
and awaits further orders to pro- 
ceed on a survey of the middle west 
and Canada. 

Stage shows and pit music will 
probably be resumed in _ several 
other points. 


HERE AND THERE 


Eugene West, former Broadway 
song writer, now doing commercial 
broadcasting over WDSU, New Or- 
leans. West is on the Truly Warner 
hat program, working with Lillian 
Gerson, as Mary and Gene. 








Murray Wizel, formerly with Rob- 
bins, went Famous Music Monday 
(12). 





Murray Mencher, songwriter, has 
joined Shapiro-Bernstein for one 
year. 


Con Maffie, organist at the Para- 





mount, Omaha, switches to the 
Paramount, Portland, tomorrow | 
(Thursday). 

J. R. Thomas, formerly organist 


at the Branford, Newark, steps into 
Maffie’s shoes at the *aramount, 
Omaha 


pit 
neer, 

pit 

New 


or- 
New 
orches- 


Yor k, 


Lew Breese, previously 


— 
. 


Orleans, returned to the 
tra at the Paramount, 


af 


| Monday (12). 


Sascha Kindler, on the same day, 


came in the Par, New York, as as- | 


sistant pit leader, 


| 
| 


American Society of Composers. 

Several song writers agree that 
from the standpoint of the men who 
create hits the income is only 25% 
of what it formerly was. A hit 
nowadays seldom goes beyond 200,- 
000 copies and 50,000 dises is a big 
showing. This compares to figures 
of over a million in both depart- 
ments that were customary for hits 
formerly. 

Song writers are thus under the 
necessity of having four or five 
tunes moving simultaneously to 
earn aS much as formerly with one 
hit. 

The Real Problem 


Publishers have a real problem. 
Their reduced. grosses are in face 
of the fact that never before have 
they made such outlays for ar- 
rangements, orchestrations and 
other items of overhead. Most of 
the increased overhead is a result 
of catering to radio bands. 

Mechanicals tell the same story 
and blame it all on radio. Nobody 
will buy a disc any more than a 
copy of sheet music of a song, how- 
ever lilting, if that tune is drum- 
med into their ears incessantly 
through the ether. 

Here is the crux of the new problem 
So many stations, so many bands, 
have created a false demand for 
music. They devour music and 
keep calling for more songs, always 
more. Meanwhile the writers and 
the publishers who supply the radio 
demand are deriving less and less 
income. 

One songwriter claims that where 
formerly the music trade considered 
the sheet copyright its greatest 
asset and the performing rights 
just a sidelight, it is now reversed. 
Performing rights which yield al- 
most no revenue are actually the 
key to the new set-up. 

Asked what solution can be ad- 
vanced, the manager of one me- 
chanical company stated there must 
be restrictive regulations that will 
keep radio from killing the goose 


the explanation, although it is a fac- 
tor, he admits. 

Over-production within the music 
trade itself, combined with the bad 
economic conditions of the country, 


is the Society’s interpretation. AS 
to the possibility of restricting 
numbers over the air, Rosenthal 


says this is a privilege all publish- 
ers have and it is up to them in- 
dividually. 

Radio is paying fees to the Amer- 
ican Society. Individual stations in 
New York are annually paying as 
high as $37,500 each. 

Some disagreement about the suf- 
ficiency of the radio payments 
comes from the publishers’ angle. 
It is suggested that the two major 
N. B. C. stations, with accounts 
running to many millions a year, 
pay but $75,000 annually for the 
all-vital supply of popular music, 
and that this is probably the most 
inexpensive, despite the most im- 
portant, item it buys. E. C. Mills, 
now with an N. B. C. subsidiary, 
Radio Music, is credited with hav- 
ing fixed the radio schedule of 
prices, as he did for the Vitaphone, 
at $100,000 a year. 

Talking pictures with the inces- 
sant drumming of songs is regarded 
by the American Society as starting 
the present unhealthy music con- 
dition. Until time permits the un- 
knotting of the problem, probably 
synchronized with national prosper- 


ity, Mr. Rosenthal feels there is 

little that can be done about it. 
Overhead 

A shrewd pulse-reader who 1s 

general manager of one of the 


most prosperous publishing houses, 
blames the music trade itself rather 
than radio. While there is a dan- 
ger of radio hurting a number by 
over-plugging, this executive says 
that any evils arising from the ra- 
dio angle are a result of the short- 
sightedness and petty competitive 
chiseling of the publishers them- 
selves. 


Present stringency may force 





In other words, no station could 
play any one song so often that the 
reaction would make the public sick 
of it in few 
Hits That Are Not 
Disgruntled music men are frank 
in charging they are playing a los- 
ing battle against radio. After wait- 
ing hits the hits and 


a weeks 


for 


arrive no 
longer mean what they used to 
Some of the most reliable compos- | 
ers haven't had a hit in two or 
three years. It's an open secret 
about the condition of some of the 


bigger publishers. 
Another angle is the freak devel 
oped on radio. The devouring ap- | 


publishers to do what common sense 





should have told them to do a long 
time ago: to get down to a bus!- 
ness basis, stop paying bands with 
liquor, parties, cigars, new hats and | 
“special orchestrations,” | 

Overhead must be reduced, he | 
laims. There are too many or. the | 
payrolls at fancy figures, — 

Short Out and In 
Hiollywood, May 13 

Al Sh rt who resigned ; I Isl il 
director of Tiffany two weeks ago 

k on the lot again. 

Same capacity. 


the stipulation. 


WARING’S AT DELL’S 


Chicago, May 13. 

Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
will open May 22 at Dell's, road- 
house near here, for three weeks, 
Followed there for the summer by 
the Coon Saunders band. 

Waring holds a contract with 
Loew's, secured by Johnny O'’Con- 
nor, for a route with an option to 
follow the local engagement, or later 
after Waring should return from the 
Coast, if going there for a picture, 





Receivership Denied on 
Kordulas—But Can’t Sell 


Supreme Court refused to appoint 
a receiver but issued an injunction 
restraining Anthony Kordula, Ed- 
ward J. Kordula, Herman Brinkman 
and the Kay and Kay Music Co., 
from selling, assigning or transfer- 
ring any of the music firm’s prop- 
erty, copyrights and assets pending 
trial of the issues brought against 
the group in a suit by Jerry Vogel. 
Under the order only thing they can 


sell is sheet music. But have to 
make bi-monthly reports of sales 
and statements must be made to 


Vogel's lawyers, O’Brien, Malvinsky 
& Driscoll. 

Vogel is suing on alleged grounds 
of fraud growing out of the sale of 
the company by John Franklin 
Sheridan to the defendants. Vogel 
had previously sued Sheridan and 
received judment for $24,095.77, but 
ciaims he never collected because 
Sheridan now lives in California. 
While the suit against Sheridan was 
pending, it is claimed by Vogel, the 


sale of the company took place, 
Attorney Paul Turner represented 
Sheridan and now represents the 


Kordulas. 


Sousa’s New March 


Washington, May 13. 
With the full Marine Band to 
play it; the President and Lord 
Der th English visitor, in the 
tudience, John Philip Sousa dedi- 
i} r mare} The Royal 
We Fu ers,” n the White 
{ 4 ri lay M Je 
} ah ‘ hig) official in 
I h Ambassador, 
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Warners 8 80% of Natl Radio Adv. 


Giving Air Big Canned Programs 


The first move to get canned pro- 
grams on the air in their biggest 
way and one which, they predict 
will clip the advertising garnerings 
and minimize the importance of 


flesh broadcastings in national 
hook-ups has been affected by War- 


ners in their purchase of National 
Advertising Corp. 

With this latest subsidiary claim- 
ed to furnish 80% of the current 
canned programs, Warners is the 
only company with facilities te buy 
time, furnish talent and produce 
records. 


“Electrical transcription” is the 
phrase which will be popularized 
through the use of machine broad- 
casting. 

That the vast majority of the 
600 stations throughout the country 
are independent, except for the few 


hours daily some are now under 
contract for in the nacional hook- 
ups, and will avail themselves of 
canned entertainment which pro- 
vides full card rate for each sta- 
tion is expressed in the Warner 
home office. 

Under national wire arrange- 


ments stations are heavily taxed by 
the phone company. Warner execu- 
tives figure that earnings for such 
stations will be more than doubled, 
in the majority of instances, when 
this tax is removed by the elimina- 
tion of the use of wires. 





Hollywood, May 13. 
Jerry King, manager of Warners’ 
radio department,.is east arranging 
for establishment in Hollywood of a 
Brunswick recording laboratory. 
Plan is to make discs, using pic- 
ture talent. 


G. M. Air Coverage 


Hollywood, May 13. 

General Motors will produce 52 
canned radio programs for release 
June 1. Each recording will equal 
a 30-minute broadcast, and is to be 
headed by a name band with a na- 
tionally known radio announcer as 
m. Cc. 

Records are for outlying stations 
not using the G. M. weekly chain 
broadcast. 














FREDDIE RICH 


Columbia Broadcasting 
System 
Station WABC, New York City 
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| Los Angeles, May 13 
Bootleggers working the stu- 
dios now operate on exclusive 
rights. A few have the “lots” 
tied up, the others working 
through them or not at all. 
Local iiquor biz has now 
reached the subdivisional and 


territorial stage. 











ANOTHER SKIRMISH IN 
RADIO PATENTS WAR 


Wilmington, Del., May 13. 
Universal Broadcasting took it 
where it hurts when Judge Hugh M. 
Morris ruled that RCA, American 
Telephone and Telegraph, and De 
Forrest Radio Co. are entitled to an 
injunction and accounting of dam- 


ages in Federal Court here last 
week, 
Decision may be the death blow 


to a proposed chain of 100 radio 
stations sponsored by Universal. 
If backed by higker courts, it 
means that no other stations will 
be able to use the vital amplifying 
principle without being indirectly 
controlled by RCA and the electric. 
DeForest figures only as the holder 
of the patents, priority of which is 
upheld in the decision. Rights have 
been leased to RCA and A. T. & T. 

After the decision was handed 
down, Universal posted bail with 
the declared intention of going 
ahead with the 100 radio stations, 
which they hold cannot be operated 
without use of the patent. Next 
move will probably be to carry the 
suit to the Circuit Court in Phila- 
delphia. 

The suit, one of the most com- 
plicated that ever hit the calendar 
here, is the climax of a long period 
of litigation, with the DeForest po- 
sition never entirely clear. It was 
not until the present suit reached 
the open court stage that DeForest 
came out definitely against Uni- 
versal, 


WGN Never Pancakes 


Chicago, May 13. 
WGN, Chicago “Tribune's” sta- 
tion, is broadcasting that it at no 
time uses mechanical music. Prac- 
tically every station excluding this 
one resorts to pancakes during 
morning broadcasts. 
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| IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


E Featuring 
“RED STANLEY” ane PHIL SAXE 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 





FROM DETRO oa 
JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


THE PLANTATION 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


























| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at the 


HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 


San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 


[PAUL WHITEMAN 


And His Greater Orchestra 
ALSO 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 
Personal KRep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 














| California Collegians, Inc. | 


NOW Featured in 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
and 
Don Dickerman’s Daffydil 
New York City 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 


Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 











Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


| B. A. ROLFE <| 
Radio’s Premier Conductor 


Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 


|Ray Walker’s Radiolians | 














OFF LOCAL BROADCASTS 


Coast Studios Rejecting all Requests 
for Stars Unless on Hook-up 








Hollywood, May 13. 
Major film studios are snubbing 
requests to have their stars appear 
on purely local radio broadcasts. 
Studios figure the public is getting 





| 











with DALY and MASON 
and SAM FLETCHER’S REVUE 


SECOND YEAR AT 


HAMILTON CHATEAU 
NORTH BERGEN, N. J. 





4 in on Casanova 


Opening tomorrow (Thursday) 
night the Casanova Roof will have 
four ends on division of the net. 

They are John and Christo, Al 
Goldman and Louis Zelute. 





|} casts are the only ones that 
| anything to the player. 


| tired of 


having the screen names 
go ga-ga on every new store that 
opens, or the old ones that are 
having sales. 

From three to five requests come 
in daily to each studio for the stars 
to do something. National broad- 
mean 

One film firm recently sent a con- 
tract player to gag it up on a pro- 
gram from a station operated by a 
local newspaper. Studio figured on 
a publicity break, but the sheet 
never gave the player a line. 


DEPT. JUSTICE SEEMS 
IN HOLE OVER RADIO 


Washington, May 13. 

Department of Justice looks to be 
in a hole. Congress has put the 
department in it. That section of 
Congress directly responsible is the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee and the Senator back of it 
is the committee’s chairman, James 
Couzens (R), of Michigan. 

Senator Couzens has brought this 
about by demanding action from the 
department on the merging of the 
radio interests. Published reports 
on that merging have roused the ire 
of the Senator. He has reached the 
point where a soft answer will not 
turn away his wrath. 

Previously John Lord O’Brien, 
assistant to the Attorney General, 
had gotten out from under with the 
statement that “the department is 
working on the case.” At his last 
appearance O’Brien went a little bit 
farther, even to the extent of mak- 
ing a sort of confession, when he 
informed the Senate committee the 

(Continued on page 76) 











Commission Rebuked 


Washington, May 13. 

Radio Commission, which has 
been ruling things with an arbitrary 
hand and causing the broadcasters 
plenty of grief, got it the other way 
in the first adverse Federal court 
decision wherein its members were 
strongly told that they had over- 
stepped their authority plenty. 

WGBS, New York, was the station 
involved. Management had secured 
a stay order against the commis- 
sion which that body proceeded to 
ignore. The station plans to become 
the nucleus of a third chain. 

Court instructed the commission 
to pay attention to its orders in the 
future and ordered an opposition 
station placed on the contested wave 
length off the air. 








YACHT CLUB BOYS 


(With ANN GREENWAY) 

Chick Endor, Billy Mann (Red), 
George Walsh and Jimmy Kearn are 
the Yacht Club’ Boys, opening 
Wednesday at the Salon Royale on 
West 58th street (old Tex Guinan 
joint). This is the versatile singing 
and playing quartet that captured 
the town when opening with the 
Yacht Club on West 45th street. For 
years and up to now they have been 
favorites, even when separated. A 
couple of the boys had a run of 14 
months in a London musical smash. 

Tommy Purcell is the single one 
missing. He is replaced by Kearn, 
youngster, but very pleasant with a 
pleasing voice he is wiling to use at 
all times. Chick, George and Billy 
looked for Tommy for weeks, but 
could not locate him. Last heard of 
he was with the Adler Trio in Buf- 
falo. Tommy was a strong member 


him, although young Kearn stands 
aces with the other boys. 

To those who know the Yacht 
Club Boys they are a habit, like the 
Durante bunch, in a different way. 
Those who don’t should see the 
Yachters. Having played the class 
and the sawdust, this foursome is at 
home in either. And the Salon Roy- 
ale is pretty fancy with a $4 week- 
night couvert in these days of take 
it off. 

The boys all look well and young- 
er than ever. They are doubling 
from a dinner place on the east side, 
under the same management. It 
gives them a stretch of work from 
7:30 at night until 5 a. m., as the 
Salon is in a hotel and an all- night 
place, that is also a late hangout. 

Only other floor entertainer is Ann 
Greenway, she of the brunet brigade, 
who sings as nicely as she looks on 
the floor. Miss Greenway paces her 
numbers, handling each well, with a 
coupie of pips lyrically. Among the 





of the originals, and his pals miss | 





(Continued on page 79) j 


Along the Coast 


By Bill 


Swigart 





7 
+> 





Over-Production! 


According to music house 
vets there are 800% more songs 
in publication now than there 
were two years ago at the cor- 
responding time, 

Around 1,200 numbers more 
or less “current.’ 

















The Air Line 


By Mark Vance 





Some of the air commercials are 
dying through their sing-song repe- 
tition. 

Two most palpable offenders are 
the Littmann Hour on WABC and 
the Ohrbach period on WMCA. And 
it’s understood that both Littmann 
and Ohrbach expend a pretty penny 
on air plugging, yet the insistence 
of the participating soloists to do the 
same old numbers over and over 
must be driving the dialers away 
instead of having the number in- 
creased, 

A glaring example of this number 
repetition is Helen Richards with 
Littmann. Her voice, of course, 
seems best suited for the blues and 
lowdowns, yet she has several songs 
that she runs for a curve. One is 
“St. Louis Blues.” This is a popular 
number, but as a steady diet it’s too 
binding. 


Paul Whiteman Adieu 


There were no fireworks of any 
kind on the getaway program by 
Paul Whiteman for the Old Gold 
hour. Seems that Whiteman and 
band devoted the last program as 
though it were all in a day’s work. 
Program along the usual topical 

(Continued on page 76) 








Pittsb’g Road House 
Grabs De Luxers’ Band 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 

Looks like biggest road-house 
season around here this summer 
in years. No less than five cover- 
charge places to makeebid for trade. 

Willows opens March 24 with 
Bernie Cummings and Jan Garber 
starts season at Eddie Klein’s Villa 
next Saturday. Dells to have Etzi 
Covato, with name bands alternately 
featured at Plantation. Enright 
stage band, with local rep and laid 
off during summer while house goes 
straight pictures, will move intact 
into Saunders Inn and downtown 
Show Boat is also to make play 
for summer trade, retaining Dewey 
Bergman’s band and putting in big 
girl revue. 

Cover at all spots $1 week-nights 
and $1.50 on wntereaye. 


Radio Ban by Texas 
B. B. League Dropped 


- Dallas, May 13. 

Club owners of Texas League 
(baseball) voted to continue an- 
nouncing of games by radio, follow- 
ing decision last winter at Hous- 
ton to ban the “free” fans. 

Was hard lick to radio stations 
in Texas, because most listeners 
during the het season are baseball- 
ers, so stations promptly organized 
opposish sentiment to club owners. 


Tex Again on the Road 


Texas Guinan is again becoming 
the star attraction of a roadhouse 
at Castillian Gardens on the Pelham 
road. 

She will open there May 21 with 
her group of girls in the floor show 
on a percentage basis. 

Tex's share will be 50% of the net 
profit of the place, with a probable 
heavy cut in on the coveurs. Latter 
will be $2 on week nights and $3 on 
week-ends. 

At present the Castillian is minus 
a couver charge. 

Tex’s indef engagement at the 
roadhouse ruins the story she is 
going to Europe this summer. 











Hollywood, May 9. 
Arrival this week of Jerome 
Kern, who will collaborate with Otto 
Harbach on an original screen op- 
eretta for First National, has in- 
;creased the Warner group of com- 


/ ¢ P ar ‘ 
| posers to 21 writers comprising 13 





jteams. Two of these teams, Wolfe 
Gilbert and Abel Baer, and De 
Sylva, Brown and Henderson, are 
| loaned to outside producers. Rog- 


;ers and Hart, and Louis, Young and 


| Warren are due here any day to 
|write original scores and stories, 
Teams already working for War- 
ners are Sigmund Romberg-Oscar 
Straus, 2d, Jerome Kern-Otto Har- 


hach, Fred Ahlert-Roy Turk, Al 
Bryan-Eddie Ward, Jerome, Berg 
and Ruby; Stept and Green; Dubin 


and Burke; Mitchell, Gottler and 
Meyer; Lew Pollock and Mort 
Dixon. 


In the scoring and arranging de- 
partment for both Warners and 
First National, under direction of 
Erno Rapee, are Leo Forbstein and 
Lew Silvers, musical directors. The 
arrangers, including assistants and 
librarians, nummber more than 25, 
while the average total number of 
singers and musicians hired daily 
exceed 250. Music in all its phases 

(Continued on page 76) 


OLD GOLD’S HOUR OFF, 
COST OF $1,000,000 


Despite reports of successors to 
Paul Whiteman on the Old Gold 
radio hour, it is understood that 
that hour has been abandoned by 
the cigaret people. 

Whiteman played it once weekly 
for an hour at an average salary 
of $5,000 per week for 16 months. 
Whiteman’s gross amount from Old 
Gold was $350,000. With station 
charges, etc., the broadcasting for 
the period cost Old Gold over 
$1,000,000. 


Dallas’ Big Station 


Dallas, May 13. 
WFAA (Dallas News) opened new 








50,000 watt Saturday, May 10, 
largest broadcasting station in 
south. Located 18 miles north of 
town, near Grapevine, Tex. Has 


two 300-foot towers, 700 feet apart, 
RCA equipped. 

Tom Kennedy, R-K-O announcer, 
m. c. for inaugural program fure 
nished by Majestic (Interstate). 

Plant estimated cost near $200,000, 














A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


———— East ef Broadway ———s 





TO THE LADIES! 
Here's a gracious salute to 
BOBBIE GRICE 
and the 
FOURTEEN BRICKTOPS 


These vivacious redheads have 
been acclaimed by public and 
press for their musicianship and 
versatility. Their ~~ 
or ey 


too, is to be applauded 
never overlook an opportunity to 
play 
“THE MOON IS LOW” 
“BLUE IS THE NIGHT” 
“WHEN I'M LOOKING 











A SPRING CONCERT: “Spring 


“Spring 
PARAMOUNT-PUBL Ix HOUR 





JESSE CRAWFORD 


ORGANIST, PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK 


WITH MRS. JESSE CRAWFORD AT THE SECOND CONSOLE 
Song, ” 
“‘Rustle of Spring,” “Telling It to the Daisies,” “Springtime in the Rockies,” 
Beautifal Spring’ 

(Columbia Dreadcasting System) 
Victor Records 


“Tell Her in the Springtime,” 
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Big Business Grabs 


To Exploit Pro 


cls i | 


ducts, Auto Shows 


' 
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Chicago, May 13. |} 
All Ringling circuses, except the 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey, will 
earry exhibits of automobiles with- 
month. Even the I 
B. outfit will capitulate by 
July. Sells-Floto Ford | 
display in June under a 
60x40 top. John Robinson 
for a Chrysler display, with Robin- 
gon & H. W. carrying some display 
of the General Motors Co. All will 
wse special tops. } 
American Circus Industrial Corp. 


possible t 


in a 
B. & 


,’ 
! 
| 
} 


puts on a 


special 


is set 


was formed and signed coniracts 
with General Motors, Ford and 
Chrysler. Is also negotiating with 


the city of Los Angeles to carry a 


gpecial display of California on 
some circus. 

Both Rubin Gruberg carnivals 
and the Johnny J. Jones show have 
also contracted to have motor car 
ehows on the lot each week. Motor 
companies are paying from $30,000 
to $50,000 for the deal, and figure 


it cheap advertising. 

Idea started on the Robbins Bros. 
Circus last year when the General } 
Motors Corp. installed a_ special 
tent and exhibit of the Chevrolet. 
This year this exhibit was placed 
on the “101 Ranch,” with Zack 
Miller getting $30,000 from G. M. C. 

Circus supplies the tent, with the 
automobile manufacturer supplying 
100 one-sheets, 15 three-sheets and 
10 twenty-four sheet stands, which 
are posted by circus billposters. In 


each town local dealker supplies 

ears, salesmen, ete. for display, 
with circus erecting tent. 
Savior for Shows 

Big manufacturers are reported | 

enthusiastic about the new idea, 


with John Ringling claiming this 
sort of industrialism will save the 
day and put money into the treas- 
wry. The three major carnivals 
contracted welcomed the idea. 

Season of 1931 the idea to be! 
enlarged upon, with car manufac- 
turers having regular banner dis¢r 
play, as in side shows, and lights 
at night. <All contracts signed for 
1931 call for this sort of exhibits, 
with distinct clauses calling for the 
best midway location. 


is 


j May 13, Atkinson, Neb.; 14, Spencer; 
Amarillo, Texas, May 13. 15, Geddes, So. Dak.; 16, Platte; 127, 
G L 9 iva) h last Armour: 19, Tyndall; 20, Parkston; 21, 
eo. oos carnival, ere as Scotland: 22, Centerville; 23, Parker; 
week, is endeavoring to interest | 24, Salem. 
merchants or manufacturers in Sells- Floto 


midway «xhibits. Effort being made 
because of the bad ‘biz. 

Plan is to turn the midway into 
@ commercial ‘exhibit, with occa- 
sional shows between; industrial 
exhibitors paying for space and 
getting benefit of show advertising. 





Chicago, May 13. 
Advertising banners, both on cir- 
cuses and carnivals, are having 
their biggest year, despite the bad 

biz the outdoor world is getting. 
Generally a tough end to handle, 
this season’s receipts, ‘so far, are 
away ahead of last year. Circuses, 
especially, are getting a big play 
from all classes of merchants, who 
like to see their name flutter under ! 
the big tops, or go down the street 
on the side of an elephant or camel 


Chi. Whippet Rivals 
Chicago, May 13. 

Chicago Stadium will have a 
problem on its hands about the last 
of June unless @og racing, set for 
May 15, goes over. 

Officials at the Stadium have been 
used as the goat by promotors of 
dog racing here. These have prom-; 
ised they will not open indoor 
tracks, if the outdoor dog men say 
no. Injunctions are being sought 
as a matter of form, with the Stad- 
ium taking the rap from the public 
and ministers. Outside tracks, such 
as Hawthorne, do not want indoor 
racing. They have agreed it is O. 
K. ‘in the fall, but not during the 
outdoor season. 

If permission should be given, 
Coliseum will also open at the same 
time with a track in opposition to 
Stadium. Track at Stadium would 
cost about $8,000 and $1,560 at the 
Coliseum. 





Home Town Gross Off 


Chicago, May 
John Robinson Cincinnati 
engagement fell $3,600 bvehind that | 
of last year. | 
Circus is a favorite in the town 
being the home of old John Robin- 
but despite this biz slipped. 


+9 
sv 


eireus 


son; 
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Three Penna. Fireworks 
Closed by Labor Dept. 


Harrisburg, May 13 | 
Three fireworks plants in Ph; 

mouth township, Montgomery coun- 
ty, have been closed by order of 
Secretary Peter Glick, of the De- | 
partment of Labor, as a result of | 
a survey by the State of the fire 
works industry. This survey was 
made following the disaster at the 
| Devon fireworks plant, near Phila- 


delphia, when 10 persons were kill- 
ed and 16 injured. 
There are half a dozen other fire- 


plants closed included Great Novel- | 


works plants in the State and these, 
too, will be closed unless safe, the 
department has announced. The 


ty Fireworks Co., the B. and N.|! 

Fireworks Co., and the Belle Fire- 

works Co. | 
Miller Ranch for Oil Co. | 
, Ponca City, Okla., May 13. 
The 101 ranch land and plant | 


here, owned by Zack Miller, is re- 
ported to have been taken over by 
the Texaco Oil Co. 

Price not known, although it 
understood the oil company held a 
mortgage on the spot, one of the 
show places of the state. j 


| 


is 





Ci | 
101 Ranch | 
May 12 to 17, Philadelphia, Pa.; 19, 
Scranton, Pa.; 20, Wilkes-Barre; 21, Easton; 
22, Allentown; 23, Pottstown; 24, Norris- | 
town; 26, Wilmington, De}. ! 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 

May 12. Mattoon, Iil.: 138, Litchfield: 14, 
Jacksonville; 15, Macomb; 16, Rock Island; | 


17, Galesburg. : 
John Robinson 


May 12, Fairmont, W. Va.; 13, Morgan- 
town: 14, Uniontown, Pa.: 15, Waynesburg; 
16, Charlerei; 17, Greenburg; 19, Steuben- 
ville, 

Al G. Barnes 

May 5, Susanville, Calif; 16, Alturas, 
Calif; 17, Klamath Falls, Ore.; 18, Mon- 
tague, Calif; 19, Medford, Ore.: 20, Rose- 
burg; 21, Eugent; 22, Marsbfield; 23, 
Corvallis; 24, Salem; 26, Portland, Ore. 

Gentry Bros. 

May 12, Lebanon, Ind.; 13, Crawfords- 

ville; 14, Tipton; 15, Elwood; 16, Alexan- 


Hartford City 


Schell Bros. 


dria; 17, 


May 12, Columbus, Ohio; 13, Mansfield; 
14, Lima; 15, Toledo; 1€-17, Cleveland; 19- 


20, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


For Current Week (May 12) When 
Not Otherwise Indicated 


Alabama, Clay, Ky. 
Anderson-S., Wray, Colo. 
Artdick, Port Chester, N. Y. 
Great American, Paducah, Ky. 
B. & B., Beckley, W. Va. . 
Bach, Utica, N. Y. 
Barker, Mountain Grove, 
Barnhart, Ft. Dodge, Ja. 
Bernardi, Camden, N. J. 
Blotner, Malden, Mass. 
Brundage, Streator, i} 
Barkoot, Alexandria, La. 
Capital, Northfield, Minn. 
Charles, Rockymount, Va 
Coe, Versailles, Ky 19, I 
Coleman, Hartford, Conn. 
Cronin, Lorain, O. 
Cetlin-W., Hyattsv 
Dixie, Bemis, Tenn 
Dodson, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Douglaée, South Hill, Va. 
Drew's, Malden, Mass. 
Fleming, Aurora, I). 
Francis, Independence, 
Scott, Kan. 
Gerard's, NYC. 
Great Lakes, Rochester. N. Y. 
Greenburg, Needles, Calif. 
Grubere’s, Philadelphia. 
Gibbs, Augusta, Kan. 
Hofftner, Pekin, Il. 
Howerd, Huntington, W. Va. 
Heller's, N. Arlington, N. J. 
Isler, Pittsburgh, Kan.; 19, 
Kan. 
Jones, Harrisborre 
Joyland, Pocatello, 
Keystone, Petrolia, Pa. 
LaVern’s, Estevan, Saek 
Leggette, Lake Charles, 
Lone Star, Clarksville, 
Lachman's, Parsons 
City... Mo. 
McClellan, 
Mc Mahon 
Melville, Clifton, 
N. J 





Carniv 


Ark. 


#xington, Ky. 


ile, Mad. 


Kan.; 19, Fort 


Emporia 


Pa 
Idaho, 


Can. 
La 
Texas 
Kan.; 19, Kaneas 
Ind. 
Kan 
J.; 


Rernalillo, N. M 
New Rochelle 


Vincennes, 
Marysville 
N. 1% Bloomfie'd 
; Miller 


Monarch-Expo., N. Y. 





Morris-., Amarillo, Texas 
Northwest, Lawiston, Idaho. 
Page, Logan, W. Va. 
Poole, Paris, Texas | 
Penn., Nanticoke, Pa 
Pacific-States, Waleenburgm Cal 
Rubin-Cherry. Portsmouth. 0. 
Royal American, Joliet hhh. 
Rice Harrisburg, I! 
Rice-Dorman. Arkansas ity, Kar 19, 
Hut nson, Kar 

Sheesle Will I Pa 
Siehrard Sieux Fal = I> 
Snodgras Anderson, Me 

I's, Marjor Ind 

therr Rocheete ~~ = 
Steffen’s, Tracy, 4 f ) 
=toneman’a, Nekoc Wie. 
“i nect Mintor Ind 
Tevyae-K.'s, Johnsor mar i 
Wolf. Rochester. Mins 
Wurld Maryevill F 
Wortham’s. Peoria. ! 
Zeiger, Alturas, Ca. f i 


~-e eee ewer errr rrre 





ROBBINS BROS. 


(Circus) 
Joliet, T)., May 10. 
“Robbins Bros., Circus ain't ever 





see naughty writing on, and the 
Punch and Judy whistle, all for 15 
cents. He only sells eight at one 
time but he sells ’em. 

“Viola” uses a couple of pythons 
for dance partners, and tries to sell 
some of the Indian beads to thé boys 
interested. 3efore the crowd gets 


around to the Indian stand again a'! 


kid has trotted the beads across 
the tent back to the Indian, so the 
natives get a double chance at 
beads, just in case they like them. 
baby whale is also on exhibit. 
This with a couple of Highlanders, 
an Albino and a mitt reader, make 
up the side show. 

The Robbins Bros. circus is one 
of the few circuses parading today. 
One reason they parade is that the 
champion balloon-seller of the world 
works on the show. He lets his 
finger nail grow long. When he 
steps before a bunch of kids, bal- 
loons plep all around. Kids holler 
and mama or dad thinks it’s for a 
balloon. This bright salesman keeps 
two strong-lunged men in an alley 
just blowing up balloons so he won't 
run short of stock. The parade 
also features an eight horse team. 
It’s a pretty sight to watch the nags 
round a hilly corner. 

Leaving out the weakness to lean 
to easy money, the Robbins Bros. 
circus is class on the performan:e. 
Everyone doubles and triples and 
quadruples to cut down the nut. 
Yet the performance clicks. 

The opening spec, “Mother 
Goose,” instead of being juet a 
walk around of fancy costumes, 
brings out al] the story-book char- 
acters who act their part and 
please. Even several colored can- 
vas men, in grass skirts, do a song 
and dance. Both kids and adults 
enjoy it. 3uck Owens, who claims 
he is a reformed picture star, fol- 
lows with cowboy feats. Another 
ace is Teofilo Calvo, on a slack 
wire, without balancing pole, 40 
feet in the air. The boy does a 
head stand and other features that 
will probably push him over to the 
tingling shows if scouts get about. 
Cliff Gregg does the “Human Can- 
non Ball’ act. Last season on the 
S-F outfit. Still a sensation 
Mickey King tries an endurance 
roll-up and there are the Concelle 
Troupe, the Riding Willards, Kato 
Japanese troupe of five, who ap- 
pear many times in as many acts: 
Smith’s dogs, Walter Powell wire 
act, 10 elephants and plenty of fill- 
ers of standard acts and plenty of 
concert announcements. In fact, 
after about the third number, every 
other intermission you hear what 


4a 


you can buy for two bits if you 
stay. 

One thing about the Robbins 
Bros. circus. They have a fine look- 
ing bunch of femmes. Also a good 
band and an excellent banner 
solicitor. He had banners on all 


the camels, bulls and wagons in the 
parade. Neat, clean, snappy out- 
fit, with everything modern, wel 
painted and new throughout. They 
even have an attraction on the 
midway called “Gangland” and run 
by a man named “Peggy Poole,” 
who rests his chin on his palm 
a nonchalant position, while an- 
nouncing. He spiels, “if you want 
to see modern life, step inside 


Fred Buchannan is also the best 
tobacco chawer in the midwest. Anj| 
act the public doesn't see is the 
garter snake number. When any of 
|; these varmints crawl about the lot | 
where Buchannan is achawing, he 
Spits into the snake’s right eye and 
the snake flips his white belly up 
ana dies, 


RINGLING-B. B. AND ‘101’| 


DAY APART IN A. CITY 


the regular territory, the midwest, 
throughout the season. 

J. D. Newman, who was general 
agent of the trick for a couple of 
weeks, laid out a reute of Eastern 
towns, but when he was taken over 


by John Ringling, the schedule was 


; tossed. This will put the outfit in 
Gary, Ind. about May 24. 
Acts Just Arrived 

Everything’s not fully set with 


the under tent tour of the Ringling- 
B. & B. show and a number of 
changes of the acts will be made 
when the showW plays Philadelphia. 

These come under the heading of 
“novelty acts” which were unable 
to reach New York until this week. 
All European importations. 








Christy Bros. Routing 
Chicago, May 13. 
Christy Bros.’ circus is switching 
its route so fast and suddenly, look- 
ing for good spots, that no route 
ecards are being issued. 
Show has had few winning days. 





Christy Beat Tax 
Denver, May 13. 
When showing at Cheyenne, Wyo., 
last week, Christy Brothers’ Circus 
refused to pay the tax of $100 for 
one performance or $150 for two 
shows, and pitched their tents out 
of town a short distance. 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Robbins Bros. circus down to 
% cars this season, instead of 30 as 
last year. 


fs 


101 Ranch seats 12,000 people this 
season with new spread of seats. 





J. D. (Chameleon Jake) Newman 
is now working for the Ringling in- 
terests. Newman's job last week 
was ¢g. a. of the Robbins Bros. cir- 
cus. Week before he held a some- 
what similar position for the 101 
show. 

Louie Chase, former circus man- 
ager for the American Circus Corp., 
is now farming in lowa, 





Talk of making the Showmen’s 
League.in Chi also a press club by 
admitting all scribes. Reason, no 





present Press Club. 

Myer Harris, former carnival 
showman who retired several years 
azo, will do a comeback this sea- 
son by operating an illusion place 
at Coney Island, N. Y. 


in | 


hockey team, in Chicago and hot 
over the dog race question, 

Stadium here made a big beef 
| ove r the amount of water the herd | 
of 23 elephants drank while show 
ing in the building After the $20 a 

| day auditors figured for two da 


| — . 
a bill was rendered to S-F circus for 


b $2.70. 


WEATHER HELPS 
RED’ CIRCUSES 


Nearly every circus on the road 
was in the red for the season so far 
bef the } weather starting 10 
‘ gi < oO } 1 them 
‘ it 

But one winner w norted of 
the Ringling grou t the 
, Ringling-Barnum ci I other 
ifive Ringling shows were ported 
losing steadily wi one ol twe 
playing to terrible bu 

Same reports have een ming 
in about the independent group of 
tent shows already on their travels, 


LEGION BANS CARNIVALS 
WITHIN CHICAGO AREA 


zoing to go broke. And it, ain't : . 
: : . Atlantic City, May 13. 
going be run outa business by Ring- 
line. either.” , A battle between the Ringling- 
Fred Buchannan says 80. He| Barnum & Bailey Circus and the 
} } ze 
means it. +101 Ranch” may come to a show- 
“Understand we ain't working like | dow n here the end of this month 
in the old days. Hell no! A guyj}when these amusement enterprises 
}has to go slow But the way Ijare scheduled to perform on su 
got It doped we can get somet! £ ai Bot! ( uy atior 
from eve fourth customer who go¢ ve been sparring [ft aa o 
+ F the stile Ever if ww, on . me ro tes ov nie one 
ost letime the othe gain € 
ee SO da like now in bac é } 
fadvantage 
we s make money | It appears now t! the 101 
And so the boys, with the tle Ranch” has been worsted in the 
kevysters hanging in front of é At City date The ranch out 
and selling “the best reserved seat fit applied for a permit to show 
in the house,” still work. here Ma 31. and the issuance was 
= , . " | $y hewante Several ek s 
rhe side show has the finest ex- ,*G@ J@ absoa! = , wee 
: tingling-B.-B. aske to show 
hibit of a tattooed man that ever later Ringling-B.-t ets : 
z : Sa on May 30 and a permit was 
bared himself to the public. The | ’ : 
t , promptly granted. 
oy really ought to be hanging in} since then the home amusement 
the Art Institute in Chicago, he's} enterprises have complained that it 
that beautiful. He’s one of the 12! was bad enough to have one circus 
| exhibits that it costs two bits to} tak« he crowd off the streets | 
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ne lecturer of the sideshow also i isin ef the Graanination claim, 
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| WIDE OPEN CELEBRATION 


Ely, Nevada, OK’s 4-Day Gambling 
$15,000 for Acts 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Fox West Coast Fair department 
| has contracted to supply the enter- 
| tainment for the Lincoln Highway 
} Celebration at Ely, Nev., June 4-7, 


Fanchon and Marco's “Gyp, Gyp, 
Gyr vy” until will be featured, with 
other outdoor acts filling in. W-C 


has recéived a guarantee of $15,000 
for the engagement. Talent will 
travel from here to Ely in a fleet of 
busses. 

Ely will be wide open for the four 
days. All gambling equipment is 
okay, with the player being paid 
off in script, which the Celebration 
will cash, 


Duck-Bills Gold Mine 


Chicago, May. 13. 
Duck-Bill troupe, according to 
John Ringling, is rolling up the big 
biz for the Ringling, Barnum & 
Bailey circus. Report is that in 
New York over 90 percerit of the 
circus-goers talked about the freaks 


and gave them word-of-mouth ad- 
vertising. 
All R., B. & B. billing, for the 


balance of the season, will feature 
this attraction, with other headlines 
subordinated. 


Stadium Backers Out 


Chicago, May 13. 








Tom Dugan, owner of Montreal | 


Clement 


| Studebaker, holder of 
| $350,000 wor 


‘th of Chicago Stadium 
|} shares and Vincent Bendix, both 
|; directors in the building has re- 
' signed, due to the Stadium trying to 
install dog races, 

Resignation leaves the building in 
a still more deplorable shape, with 
no strong names or friends, and in- 
creasing its problems. 


ee ES 


Bandits “Take” Circus 


Keokuk, Ia., May 13. 


Using a machine gun, a tric of 
boys here last week, took $1,600 
from the Robbins’ Bros. circus 
ticket wagon after the night show. 
| Bandits refused to listen to Fred 
' Buchannan, owner of the show, and 
his plea of a tough season. 








Frank Braden has replaced Floyd 
tell with Ringling-Barnum. Bed) 
goes with Publix. 


} 





John Ringling and Geo. Meighan 
are making a_ tovr of all the 
Ringling owned circuses, 











AMUSEMENT PARK 
Butler County, Pa. 


les north of Pittsburgh. 
amusement facilitie 
children's 
sites: dancing 
swimming pool 
Water. Unusual 
comy e details an 
te or wire 


pire Brokers, 152 W. 42d | , N.Y. 


28 mm 
plete 


cour 


Com- 
fennie 
playgrounds; 
pavilion; 
with Ar- 
opportunity. 
1 inepection 


s 
ping 


rete 


Cal 
ne 
tesian 


Por 


co 


Km 





























One EE 








Ri cE i AR tn 





eer wert 


atten Dae? at a ieee 








| 
i | 
A 

| 














VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 14, 1930 











ms Obituary 





CHARLES S. GILPIN 


Charles S. Gilpin, 51, Negro actor, 


died May 6 at his home in Eld- 
redge Park, N. J., where he had 
been living in retirement in hope 


health, following 
Woodstock, N. Y., 


of benefiting his 


a reakdown in 


vhere he was playing stock about 
a year ago when he lost his voice. 
Mr. Gilpin had appeared in aj} 
number of plays, but his gereatest | 
success was in the title role of “Em- 
peror Jones,’ the Eugene O'Neill 
play, which brought him interna 
tional fame He was regarded as} 
one of the foremost of all colored 
character actors and in 1921 the 


len ema ar : ite colacti 
Drama League, in its selection of 


the 10 persons who had contributed 


the most to the theatre for that 
year, chose Gilpin. The honor 
caused considerable discussion and 


both the League and Gilpin suffered 
keen embarrassment. 

When John Drinkwater'’s “Abra- 
ham Lincoln” was produced on 
Broadway Gilpin was cast as Will- 
iam Curtis and remained with the 
show throughout its New York run. 

The Provincetown Players in No- 


vember, 1920, at the Neighborhood 


In Memoriam 


FRANK P. MURPHY 


Gone But Not Forgotten by His Wife 


FRANKIE LA MARCHE 


He gave the best years of his life to 
comfort the late Ben Welch. 





theatre in New York produced “Em- 
peror Jones.” As Brutus Jones, the 
Pullman porter made King, Gilpin 
achieved a great triumph, 

Gilpin was accredited with writ- 
ing a number of plays including 
“Her Other Husband,” “Matrimony 
and Insurance” and “Listen Dearie.” 

He had been starred in a num- 
ber of colored cast pictures (silents) 
and had made many phonograph 
records. 

A nervous breakdown last June 
resulted in his buying a little place 
in Trenton where he and his wife, 
who survives, engaged in poultry 
raising. His widow is Alice 
Bynum, former actress who gave up 
the stage to be constantly with her 
husband. A son, Paul W. Gilpin, 
also survives and lives in Philadel- 
phia, 

t appeared a strange trick of 
fate but just before he became so 
critical his voice returned as mys- 
teriously as it had left him and he 
was singing as of old although his 
condition had become enfeebled. 


WILLIAM CRESSY 

William Cressy, 65, who with his 
wife, Blanche Dayne, who survives, 
formed one of the oldest of vaude 
sketch teams, appearing in numer- 
ous bucolic skits all authored by 
Cressy, died May 7, in St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. Mr. Cressy two months 
ago had suffered a severe heart at- 
tack from which he never recovered. 

Will Cressy was best known for 
his droll characterization of the old 
tube, a country type he started 
showing to New York around 1906. 
Year after year Cressy and Dayne, 
as their act was known, would play 
and replay the then Keith theatres, 
although in later years the changing 
of vaude saw their retirement. 

The last time that Cressy and 
Dayne were covered in Variety’s 
New Acts file was in 1922 when they 
appeared in “Without a Will There's 
a Way.” Among other familiar 
Cressy and Dayne rural skits were 
“A City Case,” “Wyoming Whoop,” 
“One Night Only” and “The Man 
Who Remembered.” 

When the war broke out Cressy 
went overseas as a “Y” entertainer 
and when he returned he wore the 
“Y" uniform on the stage. Follow- 
ing his act with Miss Dayne he 
would appear in “one” for a talk 
on his experiences overseas with 
the A, E. F. He appeared in his 
war monolog at the Palace, New 
York, in 1919. 

The body was cremated and the 
ashes taken to Bradford, N. H., for 
placement in the vault there. 


GEORGE ROBERTS 
(English) 


George Roberts, 85, actor and 
playwright, died in poverty in a 
London infirmary April 25, many 


months after fracturing a leg in a 
fall. In addition to being an actor 
of heavy roles, he was a prolific 
writer of full-blooded melodrama. 
His best known plays were “My 
Wife,” “The Forger,” “The King's 
Highway,” “Crowded Hours,” and a 


music hall sketch, “Dick Turpin,” 
which toured for 12 years. 

Mr. Roberts managed the Alham- 
bra, London, for seven years, where 


| 
| he produced spectacular ballets, and 
| 
| 
| 


American Legion Post by reason o1 
having served overseas with the A. 
E. F. with the New York regiment, 
5ist Pioneers (infantry). 

In vaude he was known as the 
“Pied Piper of the A. E. F.” Dur- 
ing the war he did considerable en- 
tertaining for the American troops 
in France. 


Remains were cremated at Fresh 


Pond, N. Y., and the ashes will be 
placed in Arlington Cemetery, 
Washington, at the request of his 
widow, who survives. 








WILLIAM J. FERGUSON 

William J. Ferguson, 85, last sur- 
viving member of the “Our Ameri- 
can Cousin” cast that played at 
Ford's, Washington, night of Presi- 
dent Lincoln’s assassination, died 
at the home of his nephew at Pikes- 
ville, near Baltimore, May 4. 

Mr. Ferguson, a member of the 
original “Charley’s Aunt,” had 
played with Mansfield, Modjeska 
and Robert Mantell. He began his 
theatrical career as a call-boy in 
Ford’s, Washington. Mr. Ferguson’s 
last professional engagement was in 
the picture, “The Yosemite Trail.” 
He broke his hip during the film- 
ing of that picture and retired per- 
manently from the stage and screen. 
He was the oldest living member of 
the Lambs’ club. 


HERMAN KAHN 

Herman Kahn, 49, lyric writer, 
died at the American Hopsital, Chi- 
cago, May 6, of concussion of the 
brain following a fall in the street. 
Five sisters and three brothers sur- 
vive. Interment in Chicago. 

Kahn had also done special ma- 
terial for many vaude performers. 
His last song, ‘“‘Eileen, My Colleen,” 
as yet unpublished, is on the Wit- 
mark Black and White catalog for 
fall release, 


LEW HESLIN 
Lew Heslin, 47, who last appeared 
in vaude with the Monarch Comedy 
Four, died May 7 of ulcers of the 
stomach, 
Mr. Heslin had been in Cumber- 
land Hospital for seven weeks and 


In Loving Memory of 
Bob (Roland) Foster 


Beloved husband of Ida Stan- 


hope Foster and brother of Niles 
A. Foster 


Who passed away May 10, 1930. 


had submitted to six transfusions 
in an effort to save his life. He 
had been living with his sister prior 
to his removal to the hospital. 

Two children survive. 


LOUIS AMOROS 

Louis Amoros, 52 (Carlos Ceasoro), 
juggler, died March 11 in New York 
of heart disease. 

Mr. Amoros was a cannon ball 
juggler in vaude many years and 
also toured with Ringling-B. & B. 
circus, 

About 12 years ago Amoros re- 
tired from the profession. 

CHARLES BLAISDELL 

Charles (“Big Bill”) Blaisdell, 56, 
screen comedian, died in Hollywood 
May 10. He worked for Christie five 
years and had just been placed un- 
der contract by Warners. He came 
from vaudeville originally. 

Masonic funeral in Hollywood 
Tuesday (13). 








MRS. KARL EMMY 

Mrs. Karl Emmy, 39, wife of Karl 
Emmy, who has the Emmy dog act 
in vaude, died at her home in Bald- 
win, Long Island, last week. 

For years Mrs. Emmy had trav- 
eled with her husband and had ap- 
peared in his act, 

JULIA IVERS 

Mrs. Julia Ivers, 59, one of the first 

woman directors, died May 7 in 





Hollywood, Cal. At one time she 





directed and supervised for Real 
Art and Paramount. She leaves a 
son, J. C. Van Trees, cameraman, at 
Warner Bros., on the Coast. 





Charles Withers, died May 10 of 


heart trouble in Brooklyn. 


Mother of Charles Sullivan, vice- 
president of Pathe, died May 10 in 
Boston, 





Mrs. May Martrn, mother of Mrs. | 


Father of Arthur Cohen, man- 
| aging director of Famous Players 
Canadian Corp., died May 9. He} 


} had been 
; Dominion 


was also a lessee of the old Sad- | 
ler’s Wells theatre. His last play, 
“The Scarlet Jacket” was based on 
the late war, but owing to the death 
iof his backe never reached the 
ROLAND FOSTER 
| Roland Foster, 42, musician, died 
'in Bellevue Hospital May 10 of 
iremic poisoning. He was known 
lin vaude circle is Bob Foster and | 
was a member of the N. V. A. 





for many years, 
1. A. DEATHS 


the I. A. books since previous 
published in Variety: Napoleon Ar- 
pin, local 159, Portland, Ore.; John 
F. Cunniffe, business agent, No. 334 
New Bedford, Mass.; Thomas Cun- 
ningham, No. 360 Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; 
L. Benjamin Harrison, business 
agent, No. 8, Philadelphia; William 
L. Grimme, No. 16, San Francisco; 
George Veith, No. 366, Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y.; George Schwartz, financial 
secretary-treasurer, No. 10, Buffalo; 
A. B. Lane, No. 350, Meriden, Conn.; 
Wilbur Phillips, 159, Portland, Ore. 





Deaths Abroad 


Paris May 2. 

Gustave Lariviere, 70, French 
journalist, honorary secretary of the 
Paris press syndicate. 

G. Messie, French picture exhibi- 
tor, died at Choisy-le-Roi, near 
Paris. 

Charles Grandmougin, 80, French 
playwright and poet. 

Hugh F. Spender, 56, British jour- 
nalist, correspondent of the “Chris- 
tian Science Monitor” at the 
League of Nations in Geneva, died 
in Florence, Italy, where he was 
touring with his wife. 

Jane Rabutau (Mrs. M. Whitney), 
French actress, who retired from the 
stage some years ago after her 
marriage, died at Menton, France, 
where she was residing. She was 
well known as a member of the 
stock company at the Odeon. 

Marthe Brandes, 71, popular 
French actress, former partner of 
the late Lucien Guitry, died near 
Paris. 

Charles Derennes, 47, French poet, 
died in Paris. 


ALONG THE COAST 


(Continued from page 74) 








comes under the general supervis- 
ion of Bobby Crawford, who is 
leaving for New York May 18. This 
will be Crawford’s final trip east 
this year. 


Toasting Band Leaders 

Jack Robbins, now on the coast 
in the interest of Robbins-M-G-M 
music, is seeing to it that the local 
orchestra leaders become familiar 
with the process of incorporating 
music and songs in M-G pictures. 
The publisher is inviting the orches- 
tra leaders, as guests of the studio, 
and he takes them one by one on a 
tour of the studio grounds, In ad- 
dition to this he will stage an open 
house party at the Roosevelt Hotel 
May 10. It will be an all-night af- 


fair, with breakfast served at 7 
a. m,. 

Ben Berman, western represen- 
tative of De Sylva, Brown & 
Henderson, will throw a_ similar 
party with official opening of the 
new De S., B. & H. music offices, 
now located in the Warner Holly- 
wood theatre building. 





Although Witmark closed its San 
Francisco office last week, Art 
Schwartz, in charge of the Witmark 
Los Angeles office, was ordered on 
a tour of the northern territory as 
far as Vancouver, B. C., in the in- 
terest of stimulating trade for the 
Witmark product. Artie Mehlinger 
is also north on the same mission 
for Harms. 


Heavy Recording Week 


This has been the busiest week 
in the history of the Brunswick 
coast recording laboratories, with 
more than 16 new records made by 
seven musical aggregations. Jesse 
Stafford’s band was transported 
here from San Francisco in a plane, 
made eight recordings, and returned 
to Frisco with only one night lost 
in their stand there. Others mak- 
ing recordings during the week were 
Abe Lyman, Earl Burtnett and the 
Burtnett trio and Charles King. 





Completing the score and num- 
bers for “Madam Satan,” Herbert 
Stothart was handed a new contract 
by M-G. He will remain with the 
organization another six months. 


a police magistrate in the| 
itain of 


| ally fitted for. 





|} have 
The following deaths recorded on | 
list | 


Matter of French Play - 


In Horizontal Colors OK 
In “Captain of Guards” 


Paris, May 2. 
Stein, Universal's 
French head, couldn't see “La Mar- 


Alexandre 


the French national an- 
sung in English, for the 
French distribution, and has de- 
manded a re-make by U. This is 
being done, result of which is “Cap- 
the Guards” (or “La Mar- 
seillaise,” as may be the French 
territorial distribution title) will 

John Boles—or a ghost-voice 
—-warbling the French patriotic 
chant in the native lingo. 

This sets “Captain of the Guards” 
back on the distribution schedule, 
with “All Quiet on the Western 
Front” and Paul Whiteman’s “King 
of Jazz” preceding in that order. 

Stein at first also thought that 
Universal was taking too much his- 
torical liberties, especially with the 
French tri-color of blue-white-red, 
through having the bands of colors 
appear horizontally instead of ver- 
tically, as is the national color 
scheme. However, Stein, although 
a native Frenchman, was in error, 
as the Universal research depart- 
ment had ascertained that the tri- 


seillaise,” 
them, 


color, at the time of the French 
Revolution, was the way as pic- 
tured. Since then, the horizontal 


colors have assumed vertical bands. 
This is something, says Stein, 
which perhaps 80% of the natives 
wouldn’t know about and is bound 
to create discussion and attendant 
publicity. 

Originally, because of the ‘Mar- 
seillaise” not being sung in French 
and this discrepancy, along with 
other minor ones, it looked as if 
the film would be taboo for the best 
territory it should be psychologic- 


DEPT. J. AND RADIO 


(Continued from page 74) 


whole radio situation.was so com- 
plicated he actually didn’t know 
when, or if ever, the department 
would get its investigation into such 
shape as to be ready for any action 
through the courts. 

Climax came Thursday when 
Senator Couzens’ committee called 
O’Brien to testify on the subject in 
a public hearing on that day. 
O’Brien dodged that public hearing 
but did go on the carpet in an ex- 
ecutive session. From reports seep- 
ing through, it developed into quite 
some session. 

After it was over the man in 
charge of enforcing the anti-trust 
laws was so upset he wouldn't talk 
toanyone. The mere mention of the 
subject of radio was like waving a 
red flag in front of the official. 
Finally “Variety’s” reporter dug up 
the publicity dispenser of the de- 
partment, Mr. Dodge, and got this 
statement: 


O’Brien Mum 


“Mr. O’Brien will say nothing 
more on radio. He will deny noth- 
ing nor confirm nothing—in fact, 
he will not discuss radio in any 
manner.” 

No such anchor with Senator 
Couzens. He stated a suit was 
forthcoming “within the next sev- 
eral days.” That he had been prom- 
ised that suit, but the Senator had 
to admit that he didn’t know how 
O’Brien was going to go about it. 
He didn’t know whether it would 
be against the new ramifications 
incident to the coming in of West- 
inghouse and General Electric, or 
just against the Radio Corporation 
of America alone. 

Those claiming to know what 
happened behind the closed doors 
of the committee room have it 
O’Brien was told to bring a suit—or 
else. 

Senator Couzens made public a 
letter from David Saranoff, of 
RCA, utilized Friday by O’Brien to 
explain the department’s inactivity. 

In that letter Saranoff practically 
baited the department. That is 
the evident interpretation Senator 
Couzens put on the letter. RCA’s 
head informed O'Brien the com- 
panies were going right ahead with 
the outlined plan as published, but 


that no deeds. etc., would change 
hands until the department took 
action. 


Most Washington observers see 
the department in a hole and par- 
ticularly O’Brien, who in his deal- 
ings with the picture industry 
wasn’t satisfied to let well enough 
alone, but went ahead and upset 
everything those preceding him in 
the administration of the depart- 
ment had worked out and agreed to. 





REVENUE FROM 
FOREIGN MADES? 


Prague, May 2. 

Film trade is now discussing 
wheather it really pays to invest 
large sums of money for the making 
of typical Czechoslovak silent and 
sound films. With the exception of 
“Colonel Svec,” which pictures the 
activities of the Czechoslovak Lec- 
ions in Russia during the world 
war, the native films have not been 
received with much enthusiasm. 

Gallow’s “Toni,” of the Pracue 
underworld, had only a six week’s 
run in Prague. St. Vaclav, the in- 
teresting Czech ultra-patriotic film 
of the life of one of the first Chris- 
tian rulers of Bohemia, has prove: 
neither a financial nor artistic suc- 
cess. 

Public is still awaiting the pre. 
sentation of the film Slavic melody- 
film based on a Tolstoy novel. : 


London Legit Flop 


(Continued from page 65) 





serious with the outlook that shows 

will depart by wholesale, 

theatres in London dark. 
Last Week’s Estimates 

Prince of Wales—“Journey’s End.” 
marking time until another play is 
ready. 

Globe—“BJ-1" 
night. 

Dominion—“‘Silver Wings” around 
$22,500. 

Prince Edward—‘“Rio Rita,” °9,000 
and flop. One of the heavy losers 
and departs in two weeks. 

Palace—‘‘Heads Up” doing around 
$10,000 and in red. Piece will pay 
its guarantee and fold unless pick- 
ing up promptly, which doesn’t look 
so likely. 

Hippodrome—“The Co-Optimists” 
around $10,000, and about breaking 
even. 

Winter Garden 


leaving 


closing in forte 





Murray-Hulbert’s 


“The House That Jack Built,” 
$11,000 at popular prices, . which 
yields little profit. 

Piccadilly — Laurillard’s “Here 


Comes the Bride,” still profitable at 
$12,000. 

W yndham’s—Edgar Wallace’s “On 
the Spot,” Chicago crime play by 
the world’s most prolific writer, do- 
ing $12,000, virtual capacity. 

Pavilion—Cochran’s revue 
capacity, to $23,500. 

His Majesty’s—‘Bitter Sweet” ap- 
proaching anniversary piece turns 
the year about July 15, still nice 
profit at $20,000. 

Ambassadors—“The Man in Pos- 
session” in small theatre and doing 
capacity. $9,000. 

Drury Lane—“Three Musketeers” 
making splendid showing. $27,500. 

Vaudeville—‘Down Our Street” to 
indifferent returns. 

Comedy—‘‘The 
blah. 

Aldwych—“A Night Like This,” 
steady pace, around $12,000. 

Lyric—‘“Debonair,” flop. $2,500. 

Criterion — Edward Knoblock’'s 
“Mulberry Bush,” poorly. 

Daly’s—“Song of 
around $6,000. 

Duke of York’s—Only fair. 

Gaiety—“Darling, I Love You” 
about $12,500. 

Haymarket—‘First Mrs. Fraser” 
still over $10,000 and rival of “Bit- 
ter Sweet” for long run. Will go 
into summer. 

Queen’s—“The Apple Cart” 
steady to small profit. 

St. James—“Michael and Mary” 
continues mildly profitable. 

St. Martin’s——‘“Honors Easy,” fair. 

Shaftsbury—‘‘The Middle Watch” 
nearing end of long run. 

Victoria Palace—‘“Folies Bergere” 
from Paris’ with modifications; 


did $12,000. 
AIR LINE 


(Continued from page 74) 


lines demanded by the Laurillard 
interests. Whiteman at the mike, 
however, made a little speech of 
thanks and commented that the re- 
lations with OG. 


Just Talk 

Announcers apparently are trying 
for a little color and a little humor, 
yet all they do is just take up time, 
for which some concern is paying 
handsomely. 

One can imagine how much time 
could be saved in the course of 4 
year by stations eliminating entirely 
the superfluous announcements. 





doing 


Silent Witness” 


Sixpence,” 


still 





Heidt’s Singing 


Padlix period tried to cram too 
much into its last program via 
WABC. Seemed a pity that the 


Horace Heidt Californians didn’t do 
more of their musical stuff. Fea- 
tured ensemble singing that came 
over effectively. There may have 
been a reason for stilling the band 
as instrumentalists, but this may 
have been due to the Paul Ash or- 
chestral standouts. 
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Englewood 
Warm weather, 
than capacity, all three 
this house on a Tuesday night. 
Opening was Edna May Cooper, 
aviatrix, presenting 15-minute trailer 
of her aeroplane schooling, and six 
minutes of weak vocalizing. Leslie 
Strange, character artist, doing 
caricatures Of famous English per- 
sonages, eliminating his English an- 


unusual for 


nouncer bit, which was good, and 
added an impression of Lincoln, 
which is bad. Three Lightning 


Flashes are colored hoofers, fast, 
with most of their routine challenge 
stuff. 

Smith and Barker are doing on 
Orpheum Jr. time the same act that 
Keane and Whitney are doing on 
big time, and are not doing it well. 


short bill and less | 


Barker is shouting his gags and 
ranting. A smoother delivery and 
less yelling Would help. Act has 
great material and if properly 
handled is surefire. No need’ for 
burlesquing the business. Marie 
Decomba is a loud warbler who does 
a Tucker, a Brice and a Baker, 
closing with a weak Decomba. | 


Plenty rough at times, but oke. 
Griffen Twins, boys, have a dance 
act with three numbers, Fauntleroy, 
cgyptian and Roman, with the 
Egyptian as the standout. George 
Austin Moore retains al] his class 
and smoothness, but hasn't the ma- 
terial suited for the modern- 
Using blackface material 
cork. Conley trio, two men and 
woman, closed with some fair ring 
work and iron jaw stunts. toy 
Rogers, booked for guest showing 
from the Palace, failed to connect, 
and after a five-minute wait with 
the orchestra playing 14 choruses of 


without 





“Stars and Stripes Forever,” they 
Tan on the feature, which was 
“Crazy That Way” (Fox). Loop. 
State-Lake 
(With R-K-O western office now 
holding their previews Friday at 
this house, all State-Lake reviews 


appearing in these columns will be 
of the showing turns only. The re- 


view of the regular bill will have 
appeared in the “Variety” of the 
week previous.) 


Sirst preview for this house was 
extensively advertised, but returns 
were disappointing. The B. & K. 
Oriental, running previews last 
show Thursday, have also found 
that the bargain vaude bills do not 
boost business. In the neighbor- 
hood houses, the bargains have al- 

ways meant capacity. 

Wirst showing turn was the De 
Libertos, weak with their tumbling 
and hand- to-hand stuff. Everything 
very ordinary, with their fairly good 
stunts turning out to be fakes. Fake 
stuff has to be carefully handled 








When in Chicage 
Visit These Hits 
H. WOODS’ 


Ate reerl 


BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 


Comedy Hit by PRESTON STURGES 
Staged by 
Antoinette Perry and Mr. Pemberton 
“An evening of delight.” 
| —Heywood Broun. “McCall's” 
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SELWYN Matinees Thursday 


Saturday 


THE LITTLE SHOW 


Hear “Moanin’ Low” 


CLIFTON WEBB 
FRED ALLEN 


LIBBY HOLMAN 
“Can't We Be Friends” 








R. K. O. WOODS 
JOHN BOLES 


in Person 


“Capt of the Guard” 


With LAURA LaPLANTE 














PLAYHOUSE 
14th Big Laugh Week 
DUDLEY 


YOUR 
UNCLE 


day. | 


aes = 


| formerly 








lll., by Community Amusement Co., 





opening Sept. 1. 
Peter Kellerian reopened the Wil- 
mette, 400-seat house in Wilmette 


Kellerian 
in 


ERPI 
operated 


with equipment. 
small houses 
Gary, Ind 


Bennett has three plays in 
for Redpath and Affili- 


Ethel 
preparation 
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in tabled motion 
council and take other 
Smith ¢ ith-Beidler) 
man Other member are O'Con- 
ne il, Sidney Dannenberg, Para- 
mount-Publix; Jack Merriman, 
Valentine (Loew's): Tom Gardner 
(Gardner); George Flei 
oetz and 


alate igley). 


city 
Mar- 
chair- 
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Feigley (Cha 


Toledo going in 
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pervise } ; in 
Y isc houses in 
Buffalo and 
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Stonebrook, 
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1se, 
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tinuing 
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Toledo, n- 
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« h ester 
for 

Rollin 

assistant 


local Par: 


ber 2g’s 
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take 
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over 
itmount rarily. 
18 year - 0 
imbra the 
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at atre 
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1 ents recely\ 1 a ote t ing ol 


all three 
M-G- 
alentine, 
Loc w's 
Comedy 


in 
on 
_, 
while 
here. 


Full page 
Toledo newsp 
“Divorcee,” ¢ 
first time 
theatre hi 
| “Hot 
played up for 

| tion” and 
| 
| 


iper 
urrent 
in a long 
splashed 
also 
next 
“Brats” 
billed as 
apparently 
too sombre 


is 
Dogs,” 
week, “Redemp- 
(Laurel-Hardy 
double feature, 
figured Tolstoy 
to stand alone. 


Comedy) 
execs 
drama 


Tom Phillips now directing and 
| Droducing stock burlesque in Em- 


pire here. Also takes part in some 
| skits leads changed every two 
| weeks, ¥ 

PORTLAND, ORE. 











ated Chautauquas, “Feol,” second 
company of “Big Pond” and “In 
Love With Love.” 
jto avoid a reverse audience re- ec 
action; and the De Libertos man- Pete Kalaris has opened the new 
aged the fake bits badly. Three | 600-seat \ ce in Willmette 
|marvels, femme dancers, belong in ° = 
a flash turn. They have some good | After completing road showing at 
specialties, and close with some the Garrich Journey's End Ti 
| Whirlwind challenge dancing. roes to the B. & K. MeVicker’s. 
Emily Darrell has an excellent 
comedy personality, but poor mate- | %-K-O Loop theatres, State-Lak« 
rial, Mispronunciation a1 poor | Woods and Palace, have signed I 
grammar cut heavily in laugh po- | Fox Films Woods, run house, has 
tency. At present Miss Darrell has j never run F x produ while the 
only one good bit, the rest of the | Palace (vaude) is just starting pic- 
|chatter wobbly. The dog with the | ture policy. 
| yellow shoes is a big laugh. | exociscmonaste 
| Hess and Schultz Revue, two men | Perce Barr and Harry Goldman 
jand two girls, just fair, with the | left Educational exchange last week 
|femme singer weak, the hoofers or- | Barr now salesman with First Na- 
| dinary and the girl acrobatic dancer | tional and Goldman with the Na- 
|}making the best impression. Clark | tional Program Co. 
|and Smith, two men piano and vocal | —— . 
|act, unfortunately insisted on stick- William btervia office placed Louie 
All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 
otherwise indicatec f ; 
The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety are as 
follows and on pages: 
OR TT | re a | MONTREAL weer TT Tr ee a oe 
|i BANFF ...... See | marr s osmniat 78 
BIRMINGHAM .....-.eeceeeee 78 |OKLAHOMA CITY. ee ne i 
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BUFFALO cccsccccccccccceses 79 | PITTSBURGH coke ees cane te a 
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1B DALLAS ....ccccccccccccccese 26 | ROCHESTER ..... OTS 
| go 18T, PAUL...6. <0 Pere ere 79 
| Benenden srestesccesceeessss* 1 |SAN_FRANCISCO........+.-. 78 
| Boo ¥0..°. } eee eee eet SEATTLE Se ee 
|] LOS ANGELES............... 78 |SYRACUSE ...........20000.. 78 
ii MEMPHIS ....... aadeeue’s » FOL TOLBOS  .sccus EET Ter, 
1 MILWAUKEE .......ee-eeeee- 7 1 VOMIT O .nccscece Je caweeaee ae 
MINNEAPOLIS ...... ceccccoe FF [LUO PBTIIFUG TON cccccccccesvere 78 
| 
ing in a couple of flip-bops, and got | Armstrong, colored cornetist, with 





the audience so puzzled that they 
forgot to listen to the rest of tne 
act’s material. 
The preview’s 
Healy and Cross, 
were spotted fourth. 


act went on after 
regular act, who 
Royal Russian 


'chorus stuck around to close the 
evening. Loop. 
Al Quadbach building outdoor pa- 


vilion adjoining his Granada cafe at 
68th and Cottage. 
Paramount, Waterloo, 
week-end vaude May 17. 
booked by R-K-O. 


Ta., 
Had been 


Dora (“Boots”) Early will be fea- 
tured in the Greenwald & Weston 
All Girl Revue for one year. 


Myers theatre, Janesville, Wis., 
booked by R-K-O, taken over by 
R. C. Wheeler, who will play vaude 
Saturday and Sunday only. 

Don Dixon closed stock try at the 
Warrington, Oak Park, May 10. Co. 
had waived bond. Dixon contem- 
plates opening at Dubuque, Ia. 


William G. 
manager at the 
assistant manager at the 


State-Lake, now 
R-kK-O 


| Orpheum, Spokane, 





| Cooper, owner of the Gold 
| Century theatres, against the Essa- | 
, naming Edwin Silver- | 


Publix-B. & K. open the Gateway, 
June 15. Deals also under way for 
houses in Oak Park, Hyde Park and 
Devon and Western. Site already 
acquired at 63rd and Halsted, with 
architects, Rapp and Rapp, drawing 
plans. 


M. E. Remlicy replaced as super- 
visor of East St. Louis for Publix- 
Great States by Marvin Harris. 

John and Mary Jennings, dance 
team, closed at College Inn last 
week and are now at the Vanity 
Fair cafe. 





Final hearing of the case of Lottie 
and 20th 


ness theatres 
man and Sidney 
May 20. 
appeal of Silverman and Spiegel to 
cancel injunction restraining them 
from interfering with the operation 
of the houses. 


Spiegel, set for 


Trianon now over WENR, using 
period alloted to Cocoanut Grove. 





closed last 


Y. 


Grace Hastings stock 
week at Watertown, N. 








With THOMAS W. KROSS and Hub, new 1,000- seat straight pic- 
MRS. JACQUES MARTIN ture house, being built in Rochelle, 
IN CHICAGO 





LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 


is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Piace to Eat and Meet 








drops | 


Coie, former assistant | 


Court recently refused the | 


Publix “Ace High” unit here. 





Stepin Fetchit booked for one week | 


Oriental, Detroit. 

Stratford (Coston circuit) will be 
remodeled and stage 
‘full” presentations next fall. 


| at the 





Charles Hogan 
and Dean with Fanches & Marco, 


Mr. and Mrs. Gus Thalero (Tha- 
| lero’s Circus) recovered from inju- 
ries received in an auto crash at 


Libertyville, Il. 


Mrs. Ted Weems is 
| Chicago recovering from 
| received in taxi accident, 





at home in 





John 
built the 
has been 


Eberson, architect, who 
Avalon and Capitol here, 
signed by R-K-O to re- 
|model the Oriental in Detroit, and 
for two houses in Toledo and for 
new spots in Albany and Rochester. 





Lew Kane, who negotiated the 
Oriental theatre deal with the bank- 
ers after its operators had failed in | 


| Detroit, has joined Publix. He will | 
|institute a vaudfilm policy in the 
| Adams as competition to the Ori- 
}ental, and supervise Publix vaude 
| bookings here. Oriental now R-K-O 
| house. 





Lincoln, Danville, Ill., May 17. 


| Arbor, Mich., May 17. 

Sidney Jaffe,-formerly with Bhil 
R. Davis, has opened law offices in 
the Conway building. 





Warner Bros. will 
new exchange this week, which may 
house all Warner subsidiaries in 
town. 


& Katz take over the 








3alaban 


Robey, 
16 for a 15-year period. 

petes with Fox’s Crown. 
Tent shows opening this week: 
| Crago Bros. at Merriland, Wis.; Lew 
Henderson Players at Hutchinson, 
Minn.; William F. Lewis Players, 


House com- 


| Gothenberg, Neb.; Ginnavan Play- 
ers, Fayette, Ohio; Lee Evrse in 
Montana 
| TOLEDO 
} 
| By E. H. GOODING 
| Paramount Big Pond”; stage show 
j Pantheon Song of Flame.” 
' Vita-Temple Hola Everything’ (24 
Valentine Divorcee.”* 
j State—"‘Soviety Blues.” 
Princess Second Floor Mystery 
! Empire Stock burlesque. 
Precipitated by Jack O’Connell, 
manager Vita-Temple, old Toledo 
Theatre Managers’ association, is | 


revived 
tive Su 


to battle proposed restric- 
nday legislation, now pend- 


enlarged for | 


booked McDonald | 


injuries | 


Mack Bybee players close at the | 


Myrtle Ross players close at Ann | 


dedicate the | 


1,600-seat Biltmore at Division, near | 
from Wolfe & Auerbach July | 


Broadway—''A Lady to Love 
Paramount—‘‘Paramount on 
United Artists ‘One Romantic 
Alder—“Phantom of Opera.” 
Orpheum—"“‘Alias French Gertte 
| Music Box—‘‘Hold Everything."’ 
Blue Mouse—'‘‘Undertow.” 
| Rialto—'*The Texan” (2d week). 
} Dufwin-—Henry Duffy Players. 
Studio—Moroni Olsen Players. 


Parade.” 
Night.” 


Palette, Par, actor, booked 
Paramount for personal 
with “Paramount on 
gave two night shows 


Eugene 
Publix 

appearance 

Parade.” He 


by 


| Publix Rialto cashing in on serial 
lfilm “Up the Congo.” Two reels 
| Shown with regular feature, 
Henry Duffy Players to give “Bird 
"next week have booked 
Trio for the week. 
Phil Lampkin, Publix m. c., start- 
ed out in life to be a box-fighter. 
After stopping several handfuls with 
ithe teeth, he found he couldn't blow 
the cornet; so he stopped fighting 
to be a music master. This was 
substance of an interview in local 
press. 


lof Paradise’ 
Keola Guitar 


Russell C. Spindler, professional 
director, Portland Civic theatre, has 
gone to Chicago to be associated 
iwith Goodman theatre. 


| MILWAUKEE 
| 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


“Kine of Jazz’ (2a wk.). 


Outdoor show, 
‘Son of Sheik’’; 2d half, 


Alhambra 
Auditorium 
Davidson 
‘‘Eagle.” 
Garden of Gods” 
Gayety—Stock bur. 
Majestic—'‘Lady to Love.” 
Merrill —‘‘Western Stars.” 
Palace-Orpheum—-‘‘Ingagi.”" 


| (2a wk.). 
} 
' 
| Riverside— ‘Rich People’’; vaude. 
| 
i 
| 


“Son 


SMrang— ‘Society Blues’ (24 wk.). 
Wisconsin— Montana Moon’; stage 
show. 


Ernest Fox is asst. manager and 
treas. Fox Wisconsin. Irving Stein 
succeeded at Fox Strand. 

Revival of Valentino's “Son of the 
Sheik” and “The Eagle” seems to be 
the end of season for Davidson, Mil- 
waukee’s legit, unless something un- 


expected turns up. 

Past will have another German 
talker, “Dich Hab Ich Geliebt,” May 
25 week. 


That music is not dead in Wiscon- 
sin in spite of the preponderance of 
canned melodies in the talkers is 
evidenced by 70 bands in the annual 
state high schoo] band tournament 
at the Auditorium. 


Ludwig Hoenig, 
in Milwaukee 
May 3. 
boy in Austria. Formerly of the 
Davidson theatre orchestra and Mil- 
waukee Symphony. 

A breach of promise suit for $512,- 
000 has been filed at Racine by Leo 
Tecktonious, concert pianist, against 
Mrs Robert Galloway, wealthy 
widow, formerly of Racine but now 
of Memphis. Tecktonious re- 
cently returned from Paris, 


ne 
‘id, 


widely known 
musical circles, died 


has 


Dannen- |} 


hman | 
da | 


} 
} 


imb 


. 
district 


will | 


ipped | 


M's | 


prominently | 


MINNEAPOLIS 


By LESTER REES 





Metropolitan Dart 
Shubert —"'The ‘'s the Thing” 
(Bainbridge dr stock ). 

K-h-O Guehae um rhe Cuckoos"; 
vaude (Viola Dana in person) 

Pantages Soldiers Women” 
Vaud 

Minnesota Caught Short Publix 
init stage show, “Jazz Preferred 
Century ‘The Rogue Song 2d wk.). 
State I rexan.”’ 

R-K-O th Street x 1 wk.). 

Lyric The Second FI Mys ye 

Aster Se nd ¢ 

Grand rhe Green Goddess (2d loor 

Ran Ke M i} s 
girl, gue d A I 

} re 4 nw = nas 
¢ I I \ CR 

Nearly every week bring ange 
in the R-K-O Twin City manageria 
forces. The latest is the appoint 
ment of E. R. Franke to succeed 
Al Haynie as manager of the R-K-O 

|} Orpheum in Minneapolis. Haynie 
resigned after being at the K-K-O 
| Orpheum for only a few weeks. R. 
| A. Beach, formerly 7th Street treas- 
urer, promoted to manager to suc 
ceed Franke. 

In St. Paul, Charles Masters, for- 
merly treasurer R-K-O Palace pro- 
moted to manage the R-K-O Presi- 
dent, succeeding J. K Strachar 
transferred to the R-K-O house ir 
Spol 1é 

The changes and shifts come so 
fast and frequently that the local 
rialto has hard time keeping track 

|} of them. At this writing, J. L. Me- 
Curdy is still district manager wit} 
headquarters here, 

Journey's End” for final play of 
stock season No women in cast; 





d. 


saves overhea 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—'"‘The Front (Stock). 


RKO Palace— 


Page” 
‘Framed’ vaude, 


RKO Temple—‘Golden Calf,” “Melody 
Man,” 

Loew's Rochester—“‘Arizona Kid" 
vaude, 

Eastman-—‘'Puttin’ on the Ritz.” 

Regent — ‘“‘Vagabond King” (Pe; 
Prices) 

Piecadilly—‘“Loose Ankies.” 

Fay’s—-Dark. 

Victoria— Dark. 

Little Cinema— Dark. 

Strand— Change. 

Family——Change. 


Belief here Fay’s theatre lease goes 
to Publix with Comerford circuit, as 
Comerford was backer of Edward M. 
Iuy. House closed for repairs from 
fire in January. Seems unlikely 
Publix would open it, as Publix has 
three theatres here, Might sub- 
lease or possibly use as second run 
house. Fay lease from A. A. Feny- 
vessy has 16 years to run. Theatre 
ready for reopening July 1. 





Charles Martin, assistant dramatic 
editor Democrat and Chronicle, plays 
small part in “The Front Page” 
(stock) this week at Lyceum. Was 
member of Mask and Wig at Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 





Strand theatre installed Western 
Electric sound after using home- 
made apparatus for two years. 





University of Rochester Players, 
taking cue from Christopher Mor- 
ley’s Hoboken revivals, presented 
“The Drunkard or the Fawn” Sat- 
urday night, 





Owing to illness of Irving White, 


director Kondolf stock in Buffalo, 
Elmer Brown, Rochester director, 
had to prepare beth shows last 
week, 





Martin Vogt, former dancer with 
the Eastman theatre ballet, and Neil 
Collins, formerly with the stage 
company, have opened a cellar night 
spot, called “The Dugout.” Place 
serves meals during the day and 
show runs from 11 p. m. to 4 a. m. 
No cover charge, and only sand- 
wiches and coffee for sale. Proprie- 
tors and some local girl tap dancers 
and singers provide the entertain- 
ment. 





BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 

Dynamite was named by the local 
building inspector as the cause of an 
explosion at the Bridge theatre, 
new neighborhood picture-house, 
last week. Explosion blew a hole in 
a side wall of the theatre and badly 
damaged the portico, occurred ten 
minutes after the last show. No 
reason known. 


report submitted to 
court criticizes al- 


Grand jury 
local] criminal 


| leged crowded conditions in rear of 


Started his career as a choir | 


picture houses due to standees. 
East Baltimore street houses cited 
as examples. 





wil) 
ac- 
Dor- 
this 


Baltimore’s 1930 population 
top last census total by 56,095, 
cording report issued by F. T 
ton, supervisor of census for 
city 


The Vava bonders, 


s old- 


Baltin ore 


est Little Theatre organization, 
taken 15-year lease on property on 
West Read street. It will be re- 
modeled for theatre use. Audi- 
torium to seat 192. 
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HOLLYWOOD 


and Los Angeles 




















° 5.99 ° ° 
“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 

| 

Phone ditscicanighoataiine 6141 

‘ ————— 
Dave Fred, from the Los Angels ; Monday, when a straight 10-cent 
Paramount theatre publicity depart- | SAN FRANCISCO | tariff, effective Monday to Thurs- 
ment, changes places with T. F.| By WALTER RIVERS | day, inclusive, at the Syracuse. It 
Bledsoe, in the same capacity at Stanley MacLewee will open the | Will add from three to five stunt| 
United Artists. |Guild Theatre season May 19 with | acts. Bill change three times 

a | Lonsdale’s “On Approval.” This will | weekly. 

Chet Mittendorf is assistant to; 0¢ ‘ne organizations first appesr a RCT Ps wittiietht 
Jerry King in managing KFWB, ie = its “we new _Diayhouse. Asserting that as te = rte 
Hollywood. He replaces Bill Ray, Everett Glass directing cast of pro- | when his car was struck by anothe 


who went to KGER, Long Beach, 


Al Lloyd is back at Warners for 
scouting. 
as Max Hart’s only 
Hart agency, 


associate in the 





Lynn Yost is in charge of Harry 
Weber's foreign version film book- 
ings. 

G. McCloud’s stock 
the Royal theatre in Victoria, B 
C., closes for the summer. Final! 
bill this week is “She Got What She 
Wanted.” 


company at 
, 


Glendora dramatic troupe opens 
under canvas in Ogden, Utah., June 
1, moving from Provo, its spot since 
is the femme 


January. Jerry Adair 
lead. 
Jason Robards goes into “The 


legit, 
in place of Earl 


Great John Ganton,” 
ile lead, 


as juven- 
McCarthy. 


Warner Brothers have acquired 
the Mull property in Sacramento on 
10th street, between K and L, from 
the California National Bank here, 
and will build a first run house. 

Deai was handled for WB by Joe 
Toplitzky. 





Warner Bros. plan construction of 
a 2,500-seat house in Sacramento. 
Estimated cost is $1,000,000, 

Fifi D’Orsay, Fox feature player, 
operated on for laryngitis at Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Hollywood, 
Tuesday. 














FOR RENT 


Long Beach (West End), 3 ocean- 


front houses; all conveniences; large 
porches, upstairs and down. Rea- 
sonable. Owner on premises Satur- 


day and Sunday, or write 


Post, 2 Wyoming Avenue, 
Long Beach, Long Island 
























EN THE’ a tor. ' 
OF STAGE AN E 


VISIT HOLLYWOOD 
THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE { 


ys 


* PLAYGROUND fl THE STARS ¢ 











Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 





This leaves William Gill} 


| reside 


fessionals, 


Another first run picture house to 


go for Saturday midnight matinees 
is Casino. First will be May 17 
with amateur talent. Policy to be 


revue type to vaude 
Willard Hall for lat- 


changed from 
acts and m.c. 
ter. 

Cross, for 
to Cliff 

manager here, 
left for Nova 
her family. 


several 
Work, 


Doris 
secretary 
Orpheum 
signed and 
with 


years 
R-K-O 
has re- 
Scotia to 


Edward Mendelsohn, who had a 
hand in staging “The Little Show” 
in New York, is associate director 
with Alexander Leftwich putting on 
“Hi-There,” new revue, that will 
premiere here in Erlanger’s Colum- 
bia May 14. 
of repeated arrests Sid 
abandoned his production 
of “The Peephole”’ at the Green 
Street theatre last week and open- 
ed with a revival of “The Married 
Virgin” Saturday. 

Numerous merchants in the San 
Francisco bay district were victims 
of a fast working midget, according 
to complaints piled into police head- 
quarters. 

In Oakland the midget engaged a 
“drive yourself” car, paid-for it with 
a check and disappeared. Check 
bounced but car didn’t. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


By GEORGE NOBLE 
Capitol—“‘The Big Pond.” 
Criterion—‘‘Puttin’ on the Ritz.’ 
Empress—‘‘Lovin’ the Ladies.”’ 
Orpheum—‘“Hide Out” and ‘‘Midnight 

Daddies.” 

Liberty—‘“‘Captain of the Guard.” 

The big new Midwest theatre is 
nearing completition and will be 
opened for business within 30 days. 

The Motion Theatre Owners and 
Managers’ Association annual meet 
on May 12-13 expected to draw 
large attendance, 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 
Ritz—‘‘Tanned Legs’; vaude. 
Alabama—‘‘Hold verything.” 
Strand—‘‘Lummox.” 
Empire—‘“‘Sons of Gods” 
Trianon—‘‘High Society Blues” 

week). 
Galax—“Strictly Unconventional.” 
Lyric—‘Married Love” (sex picture), 


Tired 
Goldtree 





(4th 

















Guervini & Co 
The Leading and 


arge 
ACCORDEON 


ACTORY 
in the United State: 
The only Factory 
that makes any eet 
of Reeds — made bs 
hand. 
277-278 Columbus 
Avenue 
San Francisce. Cai 
Gree Catalogues 





The first talker dime show is the 
|? North Birmingham theatre. Be- 
| tween 2:30 and 3:39 p.m. admission 
| for all is 10c. 

| ——— 

“Hight Society Blues” goes into 
| fourth week, “Sunny Side Up” ran 
seven. 


“Vagabond King” first time at 
popular prices at Strand last week 
was disappointing. Nights fair and 
mats way off. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Empire—Stock. 
Keith’s—Vaudefilm. 
Loew’s—Vaudefilm. 
Syracuse—Vaudefilm. 
Strand—‘‘Hold Everything," 
Eckel—‘‘Fox Follies.” 
Paramount—“Big Pond.” 








2d wk, 


Dramatic stock will fold at the 
Empire Saturday. Company was 
launched during the winter by Hal 
Brown. 

School band 
7, week, 


Manlius 
June 


at Keith's 








Dime films came back to Syracuse 


























WE DO REPAIRING 


Phones: 


STRICTLY UNION MADE > 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$60Q.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist esinn New York City 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 


HAND 
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owned by the International Harves- 


ter Co. have prevented him from 
continuing his act in vaudeville, 
Earl Woodward, roller skater, 1S 


suing here for $50,000 damages. 


The $2,400 verdict obtained by Do- 


lores Garcia, burlesque actress, 
against Harry Lavine of Manlius 
and Wolf Lavine of this city has 
been set aside by Supreme Court 
Justice Lewis and a new trial or- 
dered. 

After an evening performance at 
the Temple here last summer Miss 
Garcia and Betty Rose, another 


member of the company, went for a 
ride with Harry and Michael Lavine 
in an auto owned by Wolf Lavine. 
Machine skidded on a wet pavement, 
the car crashing into a pole. Michael 
4zavine was fatally hurt and the two 
actresses likewise were hospital pa- 
tients for some days 

Harry Lavine was charged 
reckless driving. 


with 





MEMPHIS 
By WALTER D. BOTTO 


Loew’s State—‘‘Ladies Love Brutes’; 
vaude, 


Loews’ Palace—‘‘Paramount of Pa- 
rade.” 
Orpheum—“Dangerous Affair’; vaude. 


Warner Bros.—‘'So Long Letty.” 
Loew’s Strand—‘‘City Girl." 


Princess—‘‘To Have and to Hold.” 
Beauty—‘‘Across the Prairie.’’ 
Herbert Jennings, general mer, 
Loew’s three theatres here, suc- 


ceeding Ernest Emerling, called to 
the New York office. 


Local Board of Censors becoming 
puritanical, z 

Dave Harmon orchestra at Pea- 
body. 


Next season Chicago Opera will 
cut out Jackson, Miss. from tour 
and play only Memphis in this ter- 
ritory. 





Since “Literary Digest” put Ten- 
nessee in the dry column, the pro- 
hibition officers are closing and 
raiding everything around the 
town. 





Rothschild Sisters are leaving for 
England to enter the Tilley School 
for Dancing. 





Warner Bros. settled with local 
orchestra on a@& 50% basis of con- 
tract. Contract inherited from Pan- 
tages, 





“Skeets” Mayo, formerly with 
Lasses White Minstrels, opening 
school of dancing at the Mazda 
theatre here. 


BANFF 


By REG COYSH 


Banff Springs Hotel opens May 
14, with extensive entertainment 
program for coming season, Lew 
Cassidy’s 10-piece orchestra will 
broadcast dance every evening over 
C.P.R. System. Opera company will 
have‘a permanent stage setting in 
the ballroom, and broadcast twice 
weekly. John Deacon, Frances 
James and several other well-known 





the air. 

Col. Phil. Moore noted mountain 
guide and lecturer, will be sports 
director. The new golf club house 
is completed, 


Frank Cristou, manager Lux 
theatre, has wired house, First run 
talkies are showing. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 


Broad—"Strange Interlude.”’ 
Shubert—‘“‘New Moon.” 
R-K-O Proctor’s—'‘‘He 
en’; vaude. 
Loew's State—‘'Free and Easy"’: vaude. 
Newark—‘‘Sunny Skies’’; vaude, 
Mosque—"“Dr. Fu Manchu.” 
Branford—"Show Girl’; stage show. 
Fox Terminal—‘‘Temple Tower.” 
Rialto—“‘Dumbbelis in Ermine.”’ 
Capitol—'‘Mammy.” 
Little—‘‘Love Life.” 
Mindlin’s Playhouse—‘‘Learned 
Women.” 
Goodwin—'"'Clancy.” 
Orpheum—Smith Revue; 


Knew Wom- 


About 


films 


Weshner, gen 
New Jersey, 


David E. 
Warners in 


mgr. 
has 


groups under each of the 
managers. He is offering personally 
$250 as a first prize, and $150 sec- 





ond, for the best results in busi- 


Canadian artists will also be on™ 


ness. He also will give $100 to the 
district manager whose group wins 
first place. It is hoped this will 
help the Jersey circuit in the big 
Warner $75,000 contest for the 
houses exceeding expectations, 


Ann Pennington is playing the 
Stanley, Jersey City and possibly 
booked into Newark. 


installing 





Proctor’s is a cooling 


plant. 

Shubert has Western Electric 
wire system installed and will open 
Sunday with “White Cargo” at 35- 
50c nights. Third house to open 
up downtown this year with pic- 
tures. Field already over-crowded 


DETROIT 


By LEE ELMAN 


Michigan—‘‘The Texan.”’ 


Fox—'‘Double Cross Roads,” 

Fisher—‘“‘Those Who Dance.” 

United Artists—‘‘The Big Pond.”’ 

Paramount—"All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front” (3d wk.). 

State—‘‘Hold Everything.” 

Adams—'‘‘Capt. of the Guard’ (2d 


week). 


Shubert-Detroit—‘“‘Journey’s End" (3d 
week). 

Cass—“‘New Moon” (4th wk. s 

Lafayette ‘The Solid South.’ 

Wilson—‘‘Mebbe. 

Civic ecchuleited Baus Uncle Dud- 
ley.”’ 

“New Moon” was booked in for} 
six weeks, but poor business cut 


Show folds here. 
“The Solid South” (Richard Ben- 

nett) goes to Chicago from here, 
“Mebbe” (Charlotte Greenwood. 

A new one is headed for New York. 


them to four. 





With the closing of the Lafayette 
in Buffalo, F. & M. units have an 
additional week layoff here. 

Jean Goldkette opens his outdoor 
gardens at the Graystone ballroom 
May 16. Also opens his Edgewater 
Park (amusement park). 

Embassy Club will open May 28 
with a floor show and a name band. 
Spot formerly called “The Tavern,” 
owned and operated by Green Bros, 
who later operated the Bal Tabarin, 
which closed owing Busse band and 
entertainers plenty. 

Same people who operated Luigi’s 
long well ‘known night spot bought 
out the Green interest in the tav- 
ern and will operate the Embassy. 
Expect to keep open Luigi's till the 
middle of the summer. Meantime, 
the Green Bros. have gone back 
to their original business and have 
opened another speak. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Alvin—Thurston. 
Pitt—“After Dark’? (Sharp stock) (2d 
week). 
Penn—'‘‘Divorcee” 
Stanley — ‘‘Man 
Helen Kane. 
Warner—'‘'Mamba.”’ 
Aldine—'‘‘Arizona Kid." 
Harris—‘‘Hide-Out.”’ 
Enright—‘‘Vagabond King.” 
Sheridan Square—‘‘Ingagi.” 
Liberty—‘‘Honey.” 





; stage show. 
From Blankley's’’; 


Weldon Heyburn joined Sharp 
stock at Pitt as leading man, re- 
placing Emmett Vogan. 


Stock burlesque at Academy 
closed after four weeks. Re- 
opening in August wtih Mutual at- 
tractions. 


U's “All Quiet on Western Front” 
to have run at Warners and “King 
of Jazz” is to play a week day and 
date at Stanley and Enright. 


Alvin not to get Jane Cowl and 
“Jenny” so house closes regular 
season this week with return of 
Thurston. 


Jerry Mayhall producing unit at 
Stanley this week with Helen Kane 
and Dezzo Retter, Publix shows re- 
suming Thursday when house 
switches opening day from Friday. 


Circus season opens here with 
Sells-Floto and Tom Mix, May 19- 
20. 





DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic—‘‘Arizona Kid"; vaude, 
Palace—‘‘Hold Everything.”’ 
Melba—'‘‘The Texan.” 

Old Mill—“‘Other Tomorrow.” 
Capitol—"‘King of Jazz."’ 


Dallas selected for sixth annual 





— 


Little Theatre tournament in iting 
April, 1931. 





A dead man was found under one 
of Morris & Castle’s wagons while 
playing a benefit booking here. Iden- 
tity unestablished. 


Majestic (Interstate) started Mu- 
sic Week with a special presenta- 
tion of Dallas symphony orchestra, 


“Mammy” did poor biz at the Pal- 
ace (Publix) last week, first Jolson 


to flop here. Critics gave it the 
thumbs down unanimously, which 
didn’t 


help. 








VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
416 The Argonne 
1629 Solumbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 
National (Erlanger-Rapley) — Steve 
Cochran stock. 

Pictures 
Columbia—‘‘Divorcee”’ (2d wk.). 
Earle—‘*Song of the Flame.” 
Fox—‘‘The Golden Calf."’ 
Met—‘‘Hold Everything’ (2d wk.). 
Palace—‘‘In Gay Madrid.” 
Rialto—‘‘King of Jazz’ (2d wk.). 
RKO (Keith’'s)—‘“‘The Cuckoos.”’ 


Poli’s has rung down its final cure- 
tain. “Abie’s Irish Rose’ was the 
attraction and to bad business. Site 
to become a public park. 





R-K-O put across a new one for 
the town in omitting the usual clos- 
ing performance of the current pice 
ture and substituting for a pre- 
showing their next attraction. First 
time done here. Caused interest, 
too, E 





Alexander Callam, long remaine- 


ing m. c. at the Fox, just been 
granted a private pilot’s flying li- 
cense. 


“The Rivals’, made a one-night 
stand out of the town on Sunday 
night last when coming into the 
National for but one performance 
Billed as a “whirlwind” tour. 

Some few weeks ago office of Ale 
lied Indies here was robbed. Files 
upset and the petty cash fund ap- 
propriated. Now Abram F. Myers, 
head of the organization, has @ 
formidable looking safe in the of- 
fices. 





Also on the Myers organization lit+ 
tle placques are now to be hung in 
all member theatres throughout the 
country announcing their affilia- 
tion, 
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“HOW TO MAKE UP”, 
Complete instruction in the Pie 
of Make-Up” for amateur an 
professional use. Straight roles, 
character roles, etc. 16 pages 
in color. Free to anyone. Write 
STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
Dept. 50, 51 Madison Ave., N. Ve 











fa Mis . 
PERMA NEATLY. 


rh9 





One application or Coloura 
darkens eyebrows and lashes 
permanently. You don’t need 


any daily eyebrow makeup. Used 
- by_ stage and screen stars. Un- 
affected by bathing, perspira« 
tion, ete. Easily applied, harm 
less. Sold at toilet goods coun- 
ters and beauty shops. Order 
black or brown, box $1.25 post- 
paid. J. SPIRO, 26 West 38th 
St., New York. 





Duthie for amateurs, ee and stage 
TOD R LOWEST PRICE 


me 
NEW YORA 


dlaisRoud 











THEATRICAL CUTS 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO, ine. 
225 West 397St, NEW YORK 








DaLnG) DIFFERENT ORIGINAL 


————— 


IaS Always the Hit of the Show! 


Line-up Costumes That Your 
Dancers Find Practical! 
For Rent, Sale or Manufactured to Your Designs 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 





for | 
in- | 
stituted a seven week's contest for | 
district | 


CARE 


ANCHON s MARCO COSTUME © 


643 SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES,CAL. 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 





Attention Performers! 

I've been catering to the profession 
for the past 20 years and know 
your wants. Two buildings consist- 
ing of 210 rooms, near Central Park 
West, housekeeping facilities, running 
water, gas, electricity, phone and 
maid service included. 

Single Rooms, $5 Up; Double, $7 
Up; Front Suites, $10 Up Weekly 

JOHN MILBERG 





DOUBLE ROOM, 
LEONARD 














14 W. iOist St., N. Y. Phone, Clarkson 1260 
By DAVE TREPP “7 
Fifth Ave.,— ‘Arizona Kid etace 
e ow 
Orpheum—‘“‘Framed@’’; stage. 
Seattle—‘“‘Return of Dr. Fu Manchu 
Fox—*‘Divorcee’’ (2d wk.). 


Care 
Girl of Hol'ly- 


Coliseum—'‘‘Devil May 

Metropolitan— ‘Show 
wood 

Blue Mouse—‘‘Her Unborn Child.” 

Music Box—‘‘Hvld Everything. 

Liberty—‘‘Case of Sergt. Grischa.” 


New Fox theatre in Spokane 
ally to be built on the 
lot on Sprague street, 


Fox-owned 
will cost an 


estimated $1,000,000, the building Night clubs continued to swar! 
aiso to house business offices. Will] here, with new ones every week. 
cover almost entire block. Actual| There must be one every block up- 


construction to start by August 1. 
Building will rank as finest in Spo- 
kane. 

Roscoe, 
in local Fanchon- 


Alma 
J. Keighley 
booking offices, 
local high school girls’ classes tell- 
ing about chances in theatrical field. 
Bill making 


Hartung arrange- 


ments at Paramount to install wide} 
northwest, 


screen. Only one in 
along with the one 
Paramount, Portland. 
30 by 40 feet in size. 


planned for 


Jim O’Connell, now assistant to 
Hartung, at Paramount, coming up 
from Paramount, Portland, with 


Stan Duel leaving 
tle for the 


this job in Seat- 
Portland assignment. 


Italian man-moun- 
tain, looked sweet to the box fans 
here in an exhibition, but he is 
considered over-managed. This was 
found out by Leroy Johnson of 
Jensen-von Herberg’s Liberty thea- 
tre in particular. He tried to sign 
up the big fella for a week at the 
Lib. One manager said okay; an- 
other said maybe and the third 
just spoiled the soup. 


Carnero, the 


Split week, only half in vaude, at 
Spokane panning out very well for 
R-K-O Orpheum. Getting two 
shots at each patron per week. Ex- 
pense also cut by using vaude only 
three days. Tacoma seems work- 
ing out same way. Two days for 
Orpheum added at Salem, Oré., with 
plans for using four day lay-off be- 
tween Tacoma and Portland,’ in 
Olympia and Aberdeen, Wash. Also, 
five-day lay-off between Spokane 
and Vancouver, B. C., may be brok- 
en with two days in Bellingham. 
No other vaude circuit now in chis 
entire territory. 


Jack Crawford’s band opened Rose 
room at Butler hotel May 7, after 
place padlocked for year. John 
Savage and Marie Savage, props, 
were on hand to greet guests. Big 
crowd. Crawford here two more 
weeks; then to Jungle club, Los An- 
geles, and while south he will make 
five Vita shorts. Then to steel pier 
about August in Atlantic City, these 
arrangements just completed by 
Crawford. 


ST. rae 


Paramount—‘ Mam: 
Metropolitan— Dar) 


RKO Orpheum Ladies of Leisure 
Vaude 

Riviera—*‘The Texan.”’ 

Tower—“‘Ship From Shangha 

RKO President— Ingagi’ (3d wk.) 


Strand— ‘Paris 

Publix spent some extra ad money 
in a “Take your mother to the 
show” campaign for Mothers’ Day. 

With “Ingagi” still pulling strong 
in its third week at R-K-O's Pres- 
ident, Publix played up its “Hunt- 
ing Wild Animals in India,” with 
Same type of lurid ads used for “In- 
gagi.’ 





MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s— 


Dark. 


Palace Paramount on Parade 
Capitol—'‘La Marseillaise.”’ 
loew's—‘Song of the West.” 
Princess—‘'The Furies.’ 
Imperial—‘‘She Couldn't Say No.” 
oxy — “Don't Play With Leve « 
week) 


Strand—Double bill. 
Empress—Double bi’! 
Orpheum— Stock. 
Capitol put on first scenic talker 
of Canada as filler last week and 
had good play. Showed 14-]b. trout 
being pulled out of Nipigon river. 
Emerson Gill orchestra from Hotel 
Hollenden, Cleveland, made debut at 
Mount Royal hotel last week follow- 
ing Jack Denny, who left after three 


years, 


Theatre Guild of Montreal, In« 
formed recently, is cir arizing the 


town with announcement of five 
English and one French play be- 
tween November and March next! 


fin- | 


associated with Alf 
Marco 
has been talking to] the 


Screen to be 


$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


HICKS, President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, 
BATH, 


SINGLE ROOM, 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
BATH, 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY BATH, 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


$1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
$2.00 PER DAY 
$14.00 PER WEEK 











THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 
Three and four rooms th bat h, 
complete kitcher “tee Hert in 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


7132 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 
Electric Fans 





; season. French element 
of building theatre for 
of French plays and operettas, 


town now, 
tourist trade, 





| 
| Film exchanges have all 
into new 
Offices are owned and 


exchanges. 


operated bj 


Montreal Provincial and Montrea 
Theatre Managers’ associations are 
regarded as dead here. 
done by either for nearly a year. 


BOSTON 


The Adler 
to Boston for 
i“The Wild Man.” 
House has been 


pe riormances, 


family have 


sight in one eye and physical dam- 
age ina severe beating. Stone has 
also sued Sharkey’s manager for 
$15,000, said to be due him for work. 


Samuel and Nathan Pinanski, and 
Jacob Lourie, president, treasurer, 
and clerk, respectively, of the New 


England Theatre Corp., known as 
Netoco, have been restrained by 
court order from voting to transfer 
stock in Netoco East Boston The- 
atres, Inc., and the East Boston 
Central Square Theatre Corp. to 


the Paramount-Famous-Lasky Cor- 
poration of New York. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 








Buffalo—'‘Adventures of Dr. Fu Man- 
chu.”’ 
Century—‘ Paramount on Parade.” 


Hipp—'‘The Other Tomorrow.” 

Great Lakes—‘‘Free and Easy.” 

Erlanger — “The Bachelor Father’ 
(stock). 

Holly wood—‘‘Great Gabbo.” 

Burglars broke into Shea’s Bailey 
theatre last week but failed to get 
the Saturday and Sunday receipts. 
The safe was badly damaged but 
the burglars were unable to obtain 
access to the strong box. 


Myron Greihlinger now house 
manager of Hollywood (formerly 


Little), which reopened last week 
with sound policy. 
Dorothy Gish cancelled 
posed appearance here in 
with the Kondolf-Folmer 
the Erlanger for May 19. 


her pro- 
“Holiday” 
stock at 


Running into a week of hot 
weather, “Jenny,” the last of the 
season’s legits at the Teck, wilted 
badly last week. Check up shows 


12 shows at the house as against 20 
last season. High gross for current 
season goes to “New Moon,” with 
Katherine Cornell's “Dishonored 
| Lady” as runner up. 


DENVER 


Tabor—''Framed"; Fanchon & Marco 
Idea 

Aladdin—'‘Hold Everything” (24 wk.). 

Denver Big Pond"; Publix stage 
show 


Rialto—'"'Only the Brave 
Orpheum—'"‘Ingagi 2d wk.). 
America—“‘On the Border 





Denham—‘‘What a Woman Wants’ 
(stock) 
|} The Orpheum packed them with 


“Ingagi,”’ which broke all attendance 
records 

The Isis has installed an oversize 
screen and the Colonial went sound 


Earl] Frederick and Jerry Fitzel, 
local, have signed with Publix fo 


its California crooners’ unit 


Con Hecker, formerly p. a. for 
Denham, now assistant ad man- 
ager for the News 


Selby Carr, New - York now pub- 
licity manager at the Denver. Suc- 
ck Shelley, transferred east 
Eva Lang. forn 


etock returned as 


ceeds 


erly Wit! 


adding 


woman. 


also talking 
production 


. C o m pletely 
and all catering to U. 8. 


moved 
offices in west end of city. 


Nothing 


returned 
two performances of 
The Grand Opera | 
reope ned for the 


con- | 


Jack Sharkey, heavyweight 
|}tender, has been sued for $500,000 } 
iby “Rocky” Stone. Stone alleges 
ithe Squire caused him the loss of 


Denham 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW ney 2 
ciTy 
remodeled — “1¢) 
everything of the 
best — Simmons 
rniture (Beauty- 


est mattresses) hot 
cold water, tele 





Ce 


hor showers O 
“fer Single Reom 
$16.50-$17.50 fer Double Room 


$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 fer Double 
Room (with Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Pri 
fession—in the heart of the 
theatrical section 








] Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 
Diane Esmond, former lead, left fo 
Los Angeles. 

“Ten Days That Shook the 
World,” Russian film, mostly Sovi«¢ 

| propaganda, was shown by _ the 
Workers International Relief her 


three days 


Harry Huffman, owner 
and America, elected a 
the American National Bank. 


of Aladdi1 


TORONTO 


By MURRAY SINCLAIR 


Royal Alexandra—'‘‘Jenny.”’ 
Uptown—‘‘The Big Pond.” 


rivoli Anna Christie.”’ 
Imperial—*‘One Romantic Night.” 
Lowe's—‘‘Lord Byron of Broadway.” 
Shea's Hipp—‘‘The Lost Zeppelin 


closed for season 
Toronto. 


stock 
nights in 


Empire 
Played 905 


Cow] in “Jenny” at Royal 


Jane 





Amateurs completed six reeler 


after 18 months and showed it to 
public last week. Good attempt. 
E. C. Sydney guiding light. Scenes 


in Chinatown. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 


The Rinfret Bill before the Can- 
adian House of Commons, provid- 
ing for amendments to the Canadian 
Copyright Act enabling the Per- 
forming Rights Society and other 
organizations to collect royalties on 
music from Canadian theatre own- 
ers, will not be further pressed be- 
cause of the decision of the Liberal 
Government to dissolve Parliament 
and go to the country for a general 
election in July. The bill had re- 
ceived its first reading. 


shot 


Canadian Councl! on Child 
has issued its second 
List” of approved 
only six features 
have received top rating, 
ine “The Aviator,” “Cohens and 
Kellvs in Scotland,” “His First Com- 
mand,” “Honey,” “Only the Brave” 
and “The Vagabond King.” Nineteen 
others mentioned as generally ac- 
ceptable. 


The 
Welfare 
White 
There are 





The Embassy home of O’Shea 
stock present two road shows, “Deah 
Old England” and “Journey's End” 
this week while the stocks went 
to Hamilton, Ontario, to play “Kon- 
go. 


Galvin Players, headed by Johnny 
Galvin and Irene Galvin, who played 
four successive stock seasons in 
Ottawa, are now doing the villages 
of Eastern Ontario with “Laff That 
Off” and “Smiling Through.” 
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YOUR NEW YORK HOME 


WE'RE Home sENO ) 
ve » THE GROCERIES 


<a>) INTHE HEART OF THEATRE LAND ( 


PRACTICAL- ‘ECONOMICAL 
Hang Up 
Order “ur 
oure FAfome | / 
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REASONABLY PRICED 
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343 WEST 55 STREET 





Bali Ye CHARLES TENENBAUM - 








4 Modern 9 Story Fireproof Elevator Apartment 
aye / y +3 ~<a iplelel., SUITES furnished 
| ts FROM #130.°° up MONTHLY 


OWNER —MANAGEMENT — TEL COLumbuas 


8950 
“ ZaSWSISEN VC 





Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath 3-4 Rooms 


Catering to the 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop, 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN ANT AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


comfort and convenience ef 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. $15.00 UP 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 








FOR RENT 


Professional People Only 
Furnished apartments and roon 
Housekeeping and all modern roon 
$9.00 and $12.00 a week One apar 
ment with piano and private bath. 
Manager, BOB DU BARRY 
440 West 48rd Street, New York 
Phone Med, 2246 
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(Continued from page 74 
sung by her is “Hour of 
Love.” It’s a class piece and at- 
tracted Chick’s attention. When he 
looked at the lead sheet there 
the name of Eddie Ward, a friend of 
Chick’s, as the composer, and that 
was the first time Chick knew of it. 
It’s a picture number, published by 
Witmark’s. 

Miss Greenway and the boys make 
a high-grade floor combo for draw- 
ing. They are all entertainers of 
the refined style who will draw busi- 
ness even at that grand larceny 
couvert, if the weather doesn’t beat 
them. The Royale expects to remain 
open all summer. It's on the ground 
floor, airy and refreshingly cooled by 
an electric fan arrangement. Feels 
as though a breeze is coming from 
somewhere all of the time. 

Roger White's orchestra is there 
temporarily until taking up a sum- 
mer assignment at Spring Lake, 
N. J. Good collection of dance mu- 
sicians who pull the bunch out on 
the floor, always the test. In be- 
tween is a mob of four grinders for 
tango, strings and accordion. They 
play forever, even if but one couple 
likes tangoing, and that couple al- 
ways a tall fellow with a tall girl 
hanging on. When the girl starts to 
fall, he catches her and they take 
another slow step. Quick lesson on 
tangoing. 

Now, about 


ballads 


this Jimmie Kearn. 
Years ago in Shanley’s, the first 
floor show class eating cabaret in 
Times Square, one of the famed 
Shanley Trio, boys, was Bill Hanley, 
red head. It slowly came out that 
Bill was a Columbia law student. As 
you grew to know Bill better, he 
would admit it, saying he was work- 
ing in the cabaret to get through 
college, and intended to quit the 
floor for the law when graduated. 
sill never took a drink, never 
mixed without invitation, conducted 
himsef so perfectly it couldn't be 
overlooked, and when the night's 
work ended, around two, Bill went 
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Bob Sherwood Off 


Bob Sherwood, the old clown, will 
do no more of his clown stories for 
the Dixie Circus period on WJZ, 
Sherwood and NBC are reported as 
not able to get together on terms, 

Circus gag is continued but with 
Phil Carlin and Marcella Shields 
doing a talk exchange during the 
time between band pieces. 
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—_ | home to Hoboken, to get up early in 
As an object lesson for Clean-Up the morning to go to school in New 
Week in Canada, starting May 12,; York. 
| the Dominion Government Motion Bill did everything he said, and he 
| Picture Studio took pictures of eye- | is now Judge Hanley of Hoboken, a 
sores and these were presented on} political power and the same good 
numerous screens. This was in| fellow he was at Shanley’s. 
direct contrast to the usual work | You can repeat all of that for 
of the Government cameramen as/| Jimmy Kearn, substituting Fordham 
otherwise they are engaged on Can- | College for Columbia, and leaving 
adian seenic reels. | out the judgeship that young Kearn 
———————————— | with graduation is yet to gain. 
; j These good boys who hang around 
Gabriel with KNX joints when young, the most danger- 
Hollywood, May 13. | 2U% Places in the city for personable 
’ ’ ’ youths of their ages, and vet come 
Charl H. Gabriel, Jr., has been! out clean, to go where they had 
engaged as publicity director for| aimed for, to be a credit to their 
radio station KNX. preferred profession as they were 
| Gabriel was formerly managing] © their necessity one 
. ; Tell that stuff to the reformers and 
|} editor of “Popular Mechani« Maé.! others who go in the cellars and lo 
and later was program director for| the qoors to do thei neaky dri 
; NBC on the Coast. | ing. Sime. 
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“THE MAESTRO OF CEREMONIES” 


CHARLIE 





MELSON 





ANNOUNCES 


the conclusion of a successful and pleasant three years’ engagement with 
Warner Bros.-Stanley Company of America 


Thanks to SI FABIAN, HARRY CRULL, SKOURAS BROS., SKIP WESHNER, BILL 
GOLDMAN, REEVES ESPY and BERNIE DEPKIN for the many courtesies extended 
me during my appearances in Newark, Jersey City, Utica, Washington, Philadelphia and 


Pittsburgh. 





JUST. SIGNED WITH R- a K a ©O TO OPEN MAY 17 
AS | , 


“MAESTRO OF 


CEREMONIES ” 


IN THEIR “ACE” EASTERN PRESENTATION THEATRE. 


KEITH - ALBEE, WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 


Thanks to Mr. JOSEPH PLUNKETT, H. R. EMDE, SOL LEVOY, FRANK SULLIVAN, 


~~ 


-——READ WHAT THE CRITICS SAID OF MY VAUDEVILLE DEBUT AS AN R-K-O0 HEADLINER—— 


NEWARK “LEDGER” 
By JEROME KURTZ 


MELSON BACK; HEADS SHOW AT PROCTOR’S 


“The admirers of Charlie Melson have every reason to bless the R-K-O 
powers that be, for the popular master of ceremonies has been brought 
back to town. Now at Proctor’s Theatre, he renews contacts with his 
followers by assuming the m. ef c. role on the current vaudeville program 
there, besides participating in an act of his own. 

“The affable Charlie, who sings loudly and clearly, naturally did not 
neglect his vocal prowess during his performance. Although he did give 
himself over to wisecracking and comedy, he concentrated on songs, chief 
of which was “The Spell of the Blues.’ Of course, that favorite tune was 
the highlight of his offering. 

“MELSON ALSO TEAMED WITH IRMANETTE, THE VIOLINISTE 
AND DANCER, IN A MUSICAL COMEDY INTERLUDE THAT PROVED 
HIGHLY PLEASING TO THE FOLKS OUT FRONT.” 





NEWARK “STAR-EAGLE” 
By M. H. K, 





CHARLIE MELSON SCORES HIT 
AT R-K-O PROCTOR’S 


“Charlie Melson came back to Newark after an absence of several 
months, and before he had been on the stage five minutes as master of 
ceremonies and in his own act the audience was ready to laugh and 
applaud if he only surreptitiovsly straightened his necktie. HIS ACTING 
AND DIRECTING REACHED A NEW PEAK, WE THINK.” 





EARL WADGE, GEORGE DEBBER, LEW GOLDING, HARRY SINGER and other R-K-O 


officials. 


NEWARK “SUNDAY CALL” 


MELSON IS MAKING MERRY 
AT PROCTOR’S THIS WEEK 


“CHARLIE MELSON iS AT PROCTOR’S PALACE THIS WEEK 
WiTH AN ACT OF HIS OWN THAT'S A RIOT. Charlie sings ‘Spell of 
the Blues,’ and if you’ve never heard him sing it don’t miss it. His com- 
edy has just the right personal touch to win his audience.” 





RINGING MELSON 


By ROBERT C. RING 





“I'M TELLING YOU NOW THAT YOU HAVE AN ACT WHICH WILL 
GO OVER GREAT IN ANY MAN’S TOWN. You selected the right songs 
and you put them over as only you can. I got a great kick out of your 
bit with Irmanette. You ought to team up with her permanently. I iiked 
her own act, too. Few women dance as gracefully without the handicap 
of playing a violin.” 





NEWARK “EVENING NEWS” 
By CHARLES HUFFER 


AUDIENCES AT PROCTOR’S 
WELCOME CHARLIE MELSON 


..“MELSON’S APPEARANCE iS SURE TO ENHANCE HIS REPUTA- 
TION, FOR HiS SINGING, GAGGING AND SHOWMANSHIP SHOW TO 
BETTER ADVANTAGE THAN HERETOFORE. He is much in evidence 
all through the stage show, introducing the other entertainers, besides 
having a turn all to himself. 

“His popularity with the feminine contingent has never been questioned. 
Certainly. it cannot be here. Over the week-end everything he did was 
loudly applauded. More particularly did audiences react to his torch bal- 
lads of the ‘Spell of the Blues’ type.” 




















Thanks to FANCHON AND MARCO, Whe Gave Me My First Chance on the Coast 
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